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EDITORIAL 
 

It’s exactly a year since I asked a question 
on these pages about whether Bunny 
could do with having its own Facebook 
page. Kev Cannon came forward to help 
set it up and be the admin for the site, and 
it now has more than 360 members.  
You can see everything on there from lost 
and found items and job opportunities, to 
photos of the village and recommendations 
for tradespeople.  

I think it’s been a big success, so thank you to Kev for continuing 
to run it, and to all those who contribute to it. If anyone isn’t a 
member and wants to be, just search ’Bunny Village 
Nottinghamshire’ in Facebook.    
Of course, staying connected is very much easier on social media 
than in the real world at the moment. Village life is still far from 
normal, and groups and societies are still unable to meet up in 
the way they would want. The Festive Fayre planned by the 
Bunny Church Fabric Fundraisers Committee for November is just 
the latest event to be cancelled, and at the moment it’s hard to see 
a way in which most if not all Christmas events can avoid going 
the same way. 
On page 28 of this month’s edition, you can see what our pub 
reviewer thinks of the way in which bars and restaurants are 
dealing with coronavirus, social distancing and contact tracing. It 
makes for interesting reading, and is a reminder that any 
establishment - local or not - which wants to keep attracting the 
public needs to be doing everything it can to make the environment 
as safe as possible for customers.  
Elsewhere there’s news on potential new speed limits, concerns 
over rights of way, details of the favourite shops in our area, a 
look behind one of the regular sights on a local walk, and all your 
favourite regulars.   
 
* Who is the actor playing a managing editor in the 1974 film The 
Front Page? Answer on p30. 
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LATEST NEWS: LATEST NEWS: LATEST NEWS 

Boost for Bunny Wood 
 Bunny Wood has seen a significant increase 

in visitors over recent months.  
The number of visitors, as measured by the 
gate counter, is normally around 1,000 per 
month from June to September, with the 
highest number of visitors (1,200 per 
month) in April and May when the 
bluebells are out. But this summer there 
have been around 2,500 visitors in the 
summer months, and up to 3,000 in April 
and May, as people stayed local during 
lockdown.  

Nearly 90 restaurants, cafes and pubs in Rushcliffe 
took part in the ‘Eat Out to Help Out’ scheme, it has 
been revealed. 
A total of 89 establishments in the borough signed up 
to the policy, which was designed to support the 
hospitality sector with half-price meals on Mondays, 
Tuesdays and Wednesdays in August, up to a saving 
of £10 per person.  
Rushcliffe MP Ruth Edwards said: “I’m pleased to 
hear this scheme was such a success in Rushcliffe. It’s great that 
so many people have got out there and shown support for our 
brilliant restaurants, cafes and pubs. 
“Rushcliffe has always taken pride in its thriving high streets and 
villages and the Eat Out to Help Out scheme was an important 
boost for our hospitality sector.” 
Nationally, data from OpenTable shows bookings increased by an 
average 52 per cent on Mondays, Tuesdays and Wednesdays 
through the whole of August, compared to the same period in 2019. 
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LATEST NEWS: LATEST NEWS: LATEST NEWS 

The petrol station in Bunny has had a revamp after it switched 
fuel supplier from Jet to Total. 
The canopy has been rebranded with the Total logo, and the 
company’s higher grade Excellium diesel has also been introduced 
at the pumps. 
These changes have been introduced after Harvest Energy - a 
member of the Prax Group of companies - bought the garage in 
Loughborough Road back in 2018, as part of a group purchase of a 
total of 63 stores.  
Harvest Energy retail 
director Ian Woodcock said: 
“We always had plans to 
develop and modernise the 
site, and the forecourt 
branding is part of that 
development.    
“Prax have an exclusive 
arrangement with Total, 
and Bunny is one of the 
first to get the new fuels and new branding as part of the 
agreement. With store expansions and shop fit-outs taking place 
throughout this and next year, our programme is varied and 
exciting, including additional food-to-go outlets, further 
enhancement of retail stores with Morrison’s, Londis and Spar and 
forecourt equipment improvements.” 

