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With over 30 years’ experience within the decorating 

trade, and based in the heart of the East Midlands, 

our team covers Nottinghamshire, Derbyshire and 

Leicestershire, providing professional painting and 

decorating services. 

 

Covering all aspects of painting and decorating, 

which includes internal and external painting and 

paper hanging.  

 

We have built up an excellent reputation for our 

quality of service and a friendly and professional 

approach to our work. 

 

All our staff are fully qualified, and time-serves 

tradesmen. We take pride in the service we provide. 

Fully insured and City & Guilds qualified. 

Call Gary on 07980 276698 
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HOME BOARDING FOR DOGS 

I have been boarding dogs in my home for 12 years now. I 

recently moved to Bunny Hill Top and have a very secure big 

garden. I only take one dog at a time so it is very much a one-

to-one. I have always had a regular little group of dogs, but 

sadly some of the ones who have been with me since the start 

are now passing over Rainbow Bridge.   

My present longest boarder is a black Lab who belongs to a 

local vet. She comes in many times in the year.   

I love walking but like to take the dog and not be taken by 

the dog, so dogs must walk calmly on the lead. The dogs are 

never let off the lead when off my property but have free 

access to the garden.   

For further information and prices I can be contacted by 

email laurelfarm@yahoo.com or phone 01509 856493. Val. 

mailto:laurelfarm@yahoo.com
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EDITORIAL 
 

I do wonder whether Bunny 

could do with its own proper 

Facebook group. 

There are some individual 

groups around, such as the 

Bunny Mummies group which 

currently has about 50 

members. And the Bunny 

History Society website helps to 

provide a good overview of the 

village (as well as publishing 

the online version of the 

Bulletin). 

But there’s not really a place online that acts as a central point 

for everything that’s happening in the village. If you take a look 

at similar pages in other areas, however, it’s clear there’s a lot 

they can do: 

 

* A place to share up-to-date news about the village. 

* A place to buy and sell items (or alternatively to recycle, reuse 

and upcycle them). 

* A place to put forward ideas and events. 

* A place to enjoy quirky items and have a laugh.  

 

As with anything, of course, it’s about finding someone (or 

several people) who would be willing to devote the time to it. 

Setting up the group is straightforward enough - it’s the 

administration and monitoring of it that takes the time.   

Anyway, it’s just a thought. On to this month’s Bulletin, and a 

quick look at the diary page (p26-27) will tell you that the 

village is properly back into the swing of things after the 

summer, with plenty of events taking place.  

Have a good October, 

 The Editor 
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LATEST NEWS: LATEST NEWS: LATEST NEWS 

Power cut hits 1,500 properties 

A fault in a pylon near Albert Road left 1,500 properties in the 

area without power on Thursday, September 19. 

The electricity went off at 12.33pm, with the power cut affecting 

not just Bunny but also Keyworth and some other areas with a 

NG12 postcode. 

To add to the drama, the fault in the 11kv power line led to a small 

fire in a field. 

This meant that one Nottinghamshire Fire and Rescue engine as 

well as a number of Western Power Distribution vehicles were sent 

out to Albert Road. 

The fire service said: “A crew from East Leake were called at 

12.53pm to the scene of a fire which was caused by a small 

explosion from an overhead electrical pylon. 

“The fire spread to a cornfield across an area of approximately 5m 

x 40m².  

“Beaters were 

used to 

extinguish the 

fire. 

“Firefighters had 

left the scene and 

handed over the 

incident to 

Western Power by 

1.26pm.” 

At 1.30pm around 

350 properties 

were still without 

power. 

Western Power Distribution inspected the damage and said at 

2.35pm that power had been restored to all properties. 
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LATEST NEWS: LATEST NEWS: LATEST NEWS 

 

 Work on three village streets 

Bad news for local garages, as shock absorber repair bills for 

residents should be on the decrease following resurfacing work 

carried out at the end of September. 

The work for Main Street, Church Street and Moor Lane was 

originally scheduled for Thursday and Friday September 19 and 

20. 

However, at the time of 

going to press, only the 

1700m2 of work in Main 

Street had been carried 

out; with the 2250m2 of 

work in Church Street 

and Moor Lane due to 

take place during the 

week commencing 

September 23.  

The work is done by a 

contractor on behalf of 

Via East Midlands. 

A spokesman for Via said: “These works are being carried out by a 

specialist contractor who works all over the country, and has 

programmed 37 streets in Bassetlaw, Newark and Sherwood, 

Rushcliffe and Gedling to be carried out under various road 

closures in the months of September and October. 

“Unfortunately, poor weather in August in other parts of the 

country, has affected the 18-day programme of works for 

Nottinghamshire in September and October. 

“Micro asphalt does not take long, for example an average street 

can be done in less than two hours. However access to the entire 

road is essential, while the works are taking place.” 

The three streets mentioned above are the only ones in Bunny to 

be included in this particular programme of works. 
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This bread-making event was part of the oneLIFE Mission which 

the Benefice churches ran from September 12 to 15 with the 

Northern Bishops, under the 

guidance of Archbishop John 

Sentamu, in our benefice and 

over the whole of the Southwell 

and Nottingham Diocese.  

Jesus said, ‘I am the Bread of 

Life’, so this seemed a very 

suitable activity for Fr Tom and 

the Mission planners to include. 

It was held in Bunny Village Hall 

on Saturday morning, September 

14, led by Philip Jones, and 

attended by ten participants, who 

all enjoyed their experiences. 

 

Diana Jones  

 

 

 

As one of the students 

I would like to say 

how enjoyable the 

morning was. Thanks 

to Phil Jones, who 

was our genial 

instructor,  we went 

home with new skills 

and  two different 

types of bread loaf  

plus six cobs to  share 

with our families. 

