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EDITORIAL 
 
How often have you heard the word ‘unprecedented’ used in the 
past couple of weeks? An unprecedented number of times, no 
doubt. But every use of it is surely justified, as we enter a period of 
weeks and months which is unknown territory for all of us. 
At the time of writing, large sections of the population are working 
from home; events of all sizes have been cancelled; cinemas, 
theatres and sports venues have shut; and schools will surely 
follow soon, if they haven’t already by the time this comes out.     
On a national level, it’s probably fair to say there are sections of 
the British public who haven’t exactly covered themselves in glory 
during the early stages of the coronavirus crisis.  
From the nonchalance of the Benidorm boozers and people happily 
singing ‘Covid-19’ to the tune of ‘Come On Eileen’, through to the 
thoughtlessness of those clearing the supermarket shelves and 
stocking up on industrial quantities of hand gel, it has been 
genuinely disconcerting to see how readily the desires of some 
individuals can override the needs of the whole community.  
Everything has a flipside, however, and in this case it’s been the 
huge number of community schemes that have sprung up to help 
people who are self-isolating because of the virus. Whether they 
are staying at home because of age, or existing health conditions, 
or because they are unfortunate enough to have developed 
symptoms, there will almost certainly be a point over the coming 
weeks where help is needed. That could be picking up a 
prescription, doing food shopping, or any other type of errand. 
It’s extremely reassuring to know that a scheme of this kind is 
already progressing in Bunny, and that more than 50 people have 
already indicated they are willing to give up their time to help 
organise the scheme or volunteer to take part in it. If you haven’t 
already seen the letter, you can find details about how to join or 
use it on page 15. 
Of course, with any scheme like this, the most important thing is 
not to put at risk those you are endeavouring to help, and it will be 
vital that the agreed hygiene protocols are adhered to. With that 
caveat in place, let’s hope that we can offer some genuine help to 
those in our village that really need it.  
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CORONAVIRUS NEWS: CORONAVIRUS NEWS 

Events cancelled and clubs 
Here is a list of what’s on, what’s off, what’s open and what’s 
closed due to the coronavirus outbreak (accurate as of March 22). 
 
CANCELLED / POSTPONED 
 
The Bunny Village Annual Litter Pick due to be held on March 
28 has been postponed. It is hoped that the event will be held later 
in the year.  
 
All preparation for the Bunny VE Day Anniversary to be held on 
May 8/9 has been put on hold, in view of the latest government 
guidance and the uncertainty over the coming weeks. 
 
The two ‘Village Sweep and Weed’ weekends on April 25/26 and 
May 2/3 are off, as is the Best Kept Village competition.  
 
Meetings of clubs and societies at the village hall or the church 
have been cancelled until further notice. 
 
The parish council did not meet on March 19. The next meeting 
scheduled for April 16 is also not going ahead. 
 
The Police and Crime Commissioner election scheduled for May 7 
has been moved to May 6, 2021. 
 
CLOSED 
 
The Rancliffe Arms closed on March 20. All nearby leisure 
centres closed following the PM’s announcement that same day.  
 
Ruddington and Keyworth libraries were closed from March 23, 
and the mobile library also stopped operating from that date.  
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CORONAVIRUS NEWS: CORONAVIRUS NEWS 

All local cinemas and theatres are closed. Shops including John 
Lewis and Ikea have also shut, although some other larger stores 
do remain open. 
 
OPEN OR PARTLY OPEN 
 
While there are no regular services at St Mary’s Church, it can 
still be accessed by those who wish to do so. The key is available 
from Heather Paul (telephone number in the porch, or see p27) 
and if there is sufficient demand an opening hour could be 
considered.  
 
In line with many other schools, Bunny 
Primary School is closed to most pupils but 
open to children of key workers. 
 
All local supermarkets are still open, but 
have restrictions on the number of particular 
items that can be bought. While the smaller 
stores in Keyworth do not have special 
opening hours for specific groups, the Co-op in Ruddington will 
be ‘prioritising’ the elderly, NHS workers, social care workers, 
people with disabilities and anyone else considered vulnerable, 
from 8am to 9am Monday to Friday and 10am to 11am on 
Sundays. Please note that some stores will have earlier closing 
times during the outbreak. 
 
Rushcliffe Country Park remains open but the visitor centre is 
closed until further notice. The weekly Parkrun is cancelled. 
 
And most golf courses in our area remain open, including the 
public course at Edwalton. 

put on hold to tackle virus 
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CORONAVIRUS NEWS: CORONAVIRUS NEWS 

Bunny resident and local GP Jamie Parker has gone viral (in a 
good way) with his own message of how to keep safe by staying at 
home during the coronavirus outbreak.  
His video is set to the tune of ’Let It Go’, but with the words 
changed by Jamie and retitled 
’Stay At Home’ to reiterate the 
importance of keeping away 
from other people. 
It was viewed more than 27,000 
times within 24 hours of being 
posted - and no doubt will be 
into six figures by the time you 
read this.  
That led to messages of support 
from across the globe, as well as 
an appearance on Sky News on 
Sunday and (at the time of 
writing) another scheduled for 
BBC1 Breakfast on Monday. 
The revamped lyrics include the words: 
 
The virus spreads through the people we touch 
From our hands and to our face 
And once it’s got inside of us, it starts to replicate 
We might not know it, as we do not feel ill 
But we pass it on to other people still 
Don’t be that man, don’t pass it on,  
Be the person we can rely upon 
Keep others safe and let them know, and let them know 
Stay at home, stay at home, don’t spread it anymore 
 
You can watch (and share) the full video on Jamie’s Facebook 
page at https://www.facebook.com/jamie.parker.12382923. 

