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EDITORIAL
It’s says something about the recent weather that the main
decision which needed to be made in the Bulletin this month was
‘which of the latest storms should be the front
page picture?’
Ciara or Dennis? Which had the biggest
impact?
Well, if you were counting the cost of fallen
trees and damaged tiles, then it was Ciara.
But Dennis highlighted once again how a
relatively short period of very heavy rain can
bring flooding across the whole village, with
roads ands fields being swamped within a
matter of hours. (And by the way, if you’re not
keen on those storm names, we’ve still got Gerda, Iris and Vince to
come this season).
As you can see I’ve gone with Ciara for the front, hopefully without
playing down the very significant issues faced by people in the
recent flooding which was, particularly in terms of the Fairham
Brook area, worse than that which hit the village back in
November.
Whatever your political persuasion, at least our new MP seems
keen to find out more about the flooding problem. You can read
about what happened when she visited the village on page 14/15.
Elsewhere weather-wise, there are photos of the recent floods on
page 16, and an update on the church weathervane on page 25.
You can also find out more details about how the village plans to
mark the anniversary of VE Day, on page 27, and on page 42
there’s information on a new app from the county council which
should help if you’re trying to access council services.
Note: As of February 17, the amount raised for the defibrillator
was £1,701.98 with the prospect of further donations to come. Ben,
Kelly, Chris, Cat, Lynn and David have asked people to please
keep giving and to thank them for their generosity.
* Who is the actor above playing Washington Post executive editor Ben
Bradlee – and in which film? Answer on p35.
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LATEST NEWS: LATEST NEWS: LATEST NEWS

Tractor to the rescue after
Help was at hand when part of a large yew tree in the churchyard
fell down and blocked the whole of Church Street.
It happened as Storm Ciara hit the village on Sunday, February 9.
Linda Gallagher, of Church Street, said she had gone to the stables
at around 9am that day, and saw the tree was down when she
returned at 9.50am.
She phoned
churchwarden Roy
Baker, and then
James Muston, who
soon arrived with
some useful
equipment in the
shape of a chainsaw
and tractor.
With the help of some
willing members of
the community, the
large branch was
removed within the next half an hour or so.
Viv Keller-Garnett from the White House in Church Street
narrowly avoided her home being damaged by the tree.
But she hadn’t even realised it had fallen, only became aware of
what had happened when the last of the tree was being cleared
away. She expressed her thanks to those who had helped to
remove the tree.
However, could anything have prevented the tree falling in the
first place? Roy Baker said he had asked the borough council in the
autumn if there was anything that could be done about the yew
trees in the churchyard.
But the council said this discussion had not included the tree
which ended up across Church Street.
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LATEST NEWS: LATEST NEWS: LATEST NEWS

tree blocks Church Street
Rushcliffe Borough Council’s executive manager for
transformation, Leanne Ashmore, said: “Our Property Services
team was contacted regarding the removal of a line of lime trees
and the possibility of felling a yew tree on the corner of Church
Street close to Moor Lane.
“This yew tree was raised as a concern due to needles blocking the
gullies on the road below. It was agreed that this could be
managed through appropriate road maintenance, rather than
felling the tree.
“The issues brought
to the attention of our
teams related to
Highways drainage,
with no mention of
any trees being at
risk of falling or
posing a foreseeable
danger.
“The yew tree
pictured, which is
further along the
same street, was not
brought to our attention during this contact.
“Since being informed of the situation of this fallen tree our design
and landscape officer has arranged to meet with the churchwarden
Mr Baker to discuss whether any work may be required in the
future.”
Mr Baker added: “A huge thank you to James Muston for coming
to the rescue to remove the large fallen yew tree branch. Also
thanks to everyone who assisted with the cleaning up. It was a
fantastic community effort and very much appreciated.”
* What about the poor old cockerel? See page 25.
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New MP hears villagers’
Flooding brought about by Storm Dennis on February 16 again
emphasised the need for action in the village, as roads including
the A60 and Moor Lane - as well as many nearby fields - were
affected by the heavy rain.
Just two days before,
some 30 villagers had
braved a biting wind
and a precariouslyteetering cockerel to
attend a Valentine’s
Day rendezvous in the
church with newlyelected MP Ruth
Edwards.
After an introduction
from parish council
chairman Izumi
Featherstone, the Rushcliffe MP explained that the meeting was
one of a series in villages within the constituency following the
floods in November 2019. Her aim was to speak to affected
communities and gather information on experiences and opinions
as to the causes, response and aftercare. A report is to be compiled
in March from the information obtained to be taken to the relevant
authorities.
The meeting was then opened to the floor. There were a number of
opinions voiced as to the causes. The inadequacy of the drainage
system was cited, being a drainage system designed to cope with
agricultural land but increasingly being called upon for residential
use. Improvements to the drains carried out when the A60 was
resurfaced were noted, however these were of limited effect due to
draining into the existing systems and the camber of the road.
The maintenance of ditches and culverts was also raised. It was
noted that the Fairham Brook scheme had been carried out some
30/40 years ago; there were objections at the time but without this
the village could have been under water for several months this
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views on flooding problems
winter. Concerns were raised as to the upkeep of Fairham Brook,
with the delay in some maintenance being attributed to concerns
over wildlife. Elsewhere ditches are blocked and broken, and in
places ineffective due to being too flat and open.
Although floods in Moor Lane were not new, the November floods
had been particularly extensive, exacerbated by sewage coming up
from a manhole and mixing with the water. Concerns were raised
that the lane had been resurfaced just before the flooding, with
chippings subsequently being swept into the drains. It was also
noted that the A60 had flooded in a (then) unprecedented way
following a recent resurfacing.
Cuts in local services and maintenance by the local authorities due
to a period of austerity
were also raised. This
was then all met with
exceptional rainfall. A
perfect storm?
As to experiences of
response by the
authorities, it seems
that the alarm was not
raised by Bunny
residents immediately
due to an awareness
that others were in
more urgent need. Once complaint had been made, the response
was noted to be slow. One explanation given was that there was
limited specialised equipment for the county.
Comment was made that a more holistic approach needs to be
taken with regard to existing and future developments rather than
the piecemeal approach currently taken. We await the report to be
compiled from the series of meetings and the responses from the
powers that be..
Special correspondent
* Photos of meeting courtesy Rhiannon Jenkins Tsang
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Photo gallery: February 16 floods
Clockwise from
left: Field off
Gotham Lane;
Wysall Lane;
field off A60;
Moor Lane; A60
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BUNNY PARISH COUNCIL MINUTES
Notes of the meeting held on Thursday, January 30
Appointment of chairman
Coun. Featherstone was re-appointed for the meeting.
Casual Vacancies
The clerk advised of a nomination received for membership of the
council from Rhiannon Jenkins Tsang and members unanimously
approved the co-option. She was welcomed to the council by the
meeting and thanked for her interest in becoming a member.
Minutes from the previous meeting
Councillor Berridge pointed out his name was spelt incorrectly on the
minutes and also in the Bunny Bulletin, apologies were offered by
the chairman for this and a correction made.
Clerk’s report
Coun. Beckford reported the precept had been agreed and reported in
the Bunny Bulletin.
Report from the district and county council member
* Coun. Adair reported was rainfall heavier than previous years,
worst since 1970, leading to flooding throughout the county not just
Bunny. A lot of responsibility for drain clearance rests with Severn
Trent.
* If environmental committee approves it, A60 will be resurfaced
past Keyworth Lane towards Bradmore
* MyNotts App launched to improve access to council services. It is
available on Apple and Android app stores