 

Jan Eastgate  

A Bunny Bake-Off 

15 

CRIMES IN AUGUST 

BUNNY 

 

5th Non-payment of fuel, petrol station 

16th Forced entry to petrol station and items stolen 

18th Further items stolen from petrol station 

 

BRADMORE 

 

1st Items stolen from vehicle, Farmer Street 

 

KEYWORTH 

 

10th Number plates stolen from vehicle, Kinoulton Lane 

11th Damage to motor vehicle, Mount Pleasant 

12th Theft of meat from shop, Nottingham Road 

18th Wallet dropped in shop and stolen, Nottingham Road 

24th Damage to van doors, Thelda Avenue 

27th Door to shop forced, Main Street 

28th Shed lock broken, Spinney Road 

 

COSTOCK 

 

2nd Hedge cutter stolen from workshop, Millers Lane 

14th Cash and tools stolen from business, Leake Road 

 

TOLLERTON 

 

12th Catalytic convertor stolen from car, Tollerton Lane 

 

 

There were no crimes reported in Rempstone, Widmerpool or 

Willoughby. 

 

There were eight crimes reported in East Leake, and three in 

Wysall. 
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Ten things you didn’t 

So you know all about Sir Thomas Parkyn the wrestling baronet, 

and you know that Bunny is one of the few villages with three 

school buildings surviving, and you know the name of the village is 

derived from the word for ‘reed’ not ‘rabbit’.  

But what else do you know? (‘More than you do!’ is the inevitable 

and - in all probability - correct answer.) Still, just in case there are 

any gaps in your knowledge, here are ten things you just might not 

know. 

 

1. The original wall around Bunny Hall and Park cost £5,000 when 

it was built in the early 18th century - the equivalent of just over 

£1m today. 

 

2. The Rancliffe Arms won 

the Evening Post’s first ever 

Pub Of The Year competition 

back in 1975. The prize for 

licensees Gordon and Valerie 

McCulloch was a P&O cruise 

to Istanbul, Athens and 

Naples, plus 500 John Player 

slim panatella cigars. The 

prize for John Hose, who 

nominated them, was a £100 

Lunn Poly holiday voucher, 

plus 96 cans of Whitbread. 

Happy days!  

 

3. Up until 1934 a ‘curfew bell’ was rung at Bunny Hall at 8am and 

8pm every day.  

 

4. The Bunny Observer was a monthly and then a fortnightly 

newspaper which ran from January 1959 to August 1963. It will be 

no surprise to learn that the editor was a Mr M Elliott of Albert 

Road. 

From Bunny to Athens 
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5. The population of the village back in 1954 (600) was only 89 

fewer than it was at the last census in 2011.  

 

6. Bunny is ever so slightly closer to Nottingham than 

Loughborough; 6.5 miles to the former and 6.8 miles to the latter, 

as the crow flies.  

  

7. Dick Turpin allegedly 

once stayed at the Rancliffe 

Arms. True, you’d be hard-

pressed to find a pub built 

anywhere in England  

before the mid-18th century 

which doesn’t claim to have 

had the old scoundrel turn 

up on Black Bess at some 

point. But the Rancliffe did 

at least take it a step 

further and have a ’Turpin 

Room’ where he once supposedly slept.   

 

8. A Roman bowl was found in Bunny in 1947. It was taken to the 

Nottingham Castle Museum.   

 

9. ‘Bunny Pieman’ Fred Ellis made a 60b pork pie in 1972 in a bid 

to get into the Guinness Book of Records. Fred, whose day job was 

as a foreman at Pork Farms, also made novelty-shaped pork pies 

for celebrities, such as a football for Brian Clough and a top hat for 

Frankie Vaughan.  

 

10. Back in 1959, there were concerns that television had ruined 

the village community. Reverend Metcalfe, the vicar, said that 

television was an “educational boon” but added: “It has certainly 

helped to kill any communal spirit in the village.”   

know about Bunny 
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There will be gifts galore at the 

Festive Fayre 

In St Mary’s Church, Bunny 
Sat 16th November 
10.30am - 3.00pm 

 
Stalls include: Locally-made 
preserves & speciality 
vinegars,  gourmet chocolate, local honey, artisan 
savoury treats, Christmas ornaments, sewing crafts, 
vintage jewellery, bathing and skin care products, 
toys, silk flowers, Nottingham Lace, seeds & pulses,  
speciality coffee and more….. 
 

Chance your luck with the Raffle and Tombolas 

Stay for Lunch at the Nosh in the Nave Café 

 

Home-made refreshments available 
throughout. 

Light lunches served between 12.00 
noon & 2.00 pm 

Admission: Adults £1, accompanied 
children (under 16) free 

 

 Held in aid of St Mary’s Church, Bunny Fabric 

Fundraisers. 
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Your Letters 
Have you seen 

Marley?  

Our lovely grey 

tabby cat is 

missing.  

He is a distinctive 

boy, a fairly large 

cat with a small 

nick in his right 

ear. He is 

microchipped, can 

be vocal but very 

nervous around 

‘new people’ (he was 

a rescue kitten).  

Loved and very much missed by his ‘pack’, he has been gone for 

about three weeks.  

If anyone has seen him please, please get in touch on 07967 598311 

or 07825 452079.  

Georgina Sharples, Church View 

I'm looking for a fellow I used to play chess with at Westminster 

Council called Bob, who lives in Bunny. He was kind enough to 

visit me in Thrumpton on his motorcycle and 

sidecar.   

I very much miss our chess games and am 

keen to visit him so we can return to the 

mental fray.  

Please email merlinsinclair@gmail.com with 

any information. 

 

Merlin Sinclair, Thrumpton  

mailto:merlinsinclair@gmail.com
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How long have you lived in Bunny? 

I arrived in Bunny on the 26th January 1978. It was snowing, 

which was not a good start.  

 

What made you decide to move to the village? 

I wanted to move to a village and to a bungalow, and my mother 

came to live with me here. The Ashworths family moved south as 

we moved to the north, so perhaps we crossed on the motorway.  

I chose the village as it was on the route of the minibus that the 

firm provided so I did not mind a circular route to the office in the 

mornings and evenings.  

At that time there were three bungalows at the bottom of Moor 

Lane; now I have the only bungalow, the others are now houses. 

 

What clubs and groups are you involved in? 

Jenny Selkirk who lived at number 32 invited me to the Women’s 

Institute in the March, and I am still a member and was for some 

time the treasurer.  