GP spreads the word 
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As the coronavirus pandemic grows, there will be an increasing 
need for our community to pull together and support those who 
need to isolate. The kind of help people need will vary but could 
include delivery of shopping, collection of prescriptions, or - for 
someone living alone - a regular phone call to check they are okay.  
To make self-isolation effective, close contact with other people 
must be kept to a minimum, therefore ideally each person needing 
help will have this help provided by just one or two persons.  
To try and achieve this, what we plan to do is to establish a buddy 
system, where everyone in need of support is given details of a 
buddy who is willing to help them during this time.  
Most people will probably have good support from neighbours and 
friends. Our plan is to provide a buddy for those who don’t have 
support, or their support becomes unavailable.  
We will put together a list of those people who are willing to be 
buddies. Then if a resident requires support they can contact us 
and we can pair them with a willing buddy.  
If you are willing to be a buddy or to help in anyway, please contact 
the team below. We will ask all buddies to provide an email 
address and phone number. We suggest that all buddies keep 
themselves up to date with any government guidance with regards 
to social distancing. If you require any help, please also contact one 

of the co-ordinators below. 
This is being supported by the Parish Council. If any other Bunny 
residents have already started co-ordinating activities, please can 
you let us know so we can work together. And thank you so much 
to those who have already come forward to help out. 
 

Name Phone Email 
Jo Collier 07827 355586 Jomck90@hotmail.com 
Izumi Featherstone 07817 847586 Izumielendil@hotmail.com 

CORONAVIRUS NEWS: CORONAVIRUS NEWS 

Bunny Neighbour Support 
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 Bunny Parish Council   
 Name Address Phone 
 John Alldred 42 Loughborough Road 921 2280 
 David Beckford 2 The Paddock 07414 004494  
 John Berridge 25 Moor Lane 984 7767 
 Izumi Featherstone 17 Albert Road 984 6466 
 Rhiannon Jenkins Tsang  07854 757963 
 Chris Rogers 11 Victoria Road 07919 593429 
 Steve Stubbs  23 Moor Lane  07843 052914   
 Nigel Sutton 1 The Paddock 07860 899585 
 Maria Webb 30 Moor Lane 921 3561 
 Mike Elliott 19/21 Main Street, 937 6506 
 (Clerk to the Council) Keyworth  

We would like to wish you all well for the next few months. As 
the Coronavirus (Covid-19) hits the UK, there will be some 
challenging times ahead.  
The response for offers of ‘buddies’ in Bunny has been heart-
warming, and it is very kind that so many people are ready to 
help others.  
Let’s keep spirits up and continue to support each other.  
Please stay healthy. 
 

Izumi Featherstone (Chair)  
On behalf of Bunny Parish Council 

CORONAVIRUS NEWS: CORONAVIRUS NEWS 

A message from Bunny Parish Council 
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(1) Share accurate information and advice. If you don’t 
usually use social media, this may be a good time to consider 
setting up an account to follow accurate sources.  
(2) Connect and reach out to your neighbours. Whether 
within a formal structure or by just checking on your neighbours, 
particularly the elderly and those living alone.   
(3) Support vulnerable or isolated people. As well as the 
health risk to the elderly, isolation is a very real concern.   
(4) Make the most of online groups. 
(5) Think of others, consider your actions and be kind. These 
are the kind of people that will help us all get through these 
concerning times.  
 
Sue Sambells, Chair of Nottinghamshire Neighbourhood Watch  

NottsWatch advice 

CORONAVIRUS NEWS: CORONAVIRUS NEWS 
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BUNNY PARISH COUNCIL MINUTES 

Notes of the meeting held on February 20 
 

New member Mrs Rhiannon Jenkins Tsang signed her acceptance 
of office form before the start of the meeting.  
 
Clerk’s report 
* Royal British Legion are reminding that the large lamp post 
poppies they have are selling very quickly, mainly for councils 
intending to display them for the VE75Day commemorations in 
May. It was agreed to order ten more to supplement the stock held. 
* Flooding. Notts County Council asked for addresses of actual 
properties flooded over the last weekend. Members said there had 
been serious road and land flooding but no residential properties. 
 
Items from the public 
Mr Peter Pearson from BIG raised three points of behalf of the 
group. He said his members would support the council if a move 
was made to enter the 2020 Nottinghamshire Best Kept Village 
competition. After discussion it was agreed entry should be made. 
Coun. Stubbs agreed to co-ordinate the move. 
Discussion took place on the agreed Litter Pick day on March 28 
and Coun. Stubbs said he would be happy to lead the move with 
support from Mr Pearson and  BIG members. Mr Pearson said 
there was a need for ten more Litter Snatchers and high vis 
jackets. The clerk would organise the purchase of the Snatchers 
through Rushcliffe Borough Council and the chairman would 
purchase ten jackets. Coun. Tsang offered to organise the 
refreshments to be served before the volunteers began their litter 
picking work. 
Mr Pearson raised the question of grass cutting alongside the A60 
road between the telephone kiosk and the garden entrance opposite 
the walled garden. The chairman said Peter James, the grounds 
contractor had been asked for a price for that work. The clerk said 
the question of cutting grass alongside an ‘A’ road was one which 
Notts County Council did not accept. They turn a blind eye to a 
resident cutting their own frontages if alongside such a road, but 
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did not take this attitude for parish councils undertaking such 
work. 
  
