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WATER, WATER EVERYWHERE
Delivered free to every household in Bunny
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EDITORIAL
There’s only been one topic of conversation around the village in
the past few days - the floods which affected many streets at the
back end of last week.
While some roads have been prone
to flooding in the past, this was on
a scale not seen before by many
residents, particularly those living
in Loughborough Road and Moor
Lane.
It’s too early to be delving deep
down into the causes of the floods,
although we’ll be taking a proper
look at it next month.
For now, many thanks are due to
those who went above and beyond
to help out during the flooding - whether it was taking students
to South Wolds after the school bus missed out Bunny entirely,
lending their wellies to the postman in Moor Lane so he could
complete his deliveries, or any other of the acts of kindness and
generosity witnessed.
The flooding was at least enough to distract us all from the
general election for a few days, but it will be upon us before you
know it.
The selection (or, more accurately, the non-selection) of
candidates has become a hot potato in recent weeks, as parties
decide just how far they are willing to compromise in order to get
not so much the Government but the Brexit they want. You can
read the latest election news on p14, while there’s a round-up of
candidates (and their views) on p20/21.
We are also getting into Christmas events season, and inside this
edition there are details of some of these including the
Christingle service, Santa sleigh and Xmas wreath-making
session. Let’s hope the roads remain clear - and dry - enough for
us all to enjoy them.

The Editor
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LATEST NEWS: LATEST NEWS: LATEST NEWS

Streets swamped as hours
Much of the village experienced significant flooding following
heavy rainfall on Thursday, November 14.
The A60 was closed overnight, and there were also problems in a
number of other roads including Gotham Lane and Main Street.
As of the beginning of this week, however, the only street still
officially closed was Moor Lane, with standing water remaining
and some residents unable to get off their drives.
The exact causes of the flooding will no doubt become clearer over
the coming weeks, but the events of the past few days did highlight
some obvious issues.
Road closures
The A60 was closed
on Thursday evening
after the water got to
dangerously high
levels (see right). By
6am on the Friday
morning, the water
level had subsided,
and cars were driving
through the closure
signs. And yet the
official closure
remained in place
well into mid-morning.
The county council’s highways teams reported that some road
users (not specifically here) were wrongly removing road closure
signs where it was still dangerous to drive, while the Environment
Agency reminded drivers that just 30cm of water is enough for you
to lose control of your car.
Was enough done to reopen the road as quickly as possible?
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LATEST NEWS: LATEST NEWS: LATEST NEWS

of rain leads to flooding
Level of rain
It was wet - but was it really that wet? At the Met Office’s weather
station in Sutton Bonington (the closest to Bunny), 27.6mm of
rainfall was recorded over the course of Thursday. That was a
noteworthy amount, but there were higher levels elsewhere in the
UK (42mm in Tredegar in Wales) and even elsewhere in Notts
(29m in Watnall). It wasn’t even
the wettest day this year. Should
it have had the impact it did?
What actually caused the
flooding?
Obviously the main cause was
around 13 hours of rain. But
beyond that, different agencies
have responsibility for different
types of floods. For large rivers
bursting their banks it’s the
Environment Agency, but even at
peak flow you’d be hard pressed to
put Fairham Brook into this
category. For groundwater and
surface flooding it’s the county
council. For flooding from drains
on highways it’s either Highways England (larger roads) or the
county council (smaller roads). Severn Trent only gets involved if
flooding is coming from a public sewer or there is a burst water
main. In Bunny there certainly seemed to be flooding from at least
two of these different sources, so finding a long-term solution may
not be straightforward.
* Thanks to Ian Barrett, Leanne White and Paul Thorneycroft for the
photos here and on page one.
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LATEST NEWS: LATEST NEWS: LATEST NEWS

No Greens or Brexit Party
Voters in Rushcliffe in the General Election will have just five
candidates to choose from, after both the Brexit Party and Green
Party decided not to stand.
The Green Party stood aside in order to give the Lib Dems a better
chance of winning, as part of a national pact between the Lib
Dems, Greens and Plaid Cymru to increase the chances of success
for pro-Remain candidates.
The three parties agreed to field only one candidate between them
in 60 seats around the country, including Rushcliffe. But the move
has not gone down well with some Green Party members in the
area, who felt the focus should have been on campaigning over
climate change rather than Brexit.
Meanwhile, Brexit Party
leader Nigel Farage
announced that the party
would not be fielding
candidates in any the 317
constituencies won by the
Conservatives at the 2017
election.
That included Rushcliffe,
where Ken Clarke was elected
as a Tory two years ago, even if he later had the whip withdrawn
and left as an independent after 49 years.
As a result Alexander Woolf, a West Bridgford resident who had
already been announced as the Brexit Party candidate, was forced
to make a hasty retreat.
At the last election Ken Clarke won with 30,223 votes, followed by
Labour with 22,213.
*See p20/21 for our guide to the remaining (not Remaining, at least
not all of them) candidates.
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CRIMES IN OCTOBER
KEYWORTH
8th
9th
10th
12th
14th
15th
15th
15th
16th
22nd

