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* In what 2015 film would you see Liev Schreiber (above) playing
Boston Globe editor-in-chief Marty Baron? Answer on p30.

How’s it going? Four months into
lockdown and things are certainly
changing, but whether they are
necessarily going in the right direction
remains to be seen.
At the end of the third week of July the
total number of Covid cases in Rushcliffe
was 389. In each of the last six weeks the
number has gone up by two cases, three
cases, no cases, 176 cases, five cases and
seven cases. The huge jump in one week in the middle of this
sequence can be attributed to a change in the way Public Health
England collated figures from July 3 onwards, so this aside it’s
clear that the numbers of infections locally remains relatively
low. Overall, Rushcliffe has an infection rate of 330 per 100,000
people, which compares favourably to the average across England
of 453.
Of course many places have also started to open and you can now
go for a haircut, a church service, a game of tennis, a pint, a
meal, a manicure, and a movie. Which, to be fair, is one heck of a
night out. But how many of us realistically want to do these
things? Do you want to go to a cinema where popcorn has been
replaced by hand sanitiser and proceed to watch a film which
came out a year ago? Do you want to go to a restaurant and then
spend the next seven days wondering whether you picked up
more than the bill on your visit?
Everyone will have their own view according to their age, health,
and level of trust in the ability of others to get things right. As we
enter the summer holiday season and people are tempted to
spread their wings a little more, let’s hope things are continuing
to improve by the time the next Bulletin comes around and there
hasn’t been an outbreak of localised lockdowns.

EDITORIAL
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Our exciting news is that we have now got sufficient funds to
have TWO defibrillators in the village.
We would like to thank all those who have generously given and
supported us but first we must say a special ‘thank you’ to the
Men’s Institute who have donated enough money from a grant
they have received for us to be able to purchase a second
defibrillator. Also mention must be made of Rushcliffe Councillor
Reg Adair, who gave us a generous contribution from his
available funds.
This means we now need your help to raise sufficient funds for a
third defibrillator so that the whole village can have access to one
of these valuable life saving machines. Please help us to achieve
our aim.
Defibrillator Team

DEFIBRILLATOR TARGET LATEST
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The village church and pub reopened in line with the easing of the
strict lockdown at the beginning of July.
St Mary’s opened for Sunday morning services on July 5, with a
much-reduced capacity due to the need for social distancing. Pairs
of chairs have been placed with a two-metre space in all directions,
meaning total capacity is just 30. The church usually has space for
well over 120 in the chancel and nave.
The church was already open for private prayer on Wednesdays
between 10.30am and 12.30pm. Over-70s only can attend between
10.30am and 11.30am, while 11.30am to 12.30pm is open for all.
Additional services
and openings are not
possible at the
moment because of
the need to clean
after each use and
keep 72 hours
between each
opening.
Meanwhile the
Rancliffe Arms
opened on Saturday
July 4, with the pub
opting for bar service
rather than table service for drinkers.
It is open from Tuesday to Sunday but is closed on Mondays in
order to perform a deep clean. It has also opened with reduced
menus and at slightly reduced times to ensure the safety of staff
and customers.
Elsewhere Keyworth and Ruddington libraries have also reopened
with reduced services - see details on page 20. Showcase Cinema
opened on July 4 and Cineworld is opening on July 31.

Church and pub reopen

A60 resurfacing work ends
Work has now
been completed
on the
resurfacing of the
A60 through
Bunny. The final
section from
Albert Road up to
Bradmore
Industrial Estate
was finished in
July, with road
closures taking
place from 7pm.

LATEST NEWS: LATEST NEWS: LATEST NEWS

LATEST NEWS: LATEST NEWS: LATEST NEWS

Car keys stolen from property on St Lawrence Close and
car subsequently stolen

Theft of JCB off Keyworth Lane; later recovered

Theft of doors from Land Rover in Wysall Lane
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There were no crimes reported in Bunny, Bradmore, Costock,
Plumtree, Rempstone or Tollerton.

14th

WYSALL

22nd

WILLOUGHBY-ON-THE-WOLDS

Theft of mini digger from the Old Woodyard

Oil thrown onto driveway in Main Street
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Nottinghamshire Police failed to provide details for crimes in the
East Leake beat, which includes Bunny. That means there are no
details for crimes in June committed in Bradmore, Bunny,
Costock, East Leake, Kingston-on-Soar, Normanton-on-Soar,
Rempstone or Stanford-on-Soar.

There were no crimes reported in Plumtree or Willoughby-on-the
Wolds.