There was a W.I. quiz team that met in the Rancliffe Arms on a 

Monday night and at that I met some more locals, also through 

W.I. I joined the darts team, so I did get to know lots of the local 

pubs in the area.  

We had both been members of our previous local church so we 

joined Bunny Church and I was coerced into the church choir 

because they were short of numbers for an Easter piece, and I 

stayed and did get my bronze medal from the churches exam.  

I was also church treasurer for 25 years and have seen five vicars 

in that time. 

 

What changes have you seen during your time here? 

Moor Lane has seen many changes during my time, some 

MY BUNNY 
Every month a Bunny resident tells us about their life 

in the village. This month…..Pat Tudball 
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fascinating, like hearing the cello being played in Holly Cottage, 

Mike Sowter’s pigs and chickens and at one time guinea fowl - who 

were thankfully eaten by a fox - and Brandy the pony, who I 

believe was 42 

when he died.  

I love the view 

over the moors, 

especially the 

sunsets, and with 

the country at 

your doorstep the 

different moods 

are a delight to 

watch. 

The bus service is 

much better than 

it was and the 

number 9 bus 

service is a great 

improvement.  

It was a shame to lose our post office; when we arrived  

there was not a post office in the village until the one in Main 

Street a few months later. During this time those with cars 

transported the pensioners every week to Ruddington for their 

pension and cigarettes. 

 

What do you like about living in the village? 

It’s the people who make the village. Over the years many groups 

have sprung up where you can join and meet friends, and I must 

mention the community choir on Thursday evenings, now five 

years old. One of the odd jobs that I was involved in was the speed 

gun project, when we tried to get car drivers to slow down through 

the village. 

I realise that change is coming, but I hope that the village spirit 

will remain. We need to have pride in our village, so those people 

that are moving to the community can catch our pride, join in and 

volunteer. I sometimes wish that we were more compact; we are 

almost a ribbon village when you think of it. 

The view from the end of Moor Lane 
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Wish You 
Were Beer 

Turning to autumn, and the days drawing in, my accomplice and I 

have been eyeing possible winter retreats where a cosy atmosphere 

can be combined with some good fodder. Having only really visited 

when walking between the Leakes, we set upon The Star.  

Previous weekend lunchtime visits had always shown a constant 

flow of patrons arriving at this apparently remote spot by the full 

complement of transport options, bar public. So what would this 

daytime mecca offer clientele to brave the darkening evenings?  

To find out, I made our reservation so we could sample what they 

had to offer in way of a Friday night dinner. 

Arriving shortly after seven, we thought it was encouraging to see 

the bar bustling, but concerning with all tables fully occupied 

(memories of Gotham!).  

Upon being served a very fine brew from the Charnwood brewery 

(yes, this is Leicestershire) and a glass of New Zealand Sauvignon 

Blanc, we soon relaxed, feeling very much at home.  

Any potential trepidation was dispelled as we were escorted to our 

table in the newly refurbished dining area. In fact this area was in 

stark contrast from the rest of the pub by being somewhat empty of 

people, but it was still early. 

The one-page menu provided a good selection without the need for 

a Posh Nosh Babel fish at what looks to be the going rate. Wishing 

to sample three courses, we inquired upon the size of the Creamy 

garlic mushrooms on thick, toasted, home baked bread to share. 

Initially described as mushrooms adorning half a baguette, this 

was downgraded to “You know, like one of those 30p short 

baguettes”; this potential own goal was pushed around the post 

THE STAR, WEST LEAKE 
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with a recovering, “But ours aren’t, of course (30p)”.  

If they weren’t, then they’d been duped, as the pre-baked bread did 

not do the excellent mushrooms justice. What a shame they 

couldn’t muster some rustic sourdough to toast and thus turn this 

dish into a real humdinger.  

My accomplice’s main course of tomato, courgette and basil risotto 

with smoked 

salmon, 

inspired yet 

another 

classic quote, 

“It’s nice, but 

there’s a lot 

going on 

here”.  

My linguine 

was steady 

and the 

shared sticky 

toffee pud 

didn’t 

disappoint. So 

with coffees 

lined up, we played guess the total, and much to or surprise we 

were both over by £10! So we concluded good value had been 

achieved. 

I must say the service we experienced throughout the evening was 

excellent, nothing was too much bother and always greeted with a 

warm friendly smile.  

With a central log fire in the main bar, I can imagine that this inn 

would offer the ideal romantic rendezvous for those harbouring 

from any storm on the horizon. And if you do get caught out, you’ll 

know the kitchen can supply a good solid meal without breaking 

the bank.  

* Other news: At the time you are reading this the Rugby World 

Cup, in Japan, should be about underway. Time zone differences 

doesn’t naturally fit with most people’s boozing habits, but I have 

been assured The Salutation in Keyworth will be showing “all the 

rugby”. I’m a little sceptical that they’ll really open at 6.15am for 
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Melton Lane, West Leake LE12 5RQ  

 

01509 

856480  

 https://thestarwestleake.co.uk/   n/a 

 
30 mins (6 

miles) 
 

Enjoyable stroll from 

East Leake via 
 15 mins 

Bradmore Community Hall 

Saturday October 12th at 7pm 

‘Extraordinary urban communities and temperatures of Ghana’ 

Speaker: Rob Wilby 

 
This talk provides a rare 

glimpse into the daily lives 

and coping strategies for 

extraordinary heat within 

low income urban 

communities of Tamale 

and Accra in Ghana.  

Free admission with any 

donation to the Yemen 

Crisis Appeal.  

 Georgia vs Uruguay, but expect the home nations games will be 

covered - no doubt with the offer of a hearty cooked breakfast and 

pint.  

Do you need to hire out Bunny Village Hall 

for any reason?  

It’s just £8 per hour for the large and small 

hall together (rising to £9 after 6pm), while 

the small hall on its own is only £4 per hour.  

The commercial rate for full hall hire is £12 

per hour. 

To book, or for more details, call 07397 

189535 or 984 6466.  

25 

Calling Bunny Bakers and Helpers…. 