Total rebrand for garage 

A reminder that the Bunny Neighbour Support scheme is still 
very much active, and is available to anyone who needs practical 
assistance during the pandemic. If you need help such as food 
being delivered, prescriptions collecting, or telephone check-ups, 
then please call Izumi Featherstone on 07817 847586, or email Jo 
Collier on Jomck90@hotmail.com. 
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The school field at Bunny Primary School will remain closed over 
weekends and during the evenings to ensure Government 
guidance is adhered to with regard to quarantining of outdoor 
play equipment.  

Cockerel back in place 

The cockerel weathervane is now 
back in its rightful place on top of 
the church spire. 
‘Goldie’ the cockerel had been taken 
down back in February after being 
damaged during high winds. 
A steel rod has been put in place 
which tightens the capstone to the 
top three metres of the spire.  
Churchwarden Roy Baker said that 
after the repointing was finished, 
the scaffolding could come off. The 
clock can then be sorted and 
restarted. (To be honest, this is the 
only part of the last three sentences 
that I’ve understood.) 

 
 
Postie Adrian Denman managed 
to capture the moment that 
Goldie was taken back up to the 
top of the spire (above).  
 
Meanwhile Christopher Paul took 
the picture on the left of Goldie 
back on her perch.  
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KEYWORTH 
 
7th Damage to communal window in Manor Road 
9th Damage caused to car in Nottingham Road 
20th Female stole items from Co-op in Wolds Drive 
24th Items stolen from Sainsbury’s in Nottingham Road 
27tth Damage caused to a window in Plantation Road  
 
NORMANTON-ON-SOAR 
 
7th Forced entry to property in Far Lane and items stolen 
 
REMPSTONE 
 
24th Power tools, strimmer and hedge trimmer stolen from  
 field in Wysall Lane 
 
SUTTON BONINGTON 
 
23rd Naked man seen performing a sex act in Pasture Lane 
 
TOLLERTON 
 
11th Roller stolen from building site in Melton Road 
 
There were no crimes reported in Bradmore, Bunny, Costock, 
Plumtree, Widmerpool or Willoughby-on-the-Wolds. 
 
Police note: Local officers over the last few months have been made 
aware of localised antisocial behaviour. This is not always reported 
to the police but we would like to encourage people to call in to 
help us get on top of the issue, if we don’t know about it we can’t 
police it so please get people to call in. 
 
PC Kelly Carlile (07725 925330) and PCSO Tony Davies (07702 
141572).  

CRIMES IN AUGUST 
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Bunny Church Fabric Fundraisers 
Committee are sad to have to announce 
that there will be no Festive Fayre this 
November.   
It will probably come as no surprise given 
the present situation, but we are sorry we 
will be unable to hold this popular event 
this year. 
Many of you help out and visit the Fayre 

as a good place to start the Christmas Shopping, and we hope 
that this year’s cancellation will not be repeated next year.  
Jan is hoping to organise a Jam Sale at some time before 
Christmas, so watch out for notices so that you can stock up on 
marmalade and other preserves. 

Wild boars! Wild boars!* 
 
One of the more unlikely alerts 
to be sent out by Bunny 
Primary School in recent years 
came during September - with 
a warning to be on the lookout 
for a wild boar. 
The message sent on 
September 7 said: “Wild boar 
alert: a member of the public 
has rung this morning to say a 
wild boar has been seen near Bunny allotments. Please be aware.” 
Frankly there are more questions than answers on this story. Who 
saw the boar? Where had it come from? Was it really wild or just 
enjoying a brief spell out of captivity? And, most important of all, 
where is it now? Anyone with answers is welcome to email 
editor.bunnybulletin@gmail.com. 
 
