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BUNNY HALL HALF A CENTURY AGO
Delivered free to every household in Bunny

HOME BOARDING FOR DOGS
I have been boarding dogs in my home for 12 years now. I recently moved to Bunny Hill Top and have a very secure big
garden.
I only take one dog at a time so it is very much a one-to-one.
I have always had a regular little group of dogs, but sadly
some of the ones who have been with me since the start are
now passing over Rainbow Bridge.
My present longest boarder is a black Lab who belongs to a
local vet. She comes in many times in the year.
I love walking but like to take the dog and not be taken by
the dog, so dogs must walk calmly on the lead. The dogs are
never let off the lead when off my property but have free access to the garden.
For further information and prices I can be contacted by
email laurelfarm@yahoo.com or phone 01509 856493. Val.
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EDITORIAL
How, I wonder, would the residents of Bunny feel about opening up
their gardens for the public to see?
There seems to have been a proliferation of these events in recent
years. East Leake held its first
‘Open Gardens’ recently;
Bradmore’s event is this weekend
(June 29); and other places such
as Cotgrave and Willoughby-onthe-Wolds regularly do something
similar.
Obviously, not everyone would
want to take part. (‘Here’s the
overgrown patch we’ve been
meaning to tackle for years.’
‘These are the dahlias that were
recently decapitated by nextdoor’s football.’)
But at the very least it’s a relatively low-effort way of raising
money for a good cause, with the added benefit of seeing how
others in the village live.
Speaking of which, Bunny Hall is the most prominent building in
the village, but how many of us can say we have even visited it, let
alone lived there? This month (p14) we hear from one woman about
what it was really like to call the Hall her home - and it has to be
said it sounds idyllic.
Elsewhere Maria Webb tells us about her 21 years living in Bunny
(p24); there’s a full report from the parish council following the
meeting which saw two new members join up (p18); ‘Chirpings’
considers the pros and cons of artificial grass (p38); the Fabric
Fundraisers round up a busy past year (p42); and ‘Back In The
Day’ takes a look at the Bunny brickworks (p45).
Meanwhile our pub reviewer takes a visit to the Generous Briton
in Costock (p20) to see how it’s faring under the new team now
running it. I don’t think it’s giving too much away to say that the
dessert there really is something to behold.

The Editor
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LATEST NEWS: LATEST NEWS: LATEST NEWS

High turnout as Lib Dems
win locally in Euro election
Rushcliffe had the highest turnout in Nottinghamshire as the
district narrowly voted for the Liberal Democrats as the biggest
party in the European elections.
44.9% of the electorate put pen to
ballot paper in Rushcliffe, compared
to an average across the East
Midlands of 34.9%. The results for the
seven main parties in Rushcliffe were:
Liberal Democrats - 10,580 (27.3%)
Brexit Party - 10,503 (27.2%)
Green Party - 6,024 (15.6%)
Conservative - 5,085 (13.1%)
Labour Party - 3,270 (8.5%)
Change UK - 1,851 (4.8%)
UKIP - 1,056 (2.7%)

Annunziata Rees-Mogg
(Twitter / @zatzi)

However, across the wider East Midlands constituency - which
Rushcliffe is a part of and which elects a total of five MEPs - the
overall picture was: Brexit Party 452,321; Liberal Democrats
203,989; Labour Party 164,682; Conservative 126,138; Green Party
124,630; UKIP 58,198; Change UK 41,117.
That meant, under the slightly complicated way in which seats are
allocated, that the Brexit Party had three MEPs elected
(Annunziata Rees-Mogg, Jonathan Bullock, Matthew Patten); the
Lib Dems ne (Bill Newton Dunn); and Labour one (Rory Palmer).
Lost a door key? One has been found by the Village Hall notice
board. Yale lock type. Contact Jan on 9841570.
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LATEST NEWS: LATEST NEWS: LATEST NEWS

Sensory lighting at Keyworth
Leisure Centre learner pool
The learner pool at Keyworth Leisure Centre now has new sensory
lighting to help swimmers with a variety of special needs.
The lighting is aimed at helping those with a range of conditions
such as autism, ADHD, cerebral palsy, dementia, depression and
anxiety.
The colour mixing
lights and rotating
mirror ball allow the
pool to change colour,
with the aim being to
create a combination
of lights, colours and
sounds which provide
a safe environment.
Keyworth Leisure
Centre Manager
Hamish MacInnes
said: “This is an exciting project which sets Keyworth apart from
other leisure centres in the local area. The pool will provide a
warm, calming and safe environment that enables all to explore
and engage with their senses.”