Items from the public
* Bunny Defibrillator campaign was highlighted, target of £2,000
with Coun. Adair indicating he would seek a donation of £500 from
County Council funds if requested by the Parish Council.
* Bunny Facebook group asked if Parish Council would object to
businesses advertising on Facebook. Parish Council has no objection.
* Several members of the public voiced strong objections to the
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glamping application, citing noise, loss of trees, inappropriate
location, highway dangers, flooding concerns, with no benefit to
Bunny village.
* Also a comment raised about the application at Fairholme Farm
and whether the barn was protected, as thought to contain
Elizabethan timber.
Planning
Rushcliffe Borough Council Applications
19/02899/FUL Change of use of land for siting of holiday lodge, 5
glamping pods - Unanimous Objection.
Eight members of the public voiced objections at the meeting, and
council voted unanimously 6-0 to strongly object to this application
for the following reasons:
1. Planning Reference 18/00026/TPO was granted in 2018 on the
basis the thinning of trees by a maximum of 60% was undertaken in
a broadly even manner across the site and should not create
clearings, access ways or linear corridors through the woodland. This
application would be in clear breach of the 2018 planning
permission.
2. Traffic – Gotham Lane and the A60 is a busy junction already,
with many HGV's passing along. The addition of another entrance/
exit proposed would add additional traffic at a point where it is often
single width due to residents parked cars. This woodland also acts as
a barrier to traffic noise for local residents.
3. Environment and Flooding – the woodland is considered an
important part of local flood defences, situated at the foot of Bunny
Hill. Removing excessive trees at a time with RBC is encouraging
the planting of trees is also seen as non-supportive.
4. Wildlife – local residents have reported sightings of bats in the
woodland and many other creatures which make any form of
temporary residential occupation inappropriate.
In addition to the above, many residents felt that the location next to
Johnsons Aggregates does not support the assertion of it being a
good location for holidaymakers, and could be used as a springboard
for further development on the site if granted.

19/02892/FUL Fairholme Farm – No Objection.
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Rushcliffe Borough Council Decisions
19/02400/FUL. Mrs S Jeal, 3 The Paddock, demolish conservatory
and replace with single rear extension. Granted.
Correspondence
* Jenny Kirkwood, Notts County Council Local Improvement Scheme
(LIS) re-opens for applications £1,000 to £30,000, closing date Feb
28, capital schemes only. No decision made, discuss next time.
* Gordon Dyne, Rushcliffe Nature Conservation Strategy
Implementation Group (RNCSIG), Notts County Council action to
change grass cutting work on a trial basis
* Royal British Legion, lamp post poppies for VE75Day. No more
needed.
Highway matters
* Concerns were expressed over the road surface on Church Street
with several holes emerging in the recent works. Coun. Stubbs to
report to the County Council highways depot.
* The ditch alongside School Hedge – request to be made to have it
cleared. Clerk to report to Highways.
Village Hall
Refurbishment: Charity will remove the old plaster, work scheduled
for w/c Feb 3 and allow to dry before painting later this year.
Fire Risk Assessment: Coun. Beckford presented a draft document,
but expressed concern at missing information to enable the full
document to be produced. Agreed to search for documents and review
at next meeting. With the mess of the plaster work, it was agreed to
pause hiring of the hall whilst Councillors ensure there is no breach
of current regulations.
Environment and footpaths
Coun. Stubbs outlined plans for VE75DAY commemorations:
May 8 – Flag raised at 3pm, History Society display in Village Hall
and Brass Band, 6pm church bells.
9th May – Picnic on school grounds, BBQ & Fancy Dress.
Parish agreed to contribute £500 towards costs as means of
commemorating event.
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Fabric Fundraisers
St Mary’s Church Fabric Fundraisers had a recent meeting to
discuss their programme for the coming year.
Due to the change of the early May Bank Holiday to Friday 8 th
May to allow for the VE Day 75th Anniversary events, we will not
be holding the Mayday Medley this year; to replace this we are
considering an event in September.

