
  

BUNNY 

BULLETIN 
February 2019 

Delivered free to every household in Bunny 

BIG PLANS FOR THE OLD FOOTBALL FIELD 





4 5 



6 7 



8 9 

HOME BOARDING FOR DOGS 

I have been boarding dogs in my home for 12 years now. I re-

cently moved to Bunny Hill Top and have a very secure big 

garden.   

I only take one dog at a time so it is very much a one-to-one.  

I have always had a regular little group of dogs, but sadly 

some of the ones who have been with me since the start are 

now passing over Rainbow Bridge.   

My present longest boarder is a black Lab who belongs to a 

local vet. She comes in many times in the year.   

I love walking but like to take the dog and not be taken by 

the dog, so dogs must walk calmly on the lead. The dogs are 

never let off the lead when off my property but have free ac-

cess to the garden.   

For further information and prices I can be contacted by 

email laurelfarm@yahoo.com or phone 01509 856493. Val. 

mailto:laurelfarm@yahoo.com
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EDITORIAL 
 

A belated Happy New Year, and welcome to your new Bunny 

Bulletin. (If you’ve read this far, then it’s going better than I 

expected.) 

Could I begin by expressing my gratitude to Christopher Paul for 

everything he has done to keep the Bunny Bulletin going over the 

past 16 months. He nobly stepped 

in after the departure of the 

previous editor, and has done an 

admirable job in ensuring that the 

Bulletin’s presence in the village 

has been maintained; but is now 

taking a well-earned break. 

There are two pieces of sad news 

to report this month, with the 

passing of Allan Clark and Pam 

Thompson. You can read tributes 

to them on pages 20 and 27.  

Elsewhere, there are some new features in the Bulletin which I 

hope you will enjoy.  

In ‘My Bunny’, a  resident will tell us all about why they moved to 

the village and what they like (or dislike) about living here. 

In ‘Back In The Day’, Roger Sewell will be revealing the stories 

behind some fascinating photos from the past. 

And each month our new columnist will be giving you his insights 

into a particular local pub, on the ‘Wish You Were Beer’ page. He 

has chosen to remain anonymous (as have I), but please be assured 

that he is independent, impartial, and sober in his judgement (if 

not in his behaviour). 

Finally, you will notice that is still no Letters page. That’s because 

there are no letters. If you do have an urge to get something off 

your chest, or want to highlight a local issue, then please email 

editor.bunnybulletin@gmail.com. I’ll endeavour to publish those 

letters I receive, subject to any constraints regarding space, 

relevance, and the 2013 Defamation Act.  

Have a good February. 

 
The Editor 
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LATEST NEWS: LATEST NEWS: LATEST NEWS 

Plans for nine new houses on 

site of the old football pitch 

Plans have been submitted for nine new homes to be built on the 

site of the old football ground off Loughborough Road. 

The development - which is within both the Green Belt and the 

Bunny Conservation Area – would be made up of one 2-bed and 

two 3-bed attached houses, plus two 4-bed and four 5-bed detached 

houses.   

The plans for 

outline 

planning 

permission 

were 

submitted to 

Rushcliffe 

Borough 

Council in 

December. 

The homes 

would take 

up around 

half the 

available 

land at the 

site, which was previously home to Bunny United FC. 

The application says that the development “seeks to protect and 

retain the majority of the fine trees with which the site is 

associated”, while the wooded area at the south of the site near 

Fairham Brook would be designated open space.  

It adds: “It is accepted that the land lies within the Green Belt. 

However, it is submitted that the harm to the Green Belt by 

reason of inappropriateness, loss of openness and incursion into 
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LATEST NEWS: LATEST NEWS: LATEST NEWS 

the countryside, should be clearly outweighed by other 

considerations.”  

It says these considerations are the shortfall of deliverable housing 

sites, and that - other than some harm to the Green Belt - there 

would be ”no other overriding harm that would arise from the 

proposed development”. 

The land at 157 

Loughborough Road - just to 

the south of the petrol station 

- is owned by Investment 

Enterprises Holding Limited, 

based at Yeomans Court in 

The Park, Nottingham, and 

incorporated in the Republic 

of Liberia.  

The application itself has 

been submitted by Mr Sozon 

Mourtzis and Mrs Makrina 

Mourtzis of Pireaus in 

Greece.  

John Church, the agent for 

the applicants, told the 

Bulletin: “We are being 

responsive to an ever-

changing local background, where Rushcliffe Borough Council 

cannot provide all the housing that they are supposed to be 

providing. But we know that there are factors to overcome.” 

He added: “There are a proportion of the homes that would be 

affordable. We know there are people with links to Bunny who 

would like to live in the village.”  

Of course, Bunny Hall itself is currently up for sale. And whoever 

buys Bunny Hall also has the option to purchase eight acres of 

land to the east of the old pitch - but not any of the four acres or so 

of the actual land which the former pitch was on.  

 

* To find out more about the old football ground, see p18/19. 

The layout of the scheme (© John Church) 
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VILLAGE SURVEY: 
Last year Bunny Parish Council distributed 200 questionnaires to 

homes in the village in order to find out how satisfied residents are 

with facilities and activities, how good communication is within the 

village, and what improvements could be made. A total of 29 

questionnaires were returned. 

Many people who responded felt that Bunny was a beautiful 

village, with great events and societies. If improvements are 

needed, they appear to lie in changes to the environment, a wider 

range of events, and additions to the village website. 

Here are the results for each of the questions asked (with 1 being 

very dissatisfied and 5 being very satisfied), along with some of the 

responses that were given. Special mention to the person who said 

that dog fouling should be made a capital offence (for the owner, 

not the dog).  