14th

17th

12th

Theft of fuel and floor mats in Church Lane

Theft of caravan from Tollerton Lane
Damage to car aerial in Burnside Grove
Road rage public order offence in Cotgrave Lane
Bottle containing stones thrown at car in Tollerton Lane

WIDMERPOOL

WYSALL

Damage to vehicle parked in Wynbreck Drive
Verbal threat of assault made in Commercial Road
Tree set on fire on private land in Nicker Hill
Window of vehicle smashed in Park Avenue
Theft of bank card and driving licence
Theft of meat products from shop in Nottingham Road

9th
20th
24th
25th

TOLLERTON

WIDMERPOOL

2nd
7th
15th
24th
29th
31st

KEYWORTH

26th

GOTHAM

CRIMES IN JUNE

Theft of coffee from shop in The Square
Theft of meat from shop in Wolds Drive
Theft of meat from shop in Wolds Drive
Damage to car wiper blades in Mount Pleasant
Theft of spirits from shop in Nottingham Road
Theft of whisky from shop in Nottingham Road

7th
8th
11th
15th
16th
16th

2nd
8th
22nd
22nd

Van broken into on Costock Road
Three cars broken into on Angrave Rd & Woodroffe Way
Downpipe damaged at sports pavilion on Costock Road
Horse trailer stolen from farm; later recovered

KEYWORTH

EAST LEAKE

CRIMES IN MAY

Because of this the firm wants retrospective permission to vary
the layout of the site to provide more storage space.
In its planning application the firm says: “There are no plans to
increase the amount of IBA [incinerator bottom ash] waste
processed at the site over and above the limit previously set by
planning and Environmental Permit conditions, nor increase the
number of HGV movements associated with the Site.”
It adds: “The development proposed is relatively minor and will
not lead to an increase in the throughput of the site or changes to
the types of wastes to be managed.”

The owner of Bunny Materials Recycling Facility has applied for
permission to increase storage on the site following changes which
it says are partly brought about by the Covid pandemic.
The site in Loughborough Road takes waste ash from incinerators
and recycles it to produce aggregate for use in projects such as
building roads.

The application will be considered by the county council on a date
yet to be determined.
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4. Environmental Issues – damping down the waste could lead to
runoff down Bunny Hill into the populated parts of the village.
Residents are complaining about noise and dust.

But Johnson Aggregates & Recycling Ltd says that two factors
have combined to mean it needs more storage space.
Firstly, there has been a general increase over the past year in
the amount of waste being disposed of via incineration around the
country. This increase has been exacerbated in recent months by
the coronavirus pandemic, with a rise of 13% in household waste
being generated as people have been home working and schooling.
Secondly, the demand for aggregate has declined due to the
slowdown in economic activity.
The combination of those two factors means that means more
waste coming in but less recycled aggregate going out.

3. An increase in levels of IBAA [incinerator bottom ash
aggregate] will result in increased traffic through village.
Concerns over safety of villagers and alleged speed infringements
of the lorries.

2. Planning Creep. Previous applications have been temporary for
12 months but work continues at the site to levels of ‘temporary’
application that seems to have expired years ago.

1. Existing concerns haven’t been addressed. Waiting on report
about dust and noise due before this application was made.

The Highway Authority, Nottinghamshire County Council, has
not objected to the proposal.
However, Bunny Parish Council has objected to the plans based
on four reasons:

SEEKS CHANGES

RECYCLING SITE
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“The members of the Parish Council at the meeting of 28th
November 2019 discussed the parish precept for the financial year
2020/2021,” the council explained. “This was against a backdrop of
significant work to maintain the village hall, modest reserves held
by the council and ever decreasing income.
‘Whilst it was recognised that for a number of years the village had
experienced either no or only small increases in the precept it was
decided to levy a precept of £21,900 for the year as our anticipated
spend was to be £21,406.

So what’s behind the big percentage increase in the parish - and
where is your money going?
The decision on any increase rests solely with the parish council,
and was taken at the council meeting in November last year.
It was agreed to set a precept of £21,900 for 2020/21, an increase of
£2,900 on the previous year’s figure of £19,000 and a rise of 15.3%
(although an error meant it was recorded as a rise of ten per cent).

Unfortunately, due to a misunderstanding at the meeting and
subsequent errors in the minutes, the members of the council at
that time mistakenly thought this represented an increase of 10%,
whilst the true figure is in fact as per the Rushcliffe Borough
Council Tax bill of 15.3%.”

If you’ve taken a close look at your latest council tax bill, you’ll
notice there’s one figure which seems to jump out at you.
While bills for band C properties have gone up by 4.3% overall (or
£75.80 a year), there’s one element of the bill which has increased
by three-and-a-half times this amount.
The Bunny Parish Council precept has gone up by 15.3%. And
while this only amounts to a rise of £8.78 over the year, the
percentage increase is a significant contrast to the other elements
of the bill - county council, borough council, fire and police - where
the rise has been between 2.0% and 4.6% (see table below).
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There are other smaller amounts, including £480 on the Bunny
Bulletin (terrific value IMHO), £125 on the difference between
allotment rent and receipts, and £115 on clock maintenance.

£500 - VE Day anniversary celebrations (obviously not spent).

£3,700 - grass cutting and ground maintenance costs.

£7,576 - administration costs of the council, including insurance,
office costs and subscriptions. This figure also includes £496 for
the Bunny Village community website.

£10,894 - overall running expenses for the village hall, including
the caretaker, cleaner, electricity, rent, repairs and maintenance.