Correspondence 
* Notts County Council leader Coun. Kay Cutts highlighted the 
MyNotts App which was now available, urging residents to make 
use of it from their mobile phones. 
* Advance notice of public consultation on the Nottinghamshire & 
Nottingham Waste Local Plan Issues and Options document. The 
clerk said a new tip was planned to replace the one now closed at 
Langar but no information had been given as to where this is to be. 
* Notts County Council advised of consultations on their Minerals 
Local Plan, saying that shortly an independent an Inspector will 
hold round-table hearings in public to discuss specific issues. 
* Notts County Council councillors’ divisional fund through Coun. 
Adair. Confirmation that £500 is being paid towards the 
defibrillator fund. 
* Request from Olenka Bacon for funding towards village planting 
work to a sum of £72.82p was approved. 
 
Highway matters 
Flooding on the A60 road through the village was a discussed and 
members expressed strong concerned on this. There was a call for 
Notts County Council Highways and Severn Trent Water to 
produce a report dealing jointly with the problem and to make 
known their finding.  
Local Rushcliffe MP Ruth Edwards had visited the village twice to 
see for herself the situation and intended to call on the 
Environmental Agency to advise of what action they were planning 
to deal with the problems the village -- and others in the area – 
were having to face. 
 
Planning 
Rushcliffe Borough Council Applications 
20/00220/TPO. 24 Main Street, Conifer hedge, reduce to prevent 
over-hanging branches snapping off and damaging shed roof.  No 
objection. 
The clerk said there has been no decision as yet by Rushcliffe 
Borough Council in regard to the glamping site application to 
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which the parish council had objected. There are 15 Bunny 
residents objecting.  
Notts County Council highways are not objecting but have asked 
for further comment from the applicants on certain points. They 
say based on the scale of development proposed, they did not feel 
the impact on the public highway in terms of traffic generation will 
be significant and that the principle of the proposed development is 
likely to be acceptable to the Highway Authority, provided that an 
appropriate form of access on Gotham Lane is achievable in 
accordance with the Nottinghamshire Highway Design Guide.  
Confirmation is required that sufficient visibility splays are 
achievable at the access.  
A speed survey will need to be commissioned, and a detailed layout 
plan provided to confirm appropriate visibility splays are 
achievable, encompassing only highway land and land under the 
control of the applicant. It is noted that there is currently no 
footway on Gotham Lane to the front of the site, and the proposal 
does not appear to incorporate safe pedestrian access to and from 
the site.  
Consideration should be given to the provision of a footway link 
from the site together with a suitable crossing point to provide a 
link towards Bunny. 
The Highways say they are suggesting that the application is 
deferred to enable the applicant to submit further information to 
address the points the County are making. 

 
Village Hall 
* Mr Brough request for purchase of a heavy duty Kentucky mop 
wringer. The current one is broken. Cost £56.66p. No decision was 
taken. 
* Fire Risk Assessment: Need the EICR pass certificate and 
Emergency Fire Plan to be in place before opening the village hall. 
* Village Hall improvements and expenditure: Plaster has been 
removed from the effected walls to dry and needs to be left to dry 
for 3 months before replastering with Lyme plaster. 
 
Environment and footpaths 
* VE75DAY proposals were being progressed reported Coun. 
Stubbs. 
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Church spire latest 
Work is progressing to repair the 
cockerel on top of the church spire 
after it was badly damaged in storms 
earlier this year. 
Scaffolding has been erected not just 
externally, but also inside the spire as 
steeplejacks try to assess the extent of 
the problem.  
A central rod runs from the cockerel 
weather vane down to a cross beam 
inside the spire, and it is the condition 
of the rod and the beam which is 
currently being assessed. 
Only then is the full cost of the work 
required likely to be known. But it is 

thought it could end up being around twice as much as was 
originally thought, at approximately £12,000 (+VAT).  

DEFIBRILLATOR FUND 
 
We promised to keep you updated on our 
progress, and the Fund still keeps rising 
thanks to donations.  
Personally I want to know who the POSTER 
THIEF is who keeps removing the 
defibrillator poster that I keep replacing on 
the notice board by the Village Hall.  
If you have witnessed its removal or have 
knowledge of who the person is please would 
you contact a member of the Defibrillator 
Fund (Ben, Kelly, Chris, David, Lynn and 
Cat). Thank you.  
 
Chris Brown 
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On Thursday 30th January, with standing room only in St Mary 
the Virgin church in Bunny, we said goodbye to Dave, with moving 
tributes from family and friends. 
He had a wide circle of friends both in and outside of the village 
which was testament to all who attended.  
After the 
service 
everyone was 
invited to the 
White Horse 
in 
Ruddington.  
Here further 
tributes were 
made to Dave. 
One he would 
have been 
particularly 
pleased of was 
a real ale 
brewed in his 
honour - DPA, ‘Dave’s Pale Ale’ . 
He will be fondly remembered for many things, amongst them 
quizzes in the Rancliffe, The Bunny Fun Run - organised for many 
years by Dave and Gill - Dave discos, and supporting and 
encouraging all abilities with school football on Saturday mornings 
at Bunny school.  
He was a founder member of the ‘Tuesday Night Bunny Boys’. This 
involved visits to numerous public houses in and around 
Nottingham and was established in the early 90s. 
For all of us who were privileged to have known Dave we will 
remember him for many things: his encyclopaedic knowledge on 
many topics, in particular historical and sporting events, his great 
love of music.  