Meat and tinned foods stolen from shop in Nottm Road
Sat nav and dashcam stolen from vehicle in Nottm Rd
Allegation of verbal abuse in Main Street
Bottles of wine stolen from shop in The Square
Burglary in Adams Hill
Theft of sweets and drinks from shop in Wolds Drive
Theft of washing powder from shop in The Square
Threats made to staff at shop in The Square
Physical assault in Nottingham Road
Food stolen from shop in Wolds Drive

COSTOCK
4th

Damage caused to a van window on Main Street

TOLLERTON
18th
18th

Cigarettes stolen from vehicle in Melton Road
Attempted burglary in Cotgrave Lane

WILLOUGHBY-ON-THE-WOLDS

1st
25th

Rock salt stolen from Green Lane
Burglary in London Lane

WYSALL
16th

Two cars stolen after burglary in Wymeswold Road

There were no crimes reported in Bunny, Bradmore, Plumtree
Rempstone or Widmerpool.
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BUNNY PARISH
Notes of the meeting held on Thursday October 17
Clerk’s report
* Roadside working by volunteers/others. This is not permitted
without the necessary steps being taken on safety grounds,
including one-way traffic if needed.
* Info for village hall smoke alarms was discussed. Coun. Beckford
said he would progress the matter.
* Notts County Council had acknowledged the concerned express to
them. Footpaths have acknowledged request for possible attention
to footpaths 1, 2, 5 and 10.
* Vic Gunn seat - family would like to give a seat in his memory
and place it in the churchyard.
Correspondence
* RMS sports consultants wrote on the subject of a parish plan.
Members felt the matter could be looked at again in the future but
not currently.
* Rushcliffe Borough Council wrote in regard to a service they
could offer on the matter of obtaining court injunctions on land
that might be possible sites for travellers. The council felt the
likelihood of land in the village being used would not warrant the
£1,500 charge that would apply to any such site having such an
order.
* Rushcliffe Borough Council had confirmed the village hall
booking for the police commissioner election on May 7, 2020 and
asked if the parish council could store new portable polling booths
they would be using. The container box would be 9ft x 3ft6 by 3ft.
Members felt there was not sufficient room in the hall to cater for
those needs.
* Rushcliffe Borough Council new Update magazine available
online had included a full page on the formation of the Bunny
Improvement Group (BIG) following the visit to the village last
year of the Tour of Britain.
* The firm Defib for Life wrote in provision of defibs. Coun.
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COUNCIL MINUTES
Beckford said the village group working to provide a defibrillator
were making progress. The meeting agreed the unit should be
placed on the exterior village hall wall.
* Sailors, Soldiers and Air Force Association charity for the Armed
Services wrote in regard to the VE Day event weekend next May.
The council were looking at ways to mark the milestone year of the
ending of WW2.
Highway matters
* The need for the roadside pavement along Loughborough Road
from the Fairham Brook to Gotham Lane to be improved, in that
its width was insufficient due to overgrowth of the grass sides, was
discussed and the clerk was to make a request for the work to be
undertaken. Work to improve the surface of the road on Main
Street had been well received.

Planning
Rushcliffe Borough Council Applications
19/02215 Laura Scotney, 20 Gotham Lane. Erect first floor side
extension, single storey rear extension and render house. No
objection.
19/02248/LBC Tony Raban 15 Main Street. Move existing side first
floor window. No objection.
19/02288/LBC Keepers Cottage, Loughborough Road. Replace
bedroom window on west elevation. No objection.
Rushcliffe Borough Council Decisions
19/01812, 14 Victoria Road. Demolish ground floor rear extension
and replace with new. Grant.
19/02288/LBC, Keepers cottage, Loughborough Road. Replace
bedroom window on west elevation. Grant.
19/01086, Hillside Farm, Bunny Hill, change of use from, C2 care
home to CV3 residential use. Refuse.
Finance
Payment of accounts were approved as per the circulated list.
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Village Hall
* Discussions took place on various aspects of the condition of the
interior of the hall including painting and decorating, replastering
of some of the walls, and work in the kitchen. The chairman [Coun
Featherstone for the meeting] was to obtain prices. If major work
was undertaken it had to be recognised there would be a loss of
bookings income as the hall would not be available for all bookings.
The clerk reminded the meeting while tenders under £500 could be
dealt without written quotes, those above that had to be given to a
written specification issued by the council.
Environment and footpaths
* Play equipment: The chairman said contact had been made with
the local firm Proludic in regard to new equipment being provided.
* VE Day 75. Members were aware of the need to be involved in
events. It was agreed the hall be booked in advance for the three
dates of May, 8, 9. and 10. The clerk reminded the meeting May 7
was election for the police commissioner.