* I appreciate this headline only works if you are singing it to the 
tune of Wild Boys by Duran Duran. 
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Ash Lane - Right of way or not? 

Ash Lane, at the top of 
Bunny Hill, is used by 
many people from Bunny 
who enjoy walking around 
our village, and is used to 
connect with Gotham Lane 
and Bunny Old Wood 
footpaths.  
I have enjoyed this walk 
over many years.  
The chance to do this has 
come under threat, as can 
be seen by the recently-
placed notices at the 
entrance to the Lane 
stating there is no public 
right of way.  
The Ramblers is aware of 
this and is attempting to 
establish a permanent right 
of way because, it seems, 
there isn’t one registered at the moment.  
To establish that right they need evidence of usage by  the public 
over several years without any ‘let or hindrance’. 
If you want to ensure your right to use Ash Lane as a footpath in 
the future, and have used it in the past, please contact me and I 
will enlighten you about what you need to do in respect of form-
filling. 
It is essential that evidence is gathered as soon as possible for 
what could be a long and projected task.  
I cam be contacted on petepearson44@gmail.com, or by phone on  
0115 9213213 or mobile 07968 092007.  
 

Pete Pearson  
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Secrets of the Silver Seal Mine 

As the item on page two of this edition reveals, visitor numbers to 
Bunny Wood have shot up during the pandemic. 
But if you are one of those who has been enjoying visiting the wood 
over recent months, have you ever wondered what the deal is with 
the mine entrance that can be seen from the footpath as you walk 
up to the wood’s southern entrance? (If the answer’s ‘no’, please 
move on, nothing to see here.) 
This ‘Silver 
Seal’ mine 
entrance is 
part of the 
larger 
Marblaegis 
Mine operated 
by British 
Gypsum. 
Across not just 
Notts but as 
far as 
Staffordshire 
and 
Derbyshire 
there is a  
huge seam of 
calcium 
sulphate - or 
gypsum - which is used in the manufacture of plasterboard, and 
it’s because of this seam that the mine was established.   
But the mine entrance in Bunny didn’t always link to a wider 
network. The original Silver Seal entrance was created by D 
Anderson & Son Ltd, who planned to diversify their building 
materials business and manufacture plasterboard in 
Manchester. The name ‘Silver Seal’ was a trade mark of D 
Anderson & Sons.  
The mine opened in 1938, but the following year it was bought by 

The track through the field which leads to the Silver 
Seal entrance 
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British Plaster Board (BPB), who wanted to develop a new 
plasterboard plant at East Leake. The plans were suspended until 
after the Second World War, but eventually got under way, and in 
1964 production was taken over by a new BPB subsidiary - British 
Gypsum.  
It was also in the 1960s that the link from the Silver Seal site to 
the Marblaegis Mine was created and the original mine entrance 
enlarged.  
Nowadays you won’t see lots of miners trooping down to use the 
Silver Seal entrance - so what is the point of it? 
 
1) All mines have to have a second exit and entrance for  safety 
reasons, and for Marblaegis Mine this is the Silver Seal entrance; 
  
2) The adit 
(horizontal 
passage) at 
the East 
Leake 
entrance is 
steep and 
narrow, and 
can only 
accommodate 
a conveyor 
and a Land 
Rover-sized 
vehicle.  
But the 
horizontal  
mine shaft at 
the Silver Seal entrance is bigger and is used for bringing the large 
gypsum cutting machines out of the mine for major repairs that 
can’t be carried out in the underground workshops; 
  
3) It is used as the ‘exhaust’ for the mine, with a large electrically-
powered underground fan pulling air through the mine and out of 
the Silver Seal entrance.  
  