 

Q1: How satisfied are you with the facilities in Bunny? 

 

In terms of what improvement would benefit the village, 

several people mentioned a café or deli, a football pitch and goal, a 

central play area, a car park, a 

quieter road surface on the A60, 

and an improved bus service 

(including reinstatement of the 

63 bus service). There were also 

individual calls for a bakery, 

tennis court, cricket pitch, a dog 

bin at the end field of Main 

Street, a Post Office, more 

activities and more outdoor 

seating at the pub, and also for 

the pub to be more dog-friendly.  

Score 1 2 3 4 5 

Number of people 0 2 13 13 1 
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ALL THE RESULTS 
Q2: Is the environment in the village satisfactory? 

 

As to what improvements in the environment are needed, 

road safety was the key issue, with calls for cycle lanes and for 

pedestrian crossings with lights over the A60. People also felt the 

A60 footpath was uneven, overgrown, hazardous, and that both 

sides of the footpath at the southern end of the village should be 

widened. Cutting back overgrown hedges, more maintenance to 

grass verges, and repairs of pot holes were also mentioned, as was 

action on flooding. And parking was an issue raised by individuals, 

particularly on streets around the church and village hall. 

 

Q3: Do you feel there are sufficient events in the village? 

 

Asked what other events you would you like to see, several 

people mentioned a village quiz and more family film nights, plus 

more events for families and younger children. 

There were also single calls for a sporting tournament, yard sale, 

scarecrows, open gardens, fireworks, cricket and football matches, 

tennis match, barn dance, disco, fun run, and classes like yoga, 

Pilates, line dancing, and painting. 

 

Q4: Do you find the Bunny Bulletin a useful source of info? 

Score 1 2 3 4 5 

Number of people 0 3 10 11 3 

Score 1 2 3 4 5 

Number of people 2 2 6 10 9 

Score 1 2 3 4 5 

Number of people 0 1 2 9 18 
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Q5: Do you find the Bunny website a useful source of 

information? 

For both questions 4 and 5, people were asked for any 

suggestions to help improve communication in the village. 

Many respondents found the Bunny Bulletin was a good source of 

information. However, many others said they didn’t know that the 

Bunny website existed. Some who did know of its existence felt the 

it was largely a historical site and didn’t really have enough 

information about events. There were calls for it to be promoted 

more in the Bulletin and on the village notice board.   

 

Question 6: Any other comments or suggestions? 

 

There were comments that fewer people are getting involved in 

village life and we are becoming part of a commuter zone rather 

than a standalone village, and there is a lack of village events that 

appeal to all ages rather than just the older members of the 

population. 

One person suggested that some initiatives put forward by the 

Parish Council take a long time to come to fruition, and there could 

be more face-to-face contact between members of the Parish 

Council and residents, as well as more people interacting online 

and on social media. But there were also positive comments stating 

that Bunny is a lovely village to live in, and that the Parish 

Council does work hard to keep everyone informed and to maintain 

a pleasant environment. 

The Parish Council will take people’s views into consideration in 

terms of future improvements to the village. There is a black letter 

box next to the Village Hall that can be used as a suggestion box 

and please feel free to make use of it. 

 

*Note: Not all the results add up to 29, because some responses 

were ‘don’t know’. 

Members of Bunny Parish Council 

Score 1 2 3 4 5 

Number of people 9 2 4 2 4 
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BUNNY VILLAGE 
SOCIAL EVENING 

 
COME AND JOIN US FOR AN EVENING OF CHAT 

AND MUSIC IN BUNNY VILLAGE HALL  
 

SATURDAY FEBRUARY 23, 2019: 8PM TO 11PM 
 

THE EVENING IS A CHANCE TO JOIN FRIENDS OR MAKE NEW 
FRIENDS IN A RELAXED AND FRIENDLY ATMOSPHERE, TO CHAT, 

LISTEN TO MUSIC, JOIN IN THE QUIZ, A GAME OF DARTS AND  
BINGO OR EVEN DANCE - THE CHOICE IS YOURS! 

 

BRING YOUR OWN TIPPLE, A GLASS,  
AND A PICNIC IF YOU DESIRE 

 

All over 15 years of age welcome 
£2 including nibbles 

Unwanted raffle prizes welcome 

OPEN CHURCH  
 

Join us for coffee and biscuits at St Mary’s, Bunny,  

on Saturday February 23rd from 10.30am to 12.30pm 

 

Jan will have her Jamboree Jams and other preserves,  

and Christopher his bargain second-hand books for sale.  
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THE HISTORY OF THE  
From the late 1940s onwards, deciding which football team to 

support wasn’t necessarily a case of choosing between Forest and 

County, but also considering the rival claims of the most local 

team of all – Bunny United FC. 

True, the club never reached the dizzy heights of league football, or 

anywhere near it. 

But as the excellent 

‘Bunny: Images of 

The Past’ book 

reveals, they did 

once attract a 

substantial crowd 

of 1,356 when 

reaching the 

Nottingham and 

District League 

Cup Final at 

Colwick, in 1956. 

Following its 

formation in 1947, 

the club originally 

had a rule that 

only five players would be allowed to live outside the village. But 

within a few years that was scrapped as the team struggled to 

attract enough players. “If we had kept to that silly rule made in 

1947, Bunny Football Club would no longer be in existence,” notes 

the official handbook for the 1955/56 season. 

(This handbook also mentions that players’ subscriptions brought 

in £6 a year and the Xmas Draw made £25; but refreshments for 

home games cost more than £4 and equipment cost “nearly £20”.)   

The team played on the pitch just off Loughborough Road, on land 

where nine new homes are now planned. The team would get 

changed in the Rancliffe Arms and walk to the pitch from there. 