Casual vacancies
* The clerk reminded the meeting there were still two vacancies on
the council and of the need to find candidates.
Bunny Parish Council
Name

Address

Phone

John Alldred

42 Loughborough Road

921 2280

David Beckford

2 The Paddock

07414 004494

Izumi Featherstone

17 Albert Road

984 6466

Chris Rogers

11 Victoria Road

07919 593429

Steve Stubbs

23 Moor Lane

07843 052914

Nigel Sutton

1 The Paddock

07860 899585

Maria Webb

30 Moor Lane

921 3561

Mike Elliott
(Clerk to the Council)

19/21 Main Street,

937 6506
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ST MARY THE VIRGIN, BUNNY

CHRISTINGLE SERVICE
Join us at our
Christingle Service
SUNDAY, 8th DECEMBER 2019
At 3.30pm
All welcome to come along and make your own
Christingle.
Christingle services raise money to support the
work of the Children’s Society in helping the lives
of vulnerable and disadvantaged children.
Your support is greatly appreciated.
We would love to see you
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GENERAL ELECTION 2019: THE
After December 12, for the first time since 1970 the MP for
Rushcliffe will not be Kenneth Clarke.
So who will replace him? The Conservatives are definite favourites
with the bookies, but what’s not yet clear is how much of his 8,010
majority was down to his personal pull with the voters.
Here are the candidates seeking to take his place in Parliament at
the election:
Jason Billin (Liberal Democrat)
The Lib Dems have a lot of ground to make up if they are going to
take the seat, having lost their deposit in 2017 with just 2,759
votes. Jason has lived and worked in East
Leake for 25 years, and highlights that
“neither the Conservative nor Labour
candidate is local to Rushcliffe”. He is governor
of a primary school in the borough, and also a
former Scout leader. His three priorities are
better funding for local schools, action to tackle
the climate crisis, and new housing. The Lib
Dems have pledged to cancel Brexit if they win.
Ruth Edwards (Conservative)
Ruth works as a cyber security expert, advising governments and
global businesses about how to stay secure online. At the 2017
General Election, she was
the Conservative candidate for the Welsh
constituency of Ceredigion.
She says she wants to “focus on what matters
most to people - like recruiting more new police
officers, investing more in our NHS and
helping with the cost of living.”
On Brexit, she says: “Although I voted to
Remain, the British people voted to Leave and
so that's what I think we should do."
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CANDIDATES IN RUSHCLIFFE
Matthew Faithfull (UKIP)
He also stood in 2017 and received 1,490 votes, just behind the
Green Party. UKIP wants a complete and total withdrawal from
the European Union, with “no more money to be
paid to the EU, no more EU laws imposed upon us,
no more jurisdiction over us by the European
Court and no more open-border EU immigration.”
It says it can then concentrate on issues like
securing a trade-deal and “salvaging our virtually
wrecked fishing industry”.
John Kirby (Independent)
He describes himself as a ‘Liberal Minded Conservative Soul with
a Socialist Heart, tinged with a Green Outlook.’ He says his
priority will be to protect and enhance local services.

Cheryl Pidgeon (Labour)
Labour needs a 6.9% swing to take the seat, and the party hopes
that Cheryl - who was born in Nottingham into a mining family
and spent the first part of her career working for Raleigh - is the
woman to do it. She has served as a Borough
and County Councillor, and has held senior
positions in several trade unions. In Rushcliffe
she wants to target public transport, shopping
facilities, and the lack of community banking.
While Labour’s overall position on Brexit is to
stay neutral and hold a second EU referendum,
Cheryl’s stance is: “I am a Remainer, I
campaigned to Remain, I voted to Remain."
The last non-Tory MP voted in by Rushcliffe constituents was
Labour’s Antony Gardner, elected in 1966 with a majority of only
380. Could we have something just as close this time around?
* Pictures courtesy: Rushcliffe Conservatives, Rushcliffe Liberal
Democrats, UKIP, Labour/Umaar Kazmi.
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Wish You
Were Beer
THE PLOUGH, WYSALL
Nearly a year has passed since I took on the arduous role of
scouting for local hostelries to report back to the Bunny
community.
Much of this time has been spent trying to determine what makes
the perfect pub. Obviously, we all have our own views, but I always
harp back to my own personal yardstick which is The Plough at
Wysall. Therefore, being almost Christmas I thought it fitting to
pay tribute just in case you hadn’t stumbled across this goldmine.
Mick and Pearl have been running the Plough at Wysall for well
over 15 years and have never lost focus as to what makes a great
boozer. This is a social pub, the pub has a friendly atmosphere
where staff go out
of their way to
welcome visitors
new and old.
Yes, they do food,
but this is more
due to demand
from ramblers and
the like and
certainly doesn’t
define the
establishment.
What does is the
way they maximise the benefit of the freehold. Bass and Timothy
Taylors Landlord are their regular beers, satisfying those who
want quality and consistency. These are then supported by
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between two and four guest ales, typically from the surrounding
areas.
All are kept meticulously; it is so important with real ales to make
sure pipes are clean and stale beer disposed of. The Plough does of
course have the advantage of a regular flow of clientele to ensure
little ever goes to waste.
Beyond the proper beers are regular and fanciful lagers and ciders
on tap and a fine array of wines, gins and spirits to cater for the
most demanding palate. And all this set within a traditional bar,
with nooks and crannies with open fires for winter. And for the
summer months there is the glorious beer garden with tables
nestled amongst a riot of colourful flowers.
It may appear simple, but to get right over so many years shows an
understanding of what customers really want, which makes this
pub really stand out! Just go..
Keyworth Road, Wysall, NG12 5QQ