In terms of what the money is spent on, the main anticipated
expenditure was:

Parish council chair Cllr Izumi Featherstone said: “When deciding
for the precept for year 2020/21 for the Bunny Parish Council, we
had a figure of £21,406 as our spend for 2019/20.
“With this in mind the parish decided to request a sum of £21,900
for our precept budget. This allows us just under £500 for
contingency.
“However, for a band C property, this equates to an increase of
just 73p a month for residents for the Bunny Parish element of the
council tax.”

The £21,900 would provide sufficient resources for the anticipated
£21,406 overall spend, and almost £500 in contingency cash.

council tax bill gone up so much?

Why has the Bunny element of our
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Both Keyworth and Ruddington libraries have now reopened
following their closure on March 20. Keyworth reopened w/c July
6, and Ruddington w/c July 13.
They are operating with a reduced service, limited capacity in
buildings, additional cleaning measures and guidelines in place
for social distancing. There is no access to study space, toilets,
refreshment areas; and no events or activities are taking place.
Opening times are subject to change, so it’s probably best to call
before making a visit (contact numbers are on the back page).

LIBRARIES REOPEN

All the various amounts
listed add up to more than the anticipated overall spend of
£21,406, because there’s still the income from the rent of the
village hall which needs to be taken from the total.
However, with this expected to be between £2,000 and £2,500 for a
normal year, the fact that hall bookings are significantly down
because of the coronavirus pandemic will undoubtedly make a dent
in the council’s finances, which will need to be taken into account
in the future.
Cllr Featherstone added: “The council will be spending to refurbish
the village hall this year, in order to attract more business renting
in the future.
“This will in the long run help to keep our parish council tax bill to
minimal future rises.”

In addition there ended
up being a deficit of £226
from the 2019/20 financial
year, which will need to
be made up. (Total
expenditure for the year
was £22,651 and the total
income including rent
from the village hall was
£22,425.)
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Village Hall use. The aim is that public buildings can be open at
the earliest from July 4 but no crowded events e.g. parties,
wedding receptions, etc will be permitted until later.
Public buildings can only be used for essential services, such as
food or medical distribution, pre-schools and indoor markets.
Before they can be opened all surfaces must be cleansed and again
frequently during a booking, including door handles, handrails,
tabletops, sinks, toilet areas, and all kitchen surfaces. Ordinary
domestic products can be used.
A number of steps need to have been taken prior to re-opening,
including a thorough clean of the hall and ensuring the caretaker/
cleaner has appropriate PPE, with ordinary overalls and plastic
gloves usually being sufficient. The overalls should be taken off
when leaving and washed.
Employees should be provided with the necessary equipment. The
water system at the hall must be flushed through for five minutes
each time before the building should be allowed for use.
Hand wash facilities and paper towels should be provided. Hand

Discussions with Rushcliffe Borough Council in regard to council
tax on the village hall has again resulted in a favourable result and
the charge of £723.55p on the building has been agreed as rate
relief and we have nothing to pay.

NatWest Bank have advised that the interest on the Business
Reserve we hold with them has been reduced from 0.20 per cent to
0.01 per cent.

Rushcliffe Borough Council refused the application for change of
use of land for siting of holiday lodge and five glamping pods on
land south of Greenwood Lodge, Gotham Lane. The PC had
objected.

Clerk’s report

1. Minutes of the meeting of held by Zoom on June 18

BUNNY PARISH COUNCIL MINUTES
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20/01275 Mr & Mrs Webster, 16 Loughborough Road, demolish
existing dwelling and erect new. – No Objection but comments to

20/01088 Summer House at White House, Church Street – No
Objection

2. Minutes of the planning held by Zoom on June 25

It was agreed to call a special meeting at 7pm on June 25 to
discuss a planning application to Notts County Council from
Johnson Aggregates in respect of the changes to their operation at
the former Bunny brickworks site off Loughborough Road.

Date of next meeting

Annual accounts for 2019/2020 were presented by the clerk in
written form and said they had already been approved by the
internal auditor, local accountant David Dixon, and were approved,
with the chairman and the clerk to sign in due course.

Accounts for payment were approved as per the circulated list.

Finance

The council discussed a letter from the village school head teacher
Georgina Anelay who wrote asking for council comment on a
possible request to use the village hall for educational purposes to
help accommodate children in September if the present 2m
distance current rules imposed under the coronavirus pandemic
situation continue. The council agreed in principle but would need
to discuss further actual arrangements if such a booking were to be
placed.

dryers are not recommended for use at this present time. Hand
sanitiser must be provided at entrance and exist routes and in each
individual toilet compartment.
The correct signage must be provided and set out in the hall to
ensure the minimum 2m distance system.
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* Please note these minutes are subject to final approval by the
council.

The meeting discussed minor updates involving paint for the bins,
Coun. Beckford agreed to provide Graham Norbury/BIG Group
with free issue paint and in respect of sanitiser for Village Hall
agreed to supply some bottles free of charge.

20/01279/CMA. Bunny Materials Recycling Facility,
Loughborough Road. Retrospective Section 73 planning
application seeking permission to vary the approved layout of the
waste recycling facility at Bunny to provide additional Incinerator
Bottom Ash storage facilities.
Members discussed about the application and situation in general
regarding Bunny Village apathy towards potential problems. Wish
to object with the following reasons [as outlined on p17].