More homes planned for Ruddington
A formal application has gone in to build 174 new homes off
Wilford Lane in Ruddington (opposite Ruddington Grange Golf
Club). This area has been described as ‘the last green gateway into
Ruddington’, and was only allocated around 130 houses in the
Rushcliffe Borough Council local plan. The application has been
put in by Bloor Homes.
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MEMORIES OF LIVING
In 1967, Jane Edwards moved into Bunny Hall following her
marriage to John, the son of owner Bertie Edwards. Here, Jane
remembers what living in Bunny Hall with John and his children
in the late 1960s was like.
It was through my love of horses and riding that I met my
husband, John, and came to live in Bunny Hall in 1967.
The Hall was owned by my father-in-law, Bertie Edwards, along
with Bunny Park, which he farmed.
A farm manager, who lived in South Lodge, ran the farm, helped
by two farm workers. One lived in North Lodge and the other in
Mews Cottage, which was part of the stable block.
The Walled Garden and Park Farm House (the dovecote in the pub
car park) were also part of the estate. A couple lived in The Walled
Garden and ran Bunny Hall Nurseries which was popular with the
locals, and also had a passing trade.
It was very quiet and peaceful living at the Hall at that time, the
only sound of traffic came from lorries leaving Baldwins in the
early morning and going
up Bunny Hill.
Occasionally fairground
organ music could be
heard coming from
Dorman’s Gallopers,
which they would set up
at their home at the
bottom of Bunny Hill, in
readiness for travelling
to the fairs.
Regularly at weekends
Bunny Hall in the 1950s
we could hear cheering
from the fans on the
football field when Bunny United were playing. There was always
a crowd of enthusiastic supporters.
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IN BUNNY HALL
I was often alone in the Hall, so along with our two dachshunds, I
would enjoy exploring the uninhabited part. Many of the rooms
were just as they would have been many decades earlier, the rooms
at the front, overlooking the rose garden, always seemed to be lit
up with the morning sunshine, and I would sometimes venture into
the old kitchen, which is the oldest part of the Hall close to the
tower.
There were huge ovens on one wall and a serving hatch leading
through to the servants’ dining hall, which had a parquet floor and
a row of bells high up
on the wall. A door
from the kitchen led
to the butler’s pantry
where there were
many cupboards and
a rather ornate
fireplace.
I spent many hours
in the lovely old
stable block, as I had
been given a retired
racehorse, Windsor,
as a wedding present,
so I rode a lot with my
The Hall from the air in 1965
step-daughter who
had a pony called
Buttons. We had the whole of Bunny Park to ride in, and also the
Wilderness, which was covered in snowdrops early in the year.
There were many animals on the farm, store cattle in the large
barn, pigs in the outbuildings in the farmyard and the piggery, and
sheep grazed with the horses in the Home Field.
My step-son, who was at boarding school, loved spending time on
the farm, and we were all very sad when it was sold after the death
of my father-law.
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When I first moved to Bunny, the village didn’t appear to hold as
many social events as it does now, though perhaps I was too busy
with my own life and new family to notice.
The Rancliffe Arms seemed to be where the villagers gathered, as
it was a typical local where you could just drop in and there would
be someone to chat to. There were darts and singing along to the
piano and Bunny United Football Club would meet there every
Monday night.
The post office was in the front
room of the house on the
corner of Church Street, and
across the road the cottages
next to the pub were still
standing.
After heavy rain, Fairham
Brook would sometimes burst
its banks, flooding a part of
Loughborough Road, the whole
of the football field and
occasionally The Wilderness
and part of the Home Field in
front of the Hall.
Into the 1970s
I have lived in Bunny for 52
years, of which 23 were in
Bunny Hall, but memories of those first few years of living there at
the end of the 1960s, will always remain special and I feel very
lucky and privileged to have had that experience.
The Bunny Lunch Bunch will be meeting on Thursday July 11
at 12 noon in Bunny Village Hall. The menu is:

Cold meats salad with coleslaw
and rice salad
Sponge flans with fruit
Tea or coffee
Cost £3. If you wish to join our group or
book your place please ring Jan on 984 1570 by Monday July 8.
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CRIMES IN MAY
BUNNY
1st

Burglary, garage forced open in Loughborough Road

KEYWORTH

2nd
2nd
4th
17th
21st
24th
31st

Damage to motor vehicle in Manor Road at 8am
Assault on male in Manor Road at 1.35pm
Attempt entry to dwelling house in Spinney Road
Dogs stolen from dwelling in Park Avenue
Damage to dwelling window in Church Drive
Person found in possession of drugs in Wolds Drive
Burglary and items stolen in Highfield Road

PLUMTREE
6th

Person found in possession of cannabis in Main Road

REMPSTONE
12th Attempted theft from building site in Ashby Road
WIDMERPOOL
24th Theft of fuel bowser and fuel in Church Lane
WILLOUGHBY-ON-THE-WOLDS
30th Theft of disabled blue badge in London Lane