David Andrew Clifton 
1951-2020 
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Whenever you were in his 
company, whether he had 
met you for the first time or 
you had known him for years, 
he had a way of making you 
feel as if you had known him 
all your life. He made a 
lasting impression on 
everyone he met, always 
interested in what people had 
to say whatever the subject. 
He lived life to the full and 
always had a full social diary.  
However, he was never 
happier than when 
surrounded by his family.   
He loved hosting one of his 
regular family barbeques 
surrounded by Gill and all his 
children and grandchildren, where he would often wear his 
sweatshirt emblazoned with ‘Grumpy’ on the back, which was a 
present from his grandchildren (and which I think he rather liked 

wearing).  
He could be grumpy at times, of 
course, but that sweatshirt could 
equally have said ‘Happy’, ‘Sleepy’ or 
‘Sneezy’; or ’Perfectionist’; 
‘Entertainer’, ‘Kind’, ‘Considerate’, or 
‘Generous.  
These and many more are the 
attributes that made Dave who he 
was, and many more besides. 
He was a loving husband, father, 
grandpops, neighbour and dear 

friend, and will be much missed by all who had the pleasure to 
have known him. 
 

John Alldred 
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BUNNY AND DISTRICT GARDENERS 
After the AGM, members were treated to a far-ranging talk by 
Neil Pinder on the wildlife and flowers of Bunny. 
Unfortunately, next month’s meeting on Wednesday April 8th  

which was to see the return of Jeff Bates speaking on climbers 
has been cancelled due to coronavirus. 
A reminder to both old and potential new members that the 
annual subscription of £15 is now due. 

BUNNY VILLAGE COMMUNITY CHOIR 
 

As far as we know, no-one is ill at the 
time of writing but, heeding our choir 
leader’s  concerns about the coronavirus 
situation, and in consideration for our 
members’ health, it was decided to 
suspend meetings for two weeks and 
then review the situation.  
By the time you read this, those two 
weeks will have gone by and a further 
consultation amongst members will 
have taken place.   
As I write it is difficult to envisage 
when things will improve. We are 
concerned that our performance at the 

Ruddington Big Sing will be under-rehearsed but that is of minor 
concern.  
In the meanwhile we still have our song-sheets, recordings and 
YouTube to help us keep on singing! 
For the foreseeable future please make any Choir enquiries to:  
 
Lynn Hind - lynnhind@btconnect.com - 0115 9213181. 
 

Kate Hunt  
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CRIMES IN FEBRUARY 

BUNNY 
 
14-24th Damage caused to the school fence where it appears 
 suspects have used it to access a property on Moor Lane, 
 where suspects have forced entry to outbuildings and 
 stolen high-value items including a ride-on lawn mower.  
 
BRADMORE 
 
1st Number plates stolen from a car on Farmer Street. 
 
KEYWORTH 
 
2nd Rock thrown at window in Main Street 
3rd Eggs thrown at house Cedar Drive 
3rd Hay bales moved from a shelter in Lings Lane 
7th Assault on person by intoxicated males in Main Street 
14th Attempt made to enter garage in Selby Lane 
22nd Theft of wall plinth in Selby Lane 
25th Verbal abuse shouted at person in Debdale Lane 
 
TOLLERTON 
 
14th Items stolen from parked motor vehicle in Lenton Ave 
14th Vehicle entered and items stolen in Burnside Grove 
 
WIDMERPOOL 
 
8th Attempted theft of mobile caravan in Fosse Way 
 
 
There were no crimes reported in Costock, Plumtree, Rempstone or 
Willoughby-on-the-Wolds.  
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NORBURY NATTERS 
Watchers wanted 
As announced in last month’s BB, Chris Paul is happy to stand 
down as Neighbourhood Watch Co-ordinator for Bunny. This is a 
reminder that volunteers are needed to allow this important 
activity to continue. In addition to Chris, please let Dick Wilson 
know if you are interested in helping to keep Bunny safe and 
sound. Dick is a Trustee of Notts Watch which oversees the 
operation of the scheme and the appointment of volunteers in the 
county. He can provide further information on Neighbourhood 
Watch and you can contact him via DickWilson@nottswatch.co.uk. 
 
Scam scallywags 
Cyber crime by phone, or email continues to grow. Recent scams 
include emails saying that there has been a problem with your 
direct debit for the TV licence, and phone calls about a mistake on 
an Amazon Prime subscription. All are intended to get you to part 
with your money illegally. Emails should be deleted and phone 
calls terminated. Ideally scams should be reported to Action Fraud, 
but it can be a laborious process. 
 
Flood follow-up 
It was useful to receive a summary of our meeting with our MP 
Ruth Edwards and it is hoped that some action will follow in due 
course. However, in the meantime it would be useful if all 
landowners with a responsibility for ditches could ensure that they 
are kept clear. 
 
Coronavirus 
Now replacing Brexit and flooding as the main media topic at the 
time of writing, the position is changing day by day. We were due 
to go to Dublin for a few days to include a visit to the National 
Library of Ireland to examine the Levinge family papers. This 
would have enabled me to complete my research into Lord 
Rancliffe’s Mistress. Alas the trip has been cancelled, but hopefully 
can be rescheduled towards the end of the year. 
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VILLAGE HALL HIRE COSTS 
 

Large and small hall together: £8 per hour (or £9 after 6pm) 
Small hall only: £4 per hour 

Commercial rate for full hall hire: £12 per hour 
 

To book, please contact Andrew Featherstone on 
07397 189535 or 0115 98 4646 

Email Bunny.villagehall@outlook.com  

St Mary the Virgin Bunny with 
Bradmore Parish Church  

Churchwardens:  

Heather Paul 9845172 

Roy Baker  9211520 

Incumbent: Rev.Tom Meyrick (rector@ksbb.org.uk) 

                        BOTTLE TOPS STILL WANTED 

Many thanks to everyone who knocked on my door or left plastic 
tops on my door step. Please keep them coming. I have placed a 
lidded container between our cars so that you can empty your 
bag to take it home to refill. 
 

