BUNNY
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March 2019

SIX WEEKS OF ROADWORKS ON A60
Delivered free to every household in Bunny

HOME BOARDING FOR DOGS
I have been boarding dogs in my home for 12 years now. I
recently moved to Bunny Hill Top and have a very secure big
garden.
I only take one dog at a time so it is very much a one-to-one.
I have always had a regular little group of dogs, but sadly
some of the ones who have been with me since the start are
now passing over Rainbow Bridge.
My present longest boarder is a black Lab who belongs to a
local vet. She comes in many times in the year.
I love walking but like to take the dog and not be taken by
the dog, so dogs must walk calmly on the lead. The dogs are
never let off the lead when off my property but have free
access to the garden.
For further information and prices I can be contacted by
email laurelfarm@yahoo.com or phone 01509 856493. Val.
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EDITORIAL
Welcome to the March edition of the Bunny Bulletin.
Traffic is to the fore this month, I’m afraid, as the Bulletin takes a
look at some of the roadworks
taking place both now and in the
future that will undoubtedly
have an effect on us here.
Pages 12&13 look at the work
which has already begun on the
A60; while pages 14&15 look at
the big changes planned for the
Nottingham Knight roundabout.
Whilst having a main road going
through the heart of the village
does bring significant benefits,
the volume of traffic along such
a busy road does mean that it’s
inevitably going to need maintenance more regularly than if the
village was at the end of a B road in the middle of nowhere - and of
course it’s the village that bears the brunt of the impact when that
maintenance work takes place.
Elsewhere, there’s a tribute from his family to Peter Brown, who
sadly passed away on December 23; and John Henson is the
subject of this month’s ‘My Bunny’. There’s news about Bunny
School’s trip to Birmingham; Roger Sewell takes a look at Church
Street in 1953; while our intrepid pub reviewer ventures into the
wilds of Rempstone for his latest critique.
There are also not one, not two, but three letters this month, so
thank you to those readers who felt strongly enough to put pen to
paper (and so ensured that I wasn’t left with a big gap in the
middle of this month’s edition). Please do keep them coming.
Finally, thank you to those of you who have been kind enough to
get in touch to say that you enjoyed last month’s edition.
I shan’t be publishing any of your comments - this is the Bunny
Bulletin, not Grazia. But thank you, nonetheless.
The Editor
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LATEST NEWS: LATEST NEWS: LATEST NEWS

Traffic lights and road closures
mean six weeks of disruption
You’ll no doubt have seen the traffic lights which have sprung up
on the A60 through the village this week. But they are only the
first part of six weeks of work which will also see the whole road
closed through Bunny during weekday evenings.
Residents living along Loughborough Road were sent letters by Via
East Midlands, which manages highways for the county council,
just a week before the first phase of work (improving drainage on
the road) started on Monday, February 18.
There will be traffic lights in place during this first phase. But the
second stage (restructuring the carriageway) will mean closing the
A60 all the way from Keyworth Lane to Ash Lane.
The road closures will be from 6pm to 6am, and should just be
Mondays to Fridays, although some weekend work may be needed.
Closures are due to start on Monday March 11, but this is
assuming that the first phase keeps to timescale - drainage work
can be complicated, and the weather also has a role to play.
So what will the main road through Bunny being closed actually
mean?
The letter to residents says that: “Vehicular access to properties
will be maintained wherever possible (our italics), but may be
limited at times depending on the location and nature of work
being carried out at any particular time.
“Where access is maintained, residents must follow the direction
from our traffic marshals.”
Once you’ve made it out of your driveway or road, and onto the
A60, you will then be faced with the challenge of getting where you
need to go.
The official signed diversion route is down the A60 to Rempstone,
then on the A6006 over to the A46, and all the way up to Saxondale
island, before heading east on the A52 through Radcliffe-on-Trent
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LATEST NEWS: LATEST NEWS: LATEST NEWS
and past Gamston to the Wheatcroft roundabout and back to the
A60.
Obviously, at a length of 30 miles, only the biggest vehicles and/or
the most uninformed drivers are likely to take this route. But for
local traffic it looks
like there will be
plenty of trips through
Wysall in order to get
where you need to go.
With more than
11,000 vehicles a day
using the A60 through
Bunny, there’s going
to be a lot of traffic
being diverted onto
local roads.
As for disruption if
you stay in the village,
the letter to residents
says: "These works
will generate some
noise and we
appreciate that it may
cause some disruption
at times, however
every effort will be
made to keep this to a
minimum."
It should also be
pointed out that the
work won’t be completed in February and March. Workers will be
back later in the year to carry out the resurfacing work itself.
* If you’re affected by the work, let us know by emailing
editor.bunnybulletin@gmail.com.
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LATEST NEWS: LATEST NEWS: LATEST NEWS

End to traffic congestion at
Nottingham Knight island?
If you’ve ever been stuck in a queue at the Nottingham Knight
roundabout - and who hasn’t? - then there may be an end in sight
to your frustrations.
Highways England wants to carry out a big revamp of the
roundabout so that it has traffic lights, more lanes, extra link
roads, and crossings for cyclists.
It says that the roundabout at the junction of the A60 and A52
“suffers from severe congestion at peak travel times, leading to
long queues on all approaches".
For traffic heading towards Bunny on the A52 Clifton Boulevard,
there would be a new dedicated lane going straight through the
middle of the island (see map right, courtesy of Highways
England).
And for traffic heading towards Bunny on the A52 from the
direction of Wheatcroft roundabout, there would be additional
lanes provided.
There will be three new crossings for cyclists and pedestrians.
A new monthly village market has started up at the White Horse
Inn in Church Street, Ruddington. It has
been organised by volunteers and local
businesses headed up by the Ruddington
Village Centre Partnership and the inn.
The first event at the beginning of February
featured stallholders including Peckish
Artisan Kitchen, Alight Candle Company,
Turners Bakery and Doughnotts.
The next event is from 9am to 12.30pm on Saturday, March 2.
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LATEST NEWS: LATEST NEWS: LATEST NEWS
The work is due to start in 2022 and be completed by 2023 or 2024,
as part of £68m of improvements to junctions along the A52.
There are similar plans at the Wheatcroft roundabout.