This land once belonged to Bunny Hall, but was promised to the 

football club by Hall owner Bertie Edwards for as long as the club 

The old football pitch in 1980  
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existed. However, it hasn’t been a part of the Hall since 1991 when 

the playing field was sold off. 

In 2002, new owner Sozon Mourtzis of Investment Enterprise 

Holdings Limited was granted permission to build 90m of two 

metre-high fencing around the section of the site adjacent to 

Wysall Lane, because of trespassers onto the site, damage to the 

pavilion, and its use as a hangout by “unscrupulous individuals”. 

Then in 2009, Investment Enterprise Holdings Limited submitted 

a planning application for a replacement pavilion at the site, which 

would increase its size by half and include changing and washroom 

facilities as well as kitchen and office space.  

It stated that the 

former football 

ground was kept in 

“excellent order” by 

Mr Mourtzis and 

was “used regularly 

by him and [his] 

family for 

recreational 

activities e.g. 

reading, writing, 

gardening, as well 

as for the walking  

of dogs”. The 

application was  

later withdrawn.  

The old pitch remains a slightly forlorn part of the village, with the 

iron gates closed, a decrepit pavilion, ‘Keep Out’ signs on the trees, 

and a playing field which has been unused for many years.  

 

* The photos on this page come courtesy of Steve Bradbury. Steve 

grew up in Albert Road before emigrating to Australia in 1968, but 

he took some photos of the ground when he came back for a visit in 

1980, and has kindly let us use them. 

OLD FOOTBALL PITCH 

The entrance in 1980 with the old sign  
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Allan Clark of ‘Woodlands’, Bunny Hill 

(1927-2018) 

Wilfred Allan Clark was born on 8 November 1927 in the small 

Yorkshire village of Baildon. His childhood playground was the 

moors outside his home. Tales of his childhood were reminiscent of 

Just William’s ‘Outlaws’ scrambling amongst the dales and 

quarries near his village. He would often recount his stories of 

camping adventures when he was in the cubs and scouts, and tell 

of watching the German bombs dropping over Bradford from his 

safe position high up upon the 

moors.   

Aged 18 he started his 

National Service in the Royal 

Engineers and was shipped 

over to the Far East. This 

experience had a profound 

influence on his life and 

outlook, and helped him 

understand the Asian culture 

he subsequently worked with 

in his business life. Describing 

some of his experiences in 

Malaysia, he told of the time 

he was riding his bike near the 

edge of the jungle when a 

snake slid from the 

undergrowth and wrapped itself around the spokes of his wheel; 

bearing in mind he was still only a teenager, he decided to just 

keep on going and hope.  

On another occasion, he had to deliver explosives by carrying them 

on his lap, whilst his driver lurched in a battered old army van 

trying to avoid the craters in the unmade road; health and safety 

in that era was not what it is now! This nonchalant attitude to 

health and safety allowed him to attempt to rescue his cat from 

one of the trees in Woodlands when he was in his mid-eighties, 

using an old broken wooden ladder. He also had a bit of a Heath 

Robinson attitude to DIY and domestic repairs, partly, no doubt, 
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due to a World War II mentality of ‘make do and mend’. 

Following discharge from the army, he was unclear what to do 

until a series of serendipitous events led him to a career in 

architecture. He had a natural talent for drawing and 

draughtsmanship; his handwriting remained legible and 

beautifully-executed until recent times.   

He studied architecture as an external student at Manchester 

University, sitting his finals with a young wife, a toddler and a 

baby on the way. He made the right career choice and found his 

working life immensely satisfying. He was admitted to the 

Freedom of the City of London in 1979 for his services to 

architecture and was featured in Debretts’ People of Influence of his 

day. Other awards from the Society of Military Engineers followed 

his work designing medical facilities for the US military stationed 

in the UK.  Many hospitals in England and Wales built at the end 

of the last century have his stamp on them, a local example being 

Glenfield General Hospital in Leicester. He spent much time 

working on hospital projects in Africa, notably in Algiers and 

Nigeria, and recognised the great health needs in the Continent, 

particularly for clean water. He was regarded as one of the leading 

authorities in hospital design in his time. 

For many years he was a steward at Bradmore Methodist Church 

and helped in the design and completion of Bradmore Village Hall. 

As a father he was reliable. He had integrity and was true to his 

word. You knew he would drop everything to perform a rescue. As 

a grandfather he undertook to build as many memories as he could 

for his grandchildren, often through holidays, but also by sharing 

experiences of his own life and his knowledge and love of nature.  

He loved living at Woodlands, probably because it was so close to 

the nature he enjoyed being a part of in his early years. 

He married Emmie Hillman in 1954, who pre-deceased him in 

2015. He has lived a long life, enduring the indignities and 

frustrations of old age with an acceptance and patience that wasn’t 

a natural element of his personality.   

His quiet presence will be missed, more than he himself would 

have imagined. He died peacefully at home on 24 December, 2018, 

and is survived by his two daughters and five grandchildren. 

 

Joy and Lindsay 
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Wish You 
Were Beer 

I must admit that when my literary agent first contacted me 

about writing this column, I was dubious.  

Sharing one’s lifetime intellectual property should not be 

agreed on a whim and without suitable recompense.  

Taking a leaf 

out of the 

Government’s 

negotiation 

manual I 

agreed to no 

fee, no 

editorial 

control, and to 

cover my own 

expenses.  

Satisfied these 

were terms I 

could work with, I then started to mither on what format this 

piece would take. Obviously, this type of deep meaningful 

contemplation would have to be conducted in a boozer, and so 

here the journey starts. 

I must admit I've never really been a fan of East Leake; to me 

it feels a bit Leicestershire-ish.  