Jenny Norbury, Tel 0115 9846253 

Weathercock wonders 
No doubt many have stared upwards at the scaffolding 
surrounding the church Steeple which is required to restore the 
weathercock to its rightful position and carry out other restoration. 
As one who is no lover of heights it made me feel a bit queasy and 
brought back memories of the late Fred Dibnah. 
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WWish You 
Were Beer 

THE LARDER ON GOOSEGATE 
Sitting above Oxfam in central Hockley, the Larder on Goosegate 
has always been somewhere I’ve wanted to try. The website 
portrays images of plush surroundings and a fine dining menu. 
Where better to impress my Valentine?  
So I duly made my reservation and parted with an upfront deposit 
of £25 per person. This had two effects on my psyche. Firstly, I 
would definitely be there even if I was stood up; and secondly, this 
wasn’t going to be a cheap date! 
We arrived at the venue bang on 7.30pm and located the entrance 
sandwiched between two shops on Hockley. The hallway and 

stairs, leading to the 
restaurant, gave an 
accurate 
impersonation of 
access to shared flats, 
which indeed they are.  
Upon entering the 
restaurant my heart 
sank a little as the 
distressed/shabby chic 
décor did not meet 
with my fifty notes 
upfront expectation. 

But I wasn’t going to let on to my elegantly-dressed companion.  
Noting the night was not all about me, I decided to join in by kick 
starting the evening with a Valentine’s-themed cocktail. Of course 
my decision was not at all biased by the lack of beer on tap.  
(Side note: there was a good selection of bottled bears including 
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16-22 Goose Gate, Nottingham NG1 1FF   

0115 950 
0111  

 
http://www.thelarderongoosegate.co.uk/   

Trusty 
Kinch 9 

Opening: Mon – Thurs 5pm, Fri 3.30pm, Sat/Sun Midday  

Nottingham EPA, Roaring Meg and two Blue Monkey brews. But I 
can’t help feeling if I’ve made the effort to attend a particular 
premises that there should be an offering I can’t get in the 
local supermarket. Otherwise why bother going out... Oh yeah, 
back to my romantic evening.)  
The cocktails were refreshingly good, constructed by the resident 
mixologist, and sparked conversation whilst we perused the 
British/European-styled menu.  
A mouth-watering selection of just four starters and four mains 
tested our decision-making skills. Who would declare their hand 
first? Well I did, coming in from left field, I selected a vegetarian 
starter and made amends with the picanha* steak. The classy one 
chose tempura mackerel followed by shoulder of lamb.  
Keeping on point I surveyed the wine list for something to suit 
both of our palates. I was pleasantly surprised with the non-
poncey sensibly-priced selection on offer. We plumped for the 
Chablis which slipped down remarkably well (note-to-self: add 
white wine to limited list of beer alternatives).  
Contrasting with the décor, each dish was extremely well 
presented and more importantly absolutely delicious. Certainly 
worthy of the price tag. For afters we covered all bases by sharing 
both a cheese board along with a chocolate and cardamom tart.  
Oh yes, love was in the air. If only the Larder could match the 
interior of World Service, then this would be a top, top restaurant. 
So if you’re looking for somewhere different and you’re a bit of a 
foody, then it’s one for the bucket list. 
 
* Turns out to be rump cap, according to Google. 
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Glamping clampdown as 
Rushcliffe Borough Council has refused permission for five 
glamping pods to be built on woods at the junction of the A60 and  
Gotham Lane. 
The council rejected the application, from Heart Homes Ltd in 
Wollaton, on six grounds: 
 
1. The woodland is protected by a Tree Preservation Order and 

the proposed development would result in the loss of trees . 
2. The proposal would result in an inappropriate and therefore 

harmful form of development in the Green Belt.  
3. It has not been adequately demonstrated that the 

development would not unduly impact upon the amenities of 
neighbouring residential properties in terms of potential 
noise and disturbance arising from the use of the site.  

4. It had not been demonstrated that a safe means of access 
could be provided.  

5. The site is at high risk of surface water flooding, and it has 
not been demonstrated that the proposal would not increase 
flood risk elsewhere. 

6. It has not been adequately demonstrated that the proposed 
development would not impact upon protected species. 
 

The decision notice adds that the application was not the subject of 
pre-application consultation, and there are several fundamental 
policy objections to the proposal.  
There had been 30 objections from neighbours and members of the 
public, and the parish council had also objected. 
The reasons for objections included potential noise, anti-social 
behaviour, problem with access and congestion, loss of green space, 
and many others.  
In a report following a site visit, council officers also highlighted a 
range of likely issues with the proposed site. The conclusions of the 
report included: 
 
* The site is situated at the juncture of two busy roads and the 
Johnsons aggregates site is located to the south. These "bad 
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neighbours" would likely impact upon the users of the site in terms 
of noise and disturbance.  
* Whilst the proposed tourism use of the land in itself may not 
necessarily be inappropriate, the proposed buildings would be 
permanent structures that would clearly impact upon the openness 
of the Green Belt, given the current undeveloped nature of the site.  
* The site is located opposite a row of residential properties 
fronting Gotham 
Lane. It has not been 
adequately 
demonstrated in the 
submission that the 
proposed use would 
not impact upon the 
amenities of these 
close neighbours.  
* The proposal would 
form a new access off 
Gotham Lane which 
would punctuate a 
currently dense 
frontage of trees. The proposed access road, parking spaces, 
glamping pods, lodge and other ancillary structures would require 
a significant amount of tree removal.  
*The application is deficient in terms of details on how the holiday 
lettings will operate without causing an adverse impact to nearby 
residential properties, specifically in terms of times of arrivals/
departures as well as any controls that would be put in place to 
minimise noise from the site.  
 