We have booked the Swing Band dance evening for Saturday 1st
August, so please keep the date in your diary and watch the
Bulletin for further information about tickets.
The Christmas Festive Fayre was a big success again last year and
it is a very enjoyable social event which we want to continue
holding, we have pencilled in the date as Saturday 14th
November.
However, as our Committee numbers are
now low due to members having to step
down, we are left with a core of just four
people to organise the day. We are well
supported by our wonderful volunteers on
the day, for which we are most grateful, but
feel that additional help beforehand would
lessen the strain.
Would you be willing to join us and take on
an aspect of the planning, maybe help with recruiting and liaising
with stall-holders or advertising and circulating posters, perhaps
making soup for the lunchtime or enlisting cake-makers?
We have our AGM in June and will have to make a decision then
whether to proceed, so please, if you can put your hand up and
offer your help for the Fayre, or would be willing to join our
committee, please contact either Jan Eastgate 9841570, or Nikki
Groom, 07944687260.
Jan Eastgate
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Following the article I wrote in the BB in January re. collecting
used stamps for guide dogs for the blind, I can answer several
queries I have received.
1. The used stamps realise £20 per kilo.
2. In 2018 it cost around £63,000 to breed, train and support a
guide dog from birth to retirement. The cost of a guide dog is
impacted not just by the cost of breeding and training, but also
the cost of all of the support functions for the partnership over an
average of seven years, as well as external support such as food
and vets' bills.
3. A guide dog owner may have as many as 8 guide dogs in their
lifetime bringing the total cost to around £500,000.
4. £25 can buy a white harness, the iconic symbol of a fully
qualified guide dog.
A very worthy cause for the use of your used postage stamps.
Dorothy Pearson

Bunny Village Annual Litter Pick
Saturday 28th March 10am
Muster at the Village Hall
Join us for a couple of hours of fresh air,
camaraderie and gentle exercise to help
clear the litter from around Bunny.
Arrive a little before 10am and enjoy a
bacon cob and cup of tea to fuel you on
your way. Participants will work in teams
and be provided with a fluorescent vest
and litter picking tools. The more the merrier!
Bunny Parish Council
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Wish You
Were Beer
THE NEEDLE & PIN, LOUGHBOROUGH
As I’m sure we are all aware, geographically Bunny is almost
exactly midway between Nottingham and Loughborough.
From a personal perspective, living in a Nottinghamshire village
has always made Loughborough feel that tad further afield. With
me, the luring Nottingham city lights have always won out: mainly
due to habit and the greater variety of venues on offer.
But I’m sure many folk will regularly head across our southern
border. So I feel it my duty to recommend suitable refuge for when
the Kinch 9 becomes sporadic i.e. after 5.45pm.
My pick is The Needle & Pin which is conveniently situated 2 mins
walk from Baxter Gate bus stop. This little gem was converted
from a disused electronics shop around 4 years ago by the owner
and brewmaster of Wicked Hathern brewery.
With record numbers of public houses closing down, it takes
someone or something special to open up a brand new premises
and make it work. So what could possibly be on offer that can’t be
found elsewhere in Loogerbarooger?
In short, it’s all about excellent product, atmosphere and local
community; this free house certainly wasn’t created for the masses,
as its size dictates.
The tiny pub is a developing project, hobby and passion of the
landlord. So if you want a warm welcome, easy chat and a fine
selection of beverages from the local area then you’re in the right
place.
If you want to chill out, then upstairs you can make use of the
supplied vinyl collection and 1950s record player, from which the
bar derived its name.
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Alternatively, you can play one of the classic pub and board games
provided. On tap there are 4 regularly changing beers, 50+ craft
and continental
beers in bottle and
a wide selection of
ciders and wines.
Those tiresome
waits between
evening buses will
soon dissipate and
before long you’ll
be wondering if
you can snare an
Uber* driver on
his way back up
the A60.
With the Six
Nations Rugby in
full swing, as I
write this, where better to watch England try to redeem
themselves than at the Needle & Pin?
The landlord has installed a TV specifically for this tournament
and will be showing all games.
*I note recently that catching Ubers from Bunny is becoming a lot
easier. Nottingham has excellent Uber coverage and it appears
many hang out around Rudd\Clifton and will come out to Bunny
for pickups. In L’boro, on the other hand, coverage seems poor at
the moment.

15 The Rushes, Loughborough
LE11 5BE

07973
754236

https://www.facebook.com/
LoughboroughMicropub/

The
trusty
Kinch 9

Opening: Mon - Thu 5pm, Fri 3.30pm, Sat-Sun midday
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MAKE BUNNY GREEN AGAIN!
(sorry Mr President)

When strolling around Bunny these days it is difficult not to despair at
the impact that the motor car has had on the appearance of our
village. Many families have more than one vehicle and all of us have
visitors who arrive by car or deliveries made by vans of all sizes.
Where do we put them? Alas, the only answer has to be “in the front
garden”. This may involves ripping out any vegetation, levelling off
and laying the whole area with tarmac, block paving, gravel or some
other inert material. To paraphrase the Bard we end up "Sans grass,
sans trees, sans shrubs, sans anything growing”. In other words a
sterile area, maybe not particularly attractive to the eye but uninviting
to the wildlife that needs whatever we can offer in our garden spaces
in order to survive and thrive.
At a time when “re wilding” is the in-thing, perhaps we should make
some small attempt to do this in our own back yard (or front garden in
this case). Now I am not suggesting trying to lure the brown bear and
grey wolf back into Bunny, but to start with something smaller (and
much lower in the food chain) the three B’s - birds, bees and
butterflies - the rest will follow.
For a start, how about leaving a small border between your hard-

standing and your front garden boundary and planting it with flowering
shrubs? No need to spend a fortune - the supermarkets are really
good value and a small shrub establishes more quickly and soon
grows into a bigger one. Maybe even a small tree?
Not keen? Well perhaps some containers? But they do need much
more attention (witness my neglected collection!). Just a thought
folks.