19/02892 Fairholme Farm 5 Main Street, extension and conversion
to existing barn to form 5-bedroomed dwelling, Revised plans – No
Objection from the parish council. Seems to be more considerate to
local residents with a lower roofline and a bat survey undertaken.
Has been reported by a local resident, since the last application
discussion, that the roadway leading to this development appears
to be in breach of the approved standard. Wish this comment to be
added to the no objection comment so RBC can investigate.

be forwarded to Rushcliffe Borough Council.
Coun. Beckford said he had visited 14 Loughborough Road at
request of Mrs Thomas to see the application from her bungalow.
Mrs Thomas provided a letter to the parish council which members
considered. The application to demolish and rebuild the bungalow
was refused in 2017/18 by the Borough with concerns over
development of the site. The council decided to follow the opinion of
previous application - No Objection - but wish to raise the following
concerns on behalf of Mrs Thomas:
Can it be checked by RBC for potential overdevelopment of the site
again; Seems to be close to border to 14 Loughborough Road and
potential loss of privacy; French doors on main bedroom opening
over the flat roof above kitchen another potential loss of privacy.

24

Harry Barr, Clerk to Bunny and Bradmore Charities
63 Musters Road
Ruddington
NG11 6JB

The season for A level results and decisions about future higher
education is fast approaching. The Charities may be able to help
with a contribution towards the costs of books or other course
materials.
The Apprentice Fee Charity
was set up by the Parkyns
family over three hundred years
ago. The aim of the Charity was
to support young apprentices
setting out on their chosen
careers. Over the centuries the
number and nature of
apprenticeships having changed, the Charity sought, and the
Charity Commission approved, extensions to the Charity’s scheme
to permit the Charity to make grants to students undertaking
higher education courses designed to assist in their purchase of
books or other course materials.
Young persons under the age of 25 years living in the parishes of
Bunny, Bradmore or Costock undertaking a course of higher
education are eligible for a one-off grant. The scheme is not limited
to new students, and those already on a course who have not
previously applied for a grant may be eligible also.
If you feel that you meet the criteria or have sons or daughters who
meet those criteria, they may apply in writing to the clerk to the
trustees at the address below providing evidence of their
acceptance onto their chosen course. Applications will be
considered by the trustees at the next quarterly meeting following
their receipt. In normal circumstances the next meeting would be
early in September but due to the ongoing restrictions caused by
Covid-19 no date has yet been finalised.

Bunny and Bradmore Charities
Student Grants
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Van Vagaries
The unexpected arrival on Main Street of a strange company van
one Saturday morning aroused suspicions. As it was still there on
Monday, the choice was ring the police or the company number.
The latter revealed that it had been stolen from a drive in
Edwalton where the contractor had been staying. He arrived with
his brother and then had to drive to Essex to get the spare key as
the vehicle had been locked. This was after they removed two
wheels and borrowed some bricks to prevent it being stolen again.
Nothing appeared to have been stolen from the van. Why they left
the van in Bunny is a mystery.

Welcome Returns
The easing of the lockdown restriction has brought a welcome, if
restricted, return of a number of village institutions. As well as the
Rancliffe and the school, there is the restart of church services and
the reopening of the Men’s Institute (no ribald comments about
snooker please!). Let us hope that the easing does not lead to an
upsurge in the number of cases.

Finished Business
It was good to see the completion of the road resurfacing of the
north end of Loughborough Road and the junction with Keyworth
Lane. This seems to have gone off with few problems and without
last time’s attraction of the media. It did however add to the
entertainment of an enjoyable return to the Rancliffe by watching
vehicles screech to a halt and heading back South. Negotiating
little Wysall Lane in the face of the setting sun on the way back
from Ruddington was less enjoyable.

The Thursday clapping for the NHS which helped bring people
together has now ended, but the memories live on. Those of us who
live on Main Street are indebted to organisers Pete and Dorothy
Pearson and the time-keeper Tony Tomney. Pete and Dorothy also
deserve our thanks for the popular socially-distanced bingo
sessions and quizzes. Those who have become obsessed with bingo
should look out for the resumption of the village socials.

NORBURY NATTERS

Wednesday

Monday

Wednesday

Wednesday

Monday

Tuesday

12

17

19

26

31

1

Return to School

August Bank Holiday

Grey Bin Day

Blue & Green Bin Day

Bulletin deadline

Grey Bin Day

Blue & Green Bin Day

Event

CHURCH SERVICES

Time

Place

To book, please contact Andrew Featherstone on
07397 189535 or 0115 98 4646
Email Bunny.villagehall@outlook.com
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Large and small hall together: £8 per hour (or £9 after 6pm)
Small hall only: £4 per hour
Commercial rate for full hall hire: £12 per hour

VILLAGE HALL HIRE COSTS

Village Hall administrator

When government relaxation takes place and we can use the hall
as before, we would like to see more activities taking place in our
village.
If you wish you could set up and run a chess club, yoga, pilates
classes, karate classes,
music lessons, or art classes,
or perhaps a flower
arranging group? How about
a once-a-month village
breakfast, walking with a
lunch stop club, or a knit
and natter with a lunch
buffet?
The village hall is available
for hire for private dinner
parties as well as children’s
parties and disco parties hire for post-Christening, or
a gathering of friends. How
about a curry night, fish and
chips night or a wine and cheese night? Maybe even a mini indoor
market with refreshments.
Please ring the hall administrator to book your slot (see below).