It concluded that: “Overall the use does not appear compatible with 
its surroundings.  
“This would result in a poor quality tourist attraction that would 
not be appropriate to the local landscape and its surrounding 
environment.” 
 

application is denied 
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How much wood can a woodpecker peck, 
If a woodpecker pecks just wood? 
He’ll peck for his supper, 
He’ll peck for his mate, 
He’ll peck because he should. 
 
So, 
 
Pecker stalks coupe fair, 
Flashing bright red hair, 
Partner to ensnare. 
With a tap-tap here, 
And a rat-a-tat there, 
By bright bluebell fanfare. 
 
Sounding trees at the dawn of day, 
Now that springtime scents the air. 
He knocks for his status, 
He knocks for a nest, 
He knocks for food to share. 
 
Now, 
 
There’s a comfy lair, 
Inside elm trunk bare, 
Downy chicks in care. 
With a rap-rap here, 
And a rat-a-tat there, 
 
The yaffle shows his flair. 

Knock-Knock Who’s There? 
(Woodpecker Rap) 
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Notes From Bunny Wood 
There are three UK species of woodpecker: Great-spotted, Lesser-
spotted and Green, which is the largest.  
Once, all three all were seen on or around the dead tree that stood 
on Boundary Ride (left), until blown over a few years ago. No birds 
nesting were in it at the time, but it was a big surprise for the 
hornets that lived in its hollow top! 
The green woodpecker (Picus viridus) has a heavy-looking body, a 
short tail for support and a strong, long bill. As its name suggests, 
it is green above with a paler underside.  
It can be hard to see on the ground, but its red-topped head 
usually stands out. You are more likely to hear a green 
woodpecker. Like the other species it drums on trees – a short 
rattling burst signals its presence to 
rivals, or to a female. Its loud laughing 
call gives its common name of yaffle 
(remember Professor Yaffle, the carved 
bookend from Bagpuss?). Laughing 
Betsey and nicker-pecker are other 
names, but linking its call with 
predicting wet weather, it can be weather cock or rain bird. 
Green woodpeckers mostly feed on ants, consuming up to 2,000 a 
day as they dig into colonies, so our coppice coupes provide 
suitable hunting areas for them. They will eat other insects, seeds 
and fruit, but usually in winter when ants are scarce.   
Like other woodpeckers, Picus viridus breeds in holes it pecks in 
dead wood, and we have plenty of that!  
Mostly solitary, males and females pair to raise up to seven chicks 
from eggs laid in late April or May. On fledging, each parent 
usually takes half of the young and shows them where to feed. 
Picus was a Roman deity associated with soil fertility, but later 
was recognised as an early king of Italy. 
In Ovid’s Metamorphoses the Witch Circe turns Picus into a 
woodpecker when he refuses to be disloyal to his wife, Canens. 
Since the 1890s, green woodpeckers (left, Creative Commons) have 
been used to trademark a cider, and there is of course Woody 
Woodpecker, though he is blue and based on American species. 
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CHIRPINGS 
Notes on birds and nature in the garden 

Last month’s comment about the Bunny rooks prompted a 
question about how to tell the difference between rooks, crows and 
other members of the corvid, or crow, family.  
It’s not always easy to tell a rook from a crow. The general 
principle of ‘a rook on its own is a crow, and crows in a group are 
rooks’ is a good rule of thumb but not always true - and how can 
you spot the odd crow among a throng of rooks (known as a 
parliament because of all the noise 
they make)?   
The easiest way is if you have a 
good view of the head. An adult rook 
has a ‘stepped’ forehead, and a bald 
patch at the head-end of the bill 
which shows up pale.   
I have heard it suggested this is to 
stop the head feathers getting 
clogged with mud when the rook 
stabs its beak deep into the ground 
for food. Perhaps because of this 
step, the top of a rooks head looks slightly peaked.  
A crow’s head is very different, with no peak or step but just a 
smooth slope down to the beak.  
But beware – a young rook which hasn’t yet got its step and bald 
patch can look very like a crow, but it will have a thinner beak 
than the crow, more dagger-like. Test your identification skills on 
the pictures. 
But if the bird is flying, probably away from you so you can’t see 
the head, check the shape of the tail. A rook has a rounded tail, 
and a crow’s tail has a much straighter end.   
I have trouble with this, as the tail shape tends to change 
depending on the wind and how the bird is balancing itself.   
A spread-out crow’s tail can look curved, and rook’s tail can look 
like the point of a diamond rather than a curve. (Not to be 

A: Rook or crow? 
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confused with a raven, which has a full diamond tail, is very much 
bigger and unlikely to be in your garden unless you have your own 
cliff or quarry-face!) 
You are likely to see jackdaws, smaller than the other two, 
noticeably less inky-black and with a 
silvery crown and nape surrounding a 
black forehead. The jackdaw’s eye is 
silvery grey and stands out when you see 
the bird. The bill is stubbier, but the easy 
identifier is the familiar ‘jack’ call which 
gives it its name.  
If you are in Rushcliffe Country Park keep 
an eye out for the owl-box, which usually 
contains jackdaws! 
Of the other members of the corvid family, 
you are most likely to see magpies and jays.  
The final member is the chough, which is smartly black with a 
curving red bill and red legs, a most beautiful bird but resident on 
some west coast cliffs and definitely not visiting your garden. 
A final note on the rooks – I did see about 30 of them in the trees 
around Moor Waterings at the bottom of Bradmore, but they didn’t 
stay, and then the floods came. However I have been back and 
there are three substantial nests and one work-in-progress. Two 
pairs of rooks were clearly in residence with another two 
individuals in attendance. Maybe this will be the new permanent 
rookery site - a decent distance away from houses.  