Kate Hunt
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Cockerel left in a state after winds
The weathervane on top of the church
was left in a sorry state after the high
winds of Storm Ciara.
Churchwarden Roy Baker said: “I don’t
think I’ve ever experienced winds as bad
as that. It was really rough.”
A Ruddington steeplejack and his
colleague had actually been up to take a
look at the cockerel a couple of times
over the past few weeks.
The first time was after it was noticed
that the vane was wonky, but the
steeplejacks were unable to get right to
the top of the spire. The second time
was a few days before the storm arrived
on February 9, when they were able to
lash it down to stop it from falling.
That was only ever going to be a
temporary solution, however, and at the time of going to press
work was being carried out to ensure the weathervane is safe.
Cedars Steeplejacks have been given the job, which is covered
under insurance. The firm arrived at
the site on February 19 to remove
‘Goldie’, as the cockerel is called,
before beginning the task of erecting
scaffolding and refitting stone.
The church tower was added to the
building in the 14th century.
The Southwell and Nottingham
Church History Project has details
about when various elements were
then added to the church - the clock
on the tower in 1897, the organ in
1905 - but doesn’t record any
information about how long the
cockerel has been in place.

25

CRIMES IN JANUARY
BUNNY
28th

Lead stolen overnight 27th/28th from the bottom of four
to five drain pipes at the church.

(And one from December which didn’t make it into the previous
edition: On the 14th at around 9pm, someone forced their way into
a porch at a property on Loughborough Road, but didn’t get into
the property itself.)
KEYWORTH

1st
2nd
5th
5th
6th
6th
18th
20th
25th

Damage to glass porch door in Wolds Drive
Theft of motor vehicle in Elm Avenue
Theft of meat and detergents from shop in The Square
Theft of licence and store card from Intake Road
House burglary in Fairham Road
Assault on police officer in Hayes Road
Damage to vehicle door mirror in Normanton Lane
Theft of meat from shop in Wolds Drive
Damage to window of house in Main Street

TOLLERTON
5th
7th

Possession with intent to supply drugs, Tollerton Lane
Property and car stolen from dwelling in Melton Road

WYSALL

24th
25th
25th

Scratches to side of vehicle in Main Street
Offender disturbed in garage in Keyworth Road
Food and alcohol stolen from property in Main Street

There were no crimes reported in Bradmore, Costock, Plumtree,
Rempstone, Stanton-on-the-Wolds, or Widmerpool.
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VE DAY LATEST
More details have been decided about how the
village will mark the 75th anniversary of VE
day.
At 3pm on bank holiday Friday May 8,
commemorations will begin with a flag-raising
ceremony. There will be a history society
display in the village hall, and a brass band.
On Saturday May 9, from 3pm there will be a
picnic on the school grounds, with a barbecue—
and 1940s-style fancy dress is recommended!
Some surprises are also in the pipeline.
However, there is still time for plans to be
amended or added to. If anyone has any idea
they would like to put forward - whether it’s providing music,
performing music, putting on face-painting or any other form of
children’s entertainment - then please contact any member of the
parish council. You can find their details below.
Bunny Parish Council
Name

Address

Phone

John Alldred

42 Loughborough Road

921 2280

David Beckford

2 The Paddock

07414 004494

John Berridge

25 Moor Lane

984 7767

Izumi Featherstone

17 Albert Road

984 6466

Rhiannon Jenkins Tsang

07854 757963

Chris Rogers

11 Victoria Road

07919 593429

Steve Stubbs

23 Moor Lane

07843 052914

Nigel Sutton

1 The Paddock

07860 899585

Maria Webb

30 Moor Lane

921 3561

Mike Elliott
(Clerk to the Council)

19/21 Main Street,

937 6506

Keyworth
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VILLAGE DIARY FOR MARCH
Date
3