(The Bunny Bulletin crime stats for a start are enough to put 

all but the most courageous.) 

THE ROUND ROBINN, EAST LEAKE 
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However, fortune favours the brave, and I'm pleased to 

advise that this collective now has a raison d'etre.  

The Round RobINN is a delight. Opened in late 2015, this 

former turf accountants is a cosy micropub with real 

character.  

The unassuming premises sidesteps the obvious lack of 

traditional hostelry features by addressing what many long 

established public houses fail to grasp; in short, this self-

titled inn is all about product and atmosphere.  

The beers and ciders are drawn straight from the barrel, no 

need to worry about stale beer or unclean pipes here.  

Enthusiastic staff will happily steer your decision with a 

Wikipedia-like knowledge of each brew providing a glug to 

taste.  

There is of course a fine selection of bottled brews, wines and 

spirits for any of your party with a less discerning palate. 

Rustic bar snacks, in plentiful servings, are there to tempt. 

For those looking for a deeper nose bag, this is where the 

Round RobINN serves the local community well.  

Cosied next to a Chinese takeaway, adjacent to an Indian and 

across from a pizza place, this is the ideal location to study 

your evening fare.  

All in all, well worth a visit, be it by bike or foot. (Note: 

timings below are in FBE.) 

 
54 Main St, East Leake, Loughborough LE12 6PG 

 
https://en-gb.facebook.com/theroundrobinn/ 

 
0115 778 8168 

 
1hr 10m via Bunny Hill Top 

 25m 

 Forget it 

https://en-gb.facebook.com/theroundrobinn/


24 

MY BUNNY 
Every month a Bunny resident tells us about their life in the 

village. This month…..Dorothy Pearson. 

How long have you lived in Bunny? 

66 years, except for a short time in Wilford (see opposite).  

 

How did you come to be in the village? 

My parents moved from Loughborough into the house opposite the 

then Police House (next to the garage), and I thought it was 

wonderful. I was told I would be living next to Nina, who is the 

same age as me, and we have been friends ever since.  It was the 

best move my parents ever made. 

 

What memories do you have of growing up in Bunny? 

I attended the village school, which was in the now Village Hall, 

and I marvel how children from 5 to 11 

could be taught in two rooms. We had little 

bottles of milk in those days, and in winter 

they would be frozen with the tops popping 

up - and in summer only fit to make 

scones! We played on the road outside and 

never came to any harm (mind you, it was 

of the age when you walked in front of a 

car with a red flag!).  

At that young age I helped deliver the 

Bunny Observer, the forerunner to the 

Bunny Bulletin, whose editor was Mike 

Elliott, who at 80 still has articles in all 

the local papers. 

I spent hours playing up Bunny Woods,  

the ‘tanks’ (the road to the gypsum mine), 

fishing by hand in the Fairham Brook, and 

climbing trees. Having fires to cook jacket 

potatoes and baked beans, and thoroughly enjoying the 

undercooked food. Learning all the names of the beautiful wild 

Dorothy at the age of seven 

when she moved to Bunny 
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flowers and recognising bird song. Life was one long blissful 

journey.    

 

Have you ever moved away from the village? 

After marrying Pete we moved to Wilford, but we were there only a 

short time as we wanted to bring children up in Bunny. Pete was 

away on a course, but home on a Friday night, when I told him 

there was a house for sale in Bunny. He did no more than pop to 

Bunny, buy the house on Main Street without me seeing the inside, 

and the rest is history, as they say!   

 

What is the best thing about living in Bunny? 

It is still great to be in the countryside, with the many footpaths to 

follow which go in all directions and lead to local villages. I love 

being part of village life 

and try to engage in 

many activities. I was 

part of the school PTA 

when my children were 

there, and a governor. I 

also had a lot to do with 

the Bunny Fun Day and 

Run organised by Alan 

Hill from the 

Rancliffe. At the age of 

11 a group of us were 

taught to ring the bells 

in Bunny Church and I feel privileged to still ring occasionally. I 

play the hand bells and am a member of the Bunny History Group.  

 

If you could change one thing, what would it be? 

Sadly, I think more people would benefit by being involved with 

this lovely village. You get so much pleasure out of volunteering, 

especially if it helps the community you live in and can see what a 

difference you make. This spirit was shown in September when the 

cycle race came through Bunny and many people helped make 

rabbits and decorate the village to look fantastic, and Bunny could 

be really proud of their achievements. Let’s make 2019 a year to 

make us proud of our village of Bunny.   

Dorothy on the spire of St Mary’s in Bunny  
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NORBURY NATTERS 

Bunny Benevolence 

The final event of the Festive Season was the tour of the Rotary 

Sleigh with Santa and his elves. Thanks to the generosity of Bunny 

residents the team raised £445. Rotary Charities will receive £100, 

Rainbows £200, the Fab Fund £100, with the balance of £45 to pay 

for a Xmas tree in the church next year. Thank you to Chris Brown 

for liaising with Rotary. 

 

BIG 

While on the subject of community involvement, BIG (Bunny 

Improvement Group) has been born as mentioned elsewhere. There 

will be no shortage of work for volunteers and while no particular 

skills are needed, there are bound to be some specialists whose help 

would be more than welcome. Please come forward and volunteer to 

do your bit, every hour helps. 

 

Football Field 

As predicted following the hearing into the proposals for housing on 

the brickyard site, an outline application for nine houses on the old 

football field has been submitted. There have been previous 

attempts to build on this site which forms part of the Bunny 

Conservation area and is designated as being an area of significant 

woodland and open space. The Parish Council was due to consider 

the application at the January meeting. 