Three public exhibition sessions on the plans have already been
held, two in Ruddington and one in Edwalton, but for anyone who
didn’t attend, the exhibition leaflets and brochures are available to
view at https://highwaysengland.co.uk/projects/a52-nottinghamjunctions/.
The housing application highlighted in last month’s edition, for a
development of nine homes to be built on the site of the old
football pitch off Loughborough Road in Bunny, has not been
decided upon yet. But it is likely to go to the planning committee
at Rushcliffe Borough Council on Thursday March 14. So see
next month’s edition for an update. Probably.
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BUNNY PARISH
Notes of the Parish Council meeting of January 17th.
Clerk’s Report on previous meeting business
* The Chairman reported that the school was seeking financial
support towards the £2,000 cost needed to carry out the safety work
on the trees at the school. It was agreed that the Chairman should
speak to the Head about the matter as the Council were not opposed
to helping, but would not consider this to be an ongoing commitment.
* Cllr. Pete Pearson agreed to provide the Clerk with the necessary
information to allow the Council to proceed with plans for a minor
diversion change of route for footpath no 19 off Gotham Lane and
through Bunny New Wood. This would involve applying for
permission and then funding might be sought for a seat.
* Village Hall grouting work. Cllr Pete Pearson thought that he could
find someone to carry out the work under the BIG Scheme.
* Cllr Chris Brown reported on the latest CPR training event. The
possible provision of defibrillators was discussed. There was a
considerable difference in the cost being quoted by organisations. It
was agreed that Cllr. Chris Brown would investigate further.
* The Chairman raised the issue of the Village website. This had been
the subject of comment in the Village Survey and the current
controller had indicated that the site was in need of redevelopment.
The Clerk said that the person who had developed the website for
East was carrying out similar work for other parishes. The Chairman
said that it would be possible to migrate all the information on the
current website to the new one. It was agreed to proceed with the
provision of a new site.
Correspondence
* Cllr Izumi Featherstone provide a summary of the Village Survey
and it was agreed that this needed to be considered in detail.
* Rushcliffe BC had reminded councils of the elections on May 2nd.
* A resident had written regarding the Western Power road works at
Bradmore which had caused severe traffic disruption.
Planning
Mr and Mrs S Mourtzis. Land adjacent Loughborough Road,
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COUNCIL MINUTES
residential development of up to nine dwellings. Object on the grounds
that the application (1) Involved the former football field which is
within the conservation area and identified as open space and
woodland. It would therefore adversely affect the landscape and
ambience of the village; (2) The development is too large for the site
and has unsuitable access; (3) The plans for the inclusion of three
“affordable” homes are unsatisfactory; (4); Would involve the loss of
trees; (5) The site was subject to flooding.
Village Hall
* The Chairman said that the current administrator would continue to
the end of January. The Clerk reported that there had been one
applicant for the post, but that they would be unable to consider the
post until the Autumn. Cllr. Izumi Featherstone agreed to undertake
the bookings and invoicing on a temporary basis.
* Signs had been placed regarding the storage of tables and chairs.
* The contractors had been reminded about the faulty light in the
store room.
Budget and Precept
* The council considered the budget and precept for 2019/20. The
Village Hall would continue to require funding to ensure its viability.
After discussion the council agreed a precept of £19,000 for 2019/20.
Environment
* The Chairman said that there had been considerable interest in the
book of Photographs of the Tour Of Britain put together by the Clerk
and copies had been requested. The Clerk would investigate the cost
of producing these.
* Cllr Pete Pearson reported that there had been a good response at
the recent meeting which had led to the formation of the Bunny
Improvement Group. He said that plans were for volunteers to
undertake some tasks to achieve improvements to the village. Such
work would include the cleaning and painting of the benches. The
Council approved an initial allocation of £20 for materials for the
group which would be led by Cllr Pete Pearson. A further meeting
would be arranged shortly.
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Bunny Improvement Group
Bunny Improvement Group would like residents to get involved in
discussing, agreeing and supporting its aims and ambitions for our
village. In the meantime, BIG has taken the opportunity to focus on
the recent questionnaire and its results. Whilst the number of
returns was not high, the responses are perhaps indicative of where
BIG could be looking to act. Some of these areas are:

1) "It was felt attention was needed to overgrown hedges, grass
verges and footpath maintenance." It is acknowledged that BIG
should not replace the council and their funds are increasingly
prioritised for more urgent demands. What can BIG do?
2) Website. There are already plans to add BIG to the village
website. This can keep residents informed of jobs being attended to
and progress being made. The skill and expertise of village
residents can help in many of these projects. Social media is not to
everyone's liking but perhaps could also be of use.
3) It was mentioned that "fewer people are getting involved in
village life." This is not strictly true as there are many village
groups involving members of the local community. For example, the
lunch bunch, the choir, messy church, handbells and so on.
BIG is about improving the village environment for the residents.
Spare time is a precious commodity for all the people of Bunny due
to work, families and other commitments. We are also an ageing
population. BIG’s ambition is to become a community group for all
ages to get out and about, enjoy some fresh air, keep moving, meet
new people and to gain a sense of achievement .
Look out for "IS IT ON THE LIST" of jobs to be done over
the coming months - can you help? The first job is to paint some of
the public benches around the village. This is scheduled for
Saturday 30th March starting at 10 am, with people meeting at
the village hall. There is, of course, a BIG thank you in anticipation
for any time and expertise you may be able to contribute.
Stella Alldred, on behalf of the Bunny Improvement Group
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Your Letters
As a former editor of the Bunny Bulletin, may I take this opportunity to thank Christopher Paul who, in the absence of any other
volunteers and, in order to prevent the Bulletin from folding, stoically put together contributions sent in by villagers and sent them
off to the printer. This he did from October 2017 until January
2019.
Unseen and unsung, Heather Paul (Treasurer) and Chris Brown
(Advertising Editor) also deserve recognition for their continuing
roles on the Bunny Bulletin Committee; Heather since its inception in
1998, and Chris since 2004.
Villages such as Bunny rely upon
members of their communities to set
up and run their enterprises and organisations.
The Bunny Bulletin, set up by Linnet
Hodgkins, Heather Paul, Jenny Norbury and the late Alison Evans in September 1998 is a case in point.
It now provides an excellent opportunity for existing clubs, Fab Fun,
Gardeners, Lunch Bunch, Community
Choir and History Group, to name a
few, to advertise their meetings and
The Bulletin in 2008
events, but also for individuals to initiate new groups. The Village Hall offers an excellent meeting place and Bunny Church has ample
space for concerts and the like.
So, ‘thank you’ Editor for taking up the reins of the Bulletin and
‘come on’ the rest of you! There are lots of organisations in Bunny
that need some help but, equally, many possibilities for new interest groups to be launched.
Kate Hunt, Loughborough Road
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Your Letters

Your Letters

May I please make a point having read February's Bunny Bulletin?
It relates to the remarkably low response rate (15%) to the Parish
Council's recent Village Survey. Perhaps the response rate may
have been higher had the questionnaire been delivered (and
collected) door-to-door, but this would still have left the problem of
representation (i.e. do the
respondents constitute a fair
cross-section of the village's
residents?). Nevertheless, the
survey was a prime opportunity
for the community to express its
views on a collective basis, hence
it's disappointing to find that so
many people living in the village
either don't have or are unwilling to share their views.
Your predecessor cautiously raised in an Editorial a matter that is
often discussed within, for example, the Parish Council and other
active groups in the village. This is the ‘community’ vs ‘dormitory’
split that is evident in Bunny as in other villages.
Neither is right or wrong, of course, but their differences are
conspicuous: the older residents who have lived in Bunny for many
years are more active in community activities, whereas the
younger residents who are relative newcomers tend to be less
engaged. There are some obvious explanations for this dichotomy,
such as child rearing and work commitments taking priority over
involvement in community activities.
Given that so few people made their views known, there is little
guidance for the Parish Council to commit to or follow up
suggestions that were made for improvements, and all
improvements need volunteers - which reflects the call made by the
newly-established Bunny Improvement Group (BIG). So here's
hoping that more new faces will join the old (in both senses) faces
by getting involved in 2019!
Dick Wilson, Loughborough Road

Every house in the Village is within five minutes of an extensive
network of footpaths and bridal ways over moorland, along
meandering waterways, up energetic climbs and through ancient
woodlands. As you walk this network it offers all the seasonal
changes you would expect and chances to observe boxing hares,
soaring buzzards, fishing herons, little egrets and many of the
more common garden birds.
On sunny days it is easy to spot brown trout, bullheads and
minnows in the stream. You will also spot a multitude of wild
flowers, especially in April/May when the bluebells are at their
best. Only last month I saw a kingfisher in full flight along the
brook and then shooting up the bank, its blue wings glistening.
This winter has brought into sharp focus some new species, some
of local origin but others from far afield. Australia has sent us
some not so rare hedging that boasts blue can-like flowers with a
red emblem in the form of F. It is known locally as Fosters.
Another import, this one from Belgium and known as Stella Artois,
looks like a cream-coloured fungus
and is found in hedge bottoms and
ditches. It often contains sloshed
slugs in search of an amber nectar.
The third, indigenous, species is found
hanging from trees and tall bushes
and is usually black.
Do not examine these as I understand
they contain a particularly offensive
material that can cause serious illness
and loss of sight. Persons maintaining our hedges are at great risk
when operating strimmers as these fruits can burst and disperse
their dangerous contents into the air.
Please don't be put off by my observations, get out and enjoy what
is on offer. But you do have to worry about the mentality of those
who import these species to our Bunny.
Pete Pearson, Main Street
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Wish You
Were Beer
THE WHITE LION, REMPSTONE
I'm sure other BB contributors will be able to tell you much about
the interesting history of Rempstone. Specifically, how many
moons ago parishioners saved their church by moving it stone by
stone from its original standing, 1km to the north west, to its
current position close the village centre.
Two hundred and fifty plus years on, the locals have been at it
again, exerting their will to preserve the legacy of the village for
future generations.
In the UK,
since 2000,
approximately
500 UK pubs
have closed
each year. I do
not see this as
a bad thing
but rather
Darwinism
distilling the
gin pool to
ensure
consumers get
the best
experience for their overtaxed pint of refreshing ale.
Locally, when The Red Lion in Costock was finally laid to rest, few
mourned. (Although it’s worrying that the Generous Briton has
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accepted its village monopoly by relinquishing everything that
made it stand out when it had competition.)
Maybe the Costock villagers, if the opportunity arose, could follow
a different feline fortune: in 2016, The White Lion in Rempstone,
having fallen into disrepair, was put up for adoption and was duly
rescued by four local residents.
Fully refurbished, today the shareholding is spread amongst 14
members who take pride in ensuring this building continues to
serve the community.
This intimate tavern glows with warmth and character. My visit,
shortly after the festive, was welcomed by a help yourself whole
Stilton, with crackers, and mince pies on the bar. The gastric
offering, I understand, continues throughout the year with
seasonal fayre.
This excellent cheese was certainly a fine accompaniment to my
superb pint (until I spotted a regular patron dig saliva ridden
fingers into the truckle - alternative hygiene-sealed snacks are
available for purchase!).
This is not a dining pub, but does offer occasional themed food
nights, supports the local fish and chip van on a Tuesday, and
offers up occasional live music in its courtyard.
Rempstone should be rightly proud of what it has achieved. I would
encourage all to go and experience The White Lion, even if it is just
to fathom the misquote above the fireplace...