Festive Fayre time will be 
upon us on 16th Nov.  
Will you help us  by baking 
for the  refreshment café? 
Can you spare some time  
to help on the day? 

 
If the answer is yes then please contact: 
Jan on 9841570 or Nikki 07944687260 
who will be pleased to hear from you. 

H A  R  V  E  S  T 

AT  ST. MARY THE VIRGIN, BUNNY 

 

SUNDAY 6
th

 OCTOBER 2019 

 

11.00 a.m. Harvest Service 

12.30 p.m. Lunch 

 

TEL:  ROY 921 1520 

to confirm numbers for catering 

Please bring a plate and cutlery 

 

All Welcome 
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NORBURY NATTERS 

Time Flies 

Watching this year’s Tour of Britain, it is difficult to believe that it 

is over a year since the tour visited Bunny.  

At the time there was much talk of the ‘Legacy’ of the tour and it 

can be argued that this was the case in respect of Bunny.  

For example, the event brought together  the biggest gathering of 

residents since the Jubilee. In addition, the volunteers for the day 

led in part to the formation of the Bunny Improvement Group 

(BIG). 

It also showed that there were people prepared to come forward to 

allow some of us oldies to retire from the Parish Council. Last, but 

not least, at the expense of historical accuracy, the village 

embraced the ‘Bunny’ theme, providing an all-important ‘Unique 

Selling Point’. 

 

Join Up 

The Tour of Britain was a one-off, but why not join one of the 

regular groups in the village? In addition to the Parish Council and 

BIG, others include the 

following, in no particular 

order – Church, WI, FOBS 

(Friends of Bunny School), 

Men’s Institute, 

Community Choir, Lunch 

Bunch, History Group, 

Village Hall Social Group,  

Allotments, Gardeners, 

Fab Fund, Bell Ringers, 

Hand Bell Ringers, and 

Baby and Toddlers. 

 

Roads Renewal 

Resurfacing work has continued on the A60, but alas there is no 

sign of work on the junction of the A60 and Keyworth Lane which 

is long overdue.  
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However, at the time of writing, work is about to start of the 

resurfacing of Main Street, Church Street and Moor Lane. In 

addition to removing the many potholes, fingers crossed that it 

does not make matters worse in relation to flooding. 

 

Brickyard Bafflement 

The brickyard site continues to baffle. The owners applied to 

Rushcliffe for an Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) but it 

turns out that one is not required as they only apply to industrial 

developments of more than 5 hectares.  

As the proposal includes 55 houses on the remainder of the site it 

falls below the limit for an EIA to be required. The overall site 

already has planning permission for industrial use and it is the 

housing proposal which has caused most concern. Another vagary 

of planning rules. 

************************************************* 

The Lunch Bunch in October will be held in the Village Hall on: 

 

Thursday October 10th at 12 noon 

 

The menu will be:  

Sausage and mash with braised red 

cabbage and peas.  

Sticky Toffee Pudding and Ice-cream 

Coffee or tea.  

 

Price £3. Please contact Jan on 9841570 by Monday October 7 if 

you would like to join us and did not sign the book last month.  

 OPEN CHURCH  
 

Join us for coffee and biscuits at St Mary’s, Bunny,  

on Saturday October 26th from 10.30am to 12.30pm. 

Jan will have her Jamboree Jams and other preserves,  

and Christopher his bargain second-hand books for sale. 
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Date  Time Event  Place 

      

1 Tuesday 10.00am Toddler Group Village Hall  

  7.30pm Bell Ringing Practice St Mary's 

2 Wednesday Blue & Green Bin Day  

  2.30pm Chat in Church St Mary's 

  3.30pm Visiting Bell Ringers St Mary's 

  7.00pm Handbells Practice Almshouse 

3 Thursday 1.30pm Mobile Library 
Hill Top 

Convent  

  2.05pm Mobile Library Church View  

  2.30pm Mobile Library Albert Road  

  7.00pm Community Choir Village Hall  

4 Friday 7.00pm Church Choir Practice St Mary's 

6 Sunday 12.30pm Harvest Lunch St Mary's 

8 Tuesday 10.00am Toddler Group Village Hall  

  7.30pm Bell Ringing Practice St Mary's 

9 Wednesday Grey Bin Day  

  7.00pm Handbells Practice Almshouse 

  6.30pm Gardeners' Meeting Village Hall  

10 Thursday 12.00pm Lunch Bunch Village Hall  

  7.00pm Community Choir Village Hall  

11 Friday 7.00pm Church Choir Practice St Mary's 

14 Monday  November Bulletin deadline  

15 Tuesday 10.00am Toddler Group Village Hall  

  7.30pm Bell Ringing Practice St Mary's 

16 Wednesday  Blue & Green Bin Day  

  2.30pm Chat in Church St Mary's 

  7.00pm Handbells Practice Almshouse 

VILLAGE DIARY FOR OCTOBER 
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17 Thursday 7.00pm Community Choir Village Hall  

  7.30pm Parish Council Meeting Village Hall  

21 Monday 7.00pm WI Village Hall  

22 Tuesday 7.30pm Church Bell Ringing Practice St Mary's 

23 Wednesday Grey Bin Day  

  7.00pm Handbells Practice Almshouse 

24 Thursday 7.00pm Community Choir Village Hall  

25 Friday 7.00pm Church Choir Practice St Mary's 

26 Saturday 10.30am Open Church St Mary's 

29 Tuesday 7.30pm Church Bell Ringing Practice St Mary's 

30 Wednesday  Blue & Green Bin Day  

  2.30pm Chat in Church St Mary's 

  7.00pm Handbells Practice Almshouse 

31 Thursday 7.00pm Community Choir Village Hall  

ADV Friday Nov 1 ‘Lest We Forget’ Concert St Mary's 

ADV Saturday Nov 16 Fabric Fund Festive Fayre St Mary's 

SPOT THE CELEB  

Double 

trouble! 

Who are 

this pair 

of ne’er-

do-wells 

with a 

Bunny 

link? 

BUNNY FACT   

According to the most 

recent census (2011), there 

are 363 females and 326 

males in Bunny.  