 

Cat Capers 

A change from doggie doo dah, it is a feline friend who has been 

causing problems over the past few weeks for cat owner on Main 

Street. The voracious visitor has even dragged full pouches of food 

out through cat flaps. The black and brown tabby female has 

become well known to local vets as it is chipped.  

Although it was registered in Hucknall and goes by the name of 

Yasmin, the dreaded Data Protection Act prevents the disclosure of 

the owners, who are believed to live in Bunny. Leaflets asking the 

owners to come forward and an entry on Facebook have resulted in 

lots of contacts from owners with missing cats, and a less welcome 
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Bunny Parish Council   

Name Address Phone 

Graham Norbury 21 Main Street 984 6253 

(Chairman)   

Pete Pearson 29 Main Street 921 3213 

John Alldred 42 Loughborough Road 921 2280 

Chris Brown 36 Main Street 921 1791 

Maria Webb 30 Moor Lane 921 3561 

Douglas Kerr Orchard Lodge, Keyworth 984 7495 

Izumi Featherstone 17 Albert Road 984 6466 

Mike Elliott 19/21 Main Street, Keyworth 937 6506 

(Clerk to the Council)   

accusation that the person distributing the leaflets had stolen the 

cat. It is accepted that some cats will roam and rob, but it would be 

nice if the owners would come forward. She is a lovely cat who 

deserves a good home.  

Pam Thompson became a well-known part of Bunny village life 

after she married my father Alan, a widower with two children - 

myself and my brother - in 1974.  

He was a churchwarden of Bunny Church for many years and 

lived on Loughborough Road. 

Pam continued to live in the village following my father’s death in 

1990 and was an active part of the WI and a supporter of Bunny 

Church. 

In 2010 she moved to West Bridgford but maintained her links 

with Bunny through her close friends, WI, the Bunny Lunch and 

the Church. 

Pam passed away recently on Xmas Eve 2018 after a short illness 

having celebrated her 90th birthday in the summer. 

Bunny always held a very dear place in her heart and she will be 

very much missed by all who knew her. 

Hilary Rafter 

Pam Thompson (1928-2018) 
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Date  Time Event  Place 

      

1 Friday 7.00pm Church Choir Practice St Mary's 

5 Tuesday 10.00am Toddler Group Village Hall  

  7.30pm Church Bell Ringing Practice St Mary's 

6 Wednesday Blue & Green Bin Day  

  2.30pm Chat in Church St Mary's 

  7.00pm Handbells Practice Almshouse 

7 Thursday 3.30pm ‘Messy Church’ St Mary's 

  7.00pm Community Choir Village Hall  

8 Friday 7.00pm Church Choir Practice St Mary's 

11 Monday 12.00pm March Bulletin Deadline  

12 Tuesday 10.00am Toddler Group Village Hall  

13 Wednesday Grey Bin Day  

  7.00pm Handbells Practice Almshouse 

  7.30pm Gardeners' Meeting Village Hall  

14 Thursday  FOBS Valentine Disco  

  7.00pm Community Choir Village Hall  

15 Friday 7.00pm Church Choir Practice St Mary's 

16 Saturday 10.30am Food & Gift Fayre St Mary's 

18 Monday 7.00pm WI  Village Hall  

19 Tuesday 10.00am Toddler Group Village Hall  

  7.30pm Church Bell Ringing Practice St Mary's 

20 Wednesday  Blue & Green  Bin Day  

  2.30pm Chat in Church St Mary's 

  7.00pm Handbells Practice Almshouse 

  7.30pm Community Volunteer Meeting Village Hall  

21 Thursday 1.30pm Mobile Library 
Hill Top 

Convent  

VILLAGE DIARY FOR FEBRUARY 
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  2.05pm Mobile Library Church View  

  2.30pm Mobile Library Albert Road  

  7.00pm Community Choir Village Hall  

22 Friday 7.00pm Church Choir Practice St Mary's 

23 Saturday 10.30am Open Church & Book Sale  

26 Tuesday 10.00am Toddler Group Village Hall  

  7.30pm Church Bell Ringing Practice St Mary's 

27 Wednesday Grey Bin Day  

  7.00pm Handbells Practice Almshouse 

28 Thursday 7.00pm Community Choir Village Hall  

30 Friday 7.00pm Church Choir Practice St Mary's 

      

  Advance Notices   

      

 Sat.2nd March Pancake Praise 
Bradmore 

Comm.Hall 

 Sat 23rd March (7.30) Wind Ensemble Concert St Mary's 

Bunny Improvement Group (BIG) 

Several villagers met at the Village Hall on January 9 and agreed 
to form the Bunny Improvement Group (BIG). 
The first task will be to paint the public seats along Loughborough 
Road. Work will commence at 10am on Saturday March 30 from 
the Village Hall. Feel free to join in. 
The aims and aspirations of the group is to harness the community 
spirit shown when the Tour of Britain passed through in Septem-
ber, for the benefit of all. Keep an eye out for BIG's future tasks 
and plans. 
The group will be having a further meeting at 7.30pm on Wednes-
day February 20 in the Village Hall. Interested people are asked to 
come along and discuss our aims. 
I can be contacted at petepearson44@gmail.com or on 0115 921 
3213, or  if you want to be involved. 

Pete Pearson, Main Street  

mailto:petepearson44@gmail.com
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BUNNY AND DISTRICT GARDENERS 

The next meeting will be on Wednesday, February 13, at 7.30pm  

in the Village Hall. The speaker is Karen Gimson, a local garden 

designer, and the title of her talk will be ‘My Life as a Garden 

Designer’. Visitors welcome (£3 on the door). 