23 Main Street, Rempstone LE12 6RH
https://www.facebook.com/whitelionrempstone/
01509 889111
Hmm, too far
35 mins (six miles) avoiding A60 via Wysall
Kinch Bus 9
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MY BUNNY

I later moved in, and we had three children here.

Did you go to school here?
I went to school in Bunny until I was 13. I didn’t pass my 11plus, so I went to People’s College and ended up doing an
apprenticeship. When I was going to People’s College I got the
same bus as my future wife, Brenda, who went to West
Bridgford Grammar School.

What groups and organisations have you been / are you
involved with in Bunny?
I’m a member of Ruddington and District Choral Society, the
musical director of Bunny Handbells, and I still go to church.
When I was
a young boy
I was in the
choir, and I
played for
Bunny
United FC
from 1947,
which was
their first
season.
[Editor’s
note: John
became vicecaptain of
Bunny United, thought to be 1948/49 season. John
Bunny
is on the left of the middle row.
United, and
also played
for People’s College, Ruddington FC, and Robin Hood. He would
be too modest to mention it, but he was described at the time as
a “fine player”, with the Football News saying in 1949 that “J
Henson, half-back for Bunny, showed a great feat of soccer skill
seldom seen in amateur football”. The Football Post also noted
that, “If only a few more players would take note of the
sportsmanship of J Henson, football today would greatly
benefit.”]

How did you end up in your current house?
I joined the RAF when I was 21, and was stationed at Hemswell
[in Lincolnshire]. While I was in the RAF we got married, in
1953. Brenda lived in this house with her mother.

What do you like about living in Bunny?
I used to know everybody in the village. Now it’s really only the
older ones, but I still have lots of friends in the village. I
wouldn’t want to go and live anywhere else.
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Every month a Bunny resident tells us about their life
in the village. This month…..John Henson.
How long have you lived in Bunny?
Since 1940, when I was nine.
Where do you live?
Loughborough Road.
Why did you move
to the village?
We lived in
Ruddington and my
dad worked at the
Chilwell Ordnance
depot off Wysall
Lane. My dad had to
cycle to work, and so
we moved here, to
Gotham Lane. Dad later moved to Ransome and Marles in
Bunny, and then to the brickworks.

NORBURY NATTERS
A big thank you to Chris for holding the editorial fort for so long,
ensuring that the Bunny Bulletin was able to continue publication.
Village Hall Administrator
Another thank you is due to Lizzy Cannon who has been the
administrator for the past couple of years. Lizzy has now taken up
full time employment and we wish her well. Until a permanent
replacement is able to take up the post, Izumi Featherstone has
agreed to undertake the bookings and invoicing work, and her
details appear elsewhere in this issue. This will require some
changes to the arrangements for opening and closing up of the hall.
However, please consider using the hall for your group activities, or
family parties.
Football Field
Thanks to the Bunny Bulletin the proposal for housing on the old
Football field has given rise to a great deal of comment around the
village, and with one exception it has been hostile. It also gave rise
to the fact that some residents who would be affected by the
development failed to receive the required letter informing them of
the application. The Nottingham Post publishes details of
applications involving listed buildings and conservation areas, but
normally it is necessary to access the Rushcliffe BC Planning site
to finds out details of applications. Also, from the end of March, the
Parish Council will cease to receive paper copies of applications.