Gypsum being mined in the Marblaegis Mine  
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Today the Marblaegis Mine 
still supplies gypsum to the 
British Gypsum plaster and 
plasterboard manufacturing 
plant at East Leake.  
The face of the mine is around 
100 metres underground, and 
there is 5km of conveyor belt to 
take the crushed gypsum to the 
surface for processing.  
The rock is then crushed into 

smaller pieces and sent to the homogeniser, which allows for any 
variances in the gypsum size to be reduced.  
The rock from the homogeniser is ground down even further before 
it goes through what’s called the calcination process where water 
from the rock is removed to create the first resemblance of plaster 
powder.   
Work at the mine is set to continue for some time yet - three years 
ago the site was given permission to keep operating until at least 
2042.  
 
Meanwhile the 
land adjoining the 
Silver Seal adit in 
Bunny is now 
actively managed 
by British Gypsum 
to encourage 
wildlife, with a 
butterfly bank 
created last  
year to encourage  
the rare  
Grizzled skipper 
butterfly to lay 
eggs. 
 
* Photos inside the mine and of the butterfly bank: credit British 
Gypsum 

The butterfly bank being created near the Silver 
Seal entrance 
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NORBURY NATTERS 

Time Flies 
Watching the Tour De France, it is difficult to believe that it is two 
years since that wonderful day when the Tour Of Britain passed 
through the village. The whole community joined in the spirit of 
the event and the famous bunnies still appear from time to time. 
Alas, at the time of writing, there seems little prospect of there 
being any form of mass social gathering in the village. 
 
The Cock Crows 
The good news is that work on the church steeple has been 
completed and the scaffolding will be removed entirely. It is nice to 
see that the cockerel again stands proud, and hopefully it will 
remain on its perch for years to come. 
 
Planning Permits 
It is worth remembering that the rules on permitted development 
allow considerable latitude in the building of extensions without 
applying for planning permission, although building regulations 
still apply. In these cases the Parish Council do not have to be 
consulted. but if you are building it is always sensible to consult 
your neighbours. 
 
Morrisons Makeover 
The makeover of the service station is almost complete, with the 
previous blue and yellow replaced with the gleaming white of the 
Total brand. It is also understood that it is intended for Morrisons 
to replace the current Londis shop. Whatever the brand, the 
station and its staff will continue to provide a valuable service for 
the village. 
 
Specialist Subject 
See elsewhere for information on the collection of plastic tops. It is 
fast approaching the time when it could be my specialist subject on 
Mastermind, although it will never replace the drains of Bunny. 
Whatever, keep them coming.  
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New speed limit  
Reduced speed limits could be introduced along the A60 and on two 
nearby stretches of road. 
Nottinghamshire County Council and Via East Midlands Ltd are 
looking to impose a 30mph on Loughborough Road going through 
Bradmore.  
There would also be a 30mph limit on part of Bradmore Lane and 
Pendock Lane. This is a reduction from the current  
The reason for the change, aside from the general aim of improving 
road safety for pedestrians and road users, is in order to fulfil a 
planning condition for the new housing development at Bunny 
Lane, Keyworth. 
Steph Walford, senior improvements officer for Via East Midlands 
Ltd, said: “The proposals will be advertised, and notices displayed 
on site. Before proceeding further with the speed limit proposals, I 
wish to consider the views of residents and organisations who may 
be interested in this matter.  
“If your comments are in the form of an objection to the proposals 
and if they cannot be resolved, they will be reported through the 
County Council’s statutory procedures at the appropriate time.”  

However, depending on when this issue of 
the Bulletin is delivered, the deadline for 
comments may already have passed. Any 
observations on the proposals had to be 
submitted by September 25.  
There has been no date advertised for when 
the Restricted Road Order, being made 
under the Road Traffic Regulation Act 1984, 
would be brought in. 