That means the village is 

52.7% female and 47.3% 

male - a slightly bigger 

difference than the national 

figures which are 51% to 

49%.  

This monthly diary can only be published as a reminder of forthcoming 

events in and around Bunny if organisers let us know! 

Telephone 9845172, put a note through the door of 148 Loughborough 

Road or email XristopherP@yahoo.co.uk before deadline. Thank you! 

mailto:XristopherP@yahoo.co.uk
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What great fun we had when West Bridgford, Keyworth and 

Tollerton Churches joined us for Messy Church as part of the 

OneLIFE Mission.  

33 children with their parents and carers made colourful paper 

flowers and sugar sparkling leaves with which they decorated the 

big cross in our Church.  

Call in and see it - it is 

beautiful!  

They also had a great time 

making sand crosses, 

scratch crosses, 

shortbread biscuit crosses, 

and a big Lego cross.   

The treasure hunt was 

very popular, as were 

the  noughts and crosses 

and parachute games 

outside.  

Bishop Alison captured 

the children’s attention as 

she spoke about and 

showed the gifts her 

parishioners gave her 

when she was ordained 

Bishop of Hull. 

The sun shone and Chris’ 

cakes went down a treat, 

as did Ann and Lynn’s  

sandwiches, for our picnic in the Church grounds. 

Many thanks to Joy and everyone involved in Messy Church.  It is 

at 3.30pm on the first Thursday of every month.  

Do join us!  

 

Penny Wakefield 

Messy Church 
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BUNNY IMROVEMENT GROUP 

Just wanted to say a BIG thank you to everyone who turned up for 

our  first social get-together in the Rancliffe Arms on the 6th of 

September, and  to welcome our two new members. 

It was a very convivial evening, and nice to meet up all together 

and discuss the progress we have made in such a short time, and 

have lots of discussions on areas we could target next. 

To date village benches and planters have been refurbished weeds 

and moss have been cleared around the church walls and hedges 

have been trimmed; the wall opposite Church Street fronting 

Bunny  Hall is now weed free, the layby cleared of its weeds and 

sink(!); and communal seating areas  weeded and tidied. 

The task in hand at the moment is to reclaim the overgrown 

pavement on Loughborough Road, as we hope this will help our 

village school children and parents with pushchairs on their walk 

to school. 

This work has already started and hopefully will continue in the 

coming few weeks if weather permits, and as our community 

volunteers are able to give up their time. 

We are always looking for more help and if you are able to offer 

your time in any way we can add you to our WhatsApp group to 

keep you informed  of what we are hoping to do so, please let us 

know. Look out for further updates, and we hope we can inspire 

you to join us, as many hands do make light work and we have all 

agreed that it gives a great sense of achievement on a job well done 

in our lovely village.  

Stella Alldred on behalf of BIG 

Elsewhere on Loughborough Road 

residents have been busy freeing 

up pavement space by cutting back 

some of the grassy edge. This 

photo shows the section just to the 

north of the junction with Albert 

Road.  
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BUNNY VILLAGE  

COMMUNITY CHOIR 

Formed in 2014,  

we are a small choir and 

we sing because we enjoy it!  

 

 

 

Our Musical Director, Jane Ashworth, 

works us hard, but makes learning fun!   

We sing popular songs from the past and present, 

numbers from films and musicals, folk and country,  

and even some pieces that are rather more upmarket! 

 

We don’t hold auditions as everyone is welcome whatever their 

voice is like (otherwise I wouldn’t be a member!). 

Neither will we expect you to read music or sing a solo 

(unless you want to!) 

 

We meet weekly in Bunny Village Hall  

on Thursdays from 7pm – 8.30pm  

 

OUR NEXT  MEETINGS ARE ON: 
 
Thursday September 26th -  7.00pm - 8.30pm in Bunny Village Hall 
Thursday October 3rd    -     7.00pm - 8.30pm in Bunny Village Hall 
Thursday October 10th   -    7.00pm - 8.30pm in Bunny Village Hall 
Thursday October 17th   -    7.00pm - 8.30pm in Bunny Village Hall 
Thursday October 24th -    NO SESSION THIS WEEK 
Thursday October 31st     -  7.00pm - 8.30pm in Bunny Village Hall 

 

(Singing starts at 7pm prompt so it’s best to arrive 10 mins early) 

 

If you want to give us a try, your first session is free. 

TO FIND OUT MORE - RING KATE ON 0115 9847090  

OR EMAIL HER AT:  kate.m.hunt@outlook.com 
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BUNNY ALLOTMENTS RECIPE OF THE MONTH 

Beetroot with marmalade 
 

This month’s offering is a novel and tasty way of using beetroot 

which is very simple to make, and may be used straightaway or 

can be frozen for later use.  

It is delicious hot with game, goose or duck, but equally as good as 

a cold salad accompaniment.  

 

Ingredients: 

 

1lb cooked beetroot 

 

1oz unsalted butter 

 

1 heaped tablespoon 

marmalade (we use 

dark, thick cut) 

 

Juice of half orange 

 

Method: 

 

1. Skin and cut the cooked beetroot into dice. 

 

2. Measure the butter, marmalade and orange juice into a pan, 

heat until the butter melts, then add the beetroot. 

 

3. Simmer gently, stirring occasionally for about 10mins until the 

liquid has evaporated and the beetroot is evenly glazed. 

 

Freezes very well. 

 

 

Would you like an allotment?  Plots are currently available.  

Please contact Cathy on 07803 004582 or Sheila on 9213783 
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BUNNY AND DISTRICT GARDENERS 

The meeting programme got underway with a fascinating talk by 

Pam Myott on the ‘Bizarre Behaviour and Biology of Badgers’, 

which really deserved a larger audience.  

It seems that badgers are good climbers and swimmers, and are 

not averse to entering houses - as one owner found out to their cost 

when one ended up destroying their newly-renovated bathroom 

before it was caught and released. 

This month at 7.30pm on Wednesday October 7th sees a return to 

a more conventional garden topic ‘The Wollaton Hall Botanic 

Garden and Fern Collection’ to be given by speakers from the  

Hardy Plant Society. Visitors welcome, £3 on the door.  