Village Website
The responses to the village survey included some comments about
the Village website. To explain, the website was established by the
History Group and was primarily intended for the use by, for
example, family researchers and local historians. However, the
History Group were also happy to include items from others and
some time ago, as required by law, it became the home of Parish
Council documents. The website is now in need of redevelopment
and it has been agreed that the Parish Council will commission this
work. This will include the migration from the current website of
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all the existing information and continue to take contributions
from other village groups.
Bunny Parish Council
Name
Graham Norbury
(Chairman)
Pete Pearson
Steve Stubbs
John Alldred
Chris Brown
Maria Webb
Douglas Kerr
Izumi Featherstone
Mike Elliott
(Clerk to the Council)

Address
21 Main Street

Phone
984 6253

29 Main Street
23 Moor Lane
42 Loughborough Road
36 Main Street
30 Moor Lane
Orchard Lodge, Keyworth
17 Albert Road
19/21 Main St, Keyworth

921 3213
07483 052914

921 2280
921 1791
921 3561
984 7495
984 6466
937 6506

Peter Brown (1934-2018)
Peter and Hazel moved to Moor Lane, Bunny, in December 1965
when Sarah was 18 months old. Alison was born in 1966.
Peter’s professional life was spent in the School of Education at the
University of Nottingham, followed by 10 years teaching chemistry
at Nottingham Boys High School.
Peter loved the rural village life, where many friendships were
made, particularly through regular Friday night visits to the Rancliffe Arms. He had a lifelong love of classical music and choral
singing, and sang with several local choral societies. He was made
an honorary life member of the Nottingham Harmonic Choir after
a 30 year-membership.
Peter sadly passed away at home on 23rd December after a long illness, with his family around him. Hazel and her family would like
to thank friends and neighbours for their kindness and support,
particularly over the last year. Peter will be dearly missed by all
his family and friends.
Hazel, Sarah and Alison, Bethany and Thomas.

27

VILLAGE DIARY FOR MARCH
Date

Time

Event

Place
St Mary's
Bradmore
Comm.Hall

21

Thursday

2.30pm

Chat in Church

St Mary's

7.00pm

Handbells Practice

Almshouse

1.30pm

Mobile Library

Hill Top
Convent

2.05pm

Mobile Library

Church View

2.30pm

Mobile Library

Albert Road

7.00pm

Community Choir

Village Hall
St Mary's

1

Friday

7.00pm

Church Choir Practice

2

Saturday

2.00pm

Pancake Praise

5

Tuesday

10.00am Toddler Group

Village Hall

22

Friday

7.00pm

Church Choir Practice

2.30pm

Pancakes in Church

St Mary's

23

Saturday

10.30am

Nottingham Wind Ensemble St Mary's

7.30pm

Church Bell Ringing Practice

St Mary's
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Tuesday

10.00am

Toddler Group

7.30pm

Church Bell Ringing Practice St Mary's

6

7

Wednesday

Thursday

Blue & Green Bin Day
2.45pm

Ash Wednesday School Service St Mary's

7.00pm

Handbells Practice

Almshouse

3.30pm

‘Messy Church’

St Mary's

28

7.00pm

Community Choir

Village Hall

Church Choir Practice

Almshouse

Thursday

7.00pm

Community Choir

Village Hall

29

Friday

7.00pm

Church Choir Practice

St Mary's

St Mary's

30

Saturday

10.30am

Open Church & Book Sale

St Mary's

31

Sunday

10.15am

Sunday School Celebration

Bradmore
Methodists

7.00pm

12

Tuesday

10.00am Toddler Group

Village Hall

7.30pm

St Mary's

14

Wednesday

Thursday

Grey Bin Day
7.00pm

Handbells Practice

Almshouse

7.30pm

Gardeners' Meeting

Village Hall

12.00pm Lunch Bunch

Village Hall

7.00pm

Community Choir

Village Hall

Church Choir Practice

St Mary's

15

Friday

7.00pm

16

Saturday

10.30am Super Saturday

17

Sunday

6.45pm

Annual Parochial Church Mtg St Mary's

18

Monday

7.00pm

WI

19

Tuesday

10.00am Toddler Group

Village Hall

7.30pm

St Mary's

20

Wednesday

Grey Bin Day
Handbells Practice

Friday

13

Wednesday
7.00pm

8

Church Bell Ringing Practice
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Village Hall

Blue & Green Bin Day

28

Mon 6th May

May-Time Medley

St Mary's

Sat 3rd August

Sixties Sound concert

St Mary's

Bradmore
Comm.Hall
Village Hall

Church Bell Ringing Practice

Advance Notices

VILLAGE HALL ADMINISTRATOR
Until such time that a permanent administrator is in place, Izumi
Featherstone has agreed to take over the booking and invoicing for
the Village Hall. Izumi can be contacted at 17 Albert Road; mobile
07817 847586; or on izumi.featherstone@bunny.parish.email.
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CRIMES IN JANUARY
BUNNY
4th
4th
19th
19th
19th
29th
31st

Theft of fuel from petrol station
Camera stolen from premises at Bunny Park
Theft of tack from outbuilding at stables in Bunny Hill
Theft of tools from workshop at farm in Bunny Hill
Theft from outbuildings at farm premises Bunny Hill
Theft of fuel from petrol station
Theft of fuel from petrol station

BRADMORE
8th

Theft of quad bikes and wood chipper from buildings in
Pendock Lane

KEYWORTH
4th

Confrontation between a group of young people and an
adult in Nottingham Road
4th-7th Theft from motor vehicle in Fairway
10-17th Scratch to the side of a car parked in Nottingham Road
18-21st Theft from motor vehicle in Main Street
27th
Food items stolen from shop in The Square
28th
Verbal altercation between two people in Park Avenue
East (11.07am).
There were no crimes reported in Costock or Plumtree.
However, in Tollerton there were eight burglaries reported
between January 7 and January 24. These were mostly sheds and
outbuildings, but there was also one dwelling burglary in Cotgrave
Lane.
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BUNNY C OF E PRIMARY SCHOOL
Thankfully, January is now behind us and we can begin to look
forward to the second half of the Spring Term. Despite the dark
evenings, cold weather and illness, spirits have been high at school
and the children have begun the year with positivity and energy.
It is without doubt that the Young Voices Concert at the Genting
Arena in Birmingham
was a highlight of
January for the
children and parents
who attended. To be
part of a 7,000 school
choir was a moving and
highly rewarding
experience.
All the children put
their hearts and souls
into the performance
and sang and danced
the night away. Tony
Hadley from Spandau Ballet joined the choir for a special
performance of ‘Gold’ and Sharlene Hector from Basement Jaxx
also attended. We were immensely proud of the children as they
sang all the songs from memory, behaved impeccably and were a
real credit to the school community.
Mrs G Anelay, Head Teacher