01509
880339

https://en-gb.facebook.com/
ThePloughInnWysall/

Nope

20 mins
(3.0 miles)

5 mins

45 mins via Bunny
Wood

* So with this year near its end, and the start of a new, many of us
look to New Year resolutions to break. For a number of years I
have attempted Dry January, which each time seems to get easier
with the vast array of low and no-alcohol options available.
Gone are the days where I hibernate to avoid suffering sugary pop
overload, but now I embrace the designated driver role to try out
the ever expanding tasty options available.
If you’re in the same boat and looking for variety try the Keanes
Head in Nottingham which boasts a dozen options to tempt.
Here are some personal favourites, based on taste, available in pub
and supermarket: Brewdog Nanny State Hoppy Ale (0.5%),
Erdinger Weisbrau Low Alcohol Ale (0.4%), Heineken Zero on
Draft (0.0%), Infinite Session American Pale Ale (0.5%) &
Thornbridge Big Easy Low Alcohol Pale Ale (0.5%).
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BUNNY C OF E PRIMARY SCHOOL
The children arrived back to school full of energy and ready for the
term ahead following two weeks off for half term.
This term is by far the busiest and also my personal favourite. To
be surrounded by children, festivities and celebration always
makes for a special ambience in the school.
One of the highlights of this term is always the nativity play
featuring some of our younger children. Although Christmas seems
a long way away, rehearsals begin in earnest mid-November ready
for our performances in December.
The children all performed their songs, plays and poems so well
during our Harvest Festival. It was great to see the church packed
with parents and family members.
The Harvest food that families donated was gratefully received by
the Friary in West Bridgford and has helped support local
homelessness in Nottinghamshire.
School council visited the Royal Concert Hall on November 5 to
celebrate ‘We Day’ with other school communities. This is Maya’s
(Year 6) report:

“On Tuesday 5th November all of School Council went to the Royal
Concert Hall to watch impressionable speakers speak about 6
impressionable roles and how to step up for yourselves.
It was so inspiring to hear about all the people speak about how we
can change the world and how just the little things can make such
a big difference. One of my favourite impressionable speakers was
Martin Luther King’s son – I could not believe it was him! It was
the most inspiring thing that has ever happened to me.”
Unfortunately the Children In Need ramble was cancelled due to
poor weather conditions this year.
However, the children still came to school in non-uniform to
support the charity and families were encouraged to ramble at the
weekend.
Georgina Anelay
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LAST POSTING DATES FOR CHRISTMAS
Yes, it’s already time to start thinking about when you need to
send that voucher for little Freddie and that bottle of gin for
Auntie Maud. Here are the last posting dates for Christmas:

Royal Mail Second Class: Wednesday Dec 18
Royal Mail First Class: Friday Dec 20
Royal Mail Special Delivery guaranteed: Monday Dec 23
Parcelforce two day services: Friday Dec 20
Parcelforce one day services: Monday Dec 23
There are various different dates if you need to send gifts abroad,
going back as early as December 9 for parts of Africa, Asia, South
America, Central America, the Caribbean and the Far East. But
let’s face it, if you’re sending a parcel to Belize, you’re probably
not going to look in the Bunny Bulletin for information.
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BUNNY VILLAGE COMMUNITY CHOIR

Here we are warming up for the “Lest We Forget” Concert held in Bunny
Church in November. Too bad that the back
row have all but disappeared but be assured
that there were twice as many of us as are
visible!
We are really looking forward to performing
some Christmas numbers and leading some
community Christmas singing in the Village Hall
on December 8th from 4.30—5.00pm, after
which we will all troop out for the lighting of the Village Christmas Tree.
OUR NEXT MEETINGS (IN THE VILLAGE HALL) ARE:
Thursday Nov 28th - 7pm - 8.30pm
Thursday December 5th - 7pm - 8.30pm
If you want to give us a try, your first session is free.
TO FIND OUT MORE - RING KATE ON 0115 9847090
kate.m.hunt@outlook.com
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NORBURY NATTERS
Xmas is Coming
It’s Bah Humbug time again, so watch out for the usual events.
Check with yours truly (984 6253) if there are any tickets left for
the Parish Supper at the Rancliffe on Mon December 2. The Xmas
lights switch on will be at 5pm on Sun December 8 following the
Christingle service. Modesty prevents me from saying who will be
doing the honours this year. As usual, Santa and his Elves will be
touring the village from around 5pm on Sun December 15 ,
collecting for Rotary Charities, Rainbows and the Fab Fund.
Remembrance
It is always a poignant moment during the Remembrance Service
when the names of those who died in two world wars and other
conflicts are read out. With two exceptions, they were all residents
of Bunny. The exceptions were two airmen who were killed in June
1944 when their Mosquito crashed into what was then known as
the Bunny Decoy. There is a plaque to their memory in the church;
for more details, Google ‘Nottinghamshire Aviation Memorials’.
Road Gridlock
A chat with a resident was a reminder that it is not only the
proposed house building on the brickyard which will increase
traffic through the village and on the surrounding roads. The large
increase in the size of East Leake has already had an effect, and
further developments at Keyworth and Ruddington will make
travelling into Nottingham in the rush hour even more stressful,
whether by car or bus.
Water Water
Bunny has not suffered the fate of some other communities as a
result of the endless rain over the past few weeks. Work on the
Fairham Brook some years ago has spared us, but we still suffer
significant surface water flooding on Main Street, Moor Lane and
Loughborough Road due to the fact that the drains have no outfall.
It took years of pressure to get the Loughborough Road resurfaced
and no doubt it will be the same with the drains.
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VILLAGE DIARY FOR DECEMBER
Date