VILLAGE HALL BOOKINGS

A local landowner has been in touch with the Bulletin to make the
point that, since the lockdown began, there appear to be
significantly more people walking on private land in Bunny and
the surrounding area.
They have asked walkers to keep to the designated footpaths, and
to respect the privacy of the local landowners. They add that they
do not wish to be uncharitable, but that it is disconcerting to come
across walkers in their woods and fields, which is what has
happened during the lockdown.

A Communion service will be held for members of the Benefice
in St Mary's Church each Sunday at 10.30am. The elderly or
infirm are advised not to attend. Anyone who has been
exposed to Covid19 must not attend, though due precautions
will be enforced.

Wednesday

5

Date

VILLAGE DIARY FOR AUGUST
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Super Saturday, aptly on Independence Day, came 105 days after
Pubs were officially closed back in March. With a ban on gyms still
in place, there seemed little to dissuade me from being close to first
in line to experience the new normal, all in the name of amateur
journalism (of course).
So where to go? Like much of the previous 3 months it felt odd,
unfamiliar but strangely monumental. In a way it drummed up
feelings of the first time, again. However, unlike before I needn’t
worry about proving my age, although I would still need to produce
ID to meet the Government’s contact tracing requirements.
Upon searching for which establishments would be open (not as
easy as one would hope), I stumbled across the need to pre-book a
visiting time. Anxiously, I succumbed to the ever-present ‘Hurry
only 2 tables left’ internet pressure sell and booked the 8.00 - 9.45
slot for the Stratford Haven with a commitment to spend a
minimum of £5.
Boom! The clock was ticking, especially as you couldn’t book
multiple slots. Having electronically submitted contact details for
all my party and read the lengthy T&Cs, I printed my golden ticket
and headed out.
As instructed we duly queued up outside 10 minutes before the
allotted time, respecting the social distancing rules, 2m without
facemasks, 1m with.
My cohort and I were second in the queue, closely beating a gaggle
of youths who had been heroically out since 10am. This gave us the
opportunity to get the lowdown on what to expect; no music, no
singing, no shouting, no mixing with others, remain seated. The list

STRATFORD HAVEN

Wish You
Were Beer
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A quick hand sanitize and we were shown to our seats, which with
opaque Perspex between us and the neighbouring tables, brought a
sense of confessional to the scene. A sterile laminated menu
provided a restricted selection of beverages (no food) with Elsie Mo,
thankfully, in attendance.
Concerned for the efficiency of the table service, in exam
conditions, we decided to double up with our first order. We
shouldn’t have worried as the starkest observation was that with
all 8pm-ers in attendance, and the front door secured (a lock in!),
the pub could only be described as empty. A quick count revealed
less than 30 people in attendance, for a pub that used to
comfortably accommodate 150+ pre-Covid. To be frank, it had the
aura of the first Monday night after New Year’s.
Stationed near the Gents, it wasn’t long before we experienced the

was further extended when the barman unlocked the door having
expelled the 6 o’clock crowd and sanitised the tables.
First, he checked my name was on the list (fame at last) before
reading out the house rules; table service only (VIP treatment no
less), only 1 in the toilet at once (great for paruresis sufferers), last
orders at 9.30 and out by 9.45.

Kinch 9
& mask

https://www.castlerockbrewery.co.uk/
pubs/stratford-haven/
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Answer to question on page 11: Spotlight

0115 982
5981

2 Stratford Rd, West Bridgford,
Nottingham NG2 6BA

all too familiar queuing dilemma seen at 1 in 1 out grocery stores
around the country. How do you know if there is someone is in
there, preventing you from going in, without going in to check?
How bizarre to see Schrödinger’s thought experiment played out for
real without the need to harm any cats!
Good use was made of our allotted time, and we even managed to
facilitate one of our party’s tobacco habit without fear of losing our
table (another bonus). But before long our race was run, with the
bell sounding the last lap before we were escorted out to make way
for more cleaning and the expectant 10pmers.
Interesting, the first in the queue were recognised by the barman
as returning 6pmers (multiple email addresses no doubt). Rather
than excluding them, he joyfully realised he didn’t need to read
them the house rules for a second time, and just let them in.
Overall this adventure left us somewhat deflated. Similar to sport
behind closed doors, it’s now obvious that the crowd creates the
buzz, the atmosphere, and without that it’s not the same. I’m sure
someone will try canned chatter although I expect before long the
new normal will rapidly morph back to how it was before.
It’s not fair to review the Strat in these exceptional times, so I
won’t - other to say that it is a Castle Rock Pub which means the
beer is excellent and in old normal times has a cracking
atmosphere.
In other news, it is sad to report that the Plough at Normanton on
the Wolds is not to reopen having succumbed during these
unsettling times.