The Little Ice Poem – by Chestnut Class
Crisp crackle under your feet,
Look under the magnifying glass to see what you meet,
Little mushroom has chuckly ice under its coat,
Sharp, spiky ice twigs and mini snowy Christmas trees,
Giant cobwebs like a smashed window,
White concrete full of silvery, sharp sticks,
Crystals of gleam and frozen grass as bright as an angel
Crystally cobwebs and crystal white frost like snow.
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BUNNY ALLOTMENTS RECIPE OF THE MONTH
Each month throughout the year, Bunny Allotments Association
will produce an easy-to-use recipe utilising seasonal vegetables or
fruit which is readily available from the allotment or garden at the
time. Following on from Phil's recipe for parsnip soup last month,
here is another simple soup recipe, suitable for vegetarians.
Leek and Potato Soup (serves 4-6)
Preparation time: Less than 30 mins
Cooking time: 10 to 30 mins
Ingredients:
1tbsp vegetable oil
1 onion, sliced
225g / 8oz potatoes, cubed
2 medium leeks, sliced
1.2 litres / 2 pints vegetable stock

BUNNY VILLAGE COMMUNITY CHOIR
At the end of January some of our members took part in a John
Rutter workshop at the Royal Concert Hall.
‘Come and Sing’ was an afternoon of choral singing to lift the spirits. The music was a mixture of old and new, including some of
John Rutter’s own well-loved choral works.
We are currently working on the programme for our performance
at the Bunny Church Fabric Fundraisers ‘May-time Medley’ event
on the afternoon of the May Bank Holiday (Monday May 6th).
In June we will have the opportunity to join with other choirs for
the “Hallé Drive -Time Concert at the Royal Concert Hall.
Our next meetings are on: Thursday February 28th, and Thursday
March 7th, 14th, 21st and 28th. We meet from 7pm to 8.30pm
Bunny Village Hall.

150ml / 5fl oz double cream or
creme fraiche
Salt and freshly ground black
pepper
Method:
Heat the oil in a large pan and
add the onions, leeks and
potatoes.
Cook for 3-4 minutes until they are starting to soften.
Add the vegetable stock and bring to the boil. Season well and
simmer until the vegetables are tender.
Pour the contents into a blender and puree. Reheat in a clean pan
and stir in the cream or creme fraiche. Heat through and serve. A
very simple yet tasty recipe. Enjoy!

For more information email kate.m.hunt@outlook.com

Would you like an allotment? Plots are currently available.
Please contact Cathy on 07803 004582 or Sheila on 9213783
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Spot The Difference
Something is missing from the village...the Rancliffe sign
succumbed to the wind on Saturday February 9. Thanks to
Christopher Paul for making the spot.

Bunny and Bradmore Baby and Toddler Group
All babies and toddlers and their carers are welcome to Bunny
Village Hall on Tuesdays in term time
between 10am and 11.30am.
We have toys, a little snack, a chance to
make new friends and we finish by singing
some songs. It costs just £1.50 for the first
child and 50p for any additional children.
If you need to get in touch, please contact Nikki on 07944 687260
or Steve on 07843 052914.

34

35

HARBINGER OF SPRING
Over the wold and over the hill,
Comes seasonal missive clear.
Banish the cold and wintery ill,
Springtime soon will be here.
Down in the wood the violet’s begun,
And celandine hints its gold,
Anemone turns to face the sun,
Bluebells pierce the leaf mould.
Deep in the copse the dunnocks sit
tight,
And eager frogs seek the pond.
Greening buds burst to catch the
light,
Blackbirds renew their bond,
What year will bring, we cannot yet know,
As seasons shift out of gear.
Warm vernal rain, or easterly snow,
Sunshine’s welcoming cheer?
One thing is clear, at this time of
year,
Come welcoming breeze or gale.
The tableaux of nature will appear,
As winter lifts its dark veil.
Chris Terrell-Nield 2019