There were no crimes reported in Bradmore, Costock or Plumtree.
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BUNNY PARISH
Notes of the meeting held on Thursday May 16
Appointment of chairman and vice-chairman
* Retiring chairman Graham Norbury opened the meeting and
took nominations for the post of chairman. Coun. John Aldred was
elected chairman, but stated he would perhaps not hold the post
permanently. Coun. David Beckford was elected vice-chairman.
Clerk’s report on previous meeting
* The clerk reported the council were currently only five members
strong following the May 2 elections instead of nine. Local resident
Nigel Sutton expressed an interest in joining the council and was
unanimously co-opted.
* Letters of thanks were sent to all members of the council who did
not stand for election again. Thanks were offered by all of them for
the gifts presented at the end of the last meeting.
Correspondence
* Bruno Peek, the London Pageant Master, wrote to advise that
Action 75 VE DAY was taking place in May 2020 to mark the 75th
anniversary of the ending of WW2 and said parish councils were
being called upon to mark the occasion. He said there would be
special emphasis on an event at 3pm on May 8, which was the
exact time 75 years that Winston Churchill had announced on the
BBC that the war was over. Members agreed to come forward with
suggestions as to what might be organised the mark the war
ending.
* John Ollivere wrote in regard to the council website he was
establishing and said he was working on provision of items from
village organisations including the Community Choir, Baby and
Toddler group, Village Social Group, Gardeners group, Allotment
Assn, Neighbourhood Watch, bell ringers and hand bell ringers.
Highway matters
* Comment was made on the need for action from Notts County
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COUNCIL MINUTES
Council to carry out footpath siding work in several areas of the
village. The state of various hedges un the village was a concern
because of overgrowth. If Notts County Council were informed it
could result in them carrying out cutting work and charging it to
the residents concerned.
Planning
Rushcliffe Borough Council Applications
* Hillside Farm, Bunny Hill. Change of use from C2 care home to
C3 residential use including 1st floor extension to create four new
dwellings, retention of the two dwellings on the site. No objection.
* New Wood Farm, Bunny Hill. Demolish conservatory, construct
single storey rear extension and side extension. No objection.
Rushcliffe Borough Council Decisions
* Mr & Mrs Wright, 24 Gotham Lane. Single storey rear extension.
Permit.
Village Hall
* Graham Norbury reminded the council the village hall represents
the largest expenditure and time spent on any issue. He also said
some work had been carried out on sorting out the storeroom.
* Coun. Featherstone reported that local contractor Jeff Wilson
was to carry out some minor works in the hall and this was agreed.
* There was a new funding scheme currently being made available
through Government funding, to be applied to large schemes
costing over £50,000.
Environment
* The question of council representation on the Bunny and
Bradmore Charities following the retirement of from the council of
Graham Norbury was raised. The appointment does not have to be
a councillor. The matter would be dealt with when the Charities
raised the matter with the council.
* The siding up of footpaths in the village was raised again but no
action was requested.
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Wish You
Were Beer
THE GENEROUS BRITON
Having shown concern for the GB back in March’s edition of the
BB, I am pleased to reveal that once again this public house is top
billing. In fact according to Trip Advisor, the GB is now the #1
thing to do in Costock, pushing East Midlands Helicopters into
second place, admittedly out of a field of two.
But that surely proves the GB is once again flying high! This
turnaround, by an experienced team already running the
Goodliffes Bar & Bistro in Loughborough, should provide long term
security for this
tavern.
The good news is
that the once
desolate bar, dart
board and fruit
machine have been
replaced with a
welcoming ambience,
comfortable seating
and fayre worth
contemplating whilst
sipping some real
ales.
My only hesitation, as with many local dining pubs, is justifying
north of £10 for a burger or £14 for chicken wrapped in ham
(Parma or otherwise). To me a pub experience would have to be
outstanding to justify a £25+ per head three course evening meal,
without plonk. But in the interest of consumer journalism, I
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decided to take the plunge, knowing it would be significantly
cheaper than the number two Costock attraction.
Initial impressions, on this mid-week night, was how busy it was typically a good early indicator. The cask ale choice smacked of a
still brewery-tied premises, and was bereft of an obvious guest
option, so Wainwrights (Marstons) it was.
My guest and I took to our table where we ordered Lamb Leg
Shepherd’s Pie and Fillet of Seabass. Unfortunately, my guest
struggled with the interpretation of the classic herder’s dish. A
culinary misdemeanour, but not the highest-profile crime this pub
has been associated with.
My fish was perfectly fine, although annoyingly the Chicken in
Ham on the adjacent table looked like an opportunity missed.
Eagerly we moved onto desserts, where Eccles Cake & Red
Leicester got my grey matter whirring.
My Master Chef-educated imagination struggled to contemplate
how these ingredients could be combined and interpreted into a
dish commanding nearly £5.
What, other than sitting a
wedge of cheese next to the
cake, could be concocted? It
had to be ordered.
Well, it appears the chef and I
have more in common than
the Shepherd’s Pie had led me
to believe.
I can only describe this as a
Ronseal moment, although to
be fair Chef’s formal training
Eccles Cake & Red Leicester
meant the dish arrived with
two slabs of cheese not one!
Tasty, and something I can now add to my dinner party repertoire.
After coffee, the bill was requested, and I am pleased to say a
return to Crimewatch was averted when, unprompted, the
manager asked my guest for feedback on the pie, explaining it
wasn’t the first complaint of the day. The item was then deducted
from the bill.
To summarise, the GB is 1000% better than the low experienced in
2018, but if you are feeling a Generous Briton wanting an
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unbeatable experience, you cannot do better than a pleasure flight
over the surrounding area with EM Helicopters (http://
eastmidlandshelicopters.com/).
* News: Nottingham Robin Hood Beer Festival (October 9-12)
tickets are now on sale via the website (Google it). After last year’s
success it returns to the Motorpoint Arena both inside and out.

14 Main Street, Costock LE12 6XD
http://generousbriton.co.uk/
15 mins
(2.7m)

~45 mins on A60

01509
852852
Kinchbus 9
5 mins

Joyce Gear tribute (1923-2019)
I arrived in Bradmore in 1955 to manage Manor Farm for the
Beeby family, and my first memory of Joyce was when she and her
neighbour Margaret Smedley would come and have afternoon tea
with Granny Beeby, so we all got to know each other.
Along with other village people we would often all meet up in the
Rancliffe or The Plough at Wysall on a Friday evening. Joyce was a
very sociable lady who was always smartly dressed and enjoyed the
parties some of which took place in her house.
She was a member of the Parish Council and took part in most
village activities, twice dressing as Boudicea and travelling round
Bradmore in her chariot (or rather Tony Brecknock’s open top car)
as part of the millennium celebrations.
Joyce was a member of the Parochial Church Council of Bunny and
Bradmore, and was an ever-present member of Bradmore church,
where she rang the bell and organised the flowers. At the service
she always sat on the front row next to Dulcie Bryant, they were
good friends and often holidayed together.
Joyce was also a trustee for Bunny and Bradmore charities for a
number of years, so was involved in a good many local activities
and played a big part in village life.
Mike Peregrine