3

Time

Tuesday

Event

Place

10.00am Toddler Group

Village Hall

7.30pm

St Mary's

Church Bell Ringing Practice

4

Wednesday

5

Thursday

7.00pm

Community Choir

Village Hall

6

Friday

7.00pm

Church Choir Practice

St Mary's

8

Sunday

3.30pm

Christingle Service

St Mary's

5.00pm

Christmas Tree Lighting

Village Hall

9

Monday

10

Tuesday

11

Grey Bin Day

January Bulletin Deadline

10.00am Toddler Group

Village Hall

7.30pm

St Mary's

Wednesday

Church Bell Ringing Practice
Blue & Green Bin Day

2.30pm

Chat in Church

St Mary's

7.30pm

Gardeners' Party

Village Hall

General Election

Village Hall

12

Thursday

13

Friday

7.00pm

Church Choir Practice

St Mary's

15

Sunday

5.00pm

Santa’s Sleigh

Village

16

Monday

7.00pm

WI Party

Village Hall

17

Tuesday

10.00am Toddler Group

Village Hall

6.00pm

School Nativity Play

St Mary's

7.30pm

Church Bell Ringing Practice

St Mary's
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18

19

Wednesday

Thursday

Grey Bin Day
2.00pm

School Nativity Play

St Mary's

1.30pm

Christmas Lunch Bunch

Village Hall

7.00pm

Community Choir

Village Hall

St Mary's

20

Friday

7.00pm

Church Choir Practice

24

Tuesday

5.30pm

Church Bell Ringing Practice St Mary's

25

Wednesday

Christmas Day

26

Thursday

Boxing Day

27

Friday

Blue & Green Bin Day

VILLAGE HALL HIRE COSTS
Large and small hall together: £8 per hour (or £9 after 6pm)
Small hall only: £4 per hour
Commercial rate for full hall hire: £12 per hour
To book, please contact Andrew Featherstone on
07397 189535 or 0115 98 4646
Email Bunny.villagehall@outlook.com

St Mary the Virgin Bunny with
Bradmore Parish Church
Churchwardens:
Heather Paul

9845172

Roy Baker

9211520

Incumbent:

Rev.Tom Meyrick (rector@ksbb.org.uk)
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Keyworth Turkey Trot
A reminder that the 36th Keyworth ‘Turkey Trot’ half marathon
takes place on Sunday, December 8. This will mean a number of
roads are affected as follows:
Road closures:
Church Drive, Keyworth, between its junctions with Nottingham
Road and Wolds Drive (10.00-10.40); and central section from
Ashley Road to Leisure Centre (11.30-13.00)
Wolds Drive, Keyworth, between its junctions with Church Drive
and Selby Lane (10.27 – 10.37)
Selby Lane, Keyworth, between its junctions with Wolds Drive and
The Square (10.28-10.38)
Nottingham Road, Keyworth, between its junctions with Selby
Lane and Bunny Lane (10.30-10.42)
Bunny Lane, Keyworth, between its junctions with Nottingham
Road and Keyworth Lane, Bunny (10.32 – 10.52)
Keyworth Lane, Bunny, between its junctions with Bunny Lane
Keyworth and Wysall Lane, Bunny (10.32 – 10.52)
No waiting:
Church Drive, Keyworth, between its junctions with Nottingham
Road to Wolds Drive (06.00–13.30)
Walton Drive, Keyworth, between its junctions with Nottingham
Road to Church Drive (06.00 – 13.30)

30
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CHAT IN CHURCH
St. Mary's, Bunny,
Wednesday December 11th
2.30pm to 4.30pm

Drop in and have a chat, tea
or coffee and a piece of cake.
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BUNNY ALLOTMENTS RECIPE OF THE MONTH
The recipe for December is what to do with the leftovers from
Christmas Day. This year, particularly, veg may not be as plentiful
as in other times. All of the vegetables used in this recipe can be
grown in our allotment.
Bubble and Squeak
Ingredients:
Leftover mashed and
roast potatoes cut into
small cubes
Assortment of leftover
cooked vegetables all
chopped small
Salt and pepper
Butter or olive oil
Leftover cold meats
Method:

Bubble & squeak served with baked beans

1. In a large bowl mix the chopped potatoes and vegetables
together and season to taste with salt and pepper.
2. Heat the butter or oil in a frying pan.
3. Add the vegetable mixture and smooth it over and flatten with a
slice. Don’t make the layer too thick.
4. Fry until it is browned underneath, then turn it over and brown
the underside, allowing it to heat through thoroughly.
5. Turn out onto a warmed plate and serve with the cold meats.
Remember, pennies make pounds. Eat and enjoy!
Would you like an allotment? Plots are currently available.
Please contact Cathy on 07803 004582 or Sheila on 9213783

33

BUNNY AND DISTRICT GARDENERS
Those attending the meeting on November 13 enjoyed a highly
informative and sometimes surprising talk by Lesley Taylor from
Veolia.
It was based around What, Why and - more importantly - What
Not and Why Not should be placed in your blue bin.
Among the ‘Nots’ are food trays, including the light plastic
punnet ones which are often labelled as being recyclable.
It is hoped that a fuller article about the meeting and what can be
done to recycle items which cannot be put in your blue bin, will
appear in a future edition of the Bunny Bulletin.
Next month is the members’ Xmas Social.