Sheila Clark 

B: Crow or rook? 

‘A’ is a rook, and ‘B’ is a crow. 



36 

GARDEN AND ALLOTMENT DIARY: APRIL 

* Thank you for helping us to allow the ground to recover 
from the excessive rainfall by restricting your access to the 
site - it is very much appreciated * 
 
Now the clocks have moved on an hour, we should be feeling more 
'let's do this' than before.  Do not be fooled by the lengthening days 
and warm sunshine, however, as a night frost is never far away to 
ruin any young plants and seedlings.  
 
Sowing and planting - Aim to complete the planting of seed 
potatoes and be ready to cover up any shoots if a frost is forecast.  
Continue to sow beetroot, parsnips, carrots, lettuce, spring onions, 
spinach, turnips and early peas. Towards the middle/end of the 
month, sow main crop peas and summer broad beans. 
Any celery, celeriac, French beans and cauliflowers that were sown 
under protection last month should be ready to transplant into 
open soil. 
 
Now is also the time to sow the seeds of runner beans, sweetcorn, 
courgettes, pumpkins, squashes and cucumbers in fresh seed 
compost under glass or a warm windowsill indoors. 
Begin to prepare the soil for the transplanting of the above next 
month so when the time is right to transplant, the soil will be 
ready and you will not miss your opportunity. Put up runner bean 
poles so they are also ready to welcome the new plants. Prepare 
seed beds for outdoor sowing of main crop vegetables next month - 
you can never be too prepared!! 
 
Finally, check over any soft fruit bushes for aphids and take action 
if necessary. Spray the plant with soapy water or squash the flies 
between your thumb and finger.  Protect any early strawberries 
with netting to keep birds and squirrels out. 

 
Would you like an allotment?  Plots are currently available.  
Please contact Cathy on 07803 004582 or Sheila on 9213783 
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Derek’s Tours  

VISITS TO BIRMINGHAM, ASHBY-DE-LA-
ZOUCH AND QUARRY BANK POSTPONED 

DUE TO CORONAVIRUS 
Telephone Kath on 0115 937 4296 or 07825 496783 

ASK BRIAN 
 
Is there something you’ve always wanted 
to know about Bunny, but not known who 
to ask? Is there a niggling question that’s 
been bothering you? Brian the Brainy 
Rabbit is here to help you out with all 
your queries. Today our question concerns 
a strange noise. 
 

Dear Brian: “What is the loud bang I can sometimes hear coming 
across the fields? It sounds like a gunshot. Should I be worried? 
And is it me, or has it been louder and more frequent in recent 
weeks? Mrs L.” 
 
Brian says: “Fear not, Mrs L. While there may be some occasional 
shooting - in which case you’re really not the one who should be 
worried - the sound you are probably hearing is the bird scarer 
which is in the oil seed rape fields.  
“It’s set on a timer which doesn’t change, so if you think you have 
heard it more often recently then I’m afraid you’re just plain 
wrong.  
“It hasn’t got louder in general recently, either. But changes in the 
wind direction can sometimes make it sound louder at recent 
times. Given the amount of windy weather we’ve had in 
recent weeks, that could be why you think it’s getting 
louder.” 
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Bunny and Bradmore Baby 
and Toddler Group 

 
Bunny and Bradmore Baby and  
Toddler Group will not be meeting  
until further notice.  
 
This is in response to guidance  
from government issued on 16th 
March, in order to slow the spread of 
coronavirus.  

 
If anybody would like any further information or to  
receive updates, please contact Nikki on 07944 687260 
or Steve on 07843 052914. 

Keyworth & District Probus Club is Seeking 
New Members 

Probus Clubs are clubs for retired or semi-retired people from all 
walks of life.  The object of all Probus Clubs is to promote fellowship 
amongst members by holding regular meetings and some social 
functions.   

We are a men-only Probus club and meet fortnightly on Tuesdays at 
the Cottage Hotel in Ruddington, from around 11.30am. A meeting 
consists of a talk by an invited speaker, followed by lunch. 

There are opportunities to participate in occasional golf and bowling 
matches, as well as a Spring Lunch and Christmas Lunch to which 
partners are invited.  Visits are arranged to local places of interest. 

We are seeking new members. Why not give our Secretary a call on 
9372766 or visit our website at keyworthprobus.org.uk. 
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The Neighbourhood Watch Network has 
issued advice regarding the coronavirus 
outbreak, as follows. 
“This is a challenging time for all of us - 
health, safety and wellbeing must be our 
top priorities and at the heart of every 
decision we make.  
“It’s critical to do our part to help reduce 

the transmission of COVID-19 and we are diligently following 
guidance and best practices from the NHS and PHE. Many of our 
volunteers and supporters are in the age groups at higher risk 
from Covid-19 and may also have other conditions that increase 
their vulnerability. The most important actions we can all can 
take is to do everything we can to avoid becoming ill and placing 
further pressure on the NHS and other emergency services.  
“We are also concerned about scams and fraud that may arise as 
people take advantage of the crisis and will continue to gather 
insights into coronavirus COVID-19 scams and crimes. We are 
aware of the following scams which we are sharing so you can 
inform anyone that you know who might be at risk:  
 
• Impersonating Red Cross workers and health authorities - door-
to-door knocking claiming to be carrying out mandatory testing for 
coronavirus as an excuse to enter a home and carry out robberies - 
Always ask for ID before letting someone into your home  
 
• Impersonating willing shoppers – door-to-door knocking offering 
help with shopping but then instead steal the money - Ideally link 
up with verified volunteer groups for food delivery or support. 
Contact your council if unsure. 
 