The map on the opposite page shows where the new speed limits 
would apply.  
 1. A60 Loughborough Road - 30mph limit from a point 180 metres 
north of its junction with Farmer Street, in a southerly direction to 
a point 65 metres south of its junction with Pendock Lane - an 
approximate total distance of 760 metres. This is shown by the 
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proposed for A60 

white arrows on the map. At the moment the road has a 40mph 
limit. 
2. Bradmore Lane - 30mph from its junction with A60 
Loughborough Road in a north-easterly direction for 50 metres. 
This is shown by the black arrows on the map. Currently the 
national speed limit applies. 
3. Pendock Lane - 30 mph from its junction with A60 
Loughborough Road in a south-easterly direction for 90 metres. 
Again this is shown by the black arrows on the map, and at the 
moment the national speed limit applies. 
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Charity event photo mystery 

 
No doubt following the Mike Elliott article in last month’s Bulletin 
about the FA Cup being in Bunny for a charity whist drive, I have 
received an envelope through the mail with a photograph taken at 
Bunny United football ground, and an accompanying article from 
an old Evening Post of a fundraising event in the village.  
This featured England football player and former Forest and 
Manchester United star, Ian Storey-Moore. He kindly kicked off a 
charity game at Bunny United’s ground and donated a signed 
football by Manchester United players.  
The match was organised by Mr Gordon McCulloch, licensee of the 
Rancliffe Arms, and Richard Archer of Bradmore. It was between 
the Rancliffe All Stars and the South Notts ’Ladies’ XI - a team of 
male punters at the pub dressed as women.  
The money raised (£60) was to support an 11-year-old Keyworth 
boy whose idol was Storey-Moore, and who was to undergo a 
kidney transplant in Sheffield. 
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I have no date for the article or the photograph sent to me, as the 
envelope only had the name E Simpson on the back.  
I have shown the photograph and article to long-standing locals 
who have no recollection of the match, but which is possibly dated 
1974/75. 
If anyone can offer further light to this event, or even participated 
in the game please, contact the Bunny Bulletin or myself. 
 

Chris Brown 

Bottle tops galore 

These black bags of bottle tops, coffee lids etc. weigh 17.6kg or 
36.8lb. Quite a long way to go; however, this is five bags not going 
into landfill or incineration. So many thanks to all contributors. 
 

Jenny Norbury 
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Date  Time Event  Place 
      

1 Thursday 1.30pm Mobile library Hill Top 
Convent   

  2.05pm Mobile library Church View 

  2.30pm Mobile library Albert Road 

7 Wednesday Grey Bin Day  

14 Wednesday Blue & Green Bin Day  

18 Sunday 11.30am Annual Parochial Church Mtg St Mary's 

19 Monday  November Bulletin deadline  

   Start of half-term (two weeks)  

21 Wednesday Grey Bin Day  

25 Sunday 2.00am Clocks go back one hour  

28 Wednesday  Blue & Green Bin Day  

29 Thursday 1.30pm Mobile library Hill Top 
Convent   

  2.05pm Mobile library Church View 

  2.30pm Mobile library Albert Road 

VILLAGE DIARY FOR OCTOBER 

All residents of the Parish are entitled to attend the APCM on 
October 18 to elect the Church Wardens. Those on the Electoral 
Roll can elect other members and officers of the Parochial Church 
Council. 

A Communion service will be held for members of the Benefice in 
St Mary's Church each Sunday at 10.30am. The elderly or infirm 
are advised not to attend. Anyone who has been exposed to 
Covid19 must not attend, though due precautions will be enforced. 
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 Bunny Parish Council   
 Name Address Phone 
 John Alldred 42 Loughborough Road 921 2280 
 David Beckford 2 The Paddock 07414 004494  
 John Berridge 25 Moor Lane 984 7767 
 Izumi Featherstone 17 Albert Road 984 6466 
 Rhiannon Jenkins Tsang  07854 757963 
 Chris Rogers 11 Victoria Road 07919 593429 
 Steve Stubbs  23 Moor Lane  07843 052914   
 Nigel Sutton 1 The Paddock 07860 899585 
 Maria Webb 30 Moor Lane 921 3561 
 Mike Elliott 19/21 Main Street, 937 6506 
 (Clerk to the Council) Keyworth  