FRIENDS OF BUNNY SCHOOL 

31 

The January bulletin deadline passed me by as we were all knee-

deep in Christmas festivities and activities. The Nativity perfor-

mance in Church was well-attended by parents and other family 

members. The children all performed exceptionally well and the 

singing was excellent. Thank you to all those who came from the 

village to support the school.  

Looking ahead to the Spring term, we have many extra-curricular 

events to look forward to as well as new topics for all classes.  

We started the term off with a whole 

school theme week on ‘Inspirational 

People’. Each class studied a person 

from the Bible and a modern Christian 

person or group over the course of the 

week. The children discovered how the 

modern person was inspired by the Bi-

ble and how they inspired people 

around them.  

The children then shared what they 

had learnt during a special assembly 

and hung symbols on the Jesse Tree to 

remind them of each Bible character.  

Willow Class explored Jesus and Lucy 

Moore, the founder of Messy Church. Chestnut Class explored St 

Mary and A Rocha, a ground-breaking Christian nature conserva-

tion organisation inspiring  people to work together in creation 

care. Oak Class explored St Paul and the charity Christian Aid. 

Hawthorn Class explored Moses and Toilet Twinning, a charity for 

vulnerable people who are at risk of disease and danger through 

lack of access to latrines. 

On January 21 the Young Voices Bunny School Choir will visit the 

Genting Arena in Birmingham to perform as part of a combined 

school choir. This promises to be a highlight of the year as some of 

our children perform in front of a large audience in a sold-out are-

na. Finally, Happy New Year to all the residents in Bunny from all 

the staff and children.   

Mrs G Anelay, Head Teacher 

BUNNY C OF E PRIMARY SCHOOL 
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CHAT IN CHURCH 
 

St. Mary's, Bunny, Wednesday February 6th & 20th, 

2.30pm to 4.30pm  

Drop in and have a chat, tea or coffee and a piece of  cake. 

33 

BUNNY ALLOTMENTS RECIPE OF THE MONTH 

Each month throughout the year, Bunny Allotments Association 

will produce an easy-to-use recipe utilising seasonal vegetables or 

fruit which is readily available from the allotment or garden at the 

time. This month’s offering is a delicious parsnip soup which is 

very simple to make and may be used straight away or can be 

frozen for later use. 

 

Gardeners’ Parsnip Soup (serves 4) 

 

Ingredients: 

12oz parsnips 

1 large onion   

1½oz butter  

1½ pints veg stock  

Salt and pepper  

Dash of lemon juice  

4 tblsp single cream (optional) 

 

Method: 

1. Peel and slice the parsnips and 

onion. Melt the butter in a saucepan, 

add the parsnip and onion, and cook 

gently for 1 to 2 minutes, stirring 

constantly. 

2. Cover with a piece of damp greaseproof paper pressed down on 

the vegetables and fit a tight fitting lid. Cook for 10 minutes 

3. Remove paper and pour in the stock, season, and bring to the 

boil. Cover and simmer for 30 minutes or until tender. Cool, and 

then puree in a blender. 

4. Return to the pan and reheat, then remove from heat and stir in 

the lemon juice and if wanted add the cream. (I didn’t add the 

cream but did add a little water to reduce the thickness).  

Eat and enjoy! 

 

Would you like an allotment?  Plots are currently available.  

Please contact Cathy on 07803 004582 or Sheila on 9213783 
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CRIMES IN DECEMBER  

BUNNY 

 

1st Theft of purse during Victoria Road party (returned by 

 offender) 

4th Theft of fuel from petrol station in Loughborough Road  

11th Theft of fuel from petrol station in Loughborough Road  

12th Theft of fuel from petrol station in Loughborough Road  

12th Number plates stolen from motor vehicle in 

 Loughborough Road  

21st Theft of fuel from petrol station in Loughborough Road  

 

BRADMORE 

 

6th Theft of handbag from shop in Pendock Lane  

 

KEYWORTH 

 

1st-18th  Implement used to attempt entry to dwelling in Park  

  Avenue 

2nd Livestock killed in field in Lings Lane   

3rd-4th Entry by force to secure yard in Wysall Lane 

4th Damage caused to door in Church Drive 

4th Door to door seller abusive to resident in Highbury Road 

9th Metal stolen from driveway in Debdale Lane 

11th-21st Damage to window, graffitti damage to wall in Hayes Rd 

12th Theft of money from person in Park Avenue 

12th Two items of engineering plant stolen in Hayes Road  

14th Harassment to person in Park Avenue 

18th Theft of number plates from motor vehicle in Church 

 Drive 

21st Theft of number plates from motor vehicle in Church 

 Drive 

27th Damage to sandbags in Wolds Drive 

  

There were no crimes reported in Costock or Plumtree. 
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A difficult month is February, 

With sun and rain it’s quite contrary. 

One week there’s frost, but temporary, 

From time to time there’s fog, but 

rarely, 

Then next a gale with arctic sting. 

 

Ice-tracery ponds catch winter flurry, 

Bare twigs of oak and maple rattle. 

Then water fills each ditch and gulley, 

As pressures high and low do battle, 

And through the copse the breezes 

sing. 

 

Untroubled by flakes that fall so softly, 

The green word stirs, pre-vernal ready. 

The bluebell tips pierce leafy motley, 

While hazel tails catch frosty eddy, 

Uncertain what each day will bring. 

 

And under the logs in brambly 

spinney, 

Hide comma paused and brimstone 

yellow. 

Lone hornet queen and grass snake 

skinny, 

Seek refuge from the season’s bellow, 

Each waiting for the call of spring. 

 

 

Chris Terrell-Nield 2019 Hazel catkins, hibernating  

peacock butterfly, hornet 

 

FEBRUARY QUITE CONTRARY 
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Notes From The Wood 

 

“January brings the snow, Makes our feet and fingers glow. 