• Cybercrime - there are a number of people sending emails with 
false test results plus information regarding coronavirus via a 
link. That link creates a virus on your computer. - If you are 
unsure, do not open links within an email, visit official websites 
instead.” 
 
Christopher Paul, Bunny Neighbourhood Watch Co-ordinator 
XristopherP@yahoo.co.uk  
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BBack In The Day 

 
This month’s photograph from the early 1960s is of our wonderful 
800-year- old church of St Mary the Virgin, often referred to as the 
‘Cathedral of the Wolds’. Beyond the church we can see the cleared 
site ready for the new school to be built.  
There was a church and a priest recorded in Bunny in the 
Domesday book of 1086, and the list of rectors goes back to 1228. 
The chancel is unique in that its length is only 3 feet shorter than 
the nave. The chancel was completed around 1350 after work had 
stopped due to the arrival of the black death in Bunny.  
Overall the church is the largest in south Nottinghamshire. Bunny 
has always been primarily an agricultural village, and the early 
records give no indication that the population was very large and 
therefore begs the question as to why are we blessed with such a 
large church?   

Roger Sewell, Bunny History Society 
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BUNNY BULLETIN INFORMATION 
 
ONLINE 
Editions can be viewed online at www.bunnyvillage.org.uk. 
 
DIARY PAGES 
If you are holding an event and would like it included in the 
Village Diary pages, please contact Heather on 0115 9845172. 
 
COPY 
E-mail copy to: editor.bunnybulletin@gmail.com. Please send text 
articles as Word documents (.docx); spreadsheets as Excel files 
(.xls) and pictures as JPEGs (.jpg). Handwritten items can be deliv-
ered to Erica at 34 Main Street. 
 
COPY DEADLINE 
Deadline for next edition: Monday, April 13 
Delivery of next edition: Weekend of April 25/26 
  
ADVERTISING 
Enquiries to editor.bunnybulletin@gmail.com. 
 
DISTRIBUTION 
If you have not received your current issue, contact your local 
distributor or ring Phil Brown on 0115 9211791. 
 
COMMITTEE 
Editor: editor.bunnybulletin@gmail.com.  
Invoicing & Minutes: Chris Brown, 36 Main Street, 9211791 
Diary Editor & Treasurer:  Heather Paul, 148 Loughborough Road, 
9845172 
 
Disclaimer: Any opinions expressed in the Bunny Bulletin are not necessarily 
those of the Editorial Committee, who reserve the right to edit material as and 
when it is considered appropriate. 
 
Please note: Articles in the Bunny Bulletin are for circulation to the residents of 
Bunny village and for others by subscription only. The information they contain is 
not to be printed in any other publication without the author’s express permission. 
This also applies to articles viewable on the village website. 
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LOCAL GROUPS 

 
 
 Allotments 
 Sheila 0115 9213783 or Cathy 07803 004582 
 
 Baby & Toddlers 
 Nikki 07944 687260 or Steve 07843 052914 
 
 Bunny Improvement Group 
 Pete 0115 9213213 (petepearson44@gmail.com) 
 
 Church Bell Ringing 
 Marilyn 0115 9844081 
 
 Church Choir 
 Heather 0115 9845172 
 
 Community Choir 
 Kate 0115 9847090 (kate.m.hunt@outlook.com)  
 
 Fabric Fundraisers 
 Jan 0115 9841570 
 
 Friends of Bunny School 
 friendsofbunnyschool@gmail.com 
 
 Gardeners 
 Graham 0115 9846253 
 
 Handbells 
 John 0115 9211335 
 
 History 
 Roger 0115 9216596 
 
 Lunch Bunch 
 Jan 0115 9841570 
 
 Messy Church 
 Joey (joeyhamilton102@gmail.com) 
 
 Women's Institute 
 Angi 07970 801709  
 angelacharlesworth@hotmail.co.uk 
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USEFUL TELEPHONE NUMBERS   

Bunny Primary School 0115 921 2727 
Church House Surgery, Ruddington 0115 984 7101 
Church View Dental Practice, Ruddington 0115 984 8024 
Crimestoppers UK 0800 555111 
East Leake Health Centre 01509 852181 
East Leake Leisure Centre 01509 852956 
Electricity Loss of Supply  105 
Floodline 0345 988 1188 
Gas Emergency 0800 111999 
Hate Crime Helpline 0800 138 1625 
Keyworth Dental Surgery 0115 937 5828 
Keyworth Health Centre 0115 937 3527 
Keyworth Leisure Centre 0115  937 5582 
Keyworth Library 0115 937 3509 
Leakline & Sewer Problems 0800 783 4444 
Neighbourhood Watch Co-ordinator 0115 984 5172 
NHS Direct  111 
Nottingham City Hospital 0115 969 1169 
Nottinghamshire County Council 0300 500 8080 
Police (if crime in progress call 999)  101 
Queen's Medical Centre 0115 924 9924 
Ruddington Library 0115 921 2309 
Ruddington Medical Centre 0115 921 1144 
Rushcliffe Borough Council 0115 981 9911 
South Wolds Academy 0115 937 3506 
Telephone Preference Service 0207 291 3320 
Treeline Dental Care, Keyworth 0115 937 2226 
Village Dental Practice, East Leake 01509 852399 
Village Hall Administrator 0115  984 6466 