22

Bunny and Bradmore Charities
Apprentice Fee Charity - Student Grants
The Charity was set up by the Parkyns family over three hundred
years ago. The aim was to support young apprentices setting out on
their chosen careers.
Over the centuries the number of apprenticeships having
diminished greatly, the Charity Commission approved extensions
to the Charity’s scheme to permit the Charity to make grants to
students undertaking higher education courses.
Each year the Charity is able to make grants to students to assist
in their purchase of books or other course materials.
Young persons under the
age of 25 years living in
the parishes of Bunny,
Bradmore and Costock
undertaking a course of
higher education are
eligible for a one off grant.
Students already on a
course who have not
previously applied for a
grant may be eligible also.
If you feel that you meet the criteria or have sons or daughters who
meet those criteria, they may apply in writing to the clerk to the
trustees at the address below providing evidence of their
acceptance onto their chosen course.
Applications will be considered by the trustees at the next
quarterly meeting following their receipt.
The next meeting is early in September but if that time scale
cannot be met the application will be considered at the next
available meeting.
Harry Barr, Clerk to Bunny and Bradmore Charities
63 Musters Road
Ruddington
Nottingham NG11 6JB
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MY BUNNY
Every month a Bunny resident tells us about their life
in the village. This month…..Maria Webb
How long have you lived in Bunny?
Approaching 22 years (and 21 in our current house).
I was born and brought up in NE Greece in an area that in English
is called Thrace. I spent
much of my childhood,
and went to school, in a
city called Komotini.
My parents hailed from a
village called Maroneia
(named after Maron who
gave Odysseus “a goatskin of the
Komotini
dark, sweet wine” in
Homer’s Odyssey) and we still have a house and olive groves in the
village. I met my husband, Chris, while I was a student in Crete in
1985.
Where do you live?
Moor Lane.
What made you decide
to move to the village?
Moved from Edinburgh to
Nottingham for work, but
found a house to rent in
Bunny.
We chose to stay in
Bunny due to a
combination of liking the
experience of living in the
village, the friends we

Maria in Bunny in 1998
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made, it being a great place for the kids to grow up, and good local
schools.
This was very important to us, given that we had two young
daughters aged seven and two when we first arrived here.
Do you have any particular roles or responsibilities here?
I have been a school governor for 21 years, and was an active
member of the PTA for approx. 12 years. I am really interested in
the kids’ education being as good as possible.
I am also a parish councillor and have been for about 12 years;
trying to do something for Bunny.
I am a member of Bunny & Bradmore WI and have been the
treasurer. I used to help at Lunch Bunch regularly. I like to
support charities and used to organise charity dinners in the
village.
What are the best things about
living in Bunny?
People/friends. How quiet it is in the
countryside.
And the worst?
I’m Greek - the weather! The
amenities could be better; limited
public transport, no post office and
some of the pavements are unusable.
What has surprised you about
living here?
Village life in Greece is very different
from here.
In Greece we spend much more time
out of doors socialising, especially on summer evenings.
If you could make one addition to the village, what would it
be?
It would be good to have the Post Office back.

25

26

NORBURY NATTERS
Since stepping down from the Parish Council my most FAQ
(Frequently Asked Question) is, ‘How am I enjoying retirement?’
The answer is, ‘It is too early to say, but it makes a change from:
* Did the Parish Council know about w?
* What is the Parish Council doing about x?
* Why did the Parish Council do y?
* Why did the Parish Council not do z?’
No doubt our successors will quickly become accustomed to the
above and others.
Keep Bunny Tidy
The linear nature and location of the village on a main road, plus
the vagaries of the judging process, has led to the Parish Council
declining entry into the Best Kept Village Competition for the past
few years.
However, this is no excuse for not doing our best to keep the village
tidy. The BIG group are already doing their bit, including the
renovation of the benches, picnic bench and the planters, but
residents can also help by keeping their frontages tidy.
Bunny Brickyard – no news is?
Following the public hearings in December, the Inspector has
issued an interim letter in relation to various issues. However, the
only reference to a specific site is for housing off Nicker Hill at
Keyworth, but the Inspector has indicated that it is not his final
report so there is still the prospect of the site being deemed as
being unsuitable for housing.
Bunny Borrowing
Driving through Bradmore, I thought that one of our Tour of
Britain Bunnies had been ‘stolen’, but on arriving back in Bunny I
was pleasantly relieved to see that they were being put into good
use to publicise the Bunny School Strawberry Fair.
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VILLAGE DIARY FOR JULY
Date
2

Time
Tuesday

3

Wednesday

4

Thursday

Event

Place

10.00am Toddler Group

Village Hall

7.30pm

St Mary's

Church Bell Ringing Practice
Grey Bin Day

3.30pm

‘Messy Church’