VILLAGE HALL HIRE COSTS 
 

Large and small hall together: £8 per hour (or £9 after 6pm) 
Small hall only: £4 per hour 

Commercial rate for full hall hire: £12 per hour 
 

To book, please contact Andrew Featherstone on 
07397 189535 or 0115 98 4646 

Email Bunny.villagehall@outlook.com  

St Mary the Virgin Bunny with 
Bradmore Parish Church  

Churchwardens:  
Heather Paul 9845172 
Roy Baker  9211520 
Incumbent: Rev.Tom Meyrick (rector@ksbb.org.uk) 
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WWish You 
Were Beer 
THE COVID HARMS 

With Covid showing no sign of abating any time soon, I have been 
surprised with my varying experiences in visiting local pubs and 
restaurants in the past few weeks.  
I’m not sure anyone fully understands the Government’s strategy 
for tackling the virus beyond hoping for a vaccine. The ever-
changing advice, and differences within the Union, has led to a lot 
of confusion, not helped by Government officials doing what they 
like.  
But speaking to friends, family and work colleagues, most of us 
understand the fundamental guidance that we should avoid 
situations where we could pass on or pick up the virus.  
Therefore, I had expected the new normal experiences of the 
Stratford Haven (BB August 2020) to have been refined/improved 
and implemented by all such hostelries. But from what I have seen 
there are far too many places just not bothering to do anything 
beyond a couple of signs and a bottle of sanitizer.  
It had been my understanding that all restaurants, pubs and bars 
were meant to take contract tracing details, provide socially- 
distanced tables (2m apart or partitioned), minimise social mixing 
(i.e. table service) and clean regularly.  
So I thought I’d check the official Government guidance (link at the 
end) to make sure. As the name suggests the document does not 
provide all the answers, as they will be specific to each workplace, 
but it is very thorough.  
Simply skim reading ‘Section 2 - Keeping your customers and 
visitors safe’ highlights to me that too many establishments either 
haven’t read it or aren’t willing to implement this guidance. 
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 https://www.gov.uk/guidance/working-safely-during-
coronavirus-covid-19/restaurants-offering-takeaway-or-
delivery  

Yes, the Council has the powers to close down businesses ignoring 
the advice, but we all know in reality that they don’t have the 
capacity to do this.  
Of the three local pubs visited in the past week, only one seemed to 
be adhering to the guidance. Of the other two, which were 
surprisingly busy, there was no obvious social distancing and 
drinks had to be procured from the bar ,forcing <1m distancing 
without anyone wearing face masks. The worst offender didn’t even 
take contact tracing 
details. 
It staggers me that so 
many of these 
businesses, badly 
affected by the national 
lockdown between 
March and July, are 
being so short-sighted. 
I appreciate that not all 
pub visitors will play to 
the rules, but it is the 
responsibility of every business to provide a safe environment 
which should encourage the vast majority to act sensibly.  
From a personal perspective, it seems daft to have toed the Covid 
line for home, family, work, school, shopping, haircuts and 
travelling, to then put this all in jeopardy because a pub decides it 
doesn’t apply to them.  
So I’d urge all of you to vote with your feet. As well as selecting 
your next slurp based on the quality of the ale, please look for 
Covid-responsible premises.  
There are plenty of places taking this virus seriously, and as the 
landlady of The Star in West Leake (BB October 2019) 
demonstrates by her warm welcome, it is a great way to get to 
know her punters! Maybe by supporting the responsible businesses 
this will force those less willing to up their game. 
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Answer to question on page 11: Walter Matthau 

Police patrol 
Rushcliffe area 
 
As a result of requests from the local 
community, West Bridgford 
Neighbourhood Policing Team have 
been conducting a proactive road 
related operation in the Rushcliffe area; 
both residential and arterial routes.  
Vehicles were stopped and checked for documentation, road 
worthiness and manner of driving, with the assistance of ANPR 
capability. 
A number of motorists were advised about their manner of driving 
with those deemed excessive reported for driving offences.  
A vehicle was stopped in relation to a recent theft and the 
investigation is ongoing. A further two vehicles were stopped for 
having no insurance. 