31

Would you like an allotment? Plots are currently available.
Please contact Cathy on 07803 004582 or Sheila on 9213783

August is also the time to look at the crops you have produced and
give yourself a hard-earned pat on the back for all the effort you
have put in. Before you know it, it will be time to think about next
year's crops!

Summer pruning - This can now begin. August is the last month
to prune stone fruit trees such as plum, apricot, cherry and peach.
Complete the task as soon as possible. Apple and pear trees can
wait until the winter to prune.

Sowing and planting - This is the last chance to sow and plant
outdoors for a late harvest this season. Radishes and lettuce will
still produce a crop.

Harvest - Continue to
harvest any crops that are
ready, and keep up with
the picking of runner
beans to ensure cropping
well into the autumn. Also
continue to lift potatoes,
and prepare to lift onions
towards the end of the
month. The tops will start
to fall over which indicates that the bulb has stopped swelling.
Leave onions to dry before storing and they should keep well until
next March. Harvest soft fruit too.

If you are on holiday this month, it is worth asking a neighbouring
plot holder to keep an eye on your plot and water it if necessary.
Also ask them to pick any crops that are ready to avoid them going
to waste.

GARDEN AND ALLOTMENT DIARY: AUGUST

Chris Terrell-Nield 2020
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Out of the wild wood, into the sunshine,
Spies dandy food source widely broadcast,
Homes on the brightness, settles on tiptoe,
Supping the nectar, happy at last.

Into the arbour, flutterby flickers,
Only to find a fierce battle site,
Ladybirds feast on aphids for breakfast,
No peace for nectar, napi takes flight.

Back in the warm air, resources fading,
Gliding to stay cool, seeking for more,
Scents a new sweetness, borne on the zephyr,
Eglantine beckons, promise from yore.

Finds trumpet target, deep in the shadows,
But it is muted by dumble dor,
Scraping the pollen into its baskets,
Food for its young brood, more for the store.

Flutters by seekers, held in the sunbeams,
Turning on pin-point on rainbow wing,
Striped truly wasp-like, but very tasty,
Lying to live long, never to sting.

Green veined white in
Bunny Wood

Woken from slumber in the cool green wood,
Ready to forage by shady ride,
Bright wings of summer greeting the new morn,
Searching for nectar from vernal pride.

(Music: ‘Morning Has Broken’)

UNHAPPY NAPI?

33

Most people are familiar with large (cabbage) white, and especially
small white if they grow brassicas. These are both members of the
butterfly family Pieridae (“the whites”) which also includes the
rare wood white.
All have been recorded from the Wood, along with the more showy
green-veined white (Pieris napi ), and help to make up our twenty
25 recorded species. The most recent addition is purple hairstreak
(Favonius quercus) from the Big Butterfly Count 2018.
Green-veined white has a wide UK distribution, but is easily
confused with small white, because from above and at distance it
is hard to distinguish. Only on the underside of its wings are the
prominent greenish markings visible. Like other "white"
butterflies, the sexes differ. The female has two spots on each
forewing, the male only one.
In the Wood P. napi tends to occur along the north ride. This
aligns with its preference for damp areas with lush vegetation,
often around ditches, hedges and riparian (waterside) habitats
where its larval food plants occur. Like its relatives larvae eat
crucifers including garlic mustard (Alliaria petiolata),
cuckooflower (Cardamine pratensis), watercress (Rorippa
nasturtium-aquaticum) and charlock (Sinapis arvensis).
The small green larvae, which unfortunately resemble those of
small white, can be found on wild cabbage and cultivated crucifers.
It is never a pest, but can be mistaken for one.
The verse shows how adults compete for nectar with other species.
These include hoverflies with wasp-like defensive markings,
aphids and bumble bees. Now linked forever to Hogwarts, dumble
dor is a folk name for Bombus or bumble bee.
In The Hobbit they are described as nasty insects living in bogs
and marshes around the Shire. Not very magical, but P, napi has a
trick or two, since there is no green on a green-veined white.
The so-called green veins
are an illusion created by a
Use your daily exercise to carry
subtle combination of
out the 2020 Big Butterfly Count
yellow and black scales!
– on until August 9th

Notes From Bunny Wood
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Still very much in lockdown, I am reading a magical book called
‘The Easternmost House’ by Juliet Bloxland about a year in her
house perched on the edge of an eroding cliff in Suffolk. I can’t tell
you yet how the book ends, but the house is inevitably going to end
up in the sea at some time not too far in the future.
Meanwhile, it remains a home surrounded by its local natural
world including the sorts of garden birds I can’t help envying,
rarities that draw flocks of avid birdwatchers to – and sometimes
into – her garden, to her mild annoyance.
She comments, “Serious birding seems to miss some of the point.
Concentrating on quantifying rather than qualifying birds, ticking
off rather than just enjoying watching the birds for their own sake,
seems to create extra stress…. Birdwatching somehow seems more
stressful than simply watching birds.” I couldn’t agree more.
Over the last weeks
I have enjoyed becoming
better acquainted with
my garden, plants, birds
and other wildlife in it.
Was it the newly
discovered woodmouse
with those gorgeous,
disproportionately big
black eyes that was
responsible for the
strange, round, vertical
hole in my lawn during the winter? Should I have left the
stunning black-and-gold caterpillar vigorously munching through
my first-year buddleia to grow on and become a dull brown mullein
moth, which I have never seen? And now I have definite proof that
seven-spot ladybirds do bite, having caught one in the act.
It has been a delight when folk have emailed or rung me to tell me
what they see in their own gardens.