It has been brought to my attention that 

house burglaries have been happening 

too close to our village for comfort, i.e. 

Bradmore. 

Only today I had to turn away a hawker 

from my front door without finding out 

what ‘goodies’ he had for me! Unsolicited 

callers are always bad news. I do not 

think that he was contemplating theft, 

but the impressive permit that he waved 

at me was not issued by the Police, so it was of no legal standing.  

I dialled 101 but before they could answer he had performed a 

disappearing act. 

Christopher Paul 

Bunny Neighbourhood Watch Co-ordinator 

XristopherP@yahoo.co.uk  

The next meeting of Bunny Parish Council will be held in the 

Village Hall at 7.15pm on Thursday September 19.  

Residents are welcome to attend and listen to the proceedings. 

There is also the opportunity for members of the public to raise 

issues if they wish to do so (this is item 7 on the agenda). 

35 

SPOT THE CELEB ANSWER 
 

‘They’re young. They’re in love. And they kill 

people’. Who could forget the classic tagline 

from the 1967 movie Bunny and Clyde? The 

film starred Faye Dunaway as Bunny Parker, 

and Warren Beatty as Clyde Burrow. 

(Okay, that’s probably enough of these.) 

The talk at the Bunny with Bradmore WI meeting of September 16 

was by Elizabeth Hunt, who started ‘Sweetheart Jewellery’ at the 

beginning of 2019, having worked in the 

jewellery trade since 1987.  

She travelled across the world on a 

regular basis and in 2007-2011, spent 

time in Hong Kong when she regularly 

visited the Pearl Farms in China. Her 

travels also took her to the Far East and 

India.  

The poverty and abuse which she witnessed in India had a lasting 

effect and was one reason why she set up her business.  

Elizabeth donates 20% of the sale of her jewellery to charities in 

India which support street children and abused women with 

housing, food and basic necessities.  

Elizabeth had a wonderful variety of pearls which she buys from 

China and runs workshops from home on restringing pearls and 

other stones. She also makes exquisite silver jewellery.  

Her talk was fascinating. We enjoyed every moment and were 

spoilt for choice when browsing her stall.  t the end of the evening 

we knew much more about the different kinds of pearls and how 

they are manufactured.   

Monica Mills 

BUNNY WITH BRADMORE WI 

mailto:XristopherP@yahoo.co.uk
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Deep in the mine a dark shape stirs, 

From insects of fantasy slumber land. 

In huddled mass amongst the furs, 

She stretches her leathery wing-ed 

hand. 

 

Dropping from the roof into clammy air 

space 

Heading for the day’s darkening light 

Exit finding chirp echoes from the workface 

Flutters through the bars into the night. 

 

Across the wood she journeys tight, 

Soars into the canopy, acrobat. 

From glade to glade she hunts in flight, 

For mosquito, beetle, air bourn gnat. 

 

Twisting to the right by the prickled 

holly  

Over maple bright, seeming possessed 

Cresting oaken bough, shouts a sonic 

volley 

Filing up her need, on a key quest. 

 

Then to the mine returns replete, 

To sleep through whatever Frost will 

bring. 

She clings once more to her love seat, 

Her mouse fairy baby will see the 

spring. 

 

This mine is mine so leave us be, 

To dream of endless insect tea! 

Chris Terrell-Nield 2019 

OUT OF THE DARK 

Pipistrelle 

Bat colony, North Devon 

Bat-friendly Silver Seal mine  

entrance 
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Notes From Bunny Wood 
Walking along the main (northern) ride you may spot some of our 

bats. They are best seen at dusk against the sky as they flutter in 

pursuit of gnats and mosquitoes. 

With an abundance of insects there should be good pickings this 

year – good for bats, threatened by habitat loss, pesticides and 

light pollution. They will be hibernating soon, so are building up 

winter energy reserves.  

There are eighteen British species and five have been recorded 

from the wood, including the large Noctule. Our most frequent are 

Common Pipistrelle (Pipistrellus pipistrelles) and Soprano 

Pipistrelle (Pipistrellus pygmaeus).  

We’ve identified both using a bat detector, since the Soprano 

(unsurprisingly) has a higher frequency call. Our detector also 

showed more contacts around the adit (the passage into the mine), 

hence the poetic connection with the mine.  

The only mammals capable of true flight, bats are often highly 

aerobatic as they hunt. UK bats eat huge numbers of insects, so 

are important in pest control. 

Bats, of course have a darker side (apart from being nocturnal) 

and we have Bram Stoker to thank for that! (Although the legends 

he unearthed are much older). Alongside spiders, black cats and 

witches they are firmly attached to Halloween.  

With this in mind, the metre for this month’s poem is from Camille 

Saint-Saëns Danse macabre. De-dum De-um De-um De-um, De-

dum Di-De De Du Du D-ee D-ee D-i is the main theme, followed by 

a rapid melody, used here in alternate verses to indicate the flying 

hunt. Danse macabre originates from an old French superstition 

that Death appears at midnight on Halloween. Death summons 

the dead to dance while he plays his fiddle (represented by a solo 

violin). His skeletons dance until the cock crows at dawn, when 

they must return to their graves until the next year. The piece 

uses a xylophone to imitate the sounds of rattling bones, as in the 

Fossils movement of The Carnival of the Animals.  

 

Early note: The date of our Christmas Log Sale is Sunday 

December 1st. 
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CHIRPINGS 
Notes on birds and nature in the garden 

One possibly unintended effect of providing garden-bird feeders is 

that sparrowhawks have learned they are a good place to visit and 

catch unsuspecting small birds off their guard.   

I was visited recently by a hunting sparrowhawk, moments after 

the blue tits and goldfinches had scattered.  

It dived through below the apple-tree branches, managed to 

negotiate the 

obstacle course of 

clustered low-

hanging apples, did 

a swirl and ended 

up on one of the 

higher branches in 

full view from my 

window.  

It was a large, 

brown bird so a 

female, and  

possibly a youngster 

still honing its skills. Before long it took off again, did another 

swirling turn towards the feeders, banked and vanished over the 

garage roof. 