Early dog violet
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Notes From The Wood
By early March the wood is coming out of winter as flora and
fauna become active. The bluebell shoots have been showing for
several weeks, and some plants (such as red campion) never
stopped flowering, probably because there was no persistent
seasonal snow or frost.
In the bushes, long-tailed tits and dunnocks have been busy, and
blackbirds and robins are singing loud to re-establish their
territories. By March the first spring plants are in flower, and
these are mostly violets, with wood anemones a little later.
First to flower, often in February is the scented sweet violet (Viola
odorata). Like other violets it is a short, native perennial found in
open woodlands, hedge banks and road verges. It occurs in several
local areas but isn’t recorded from the wood.
The one you will see in March is early dog violet (Viola
reichenbachiana) which grows near nature trail post 6 and under
the bridge at the top of Boundary Ride.
The species is named after Heinrich Gustav Reichenbach, who
specialised in Orchids. It grows in shade on hedge-banks and in
deciduous woods, mainly on base-rich soils, and is un-scented. It
has lilac flowers with a dark purple spur.
The species is less common than common dog-violet (Viola
riviniana) which flowers from mid-March to May, and is also unscented. The natural species is easily separated from early dog
violet since the flower spur is pale.
Violets have a landing pad for insects on their lowest petal. This
has dark stripes which guide flies towards the spur. Here the plant
secretes nectar, and insects pick up and deposit pollen. However,
violets are hermaphrodite and most seed is produced from selfpollinating flowers that never open.
Snowdrops (Galanthus spp.) bloom earlier than violets. They are
typically found near human habitation, or where buildings used to
be, or are often planted, so their absence from the wood is further
evidence that there has been no planting or habitation. Although
considered native, snowdrops were probably introduced in the
early 16th century.
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SOWING, PLANTING, LIFTING AND DIVIDING?

BUNNY AND DISTRICT GARDENERS

We need your help - again!
Bunny Church Fabric Fundraisers are holding their May Day
Medley event on Monday May 6th and, as we had a great
response to the plant stall last year, we are planning to have one
again this year.

The AGM will take place at 7.30 on March 13th in the Village Hall.
This will be followed by our guest speaker Don Whitton, who
is making a welcome return to Bunny.
His topic will be plants which have been awarded a Royal
Horticultural Society Award of Garden Merit.
All welcome. Visitors £3 on the door. Annual Membership £15

The Bunny Lunch Bunch will be meeting on Thursday
March 14 at 12 noon in Bunny Village Hall.
The menu is:
Baked fish with cheese sauce, peas, carrots and
croquette potatoes
Sticky toffee pudding and cream
Tea or coffee
Cost £3. If you wish to join our group or book your
place please ring Jan on 984 1570 before Tuesday March 12.
How can you help?
1 - Sow some seeds especially for the plant stall and grow them on so
that they are ready to plant out in May. Flowers or vegetables.
2 - Set aside any surplus plants that you have grown in your allotment or
garden.
3 - When lifting and dividing established plants and shrubs in late winter
or early spring, don’t throw away your surplus, just pot them up so that
they are ready for re-planting in May.

Derek’s Tours
2019 Trips & Tours Programme out now
April 10: National Arboretum & Lichfield

No-one, of course, will part with their cash for a tray of unidentifiable
wilting seedlings, but well-grown plants, potted up, labelled and maybe
with an accompanying picture of them in bloom should be a seller! How
about it folks?
Kate Hunt (kate.m.hunt@outlook.com)

Interested? Telephone 0115 937 4296

38

39

Or contact Kath on 07825 496783
e-mail derekstoursok@gmail.com

St Mary the Virgin Bunny with
Bradmore Parish Church
Services for Bunny & Bradmore in March
Quinquagesima
Sunday

3rd

Wednesday

6th

Thursday

7th

Friday

8th

Sunday
Lent 1

10th

10th
10th
Sunday
Lent 2

17th
17th

Friday

22nd

Sunday

24th

Bunny

We want your scrap metal!

2.45pm School & Village
Ash Wednesday

Bunny

3.30pm ‘Messy Church’

Bunny

Jack Muston (with some help and with the kind support of TBD
Morris) is organising a scrap metal drive to raise money for his
school: Bunny C of E Primary School.

10.30am Family Service

12 noon Stations of the
Cross
9.00am Holy Communion

10.15am Sunday School
6.00pm Evensong
10.15am Sunday School
6.00pm Holy Communion

12 noon Stations of the
Cross
9.00am Holy Communion

Bunny

on Saturday 27 April between 9am and 11.30am

Bradmore
Hall

All money raised will be donated to Bunny School for funds for
school equipment, projects and experiences for the benefit of the
children of Bunny School.

Bunny
Bradmore
Hall
Bunny

Metals / items we would welcome:
Pots and pans, light fixtures, screws and nails, metal roofing, file
cabinets, washing machines, bicycles, lawnmowers, gutters, shovel
heads, wheel barrows, hot water tanks, car parts, metal patio sets,
railings, metal shelving, plumbing parts AND MORE!

Bunny

(We are not able to take fridge, freezers, gas cylinders or anything
that contains gas.)

Bunny

Please start collecting and putting aside your metal items to help
make this fundraising event a success!

24th

10.15am Sunday School

Bradmore
Hall

31st

10.15am Sunday School
Celebration Service

Bradmore
Methodists
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Bunny School car park

Bradmore

Lent 3

Mothering
Sunday

Please bring your unwanted scrap metal to:

Any queries please contact James Muston: 07768 645379
Thank you.

41

Bunny Church Fabric Fundraisers would
like to thank all those who supported our
fundraising efforts in 2018. We are pleased that
the new inner doors have been so well-received
by the community using the church.
We are hoping to continue with our fundraising
and will now turn our focus on connecting the
church to a water supply and to improving the draught-proofing of
the bell tower. We will need advice on these targets but will
continue holding events in the hope of raising the required funds.
The following events are planned for 2019. Please make a note of
them and if you can offer help in planning or participating on any
the dates please let us (Jan Eastgate, Nicola Groom, Linda Lucas,
Lynn Hind, Gill Wilson or Churchwardens) know. If we know in
advance who will be available it makes the planning so much
easier. The dates arranged are:
Saturday 23rd March at 7.30pm Nottingham Wind Ensemble
present ‘Off The Page’, music inspired by famous literature.
Monday 6th May from 2pm to 5pm ‘Maytime Medley’, an
afternoon of live musical entertainment with a few stalls and
‘afternoon tea’ refreshments.
Saturday 3rd August from 7.30 to10.30pm ‘Sixties Sounds’, our
ever-popular dance evening with live band music.
Saturday 16th November from 10.30am to 3.30pm ‘Festive
Gift Fair’, stalls with a variety of Christmas crafts and foods.
All these events are held in the church. Make sure you
don’t miss out – put these dates on the calendar now!