St Mary's

7.00pm

Community Choir

Village Hall

Church Choir Practice

St Mary's

5

Friday

7.00pm

6

Saturday

10.00am Keyworth Show

Rec. Ground

9

Tuesday

10.00am Toddler Group

Village Hall

7.30pm

St Mary's

10

11

Wednesday

Blue & Green Bin Day
2.30pm

Chat in Church

7.00pm

Gardeners' visit

St Mary's

12.00pm Lunch Bunch

Village Hall

1.30pm

Mobile Library

Hill Top
Convent

2.05pm

Mobile Library

Church View

2.30pm

Mobile Library

Albert Road

7.00pm

Community Choir

Village Hall

7.00pm

Church Choir Practice

St Mary's

13/14 Sat / Sun

Rempstone Steam Show

Turnpost Fm

15

August Bulletin deadline

12

Thursday

Church Bell Ringing Practice

Friday

Monday
7.00pm

16

Tuesday

WI

Village Hall

10.00am Toddler Group

Village Hall

6.00pm

School Production

St Mary's

7.30pm

Church Bell Ringing Practice

St Mary's

28

17

Wednesday

Grey Bin Day
2.00pm

School Production

St Mary's
Village Hall
Bradmore
Comm.Hall
Village Hall

18

Thursday

7.00pm

Community Choir

20

Saturday

9.30am

Super Saturday

23

Tuesday

10.00am

Toddler Group

7.30pm

Church Bell Ringing Practice St Mary's

24

Wednesday

Blue & Green Bin Day
2.30pm

END OF TERM
Chat in Church

St Mary's
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Thursday

7.00pm

Community Choir

Village Hall
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Friday

7.00pm

Church Choir Practice

St Mary's
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Saturday

10.30am

Open Church and Book Sale St Mary's

31

Tuesday

7.30pm

Church Bell Ringing Practice St Mary's

Derek’s Tours
July 24: Tatton Park (National Trust)
August 7: Windsor Castle and town centre
Interested? Contact Kath on 07825 496783
Telephone 0115 937 4296
e-mail derekstoursok@gmail.com

SPOT THE CELEB
One for those
of you with a
historical bent
this month.
Who is this old
-fashioned
‘celebrity’?
You’ll find the
answer on
p41.

BUNNY FACT
Of the 378 people in
Bunny in
employment, 51%
work between 31
and 48 hours a
week, 20% work 49 hours
or more, 18% work 16 to
30 hours, and 11% work
15 hours or less.
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FRIENDS OF BUNNY SCHOOL
The quiz night on May 17 was well attended by both the school
community and the local community. The fish and chips went
down a treat, conversation
was flowing, and there
was also some very serious
thinking going on. There
certainly was an air of
competition in the
building!
The evening made a total
of £312, which is a
fantastic amount. Many
thanks to everybody who
contributed.
And of course, we must share the result of the winning team ‘Where is Mr Rhodes?’ Well done, everyone.
Leanne Whitaker

BUNNY VILLAGE COMMUNITY CHOIR
As the summer holidays approach, we
are looking forward to ending the term
with a celebration of our 5th birthday.
On July 11th we will be having ‘A Bit
of a Do’ in the Village Hall to which
you are invited. For details please see
our notice on p32.
Our next meetings (all in Bunny Village Hall) are:
Thursday June 27th from 7pm to 8.30pm
Thursday July 4th from 7pm to 8.30pm
Thursday July 11th CONCERT 7pm to 8.30pm
Thursday July 18th from 7pm to 8.30pm
FOR MORE INFO RING KATE ON 9847090 OR EMAIL
kate.m.hunt@outlook.com
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BUNNY C OF E PRIMARY SCHOOL
Two children from Bunny C of E Primary visited the Houses of
Parliament in London as part of the Rushcliffe Alliance Pupil
Parliament group.
The children
travelled to London
on the bus and had
the opportunity to
look around the
Houses of Parliament
on the tour.
Despite the bus
journey taking a very
long time, the
children enjoyed the
experience, and
meeting children
from other
neighbouring schools.
Congratulations to Year 2 and Year 6 children who all sat their
SATS tests during the month of May. All the staff were very proud
of the children as they all demonstrated huge amounts of
commitment and tried their best. The children were incredibly
mature and coped very well under the test conditions.
As we approach the end of term,
we will be saying farewell to our
current Year 6 children as they
move onto their secondary
schools, but before they go they
will entertain us all in their final
Primary School production –
Annie!
Mrs G Anelay, Head Teacher
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Bunny Village Community Choir
invite you to their
Fifth Birthday Celebration!

Join us in Bunny Village Hall when we will be
singing our favourite songs in a café setting.

Thursday July 11th from 7.00pm—8.30pm
Bring a bottle (and a glass) so you can enjoy your
favourite tipple during the performance.
Tea, coffee and light refreshments
will be served during the interval.
There is no charge for this event.
It would be helpful if you could let us know that you are coming.
Contact Kate on 9847090 or email kate.m.hunt @outlook.com
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BUNNY ALLOTMENTS RECIPE OF THE MONTH
Chocolate Beetroot Loaf Cake
Ingredients:
175g butter
200g caster sugar
3 eggs
175g self raising flour
1 tsp baking powder
110ml milk
85g cocoa powder
1 tsp vanilla extract
110g cooked, peeled and
chopped beetroot
55g chocolate chips
Method:
1.
Preheat oven to 180C/Gas 4.
2.
Grease and line 900g loaf tin.
3.
Mix butter and sugar in large bowl until smooth. Add
eggs one at a time, whisking well after each addition.
4.
Sift in flour, baking powder, milk, cocoa powder and
vanilla extract.
5.
Whisk until well blended. Put beetroot into food processor
and blend until smooth.
6.
Fold into cake mixture.
7.
Bake in oven for approx. 80mins until a skewer inserted
in centre comes out clean.
8.
Remove from oven and whilst still in tin, sprinkle the
chocolate chips onto top of cake.
9.
Wait 5 mins and then smear the melted chocolate over.
10. Remove from tin when cool.