All this time a single pigeon had been sitting on top of a fence post 

very near the feeders, chest forward like an archery target. It 

couldn’t have made itself more visible if it was trying.  

It watched the hawk come, and watched it go, without so much as 

a ruffle of its feathers. The hawk obviously saw the pigeon and one 

of its swirls took it towards the fence post but then it swirled away 

again.   

Possibly it had been intending to perch there itself, as a good 

vantage point, and had really not noticed the pigeon until that 

moment? If it was indeed a younger bird, it might not have been 

sure of tackling such a big catch; a fully grown female is quite 

Sparrowhawk 
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capable of taking a pigeon, though it might have trouble flying off 

with it.  

I wonder whether my pigeon somehow knew this hawk was no 

danger, or whether it was just being foolhardy (or stupid!). It 

might not be so lucky next time. 

On a gentler note, 

while pruning one of 

the junglier bits of my 

garden in September I 

heard a soft ‘twee’, and 

a willow warbler flew 

in to perch on a branch 

literally a hand’s span 

from my nose!  It sat 

for several seconds 

looking at me, then 

with another ‘twee’ 

flicked to another 

branch and  

disappeared round the back of the ivy.  

Being a youngster, its plumage was immaculate – soft greeny-

brown back and smart lemon yellow below, with a creamy stripe 

over each big, friendly-looking black eye.  

Each year I see a single willow warbler or chiffchaff passing 

through in the autumn, but I have never been so close to one 

before – a superb reward for being there at the right time. 

 

Sheila Clark 

Derek’s Tours  
October 16: Waddesdon Manor (NT)  

Interested? Contact Kath on 07825 496783 

Telephone 0115 937 4296  

e-mail derekstoursok@gmail.com 

Willow warbler 

mailto:derekstoursok@gmail.com
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St Mary the Virgin Bunny with 

Bradmore Parish Church  

Services for Bunny & Bradmore in October 

Thursday 3rd 3.30pm Messy Church Bunny 

Sunday  

Trinity 16 

6th 11.00am Harvest Festival 

Family Service 

Bunny  

Sunday  

Trinity 17 

13th 9.00am Holy Communion Bradmore  

  10.15am 

 

Sunday School 

 

Bradmore 

Comm. Hall 

  6.00pm Evensong Bunny 

Sunday  

Trinity 18 

20th 10.15am Sunday School Bradmore 

Comm. Hall 

  6.00pm Holy Communion Bunny 

Sunday  

Trinity 19 

27th 9.00am Holy Communion Bunny 

  10.15am Chapel Anniversary Bradmore 

Methodists 

Churchwardens:  Heather Paul  9845172 

    Roy Baker   9211520 

Incumbent:  Rev.Tom Meyrick    rector@ksbb.org.uk  

CHAT IN CHURCH 

St. Mary's, Bunny 

Wednesday October 2nd & 16th, 2.30pm to 4.30pm  

Drop in and have a chat, tea or coffee and a piece of  cake. 
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Bunny Woods wildflower meadow 

A field next to Bunny Woods is being transformed into a wildflower 

meadow in a scheme between British Gypsum and 

Nottinghamshire Wildlife Trust. 

The 3.3-acre meadow is being created by halting agricultural use 

on the former farming land, and allowing it to regenerate and 

attract wildflower species. 

Jennifer Saunders, senior estates and minerals planner at British 

Gypsum, said: “Since the 1930s the UK has seen the drastic loss of 

its once widespread wildflower meadows, with intensive farming 

gradually replacing them.  

“The remaining meadows now 

represent just one per cent of the 

UK’s land area and many flower 

and wildlife species are in steep 

decline. We had an opportunity to 

‘do our bit’ and regain some land to 

help preserve wildlife facing an 

uncertain future.  

“Although only in its first year, we 

are really pleased to see there are 

lots of species appearing already in 

our meadow at Bunny Wood – some of which may have been lying 

dormant for up to 20 years. 

“These include meadow vetchling, agrimone, ox-eye daisies  and 

common spotted orchids. Much more than just pretty flowers, 

meadows are unrivalled havens for wildlife, and we look forward to 

seeing this one flourish into the future.” 

Holly McCain, senior development officer from Nottinghamshire 

Wildlife Trust, added: “Here in Nottinghamshire the decline in 

meadows has been even greater than in other parts of the UK and 

its exciting that we have an opportunity to support the company to 

restore this vital habitat. As part of the long-term partnership with 

British Gypsum, we are looking forward to having a team to 

volunteer at Bunny Old Wood nature reserve to help maintain the 

site for both visitors and wildlife.” 

Common spotted orchid 
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Bunny Parish Council   

Name Address Phone 

John Alldred 42 Loughborough Road 921 2280 

David Beckford 2 The Paddock 07414 004494  

Izumi Featherstone 17 Albert Road 984 6466 

Chris Rogers 11 Victoria Road 07919 593429 

Steve Stubbs  23 Moor Lane  07843 052914  

Nigel Sutton 1 The Paddock 07860 899585 

Maria Webb 30 Moor Lane 921 3561 

Mike Elliott 19/21 Main Street, 937 6506 

(Clerk to the Council)   

New Library Opening Hours 

 Keyworth East Leake Ruddington 

Monday  9.30 - 5.30 9.00 - 5.00 Closed 

Tuesday 9.30 - 5.30 Closed 9.30 - 5.30 

Wednesday Closed 9.00 - 12.30 Closed 

Thursday 9.30 - 5.30 9.00 - 5.00 9.30 - 5.30 

Friday 9.30 - 1.00 9.00 - 12.30 9.30 - 5.00 

Saturday 9.30 - 1.00 9.00 - 1.00 9.30 - 1.00 

Sunday Closed Closed Closed 

The new library opening times as published in the September 

edition of the Bulletin have been amended slightly. Ruddington is 

now closed on Mondays, and not open from 9.30am to 5.30pm as 

previously published. The updated times are:  

If you have friends or relatives in the USA or Canada, the last 

posting date for Christmas for the economy service is Tuesday 

October 15.  
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Keyworth Methodist Church events 

On Saturday October 

5, Mabel's Market will 

be held in the church from 

10am to 12 noon.  