Home Security
There is due to be a meeting of the
Rushcliffe Villages Security Group on
December 10 at Keyworth.
On November 22 there is the AGM of
the County-wide Organisation
Nottswatch.
I shall be attending and can bring to
the attention of the local Police Force
any concerns you may have concerning
the policing of our village.
In the meantime I can safely warn you
to not leave valuable Christmas presents on show to tempt the
passing villains, especially in vehicles.
There have been thefts of BMWs locally without access to the keys.

Christopher Paul, Bunny Neighbourhood Watch Co-ordinator
XristopherP@yahoo.co.uk
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McDonald’s and Greggs are coming
If having both a Greggs and a Subway at the petrol station in
Ruddington isn’t enough to keep your belly filled, then fear not there’s more on the way.
Rushcliffe Borough
Council has approved
plans for a new
McDonald's, Greggs and
Costa Coffee off the A52
at Wheatcroft Island.
Despite 136 objections
from members of the
public (against just four
in favour), councillors
backed the scheme on
land between the A52 and Landmere Lane at a meeting on
November 14.
McDonald's and Costa will have drive-thru outlets, while Greggs
will be in a separate unit.
McDonald's said they are
looking to open at some point
in 2020, and the new outlet
would create at least 65 fulltime and part-time jobs.
The application was made by
West Bridgford-based Henry
Davidson.
Members of the public had
objected to the scheme on
grounds including traffic
congestion, light pollution,
litter and anti-social
behaviour. An Aldi
supermarket and a care home already have planning permission
for the same site. New footpaths and pedestrian crossings will be
provided to allow easy access to the site.
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FROM POST TO PILLAR
I’m not a blood-dripped berried holly,
I’m not a scented Christmas rose,
Nor am a fiery-leaved poinsettia,
Nor two lovers mistletoes.

A week ago I wreathed a gatepost,
Threw garlands round the twisted oak,
Entwined around the ancient elder,

Like a newly woven cloak.
But now I’m in the vaulted chapel,
With all the local village folk,
Upholding burnished leafy bundles,
Set above the candle smoke.

Ivy climbing a cherry tree

Fresh draped around a stony pillar,
At last my strength I can impose,
No longer am a leafy filler,

Grown amongst the wooden rows.
I proudly guard the lofty pulpit,

Heed with awe the parson’s saw,
Tales of glory, mystic wonder,
Babe in arms ivy adore.

A gold coin depicting Dionysus
wearing a wreath of ivy leaves

Chris Terrell-Nield 2019
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Notes From Bunny Wood
It is a common (and an ancient) practice to bring evergreens into
the house at Christmas. After all, despite being a joyous time of
the year, the days can be gloomy and are short, so introducing
something green and leafy - and alive, when most other trees are
bereft of leaves - seems logical.
In Bunny Wood many trees give ivy (Hedera helix) their support,
though it will climb any rough surface using aerial rootlets that
grow into the tiniest crevices. Pads then develop that secrete an
adhesive. Ivy is an epiphyte – a plant that grows on other plants
but is rooted, unlike mistletoe which is a partial parasite.
Although ivy winds round branches it doesn’t strangle trees, but
its weight can bring down branches or saplings, and it does
compete for water. In buildings it can damage brickwork and hide
structural faults.
Ivy flowers into late autumn and its nectar and pollen are an
important food for bees and other insects. Over 100 species eat it,
including caterpillars of holly blue butterflies and moths such as
angle shades and herald, all occurring in the Wood. Its fat-rich
berries provide food for birds, which then disperse the seeds. Bats
and other small mammals can shelter in its foliage.
For ancient peoples, ivy had a connection with fertility: the
sinuous entwining stems seen as a feminine, compared to the
sharp masculinity of holly. Ivy garlands were fed to sick cattle and
to keep away the Devil; on some Shropshire farms it was put into
animal feeds on Christmas morning. The leaves and berries were
used to treat bronchitis, and extracts are still present in some
cough medicines. But what is the connection between Christmas,
ivy, and the carol “The Holly and the Ivy”?
Published in 1911, it is suggested that the first verse relates to the
folksong ‘The Contest of the Holly and the Ivy’ (said to depict the
rivalry between men and women), but the rest of the carol
concentrates on holly (= holy) and its symbolism, ivy only playing a
minor part. Despite this, over the centuries, the association
between ivy and mid-winter festivals has remained part of our
festivities, possibly because it is an evergreen that can easily be
woven into a wreath.
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CHIRPINGS
Notes on birds and nature in the garden
Did you know one reader of the Bunny Bulletin has had a
kingfisher visit the garden? How magical is that!
It got me thinking, what was the best “magic moment” in my
garden?
I think it has to be the very close encounter with a young willow
warbler I told you about recently, because it came so close and we
looked at each other eye to eye. I could almost hear the cogs of its
young brain whirring at the unexpected encounter. So what is
your magic garden-bird?
Luckily the birds that
make me smile most
come to the garden
more often - the
family parties of long
-tailed tits, little balls
of fluff with
ridiculously long
tails.
They arrive on the
apple tree and
quickly drop onto the
feeders, while I try to
count them for the BTO Garden Birds Survey. Six, seven, then
Number 8 arrives, or is it Number 5 flown round from the other
side? Then all eight are down on two 4-perch feeders, but one is
peering sideways at its neighbour – is your perch better than
mine? Have you got sunflower hearts?
And now there is another one in the air, but all eight perches are
still occupied so it must be Number 9, coming to sit on top of the
feeder pole and await a vacancy. Then several take off, Number 9
moves in, and now there are too many darting around in the air to
have any hope of confirming an accurate count. Four or five move
off to explore other gardens, the others follow soon after, and the
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garden goes quiet for a minute or two before the regular blue tits
and robin come back in.
Spending time just sitting and focusing on nature is acknowledged
to be one of the more effective ways of combating stress and
depression – it simply makes you feel better and puts things into
perspective. That’s going to be useful through yet more Brexit
stress, electioneering, Christmas and the guilt-trip of broken New
Year resolutions.
One useful bit of “electioneering” mail has arrived from the RSPB,
a poster (now in my window) which simply says “I’m voting for
nature. Tackling the climate and nature emergency is my priority
this election.” I’m quite looking forward to hearing how the
various party canvassers respond.
Sheila Clark