February brings the rain, Thaws the frozen lake again. 

March brings breezes loud and shrill, Stirs the dancing daffodil…” 

 

Sara Coleridge penned this poem (‘The Months’) over 150 years 

ago to show typical features of each month. She depicts February 

as a time when winter weather begins to abate, but the month is 

now more variable.  

Recently we have experienced more snow and gales at this time. In 

2018, February started cold with north and east winds, then it be-

came milder until the 26th, when “The Beast from the East” ar-

rived. There was heavy snowfall. Low temperatures persisted into 

March and heralded a long cold spring. There may not be a repeat 

this year, but January 2019 brought the heaviest snowfall across 

Europe for 30 years. How does wildlife weather this? 

Plants that emerge early in the year are adapted to varying condi-

tions. In February, bluebell spears are well developed, and despite 

the late 2018 winter weather produced a very good show in April. 

Hazel and alder catkins have flowered early in 2019 (the first half 

of January was mild), and red campion hardly stopped flowering.  

Animals fare less well. Unseasonably high temperatures can bring 

out overwintering butterflies (and the hornet we found) which may 

die from lack of resources. Early nesting birds such as long tailed 

tits may suffer losses, but robins and blackbirds sing to establish 

territories, and we have winter visiting fieldfares and redwings. 

This year, starling numbers produced spectacular murmurations 

at Attenborough. 

There is a good chance you will see many of these birds in the 

wood, or when I hope you did the RSPB Big Garden Birdwatch 

from January 27 to 29. Find out more about this at https://

www.rspb.org.uk/get-involved/activities/birdwatch/. 

 

Note: Sara Coleridge (1802-1852) was the only daughter of the po-

et Samuel Taylor Coleridge. She was born in the Lake District 

where the Wordsworths were neighbours. Sara wrote many verses 

for children which were published in her lifetime. 

https://www.rspb.org.uk/get-involved/activities/birdwatch/#8UM57uFd33RZFeeJ.99
https://www.rspb.org.uk/get-involved/activities/birdwatch/#8UM57uFd33RZFeeJ.99
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CHIRPINGS 
Notes on birds and nature in the garden 

Back in the autumn when the apples were coming down from 

my Bramley tree, one very large apple got wedged high up in 

the canopy, resting on a firm branch and nestling in a 

natural basket of twigs.  

No amount of shaking, prodding or windy nights budged it at 

all, and in January it was still there like a big yellow beacon 

among the branches. Early in the new year a blue tit hopped 

up to it and began hammering to pierce the tough skin, but 

soon abandoned it for an easier lunch at the seed feeders. 

However, the next 

day another bird was 

perched on the twigs 

alongside and feeding 

happily. At first all I 

could see, looking up, 

was a pale grey belly 

and a hint of brown 

plumage above – too 

clean looking for a 

sparrow, not dark 

enough for a dunnock.  

Its sharp beak and 

quick movements 

made me think 

“warbler”, but the usual summer visitor warblers are long 

gone. Only when it flew off the apple and down into shrubs 

did I spot the neat chestnut-brown cap on its head – it was a 

female or young blackcap, visiting or staying over for the 

winter. Great jubilation ensued – my first blackcap of the 

year.   

Female blackcap (© Stefan Berndtsson) 
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I don’t know where it went afterwards, I didn’t see it again, 

but it had obviously enlarged the small hole made by the blue 

tit. A blackbird appeared, and gorged itself on the fruit.   

Later another one appeared, grabbed a few mouthfuls then 

suddenly backed off.  The first blackbird had returned and 

made its presence and ownership known to the intruder.  

The apple has sat there in solitary splendour, with an 

increasing hollow carved on one side like a waning moon at 

rest in the tree, though I haven’t seen which birds are feeding 

on it. I suspect it is the blackbird-owner, but I have hopes of a 

visiting fieldfare or redwing, thrushes known to be drawn to 

berries and fruit.  

A stand-off between blackbird and fieldfare would be 

interesting to watch, they are well-matched for size and I’m 

not sure who would win, but I suspect it might be the more 

aggressive fieldfare. 

In a recent RSPB quiz “Which garden bird are you?” I was 

amused to find that I am a blackbird, largely because I am 

solo and eat at a table and not on cushions on the floor - even 

though I prefer to wear colours rather than black!  Which 

bird do you think you might be? 

      Sheila Clark 

Derek’s Tours  
2019 Trips & Tours Programme out now 

13th March: Westminster Abbey & Viewing Gallery    

Interested?  Contact Kath on 07825 496783 

Telephone 0115 937 4296  

e-mail derekstoursok@gmail.com 

mailto:derekstoursok@gmail.com
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Our volunteer-run café which is held on the first and third 

Sunday of each month at Rushcliffe Country Park produces a 

wide variety of home-made cakes to enjoy with our tea and 

coffee. 

The volunteer bakers and servers are happy to serve you from 

9am to 3pm in the school room.  

Upcoming dates are February 3, February 17, March 3, and 

March 17,  April 7 and April 21. 

Meanwhile 

our little 

sister, 

‘Linger by 

the Lake’, 

sells biscuits 

and tea 

cakes on the 

first and 

third 

Wednesday 

mornings of 

each month 

from 10 am 

to12 noon, so you can enjoy our lovely park and also a cuppa 

and a chat! 

Upcoming dates for Linger by the Lake are February 6, 

February 20, March 6, March 20, April 3 and April 17. 

All proceeds go to make the park an even better place to visit. 