4

Time
Tuesday

Event

Place

10.00am Toddler Group

Village Hall

7.30pm

St Mary's

Wednesday

Church Bell Ringing Practice
Blue & Green Bin Day

2.30pm

Chat in Church

St Mary's

5

Thursday

7.00pm

Community Choir

Village Hall

6

Friday

7.00pm

Church Choir Practice

St Mary's

7

Saturday

3.30pm

Pancake Praise

Bradmore CC

10

Tuesday

10.00am Toddler Group

Village Hall

7.30pm

St Mary's

11

Wednesday

Grey Bin Day
7.30pm

12

Thursday

13

Friday

16

Monday

18

Tuesday

Gardeners

Village Hall

12.00pm Lunch Bunch

Village Hall

7.00pm

Community Choir

Village Hall

7.00pm

Church Choir Practice

St Mary's

Bunny Bulletin deadline
7.30pm

17

Church Bell Ringing Practice

Bradmore CC

WI

10.00am Toddler Group

Village Hall

7.30pm

St Mary's

Wednesday

Church Bell Ringing Practice

Blue & Green Bin Day
2.30pm

Chat in Church

28

St Mary's

19

Thursday

1.30pm

Mobile Library

Hill Top

2.05pm

Mobile Library

Church View

2.30pm

Mobile Library

Albert Road

7.00pm

Community Choir

Village Hall

7.30pm

Parish Council Meeting

Village Hall
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Friday

7.00pm

Church Choir Practice

St Mary's

24

Tuesday

10.00am

Toddler Group

Village Hall

7.30pm

Church Bell Ringing Practice St Mary's

25

Wednesday

26

Thursday

7.00pm

Community Choir

Village Hall

27

Friday

7.00pm

Church Choir Practice

St Mary's

28

Saturday

10.00am

Litter Pick

Village Hall

10.30am

Open Church & Book Sale

St Mary's

Grey Bin Day

29

Sunday

2.00am

Clocks go forward

31

Tuesday

10.00am

Toddler Group

7.30pm

Church Bell Ringing Practice St Mary's

Village Hall

VILLAGE HALL HIRE COSTS
Large and small hall together: £8 per hour (or £9 after 6pm)
Small hall only: £4 per hour
Commercial rate for full hall hire: £12 per hour
To book, please contact Andrew Featherstone on
07397 189535 or 0115 98 4646
Email Bunny.villagehall@outlook.com
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The statistics below supplied for any that
like that sort of thing. You will notice that
third and fourth places add up to 100%.
Some people have noticed that I have been
doing this job for a long time, in fact, since
John Savage insisted that I do it. As I did
with the editorship, I would be willing to
hand over to younger blood, with its drive
and initiative, so long as the organisation is supported in this
village, and relations with the Police Force are amicable and
mutually supportive. Could volunteers form a queue on my e-mail
address. P.S. The post is unpaid and open to badinage as well as
constructive criticism.
Christopher Paul, Bunny Neighbourhood Watch Co-ordinator
XristopherP@yahoo.co.uk

Following the Church flower, coffee and cake sale, Bunny will
have flowers for another year. Thanks to those who bake every
year without fail and then come along and purchase. We raised
a magnificent £160.
It was a good time to stock up on delicious homemade cake and
to meet up for a good chat / gossip! Thanks to Chris K and Anne
for helping out.
Chris Brown
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NORBURY NATTERS
Flood focus
Thanks go to Ruth Edwards our MP for coming to Bunny on
February 14th to discuss flooding and to all those residents who
contributed in a measured and constructive manner at the meeting.
However, storm Dennis the Menace took matters to a whole new
level. Not only did the severe flooding of Moor Lane and the
Loughborough Road at the Walled Garden return, but the Fairham
Brook overflowed. This flooded the football field, Little Wysall Lane,
the large field on the opposite side and sadly the stables at the
corner of Loughborough Road and Little Wysall Lane. We look
forward to seeing Ruth’s report on flooding in the area and the
reaction of the relevant authorities. Bunny is not the most affected
community, but hopefully, there will be some measures taken to
alleviate, if not remove entirely the problems.
Water leak debacle
Surprisingly, the new road surface on Loughborough Road lasted
nearly a year before a leak near Parkyn’s Close appeared. The good
news was that the quality of the repair to the road surface was
excellent, the bad news the leak reappeared a few days later. Both
involved temporary traffic lights as did other work near Albert
Road. Anyone who endured both sets and the problems with Clifton
Bridge, in order to get to work, deserves our sympathy.
Village Hall dampener
Many of the advertised damp cures do not work, particularly for old
and listed buildings such as the Village Hall. To cure the damp
patches, it has been necessary to strip back the plaster inside and
non lime mortar outside. Apologies to users, but allowing the walls
to dry out, re-plastering pointing and painting will take some
months but the hall should remain available for bookings.
Weathervane worries
The church suffered a double blow at the worst possible time. Firstly
there was the theft of some of the lead downpipes and then problems
with the steeple stonework. Storms Ciara and Dennis could not have
come at a worse time and left the weathervane at an incredible
angle.
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BUNNY VILLAGE HISTORY SOCIETY
What Did You Do In The War Daddy?
Maybe, like me, you never got round to asking your father about his
experiences in the Second World War. Probably he didn’t consider
that they were something to share with his family.
The years passed, my father, Frank Bone died in 1965 aged 58. I
was 27. We had never talked about the War, his upbringing in
Ireland, the return of his family to England after the death of his
father when he was 10 years old. It was not until I retired that I
became interested in family history, and only this year that I have
become interested in his service record.
As part of the Bunny celebration in May of the ending of the
Second World War in Europe (VE Day), the History Society is
inviting residents to contribute to a display featuring their
memories and mementos of the role that their parents, or
grandparents, played in the Armed Services. This could
include photographs, stories told, service records, your
memories, and the like.
Why not make a start now? Do you have siblings who could help
you? It is surprising what one might remember, and the other have
forgotten! Here is a wee bit of information about my father.
Frank Bone of Stockton on Tees
Leading Aircraftman
RAF 111 Squadron
Enlisted 1939. Demobbed 1946?
He served at airfields along eastern
Britain, including, during 1940, the
Dunkirk evacuation and, later that
year, the Battle of Britain. In 1942 he
was based in Gibraltar, then North
Africa, Malta, Sicily, Italy, Corsica,
France, Northern Italy and finally
Austria.
Kate Hunt (née Bone)
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BUNNY VILLAGE

COMMUNITY CHOIR
The cold, wet and windy
weather in February has not
given us much to sing about
but our spirits have been
raised by Jane’s selection of
1940’s swing band music that
we will be singing at the VE Day celebrations.
We may not look like
the Andrews Sisters but
we sure are getting “In
the Mood” for “Boogie
Woogie Bugle Boy“ and
other popular music of
the time. With any luck
we might even inspire
some spontaneous jiving from the audience! The big task now
is deciding what to wear!
We would like to say “Thank You” to the Churchwardens for
making Bunny Church available to us whilst the Village Hall was
out of action in February. All being well, we will be back in the
Hall for our next meeting on February 27th.