Would you like an allotment? Plots are currently available.
Please contact Cathy on 07803 004582 or Sheila on 9213783
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The Grizzled Skipper Project
In recent years Butterfly Conservation has been working in close
partnership with the Nottinghamshire Biodiversity Action Group
and Great Central Railway (Nottingham) to improve the
Ruddington to Loughborough line-side habitat for a nationally
important species of butterfly, the grizzled skipper. Work has
focused on the three main areas where grizzled skipper butterflies
are known to frequent; the cutting south of Rushcliffe Halt, the
cutting south of East Leake Station, and the cutting south of
Barnstone Tunnel.
Since the initial clearance of scrubby embankments by a contractor
in 2012, work parties (the Grizzled Skipper Project) usually
involving 20+ volunteers have
been working to keep the
cleared areas free of scrub and
open up new stretches along the
trackbed side.
The partnership with Butterfly
Conservation has also enabled
GCRN to obtain funding to help
manage areas of habitat either
side of the track bed. And in
2018, Butterfly Conservation
Grizzled skipper (Credit: Jim Asher)
were able to spend a donation
from the Rempstone Steam Festival on more work opening out the
area of grassland in the cutting south of Barnstone Tunnel.
In addition, other more specific habitat enhancement work has
been undertaken along the line.
The result of all this great work has been observed in recent years
by the highest number of butterflies being recorded along the line
since 2012. In 2018, the highest number of grizzled skipper
butterflies (in one single visit) were recorded in the cutting south of
Barnstone Tunnel. Anyone wishing to find out more about the
grizzled skipper, or wishing to become involved in future volunteer
work parties or surveys at the site, can contact Chris Jackson, the
Notts BAG Biodiversity Officer, on 0115 993 2588 or by emailing
chris.jackson@nottscc.gov.uk.
Gordon Dyne
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FLUTTER BYGONES
As woodland basks in the summer heat,
So quiet and still is this ancient seat,
With springtime’s cry now a distant bleat,
The ancient crowns are a place to meet.
Flittering, fluttering, alphabet wings,
Delicate, balletic, colourful things,
Highlighting, skywriting, patterns it sings,
Scattering, dispersing, pheromone rings.
Endangered once by a fungal foe,
That dealt host elms such a fatal blow,
So larval food would no longer grow,
On leafless stems on the floor below.

White-letter hairstreak

Flittering, fluttering, searching in vain,
Entwining, yellowing, fading domain,
Foraging, exploiting, failing food chain,
Intent on, working for, breeding again.
Then we arrived with the axe and saw,
To treat our wood as it was before,
Denied the bugs’ woody home of yore,
And forced aggressor to withdraw.
So to tree tops summer brightness brings,
Elm feeding marks
New sightings of lettered complex things
Flittering, fluttering, autographed wings,
Waltzing high, chasing through, forest of kings.
Chris Terrell-Nield 2019
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Notes From The Wood
Pick a sunny day in July or August, take a walk in the Wood and
you’re certain to see some of our 20 recorded butterfly species.
For one, however you’ll need to look up (binoculars are a good idea)
to spot a small dark species fluttering in the tree tops.
This is the white-letter hairstreak (Satyrium w-album), named
from the white letter W on the underside of its wings.
You are very lucky to see this species. Nationally it has declined by
93% since the 1970s, because Dutch elm disease destroyed almost
all of its caterpillar food plants.
Bunny Wood, though, is special. White-letter hairstreaks thrive
well on wych elm, maintained here by coppicing.
S. w-album has an annual life cycle. Larvae hatch from
overwintered eggs early in the year.
They are well camouflaged, resembling elm buds and leaves and
feed only on elm.
The adults fly from June to August, with one brood per year.
Sometimes three or four territorial males can be seen spiralling
round each other above the canopy.
Maintenance of the white-letter hairstreak is an important
management objective for the reserve. We coppice wych elms to
control Dutch elm.
This denies breeding sites for the beetles that spread it and saves
the trees, producing rapid regrowth and thus the foliage that the
larvae need. Otherwise, hope for the butterfly centres around
research and planting of disease-resistant elms.
We know that butterflies are excellent indicators of environmental
quality.
You can help by taking part in Butterfly Conservation’s Big
Butterfly Count 2019 (July 19th - August 11th).
Last year 100,246 people counted almost one million individual
butterflies and day-flying moths.
We did a count in the wood and submitted records for both white
letter and purple hairstreak (the first we’d seen).
2018 was an excellent year for butterflies – will 2019 be as good?
For details visit http://www.bigbutterflycount.org/
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CHIRPINGS
Notes on birds and nature in the garden
Would you ever consider replacing your lawn with artificial grass?
The verdict from Gardeners’ Question Time was a most emphatic
“No!”, but a couple of years ago my 93-year-old cousin decided she
was too old to bother with real grass and had an artificial lawn
laid.
It has repaid its own cost already, in savings of gardeners’ time
and number of visits. I was a bit sad at the time, it seemed a very
sterile habitat, though the individual blades of “grass” do sparkle
nicely in sunlight as if they are speckled with fresh dew.
Now I’ve changed my mind, at least in part; on my last visit I saw
blackbirds and thrushes probing among the “grass” and emerging
with natural food that had hidden itself away down there. The
occasional weed manages to grow, rooting in the accumulated dirt
and dust, and a spider created an
impressive web across the tops.
I have no idea what might be
going on underneath the lawn
membrane, in the soil, but then I
don’t really know what goes on
below my own, natural, lawn.
I don’t think I’ll be changing my
grass any time soon, but I was
reminded how adaptable nature
can be in taking advantage of the most unpromising environment.
The opportunist wins the prize, though the natural lawn or wildflower patch still has much greater biodiversity potential.
The annual Breeding Bird Survey for Bradmore and Bunny is now
complete for 2019, and overall the results are broadly in line with
previous years with around 33 species and 330 individual birds
seen or heard on the two count-visits, but there are a few changes
within the detail.
Last year our ‘Whitethroat Alley’ down Bradmore’s Moor Lane had
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fewer residents than usual, but this year happily they are back to
normal levels.
It was lovely to hear a total of 12 singing skylarks in June –last
year only seven were recorded – but on the downside we only found
one yellowhammer this year, when there have been up to five
previously.
Yellowhammer numbers
nationally have fallen by over
50% in the last 40 years, and
for the first time we seem to
have caught up with the overall
decline.
Last year’s starling and stock
dove weren’t seen this year, but
we did pick up the Bradmore
family of swifts and more song
thrushes than before.
Yellowhammer (© Andreas Trepte)
So it was swings and
roundabouts, and as with all scientific observations if a bird is not
seen it doesn’t necessarily mean it’s not there.
As a bonus, it has been lovely to see three hares frequenting our
local fields.
Sheila Clark