SAVING LIVES
Last month I explained why the Village Hall was the most
suitable location for the Village Defibrillator. I promised that the
details for those who wish to donate would be printed in the
December issue of the Bulletin. Please think seriously about
donating to this worthwhile cause.
Option 1: www.gofundme.com/f/bunny-defibrillator-fund
Option 2: The bank account is still waiting to be finalised by the
bank and may not be up and running by the deadline of the
Bulletin. We will therefore circulate it as soon as it is available.
Option 3: Cash donations are also welcome and can be given to
any of the following:
Kelly and Ben Lowe, 204 Loughborough Road (07902 468397);
David Beckford, 2 The Paddock (07414 004494); Chris Brown, 36
Main Street (0115 9211791); Lynn & Catriona Hind, 17 Moor
Lane (Lynn 07973 441165) (Catriona 07890 226035)
Chris Brown
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St Mary the Virgin Bunny with
Bradmore Parish Church
Services for Bunny & Bradmore in December
Advent
Sunday

1st

10.30am Family Service

Bunny

Thursday

5th

3.30pm Messy Church

Bunny

Sunday
Advent 2

8th

9.00am Holy Communion

Bradmore

8th
8th

Sunday
Advent 3

Sunday

15th

10.15am Sunday School
3.30pm Christingle Service

10.15am Sunday School

Bradmore
Comm. Hall
Bunny

Bradmore
Comm. Hall

15th

6.00pm Holy Communion

Bunny

22nd

9.00am Holy Communion

Bunny

22nd

10.15am Carol Service

22nd

4.00pm Carol Service

Bunny

24th

6.00pm First Mass of
Christmas

Bunny

24th

7.30pm Carol Service

Keyworth

Christmas Day

25th

9.00am Holy Communion

Bradmore

Sunday

29th

10.30am United Eucharist

Tuesday
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Bradmore
Comm. Hall

Bunny
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Derek’s Tours
Programme for 2020
Feb 12

BMW Factory Plant at Oxford
An Exclusive Group Tour

Mar

Potteries: Emma Bridgewater/make a pot
Have lunch and visit more

Apr 8

Birmingham Jewellery Quarter
A guided Tour & Lunch

May 6

Quarry Bank Mill (NT)
Recently restored

May 27

Ashby de la Zouch
A conducted tour of the Heritage Centre etc.

June 13

RHS Chatsworth Flower Show
Gets better each year

July

Nostel Priory (NT) & Huddersfield (if time)

Aug 12

Kelmarsh Hall & Gardens

Sep 7-11

Cotswolds Tour
Sudeley Castle, Snowshill, Chipping Camden etc.