Dates for Feb / March
Thursday
Thursday
Thursday
Thursday
Thursday

Feb. 27th
March 5th
March 12th
March 19th
March 26th

-

7.00pm - 8.30pm in Bunny
7.00pm - 8.30pm in Bunny
7.00pm - 8.30pm in Bunny
7.00pm - 8.30pm in Bunny
7.00pm - 8.30pm in Bunny

Village Hall
Village Hall
Village Hall
Village Hall
Village Hall

If you want to give us a try, your first session is free.
TO FIND OUT MORE - RING KATE ON 0115 9847090
kate.m.hunt@outlook.com
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February is a month most known for
Valentine’s Day; a day we celebrate love. But
did you know there are many different forms of
love? We looked at a few of these for our messy
church this month using paint, glue, popsicle
sticks, crayons, lard, birdseeds, cakes and
icing…it was VERY MESSY!! We learned about a love for nature
and for our world; to be
good stewards of what
God gave us. We
learned about the
special love for our
family and our friends
who are with us in one
way or another all of
our lives, and we
learned about our

special ‘connection’
with our neighbours
and this lovely
community we live in!

We ended with our
love for food
together…

We have Messy Church
the first Thursday of
each month, why not
join us for the next one?
5th March, 3.30pm
Bunny St Mary the
Virgin Church

Joey Hamilton
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GARDEN AND ALLOTMENT DIARY: MARCH
Now we have reached March, the days are beginning to lengthen
and these days trigger new growth and you can now go for those
early sowings with a little protection. Slowly the temperature is
beginning to rise day by day.
Sowing and planting
Plant out early potatoes with second earlies and main crops
towards the end of the month. Do not plant out more than you can
protect from frosty weather. Transplant early peas, broad beans,
cabbage or lettuces you may have started off earlier this year. Sow
the seeds of Brussels sprouts, summer cabbage, broccoli, onions
and leeks on a nursery seed bed to be transplanted in April.
Sow in the open ground seeds of spinach, early beetroot, carrots,
parsnips, lettuce, spring onions, peas, broad beans and turnips.
Plant out onions, shallots and garlic before they start to produce
shoots.
If you have protection such as a green house you can sow the seeds
of celery, celeriac, French beans and cauliflowers which can be
transplanted onto open soil next month.
Complete any unfinished digging and winter pruning and clean
up the ground between the plants. It's never too early to keep on
top of those weeds!
As we are all aware, the British weather is sometimes
unpredictable therefore this diary is a rough guide and if we
continue with the colder weather, delay the planting until the
forecast is more favourable.
Would you like an allotment? Plots are currently available.
Please contact Cathy on 07803 004582 or Sheila on 9213783.

Answer to question on page 11: ‘Tom Hanks in ‘The Post’’
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Galanthus
While strolling by design
On bright pre-vernal day,
Close searching for a sign
That spring’s not far away,
I spied a sight divine,
An unexpected spray.
A speck of white did shine,
Beyond the Gypsum mine.
I know I shouldn’t stray
But off the path I went,
To where a guiding ray
Did single bloom accent.
A star in leafy grey,
A snowdrop florescent.
Among the cold decay,
A teardrop by the way.
It’s nodding drooping head
Stirred gently in the breeze.
A symbol it is said
Of end to winter’s freeze.
As sunshine’s early rise
Alerts the budding trees,
That spring’s not far ahead,
So stirs the morning bed.
I left that snowdrop fair,
A log in line of sight,
Lest someone spot it there,
Hid it from direct light.
I’ll tell no one just where
I found this precious site.
Protect this beachhead bright,
I hope I did it right!
Chris Terrell-Nield 2020
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Notes From Bunny Wood
Snowdrops were described by the classical Greek author
Theophrastus in the fourth century BC. They were named
Galanthus in 1753, from the Greek words for milk (gala) and flower
(anthos) from which we also get “anthers” for the male parts of
flowers.
Galanthus nivalis is the most widespread of the snowdrops (there
are 20 species and dozens of varieties). Nivalis comes from Latin,
meaning “of the snow”. G. nivalis is native to a large area of Europe,
but owing to its early flowering and brightness has been introduced
and is widely naturalised elsewhere as a forerunner of spring.
Although often considered a British native (or brought here by the
Romans), Galanthus was probably introduced around the early
sixteenth century. It was first recorded as naturalised in the UK in
1770. "Snowdrop" may come from the German Schneetropfen
(Snow-drop), tear drop shaped pearl earrings popular in the
sixteenth and seventeenth centuries. Other earlier common names
include Candlemas bells, Fair maids of February, and White ladies.
Although Bunny Old Wood is quite rich in plant species, and
famous for its English bluebells, it is also notable for species it
doesn’t have. There is no sycamore, no birch apart from two that
someone planted, no wild garlic and no Spanish bluebells (some we
found came from dumped garden waste and were quickly removed).
We used to have early purple orchid and yellow archangel, but they
disappeared, one of the reasons why we aren’t a Site of Special
Scientific Interest.
We know that wild garlic occurs in woodland near former monastic
sites and houses. Being a culinary herb it was probably a kitchen
garden escape. Snowdrops may have a similar origin, but planted
for medicinal reasons. There are references for its use as an
antidote against poisons from ancient Greece. The bulbs contain
galantamine, an inhibitor used to treat symptoms of neurotoxins,
diseases of the nervous system and Alzheimer’s.
Snowdrops can spread by seed, animal disturbance and floodwaters.
Once established, they are quite vigorous and can form large drifts.
They are common in south Nottinghamshire woodlands, for
example Clifton Wood near Clifton Hall, and also grow in Bunny
Park, but are there any in Bunny Wood? I’m not telling!
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CHIRPINGS
Notes on birds and nature in the garden
This winter has been quiet – the Bunny rooks have been noticeable
by their absence, their usual rookery is deserted and they are
missing from their usual feeding grounds in the fields.
Rooks and jackdaws have been around Bunny Hall for longer than
I have been in Bradmore, and their disappearance this winter has
me looking for explanations on the internet, without much success.
Apparently it
does happen,
they do
sometimes
just abandon
a longestablished
rookery.
Maybe the
build-up of
mites and
undesirable
bugs in nests
that get
refurbished
year after
year encourages them to move on. Noise nearby, such as road
works, does not seem to be a factor.
I will still be looking to see if they trickle back this spring, but does
anyone know where they have gone over the winter? Letters to the
editor if you know the answer to this mystery!
Meanwhile, among the doom and gloom of climate change reports,
one piece of research has come up with a gleam of good news.
In 2019 blue tits had a remarkably successful breeding year, which
has been linked not only to the warm February making the winter
easier for the adults, but also their adaptability in timing their
broods.
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It seems they are better than some other birds at synchronising
with the appearance of caterpillars to feed their young on, and so
can adapt to climate change bringing the peak of food earlier in the
year, and perhaps fit in an extra brood. Good news that we can
expect to see them continuing to frequent our gardens in spite of
the “climate crisis”.
Sheila Clark