Bunny Parish Council
Name

Address

Phone

John Alldred

42 Loughborough Road

921 2280

David Beckford

07414 004494

Izumi Featherstone

17 Albert Road

984 6466

Steve Stubbs

23 Moor Lane

07843 052914

Nigel Sutton

1 The Paddock

07860 899585

Maria Webb

30 Moor Lane

921 3561

Mike Elliott
(Clerk to the Council)

19/21 Main Street,

937 6506
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St Mary the Virgin Bunny with
Bradmore Parish Church
Services for Bunny & Bradmore in July
Thursday

4th

3.30pm ‘Messy Church’

Bunny

Sunday
Trinity 3

7th

10.30am Family Service

Bunny

Sunday
Trinity 4

14th

9.00am Holy Communion
10.15am Sunday School
6.00pm Evensong

Sunday
Trinity 5

Sunday
Trinity 5

21st

24th

Churchwardens:
Incumbent:

Bradmore
Bradmore
Comm. Hall
Bunny

10.15am Sunday School

Bradmore
Comm. Hall

10.30am United Eucharist

Keyworth

9.00am Holy Communion

Bunny

Heather Paul
9845172
Roy Baker
9211520
Rev.Tom Meyrick rector@ksbb.org.uk

A very enjoyable evening was had by those attending the
‘Summer is a-Coming in’ Concert by the East of England Singers
on Friday 7th June. The weather and change of date were blamed
for the low number of audience attending.
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Bunny and Bradmore Baby and Toddler Group
All babies and toddlers and their carers are welcome to Bunny
Village Hall on Tuesdays in term time between 10am and
11.30am.
We have toys, a little snack, a chance to
make new friends and we finish by
singing some songs. It costs just £1.50
for the first child and 50p for any
additional children.
If you need to get in touch, please contact Nikki on 07944 687260
or Steve on 07843 052914.

BUNNY AND DISTRICT GARDENERS
Alas, the curse of the Gardeners struck again in June with the wet
weather leading to the cancellation of the visit to Whatton.
Wednesday July 10th at 7.00pm sees the visit to Honeytrees, 85
Grantham Road, Bottesford. It is a tropical oasis with tree ferns,
palms, cannas, gingers, yuccas, fuchsias, plus green house and
tropical dome.
This visit fell victim to the World Cup last year so let’s hope that
the weather stays fine. Cost £3 for the garden and £1.50 for tea/
coffee and cake. Members, family and friends welcome. Contact
Lynda Carter on 01509856208, or email lyndavid@eastleake.net.
SPOT THE CELEB ANSWER
The answer to the ‘Spot The Celeb’ question on
page 29 was Bunny Prince Charlie - leader of the
Jacobite rebellion, face of a thousand Scottish
shortbread tins, and inspiration for both the Skye
Boat Song (‘Speed, bunny boat, like a bird on the
wing’) and the traditional folk song ‘My Bunny Lies
Over The Ocean’.
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Fabric Fundraisers: Chairman’s report
(abridged) for the AGM May 2019
It was wonderful to be able to report that the inner doors for the
North and South entrances were in place in time for our August
event in 2018. They were widely admired and we had nothing but
positive comments on their appearance and the difference it has
made to the church.
We were also able to help with advice on the replacement of the
screen curtains, but we still have the upgrading of the two stone
pillars which await repair.
We again fulfilled our regular event programme with a swing band
dance evening, this time in August; the pre-Christmas Food and
Gift Fayre in November went well, although the recruitment of a
balance of stalls makes this a more time-consuming task, however
it is well-attended and supported. The May Time Medley afternoon
is popular and apparently has appeal to many outside the village
which at least proves the effort put into posters is worthwhile.
Discussion regarding plans for the use of the funds has resulted in
the aim of improving the water supply system to the Church,
which at present requires carting water from the outside tap at the
village hall.
Also the glazing of the space above the tower door to reduce
draughts is being considered.
We continue to support the PCC in any matters which come within
our constitutional remit. We have a good group of volunteers to
help with these events, which is absolutely invaluable. Being a
small committee we rely on the goodwill of other villagers to add
their efforts in helping, growing and baking for the fundraising
events.
We especially wish to thank the musicians Syzygy, Chris Webb,
Sirroco Wind Quartet, Bunny Community Choir, the Bunny
Handbell Ringers and the ‘Sixties Sounds ’ Band, the musical
background at all the events adds a great atmosphere and is
greatly enjoyed.
May I also take this opportunity to thank the rest of the
committee for their support at the events. Their work behind the
scenes requires more commitment in time than many appreciate.
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The adage ‘Many Hands Make Light Work’ has been proven on
many occasions and we are grateful for the aid we have from all in
the community.
Future events in 2019 are:
‘Sixties Sounds’ evening - Saturday August 3, 7pm-10.30pm
Festive Fayre - Saturday November 16
See Bulletin ads for details.
Chairman - Janet Eastgate
Home Security: There is due to be a
meeting of the Rushcliffe Villages Security
Group on 9th July at Gotham. I shall be
attending and can bring to the attention of
the local Police Force any concerns you may
have concerning the policing of our village.
Neighbourhood Watch: Anyone newly
resident to Bunny can be reassured that you
are all members as far as I am concerned and represent your
interests where home security matters.
If you suspect criminal activity anywhere, please telephone the
Police on 101. If a crime is actually being committed dial 999.
Christopher Paul, Bunny Neighbourhood Watch Co-ordinator