 

Friends of Rushcliffe Country Park (0115 921 5865) 

Rushcliffe Country Park News: 

 Café with Cakes 

41 
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St Mary the Virgin Bunny with 

Bradmore Parish Church  

Services for Bunny & Bradmore in February 

Sunday  

Epiphany 4 

3rd 10.30am Family Service Bunny 

Thursday 7th 3.30pm ‘Messy Church’ Bunny 

Sunday  

Epiphany 5 

10th 9.00am Holy Communion Bradmore  

 10th 10.15am Sunday School Bradmore 

Comm. Hall 

 10th 6.00pm Evensong Bunny 

Sunday 

Septuagesima  

17th 10.15am Sunday School Bradmore 

Comm. Hall 

 17th 6.00pm Holy Communion Bunny 

Sunday 

Sexagesima  
24th 9.00am Holy Communion Bunny 

 24th 10.15am Sunday School  Bradmore 

Comm. Hall 

Churchwardens: Heather Paul    9845172 

    Roy Baker    9211520 

Incumbent:  Rev.Tom Meyrick   rector@ksbb.org.uk  
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2425 (Nottingham Airport) Squadron Air Cadets is looking to 

recruit cadets, adult staff (both uniformed and non-

uniformed) and committee members. Activities include 

flying, gliding, camps, target 

shooting, sport, drill, RAF 

base visits, DofE and more. 

The Air Training Corps is a 

youth organisation open to 

both females and males aged 

12 (in Year 8) and over.  

We meet twice a week (Mon 

and Thu) at 7pm at Tollerton 

airport. To join, please visit  

www.2425atc.org.uk or email 

info@2425atc.org.uk. For updates, see www.2425atc.org.uk 

or www.facebook.com/atc2425/. 
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Back In The Day 
The Rancliffe 

Arms shown in 

around 1964. 

(© Picture  

Nottingham) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

It was a big year for the pub in 1964. Home Brewery bought the 

farm next door and demolished the outbuildings to increase the 

size of the car park.  

The brewery also wanted to demolish the Dovecote farmhouse, but 

as this was listed they were not allowed to. 

The two carriage entrances were blocked up to extend the size of 

the bars. A cluster of other pub outbuildings were also knocked 

down, including the forge; however, after removing one wall the 

gent’s toilets fell down and were out of action for a while!  

The pub was the informal meeting place for many village 

organisations such as the Bunny Ladies Conservative Coffee Club 

and the long-established Bunny United football club.  

At the football club’s Christmas raffle that year the first prize was 

a dog, appropriately named Brandy. It was also the year the club 

reached the quarter finals of the Nottinghamshire junior cup.  

Our 400-year-old pub still remains (along with the church) the 

centre social life in the village. 

 

Roger Sewell, Bunny History Society  
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BUNNY BULLETIN INFORMATION 
 
ONLINE 

Editions can be viewed online at www.bunnyvillage.org.uk. 

 

DIARY PAGES 

If you are holding an event and would like it included in the 

Village Diary pages, please contact Heather on 0115 9845172. 

 

COPY 

E-mail copy to: editor.bunnybulletin@gmail.com. Please send text 

articles as Word documents (.docx); spreadsheets as Excel files 

(.xls) and pictures as JPEGs (.jpg). Handwritten items can be deliv-

ered to Erica at 34 Main Street. 

 

COPY DEADLINE 

Deadline for next edition: Monday, February 11  

Delivery of next edition: Weekend of February 23/24 

 

ADVERTISING 

Enquiries to editor.bunnybulletin@gmail.com. 

 

DISTRIBUTION 

If you have not received your current issue, contact your local 

distributor or ring Phil Brown on 0115 9211791. 

 

COMMITTEE 

Editor: editor.bunnybulletin@gmail.com.  

Invoicing & Minutes: Chris Brown, 36 Main Street, 9211791 

Diary Editor & Treasurer:  Heather Paul, 148 Loughborough Road, 

9845172 
 

Disclaimer: Any opinions expressed in the Bunny Bulletin are not necessarily 

those of the Editorial Committee, who reserve the right to edit material as and 

when it is considered appropriate. 

 

Please note: Articles in the Bunny Bulletin are for circulation to the residents of 

Bunny village and for others by subscription only. The information they contain is 

not to be printed in any other publication without the author’s express permission. 

This also applies to articles viewable on the village website. 
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USEFUL TELEPHONE NUMBERS   

Bunny Primary School 0115 921 2727 

Church House Surgery, Ruddington 0115 984 7101 

Church View Dental Practice, Ruddington 0115 984 8024 

Crimestoppers UK 0800 555111 

East Leake Health Centre 01509 852181 

East Leake Leisure Centre 01509 852956 

Electricity Loss of Supply  105 

Flood Warning Line 0800 988 1188 

Gas Emergency 0800 111999 

Hate Crime Helpline 0800 138 1625 

Keyworth Dental Surgery 0115 937 5828 

Keyworth Health Centre 0115 937 3527 

Keyworth Leisure Centre 0115  937 5582 

Keyworth Library 0115 937 3509 

Leakline & Sewer Problems 0800 783 4444 

Neighbourhood Watch Co-ordinator 0115 984 5172 

NHS Direct  111 

Nottingham City Hospital 0115 969 1169 

Nottinghamshire County Council 0300 500 8080 

Police (if crime in progress call 999)  101 

Queen's Medical Centre 0115 924 9924 

Ruddington Library 0115 921 2309 

Ruddington Medical Centre 0115 921 1144 

Rushcliffe Borough Council 0115 981 9911 

South Wolds Academy 0115 937 3506 

Telephone Preference Service 0207 291 3320 

Treeline Dental Care, Keyworth 0115 937 2226 

Village Dental Practice, East Leake 01509 852399 

Village Hall Administrator  Vacancy 