Sep 19th

Harrogate Autumn Flower Show
At Newby Hall, Ripon

Oct 14

Shrugborough Hall (NT)

Nov

York St Nicholas Fayre

Dec

Christmas at Chatsworth

Contact Kath on 0115 937 4296 or kathleenoakley1@gmail.com
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The Lunch Bunch Christmas Party will
be held in the Village Hall on
Thursday 19th December at 12 noon.
There is a limited number of places, please
ring Jan 9841570 to enquire about booking.
Sherry / Fruit juice will be served at 12 noon
*****
Chicken breast wrapped in bacon or Pork Loin stuffed with prunes
Traditional veg and extras.
**********
Christmas Pudding and custard or choice from the Sweet Trolley
**********
Coffee / tea. Mince pies and mints £5.
*Please remember to bring your own cutlery and pudding dish.
Soft fizz will be provided, you are welcome to bring your own wine

The Friends of Ruddington
Framework Knitters Museum present
A WINTER CONCERT
featuring Dave Martin
with his new band Higgs Bo'sun
Traditional British Folk Music
on FRIDAY 29 NOVEMBER at 2.30pm
in the former chapel, Chapel Street, Ruddington
Tickets: £6 from the Museum
or phone 0115 9845375 or 9215253
43
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Back In The Day

In the early 20th century the hill at Bunny was often used to test
vehicles’ ability to ascend steep gradients.
Our picture this month shows a Campion motorcycle combination
being tested in 1912. Alfred Campion is driving a 3.5 horsepower
JAP engine bike with three passengers. The Campion factory in
Wheeler Gate ran from 1893 until 1926. Steam engines were also
tested on the hill which had a 1 in 7 gradient!
In 1926 a sixteen-foot cutting was excavated at the crest and
embankments erected either side to reduce the gradient to 1 in 16.
The service road that runs alongside the main road near the crest
gives some idea of the steepness of the original hill.
In the past horsedrawn coaches struggled slowly up the hill and
became a prime target for highwaymen.
The trees either side of the hill were cleared so that the coachmen
could see them coming and were able to defend themselves and the
coach with their pistols.
Roger Sewell, Bunny History Society
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BUNNY BULLETIN INFORMATION
ONLINE
Editions can be viewed online at www.bunnyvillage.org.uk.
DIARY PAGES
If you are holding an event and would like it included in the
Village Diary pages, please contact Heather on 0115 9845172.
COPY
E-mail copy to: editor.bunnybulletin@gmail.com. Please send text
articles as Word documents (.docx); spreadsheets as Excel files
(.xls) and pictures as JPEGs (.jpg). Handwritten items can be delivered to Erica at 34 Main Street.
COPY DEADLINE
Deadline for next edition: Monday, December 9
Delivery of next edition: Weekend of December 21 / 22
ADVERTISING
Enquiries to editor.bunnybulletin@gmail.com.
DISTRIBUTION
If you have not received your current issue, contact your local
distributor or ring Phil Brown on 0115 9211791.
COMMITTEE
Editor: editor.bunnybulletin@gmail.com.
Invoicing & Minutes: Chris Brown, 36 Main Street, 9211791
Diary Editor & Treasurer: Heather Paul, 148 Loughborough Road,
9845172
Disclaimer: Any opinions expressed in the Bunny Bulletin are not necessarily
those of the Editorial Committee, who reserve the right to edit material as and
when it is considered appropriate.
Please note: Articles in the Bunny Bulletin are for circulation to the residents of
Bunny village and for others by subscription only. The information they contain is
not to be printed in any other publication without the author’s express permission.
This also applies to articles viewable on the village website.
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LOCAL GROUPS
Allotments
Sheila 0115 9213783 or Cathy 07803 004582
Baby & Toddlers
Nikki 07944 687260 or Steve 07843 052914
Bunny Improvement Group
Pete 0115 9213213 (petepearson44@gmail.com)

Church Bell Ringing
Marilyn 0115 9844081
Church Choir
Heather 0115 9845172
Community Choir
Kate 0115 9847090 (kate.m.hunt@outlook.com)
Fabric Fundraisers
Jan 0115 9841570
Friends of Bunny School
friendsofbunnyschool@gmail.com
Gardeners
Graham 0115 9846253
Handbells
John 0115 9211335

History
Roger 0115 9216596
Lunch Bunch
Jan 0115 9841570
Messy Church
Joey (joeyhamilton102@gmail.com)
Women's Institute
Angi 07970 801709
angelacharlesworth@hotmail.co.uk
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USEFUL TELEPHONE NUMBERS
Bunny Primary School

0115

921 2727

Church House Surgery, Ruddington

0115

984 7101

Church View Dental Practice, Ruddington

0115

984 8024

Crimestoppers UK

0800

555111

East Leake Health Centre

01509

852181

East Leake Leisure Centre

01509

852956

Electricity Loss of Supply

105

Floodline

0345

988 1188

Gas Emergency

0800

111999

Hate Crime Helpline

0800

138 1625

Keyworth Dental Surgery

0115

937 5828

Keyworth Health Centre

0115

937 3527

Keyworth Leisure Centre

0115

937 5582

Keyworth Library

0115

937 3509

Leakline & Sewer Problems

0800

783 4444

Neighbourhood Watch Co-ordinator

0115

984 5172

NHS Direct

111

Nottingham City Hospital

0115

969 1169

Nottinghamshire County Council

0300

500 8080

Police (if crime in progress call 999)
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Queen's Medical Centre

0115

924 9924

Ruddington Library

0115

921 2309

Ruddington Medical Centre

0115

921 1144

Rushcliffe Borough Council

0115

981 9911

South Wolds Academy

0115

937 3506

Telephone Preference Service

0207

291 3320

Treeline Dental Care, Keyworth

0115

937 2226

Village Dental Practice, East Leake

01509

852399

Village Hall Administrator

0115

984 6466
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