XristopherP@yahoo.co.uk
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Back In The Day

Bricks have been made in Bunny for over 300 years. Our picture of
H J Baldwins brick factory in Bunny dates from 1939.
The clay to make the bricks was blasted out of the hillside, and
any gypsum found was sent to the Gotham plasterboard factory for
processing.
The two kilns on site were kept alight for 24 hours a day and 365
days a year. During blasting in the early sixties a Roman well was
revealed.
As well as household bricks they also made cable covers, and in
later years the site made concrete cable covers until the company
closed in 1993 with the loss of over 80 jobs.
The 130ft chimneys were blown up in 1994, with the winner of an
auction organised by Nottinghamshire Cricket Club pushing the
button to bring them down.
Roger Sewell, Bunny History Society
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BUNNY BULLETIN INFORMATION
ONLINE
Editions can be viewed online at www.bunnyvillage.org.uk.
DIARY PAGES
If you are holding an event and would like it included in the
Village Diary pages, please contact Heather on 0115 9845172.
COPY
E-mail copy to: editor.bunnybulletin@gmail.com. Please send text
articles as Word documents (.docx); spreadsheets as Excel files
(.xls) and pictures as JPEGs (.jpg). Handwritten items can be delivered to Erica at 34 Main Street.
COPY DEADLINE
Deadline for next edition: Monday, July 15
Delivery of next edition: Weekend of July 27 / 28

ADVERTISING
Enquiries to editor.bunnybulletin@gmail.com.
DISTRIBUTION
If you have not received your current issue, contact your local
distributor or ring Phil Brown on 0115 9211791.
COMMITTEE
Editor: editor.bunnybulletin@gmail.com.
Invoicing & Minutes: Chris Brown, 36 Main Street, 9211791
Diary Editor & Treasurer: Heather Paul, 148 Loughborough Road,
9845172
Disclaimer: Any opinions expressed in the Bunny Bulletin are not necessarily
those of the Editorial Committee, who reserve the right to edit material as and
when it is considered appropriate.
Please note: Articles in the Bunny Bulletin are for circulation to the residents of
Bunny village and for others by subscription only. The information they contain is
not to be printed in any other publication without the author’s express permission.
This also applies to articles viewable on the village website.
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CONTACTS FOR LOCAL GROUPS
Allotments
Sheila 0115 9213783 or Cathy 07803 004582
Baby & Toddlers
Nikki 07944 687260 or Steve 07843 052914
Bunny Improvement Group
Pete 0115 9213213 (petepearson44@gmail.com)
Church Bell Ringing
Marilyn 0115 9844081
Church Choir
Heather 0115 9845172
Community Choir
Kate 0115 9847090 (kate.m.hunt@outlook.com)
Fabric Fundraisers
Jan 0115 9841570
Friends of Bunny School
friendsofbunnyschool@gmail.com
Gardeners
Graham 0115 9846253
Handbells
John 0115 9211335
History
Roger 0115 9216596
Lunch Bunch
Jan 0115 9841570
Messy Church
Joey (joeyhamilton102@gmail.com)
Women's Institute
Anne 0115 9213798 or 07811 594961

55

USEFUL TELEPHONE NUMBERS
Bunny Primary School

0115

921 2727

Church House Surgery, Ruddington

0115

984 7101

Church View Dental Practice, Ruddington

0115

984 8024

Crimestoppers UK

0800

555111

East Leake Health Centre

01509

852181

East Leake Leisure Centre

01509

852956

Electricity Loss of Supply

105

Flood Warning Line

0800

988 1188

Gas Emergency

0800

111999

Hate Crime Helpline

0800

138 1625

Keyworth Dental Surgery

0115

937 5828

Keyworth Health Centre

0115

937 3527

Keyworth Leisure Centre

0115

937 5582

Keyworth Library

0115

937 3509

Leakline & Sewer Problems

0800

783 4444

Neighbourhood Watch Co-ordinator

0115

984 5172

NHS Direct

111

Nottingham City Hospital

0115

969 1169

Nottinghamshire County Council

0300

500 8080

Police (if crime in progress call 999)

101

Queen's Medical Centre

0115

924 9924

Ruddington Library

0115

921 2309

Ruddington Medical Centre

0115

921 1144

Rushcliffe Borough Council

0115

981 9911

South Wolds Academy

0115

937 3506

Telephone Preference Service

0207

291 3320

Treeline Dental Care, Keyworth

0115

937 2226

Village Dental Practice, East Leake

01509

852399

Village Hall Administrator

07817

847586

56