There will be home baking 

stalls, jams, bric-a-brac, 

Flamingo cards and also a 

Traidcraft stall. Come and 

join us for coffee and a 

browse. Entry is free, with 

proceeds to charity Self 

Help Africa. 

 

And on Saturday October, there will be a Charity Card Sale in 

the church from 10am to 12 noon.—including Christmas and other 

anniversary cards and gifts from Traidcraft, The Wildlife Trust, 

Flamingo Cards, Self Help Africa and other organisations.  

Entry is free and refreshments will be available. 
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Back In The Day 
This month’s 

photograph is of the 

old School and Alms 

house taken around 

1900. This 

wonderful building 

was designed and 

built in 1700 by Sir 

Thomas Parkyns. 

His mother Lady 

Anne established a 

charity placing 30 

acres in trust, 

instructing the 

school receive the 

annual rent and 

income. The 

building consisted of 

a school room, rooms 

for the headmaster 

and his family, and 

four rooms for poor 

village widows.  

The tablets above the doors and the decorative iron work leave us in 

no doubt who built it and what it was intended to be used for. One 

carved inscription states, ‘Knowledge has no enemy other than 

ignorance and no one shall go from here ignorant of arithmetic.’ The 

school fees were six old pence per quarter for those who could afford 

it, and free to those who couldn’t. The widows each received a new 

gown and petticoat per year.  

The building is still in use as an Alms house containing two flats, a 

meeting room where the village archive is kept; and the school room 

is now the men’s institute snooker room, refuge for many a Bunny 

husband over the years! 

Roger Sewell, Bunny History Society 
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BUNNY BULLETIN INFORMATION 
 
ONLINE 

Editions can be viewed online at www.bunnyvillage.org.uk. 

 

DIARY PAGES 

If you are holding an event and would like it included in the 

Village Diary pages, please contact Heather on 0115 9845172. 

 

COPY 

E-mail copy to: editor.bunnybulletin@gmail.com. Please send text 

articles as Word documents (.docx); spreadsheets as Excel files 

(.xls) and pictures as JPEGs (.jpg). Handwritten items can be deliv-

ered to Erica at 34 Main Street. 

 

COPY DEADLINE 

Deadline for next edition: Monday, October 14 

Delivery of next edition: Weekend of October 26/27  

  

ADVERTISING 

Enquiries to editor.bunnybulletin@gmail.com. 

 

DISTRIBUTION 

If you have not received your current issue, contact your local 

distributor or ring Phil Brown on 0115 9211791. 

 

COMMITTEE 

Editor: editor.bunnybulletin@gmail.com.  

Invoicing & Minutes: Chris Brown, 36 Main Street, 9211791 

Diary Editor & Treasurer:  Heather Paul, 148 Loughborough Road, 

9845172 
 

Disclaimer: Any opinions expressed in the Bunny Bulletin are not necessarily 

those of the Editorial Committee, who reserve the right to edit material as and 

when it is considered appropriate. 

 

Please note: Articles in the Bunny Bulletin are for circulation to the residents of 

Bunny village and for others by subscription only. The information they contain is 

not to be printed in any other publication without the author’s express permission. 

This also applies to articles viewable on the village website. 
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LOCAL GROUPS 
 
 
Allotments 
Sheila 0115 9213783 or Cathy 
07803 004582 
 
Baby & Toddlers 
Nikki 07944 687260 or Steve 07843 
052914 
 
Bunny Improvement Group 
Pete 0115 9213213 
(petepearson44@gmail.com) 
 
Church Bell Ringing 
Marilyn 0115 9844081 
 
Church Choir 
Heather 0115 9845172 
 
Community Choir 
Kate 0115 9847090 
(kate.m.hunt@outlook.com)  

Fabric Fundraisers 
Jan 0115 9841570 
 
Friends of Bunny School 
friendsofbunnyschool@gmail.com 
 
Gardeners 
Graham 0115 9846253 
 
Handbells 
John 0115 9211335 
 
History 
Roger 0115 9216596 
 
Lunch Bunch 
Jan 0115 9841570 

 

Messy Church 

Joey (joeyhamilton102@gmail.com) 

 

Women's Institute 

Angi 07970 801709  

angelacharlesworth@hotmail.co.uk 

mailto:petepearson44@gmail.com
mailto:kate.m.hunt@outlook.com
mailto:friendsofbunnyschool@gmail.com
mailto:joeyhamilton102@gmail.com
mailto:angelacharlesworth@hotmail.co.uk
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USEFUL TELEPHONE NUMBERS   

Bunny Primary School 0115 921 2727 

Church House Surgery, Ruddington 0115 984 7101 

Church View Dental Practice, Ruddington 0115 984 8024 

Crimestoppers UK 0800 555111 

East Leake Health Centre 01509 852181 

East Leake Leisure Centre 01509 852956 

Electricity Loss of Supply  105 

Flood Warning Line 0800 988 1188 

Gas Emergency 0800 111999 

Hate Crime Helpline 0800 138 1625 

Keyworth Dental Surgery 0115 937 5828 

Keyworth Health Centre 0115 937 3527 

Keyworth Leisure Centre 0115  937 5582 

Keyworth Library 0115 937 3509 

Leakline & Sewer Problems 0800 783 4444 

Neighbourhood Watch Co-ordinator 0115 984 5172 

NHS Direct  111 

Nottingham City Hospital 0115 969 1169 

Nottinghamshire County Council 0300 500 8080 

Police (if crime in progress call 999)  101 

Queen's Medical Centre 0115 924 9924 

Ruddington Library 0115 921 2309 

Ruddington Medical Centre 0115 921 1144 

Rushcliffe Borough Council 0115 981 9911 

South Wolds Academy 0115 937 3506 

Telephone Preference Service 0207 291 3320 

Treeline Dental Care, Keyworth 0115 937 2226 

Village Dental Practice, East Leake 01509 852399 

Village Hall Administrator 07817 847586 