Notes on birds and nature in the garden

CHIRPINGS

30 Moor Lane
19/21 Main Street,

Maria Webb
Mike Elliott
(Clerk to the Council)
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Keyworth

1 The Paddock

Nigel Sutton

937 6506

921 3561

07860 899585

07843 052914

23 Moor Lane

Steve Stubbs

984 6466
07919 593429

17 Albert Road

Izumi Featherstone

984 7767

11 Victoria Road

25 Moor Lane

John Berridge

07414 004494

Chris Rogers

2 The Paddock

David Beckford

921 2280

07854 757963

42 Loughborough Road

John Alldred

Phone

Rhiannon Jenkins Tsang

Address

Name

Bunny Parish Council

Thanks to all who have continued to collect and deliver plastic
bottle tops during the pandemic. Please continue collecting and
leaving outside our front door at 21 Main Street. It helps if they
are clean, but don’t worry we accept them any way. Also could
you leave your name and address so that I can thank you when
we next meet. And don’t forget that Dorothy is still collecting
stamps.
Jenny Norbury

The new rookery in Moor Waterings may be responsible for
drawing more jackdaws into gardens and possibly chimneys they
have not been evident in before. A succession of nestlings has been
noted this year, not least by the local sparrowhawk who of course
sees them every year. One phonecall related to mystery poo, which
thanks to Google was identified as fox-poo, and indeed the garden
in question has hosted said fox on several occasions since.
So with lockdown easing but caution still advised, the advice is to
carry on stress-busting by discovering details of the natural world
on your doorstep.
Sheila Clark
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Work on the new school began in March 1968, and it opened to
children on December 2, 1968.
However, the official opening ceremony didn’t take place until June
10, 1969. It was performed by county council chairman Alderman
Mrs E Yates, and the programme noted that “some of the
interesting new features are the craft areas, the carpeted quiet
areas, the library and the fully-equipped kitchen”.

It’s well known that there are three current or former school
buildings in Bunny; and last year marked the 50th anniversary of
the official opening of the newest of these.
The first school had opened on the ground floor of the almshouses
building in 1700, before moving to a new building - in what is now
the village hall - in 1875.
It stayed there for almost a century, but was destined not to make
it to the 100-year milestone. The school was too lacking in space,
particularly outside space, for it to be a permanent solution to the
village’s educational needs.
The third school was built on the land on the other side of Church
Street, where there had previously been cottages which joined on
to Home Farm. Built at a cost of about £28,000, it was designed as
a CLASP building by students from the Birmingham School of
architecture.
(CLASP stood
for Consortium
of Local
Authorities
Special
Programme,
although it
was also
dubbed as a
‘collection of
loosely
The site in the 1960s after the demolition of the cottages
assembled
steel parts’.)

When Bunny got its
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* With thanks to Bunny History Society archives.

At the first speech day and prize-giving at the new school, head
teacher Kenneth Stone - who sadly died almost a year to the day
after the official opening, while taking children to a sports trial spoke eloquently about matters which will certainly still resonate
with parents
today.
“The things I
advocated in
the old school
still apply in
the new,” he
said. “The
children need
sleep,
sympathy and
security at
home. They
also need
correction and
guidance in
the cultivation The new school pictured in the early 1970s
of good habits
of behaviour
and day to day living.
“Being late for school, forgetting messages or items required for
projects being carried out in particular subjects leads to a
carelessness of attitude which is only too easily transferred to their
work in school.”
In 1984 the county council attempted to sell off the land in front of
the school, but after a campaign involving the PTA, school, parish
council and residents, it agreed to sell it to the parish council for
£3,000 so that the land could not be built upon. The school got
permission in 1994 for an office extension; in 2003 for a nursery
extension; and in 2012 for the hall to be enlarged (done in 2013).

brand new school
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It has been an end of year like no others, but we are proud of the
way that all of the children have coped in these extraordinary and
unprecedented times.
Bunny Primary had to close its doors, like all other schools
nationally, on Friday March 20 for the enforced lockdown due to
the Covid-19 pandemic. The only pupils who remained in school
during this time were children of key workers.

We would like to wish all of our Year 6 pupils the very best as they
leave Bunny Primary for their new secondary schools.
The Year 6 children celebrated the end of their primary years by
enjoying a BBQ and bike session on the playground in their
bubble! A slightly scaled-down version of Charlie and the Chocolate
Factory Performance was successfully led by Miss Taplin, and
Parents were able to watch on Microsoft Teams.