OPEN CHURCH
Join us for coffee and biscuits at St Mary’s, Bunny,
on Saturday March 30th from 10.30am to 12.30pm
Jan will have her Jamboree Jams and other preserves,
and Christopher his bargain second-hand books for sale.
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Back In The Day

Our picture this month (courtesy of Picture Nottingham) shows
Church Street decorated for the coronation of Queen Elizabeth II
in 1953.
On the right hand side of the street, opposite the Victorian school now the village hall - stand two iconic Sir Thomas Parkyns houses
built in 1739. Sir Thomas was the famous wrestling baronet and
Bunny village benefactor.
Sadly, these fine well-built houses were demolished, along with an
earlier cottage, in the 1960s.
The village celebrated the coronation with street parties and the
planting of an avenue of conifer trees on the south side of the
church, paid for by residents at 10 shillings (50p) a tree; and the
schoolchildren each received a commemorative New Testament.
There were three church services to celebrate the coronation - and
the vicar requested that ALL residents attend at least one of them!
Roger Sewell, Bunny History Society
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BUNNY BULLETIN INFORMATION
ONLINE
Editions can be viewed online at www.bunnyvillage.org.uk.
DIARY PAGES
If you are holding an event and would like it included in the
Village Diary pages, please contact Heather on 0115 9845172.
COPY
E-mail copy to: editor.bunnybulletin@gmail.com. Please send text
articles as Word documents (.docx); spreadsheets as Excel files
(.xls) and pictures as JPEGs (.jpg). Handwritten items can be delivered to Erica at 34 Main Street.
COPY DEADLINE
Deadline for next edition: Monday, March 18
Delivery of next edition: Weekend of March 30/31

ADVERTISING
Enquiries to editor.bunnybulletin@gmail.com.
DISTRIBUTION
If you have not received your current issue, contact your local
distributor or ring Phil Brown on 0115 9211791.
COMMITTEE
Editor: editor.bunnybulletin@gmail.com.
Invoicing & Minutes: Chris Brown, 36 Main Street, 9211791
Diary Editor & Treasurer: Heather Paul, 148 Loughborough Road,
9845172
Disclaimer: Any opinions expressed in the Bunny Bulletin are not necessarily
those of the Editorial Committee, who reserve the right to edit material as and
when it is considered appropriate.
Please note: Articles in the Bunny Bulletin are for circulation to the residents of
Bunny village and for others by subscription only. The information they contain is
not to be printed in any other publication without the author’s express permission.
This also applies to articles viewable on the village website.

46

47

48

49

50

51

52

53

CONTACTS FOR LOCAL GROUPS
Allotments
Sheila 0115 9213783 or Cathy 07830 04582
Baby & Toddlers
Nikki 07944 687260 or Steve 07843 052914
Bunny Improvement Group
Pete 0115 9213213 (petepearson44@gmail.com)

Church Bell Ringing
Marylin 0115 9844081
Church Choir
Heather 0115 9845172
Community Choir
Kate 0115 9847090 (kate.m.hunt@outlook.com)
Fabric Fundraisers
Jan 0115 9841570
Friends of Bunny School
friendsofbunnyschool@gmail.com
Gardeners
Graham 0115 9846253
Handbells
John 0115 9211335

History
Roger 0115 9216596
Lunch Bunch
Jan 0115 9841570
Messy Church
Joey (joeyhamilton102@gmail.com)
Women's Institute
Anne 0115 9213798 or 07811 594961
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USEFUL TELEPHONE NUMBERS
Bunny Primary School

0115

921 2727

Church House Surgery, Ruddington

0115

984 7101

Church View Dental Practice, Ruddington

0115

984 8024

Crimestoppers UK

0800

555111

East Leake Health Centre

01509

852181

East Leake Leisure Centre

01509

852956

Electricity Loss of Supply

105

Flood Warning Line

0800

988 1188

Gas Emergency

0800

111999

Hate Crime Helpline

0800

138 1625

Keyworth Dental Surgery

0115

937 5828

Keyworth Health Centre

0115

937 3527

Keyworth Leisure Centre

0115

937 5582

Keyworth Library

0115

937 3509

Leakline & Sewer Problems

0800

783 4444

Neighbourhood Watch Co-ordinator

0115

984 5172

NHS Direct

111

Nottingham City Hospital

0115

969 1169

Nottinghamshire County Council

0300

500 8080

Police (if crime in progress call 999)

101

Queen's Medical Centre

0115

924 9924

Ruddington Library

0115

921 2309

Ruddington Medical Centre

0115

921 1144

Rushcliffe Borough Council

0115

981 9911

South Wolds Academy

0115

937 3506

Telephone Preference Service

0207

291 3320

Treeline Dental Care, Keyworth

0115

937 2226

Village Dental Practice, East Leake

01509

852399

Village Hall Administrator

07817

847586
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