Bunny Improvement Group
The next meeting of BIG is on Wednesday 4th March where we
will be planning for the National Spring Clean, which will run
from 20th March to 13th April and which will include the annual
litter pick.
At the time of print we are not able to confirm venue but it is
hoped it will be in the village hall. TBC.
Our aims for this year are to maintain the areas we progressed in
2019 and to complete some unfinished areas especially on
reclaiming overgrown footpaths alongside Loughborough Road .
Thank you for all the positive feedback.
The work we do is very social and rewarding and we would love for
you to join us. If you could spare any time in helping to
improve the look of our village please come to our meetings or
contact Pete Pearson.
Even an hour of your time would be welcomed, as five people
weeding for one hour keeps all the church walls weed-free. Six
people for one hour helped widen the pavement by one foot.
Events in the diary this year where BIG are hoping to be involved
are:

- National Spring clean 20th March- 13th April
- VE Day on 8th May.
- Possibility of Best Kept Village. pending decision on application
( judging usually May to August).
Stella Alldred on behalf of BIG
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St Mary the Virgin Bunny with
Bradmore Parish Church
Services for Bunny & Bradmore in March
Sunday
Lent 1

1st

10.30am Family Service

Bunny

Thursday

5th

3.30pm Messy Church

Bunny

Sunday

8th

9.00am Holy Communion

Bradmore

8th

6.00pm Evensong

Bunny

Friday in
Lent

13th

Sunday
Lent 3

15th

6.00pm Holy Communion

Bunny

Refreshment
Sunday

22nd

9.00am Holy Communion

Bunny

Friday in
Lent

27th

12.00pm Stations of the Cross

Bunny

10.15am Sunday School
Celebration

Bradmore
Methodist

12.00pm Stations of the Cross

Bunny

Churchwardens:
Heather Paul

9845172

Roy Baker

9211520

Incumbent:

Rev.Tom Meyrick (rector@ksbb.org.uk)
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BUNNY AND DISTRICT GARDENERS
The February meeting saw both a change of venue and subject.
The closure of the Village Hall meant that the meeting took place
in the Church Room at Bradmore.
Thanks go to Mike Peregrine and
Bradmore members for making the
club welcome. The change of subject
saw Karen Gimson talk about the
creation of walled gardens at
Easton and in more detail at
Blackbrook. The latter is the home
of the Stanley family and it is
hoped to visit in the near future, not only to see the garden, but the
wonderful long horn cattle for which they are noted
The March meeting is the AGM and an incentive for all interested
in gardening and environmental topics to join – membership £15,
visitors £3. The AGM will be followed by a talk by Neil Pinder on
“Local Wildlife and Flowers”.

BUNNY VILLAGE SOCIAL EVENING
COME AND JOIN US FOR AN EVENING OF
CHAT AND MUSIC IN BUNNY VILLAGE HALL
SATURDAY MARCH 14, 7.30PM TO 10.30PM
THE EVENING IS A CHANCE TO JOIN FRIENDS OR MAKE NEW
FRIENDS IN A RELAXED AND FRIENDLY ATMOSPHERE, TO CHAT,
LISTEN TO MUSIC, JOIN IN THE QUIZ, A GAME OF DARTS AND
BINGO OR EVEN DANCE - THE CHOICE IS YOURS!
BRING YOUR OWN TIPPLE, A GLASS,
AND A PICNIC IF YOU DESIRE
All over 15 years of age welcome
£2 including nibbles
Unwanted raffle prizes welcome
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New app launched for county residents
Nottinghamshire County Council’s new mobile phone app is now
available for residents to download. The council says that the
MyNotts app will make it quicker, easier, and more convenient for
local people to access council services. Residents can use the app to:

•

Receive updates on school closures, check when school holidays
are, and apply for school places;
• Report highways issues,
including potholes, faulty
streetlights, and overgrown
vegetation;
• Find their closest Household
Waste & Recycling Centre, and
see what can be taken there;
• Access information about
care services offered by Nottinghamshire County Council;
• See which events are happening in their local area and our
three country parks;
• Keep up to date with news from across Nottinghamshire.
For those reading this online: If you have an iPhone, you can
download the app here. If you have an Android phone , you can
download it here.