BUNNY C OF E PRIMARY SCHOOL
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Bunny Primary School has confirmed it will NOT need to use the
village hall for educational purposes in September. The school which remained open for the children of key workers throughout,
and took back Year 6, Year 1, Reception and Nursery pupils in
June - had written to the Parish Council asking if it could use the
hall for the new school year if existing social distancing rules
stayed the same. As reported in the council minutes (page 22) the
parish had agreed to this in principle. However, the school has
now said it will not need this, but thanked the council “for
agreeing to support the school in a time of need”.

Mrs G Anelay

The teachers and pupils alike rose to the challenge of home
schooling and adjusted to the new guidance for those still in school.
From June 8 we were able to welcome some year groups back and
it has been uplifting to hear the children’s voices back in school.
We wish all of our children a very happy summer break and look
forward to seeing them safely back in school in September.
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Roger Sewell, Bunny History Society

The great annual wrestling match, held at Bunny from 1712-1811.
Sir Thomas Parkyns held an annual wrestling match, initially with
himself as umpire, on Midsummers Day on a chained off piece of
land near to the Rancliffe Arms. The prize for the winner was a
gold laced hat worth 22 shillings.
The competitors came from all the surrounding villages and an
Issac Newton of Rempstone won on five occasions. The match was
held for 99 years when it was stopped because it was deemed to be
attracting noisy and unruly crowds.
Sir Thomas’s book “The Inn play or Cornish Hugg wrestling” ran to
three editions, the latest being published in 1727.
This type of wrestling is still practised today in some parts of the
country and Sir Thomas’s book is still the definitive guide.

Back In The Day

42

Please note: Articles in the Bunny Bulletin are for circulation to the residents of
Bunny village and for others by subscription only. The information they contain is
not to be printed in any other publication without the author’s express permission.
This also applies to articles viewable on the village website.

Disclaimer: Any opinions expressed in the Bunny Bulletin are not necessarily
those of the Editorial Committee, who reserve the right to edit material as and
when it is considered appropriate.

COMMITTEE
Editor: editor.bunnybulletin@gmail.com.
Invoicing & Minutes: Chris Brown, 36 Main Street, 9211791
Diary Editor & Treasurer: Heather Paul, 148 Loughborough Road,
9845172

DISTRIBUTION
If you have not received your current issue, contact your local
distributor or ring Phil Brown on 0115 9211791.

ADVERTISING
Enquiries to cjeanb36@hotmail.com.

COPY DEADLINE
Deadline for next edition: Monday Aug 17
Delivery of next edition: Weekend of Aug 29/30

COPY
E-mail copy to: editor.bunnybulletin@gmail.com. Please send text
articles as Word documents (.docx); spreadsheets as Excel files
(.xls) and pictures as JPEGs (.jpg). Handwritten items can be delivered to Erica at 34 Main Street.

DIARY PAGES
If you are holding an event and would like it included in the
Village Diary pages, please contact Heather on 0115 9845172.

ONLINE
Editions can be viewed online at www.bunnyvillage.org.uk.

BUNNY BULLETIN INFORMATION
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Women's Institute
Angi 07970 801709
angelacharlesworth@hotmail.co.uk

Messy Church
Joey (joeyhamilton102@gmail.com)

Lunch Bunch
Jan 0115 9841570

History
Roger 0115 9216596

Handbells
John 0115 9211335

Gardeners
Graham 0115 9846253

Friends of Bunny School
friendsofbunnyschool@gmail.com

Fabric Fundraisers
Jan 0115 9841570

Community Choir
Kate 0115 9847090 (kate.m.hunt@outlook.com)

Church Choir
Heather 0115 9845172

Church Bell Ringing
Marilyn 0115 9844081

Bunny Improvement Group
Pete 0115 9213213 (petepearson44@gmail.com)

Baby & Toddlers
Nikki 07944 687260 or Steve 07843 052914

Allotments
Sheila 0115 9213783 or Cathy 07803 004582

LOCAL GROUPS

0800
0115
0115
0115
0115
0800
0115

Hate Crime Helpline

Keyworth Dental Surgery

Keyworth Health Centre

Keyworth Leisure Centre

Keyworth Library

Leakline & Sewer Problems

Neighbourhood Watch Co-ordinator
969 1169

0115
0300

Nottingham City Hospital

Nottinghamshire County Council

0115
0115
0115
0115
0207

0115
01509

0115

Ruddington Library

Ruddington Medical Centre

Rushcliffe Borough Council

South Wolds Academy

Telephone Preference Service

Treeline Dental Care, Keyworth

Village Dental Practice, East Leake

Village Hall Administrator
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924 9924

0115

Queen's Medical Centre

984 6466

852399

937 2226

291 3320

937 3506

981 9911

921 1144

921 2309

101

Police (if crime in progress call 999)

500 8080

111

NHS Direct

984 5172

783 4444

937 3509

937 5582

937 3527

937 5828

138 1625

111999

0800

852956

Gas Emergency

01509

East Leake Leisure Centre

852181

988 1188

01509

East Leake Health Centre

555111

0345

0800

Crimestoppers UK

984 8024

Floodline

0115

Church View Dental Practice, Ruddington

984 7101
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0115

Church House Surgery, Ruddington

921 2727

Electricity Loss of Supply

0115

Bunny Primary School

USEFUL TELEPHONE NUMBERS