Derek’s Tours
The Potteries: March 11. Guided factory tour of Moorcrofts. Plus
Wedgwood incl. Royal Doulton, Royal Albert, Waterford Glass &
Port Merion (time permitting)

Interested? Contact Kath on 07825 496783
or 0115 937 4296 or e-mail kathleenoakley1@gmail.com
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Back In The Day

It’s 1949 and the Bunny United football team have just gone 21
games without loss, scoring 163 goals with only 39 conceded.
The team was mainly made up from well-known village families
including the Wings, Hibbitts, Hensons, Gunns, and the Crooks’.
The team was founded in 1947, with the owner of the hall and
estate Bertie Edwards as president. He allowed the team to play on
a piece of land alongside Loughborough Road and on the corner of
Wysall Lane just past the garage.
The team would change in the Rancliffe Arms, and in their boots
and red and white strip, would clump along the road to the pitch.
In 1991, sometime after the hall and estate had been sold off by the
Edwards family, the field was also sold, and the football ceased.
The pavilion (old railway carriage) remains. The land was subject
to a planning application for houses last year. This was rejected.
Sadly, the village has no longer heard the roar of the crowd when
Les Hibbitt or Vic Gunn would hammer home another goal for the
mighty Bunny United!
Roger Sewell, Bunny History Society
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BUNNY BULLETIN INFORMATION
ONLINE
Editions can be viewed online at www.bunnyvillage.org.uk.
DIARY PAGES
If you are holding an event and would like it included in the
Village Diary pages, please contact Heather on 0115 9845172.
COPY
E-mail copy to: editor.bunnybulletin@gmail.com. Please send text
articles as Word documents (.docx); spreadsheets as Excel files
(.xls) and pictures as JPEGs (.jpg). Handwritten items can be delivered to Erica at 34 Main Street.
COPY DEADLINE
Deadline for next edition: Monday, March 16
Delivery of next edition: Weekend of March 28/29
ADVERTISING
Enquiries to editor.bunnybulletin@gmail.com.
DISTRIBUTION
If you have not received your current issue, contact your local
distributor or ring Phil Brown on 0115 9211791.
COMMITTEE
Editor: editor.bunnybulletin@gmail.com.
Invoicing & Minutes: Chris Brown, 36 Main Street, 9211791
Diary Editor & Treasurer: Heather Paul, 148 Loughborough Road,
9845172
Disclaimer: Any opinions expressed in the Bunny Bulletin are not necessarily
those of the Editorial Committee, who reserve the right to edit material as and
when it is considered appropriate.
Please note: Articles in the Bunny Bulletin are for circulation to the residents of
Bunny village and for others by subscription only. The information they contain is
not to be printed in any other publication without the author’s express permission.
This also applies to articles viewable on the village website.
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LOCAL GROUPS
Allotments
Sheila 0115 9213783 or Cathy 07803 004582
Baby & Toddlers
Nikki 07944 687260 or Steve 07843 052914
Bunny Improvement Group
Pete 0115 9213213 (petepearson44@gmail.com)

Church Bell Ringing
Marilyn 0115 9844081
Church Choir
Heather 0115 9845172
Community Choir
Kate 0115 9847090 (kate.m.hunt@outlook.com)
Fabric Fundraisers
Jan 0115 9841570
Friends of Bunny School
friendsofbunnyschool@gmail.com
Gardeners
Graham 0115 9846253
Handbells
John 0115 9211335

History
Roger 0115 9216596
Lunch Bunch
Jan 0115 9841570
Messy Church
Joey (joeyhamilton102@gmail.com)
Women's Institute
Angi 07970 801709
angelacharlesworth@hotmail.co.uk
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USEFUL TELEPHONE NUMBERS
Bunny Primary School

0115

921 2727

Church House Surgery, Ruddington

0115

984 7101

Church View Dental Practice, Ruddington

0115

984 8024

Crimestoppers UK

0800

555111

East Leake Health Centre

01509

852181

East Leake Leisure Centre

01509

852956

Electricity Loss of Supply

105

Floodline

0345

988 1188

Gas Emergency

0800

111999

Hate Crime Helpline

0800

138 1625

Keyworth Dental Surgery

0115

937 5828

Keyworth Health Centre

0115

937 3527

Keyworth Leisure Centre

0115

937 5582

Keyworth Library

0115

937 3509

Leakline & Sewer Problems

0800

783 4444

Neighbourhood Watch Co-ordinator

0115

984 5172

NHS Direct

111

Nottingham City Hospital

0115

969 1169

Nottinghamshire County Council

0300

500 8080

Police (if crime in progress call 999)
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Queen's Medical Centre

0115

924 9924

Ruddington Library

0115

921 2309

Ruddington Medical Centre

0115

921 1144

Rushcliffe Borough Council

0115

981 9911

South Wolds Academy

0115

937 3506

Telephone Preference Service

0207

291 3320

Treeline Dental Care, Keyworth

0115

937 2226

Village Dental Practice, East Leake

01509

852399

Village Hall Administrator

0115

984 6466
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