Message sent by Robert Archer  
 
 

Sign up to neighbourhood alerts 
 
If you want to find out about criminals or rogue traders in your 
area, sign up to neighbourhood alerts. The alerts, which are sent 
via email, give up-to-the-minute information about policing or 
trading standards issues, including crime prevention advice.  
Sign up to the alerts at www.neighbourhoodalert.co.uk. 
 

Christopher Paul 
Bunny Neighbourhood Watch Co-ordinator 

Tel: 984 5172  
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GARDEN AND ALLOTMENT DIARY: OCTOBER 

 
Autumn is well under way with chilly mornings and colder nights.  
The clocks go back at the end of this month, so grab every minute 
of daylight you can before the dark days of winter arrive. 
 
Harvest - It's now time to harvest your pumpkins and 
squashes. Any that are not used for Halloween will make a 
perfect supper. If you have any outdoor tomatoes left, collect the 
fruit and place them in a drawer or shoe box to complete their 
ripening. Early leeks can be lifted and main crop potatoes must be 
got out of the ground before the end of the month. Harvest the last 
of the peas and runner beans and continue to harvest carrots, 
spinach and lettuce. 
 
Sowing and planting - Sow 
winter lettuce and hardy peas 
and broad beans to provide 
you with a crop next spring. 
Plant out spring cabbage and 
overwintering onion and 
garlic. 
It is also a good time to plant 
rhubarb crowns. 
 
 
Rough dig over heavy ground and leave it in lumps to be broken 
down gradually by the winter frosts and rain.  Be prepared to 
protect overwintering crops from the worst of the winter weather.  
Clear your plot of spent crops and take down runner bean poles 
and store them somewhere cool and airy ready to use again next 
year. Stake Brussels sprouts to prevent them from being blown 
over and drag soil up around the base to give them extra support. 

 
 

Would you like an allotment? Please contact Cathy on 07803 
004582 or Sheila on 9213783. 
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By dappled rides we ambled under oaken sky 
And wandered distanced in a dream, 
Not knowing what the day would bring, 
For life downstream. 
 
We saw the wood resplendent in a sea of blue 
And peacock proud in flight serene, 
All sleeping now in fallen leaves, 
With hornet queen. 
 
Now fronds and fruits reflect the autumn sun 
And red and gold replace the green, 
Rich autumn hues paint palette new, 
In ancient scene. 
 
Though chiff-chaff’s gone, a singer lingers on 
As robin trills a subtle meme, 
Bright elven cups, ink caps appear, 
From web unseen. 
 
Soon darkness steals across the wooded way 
And petals fall and fade to grey, 
But sun will come again to light the ley, 
In proud display,  
A new today. 
 
Chris Terrell-Nield 2020 

Shades of Autumn 

Ink cap 

Elf cap fungus 
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Notes From Bunny Wood 
As we move into autumn, the greenwood puts on one last display 
as golden leaves of field maple mingle with the reddening 
hawthorn and oak. Just products of photochemistry and pigment 
breakdown, but beautiful nevertheless. There is also ground colour 
as fungi emerge to reproduce. 
Highly visible, the scarlet elf cup (Sarcoscypha austriaca) sits 
amongst the litter. Elf cups shed spores from their upper surface 
as they expand and gradually flatten, losing their cup shape. 
These fruiting bodies last quite a long time, not so the common ink 
cap (Coprinopsis atramentaria). Ink caps appear in groups on or 
around tree stumps and buried wood. Reflecting their name they 
quickly disintegrate, releasing a spore-rich liquid that has been 
used as ink. The fungus can be eaten, but is poisonous when 
consumed with alcohol – hence another common name, tippler's 
bane. 
Few birds sing now, but robins have a distinctive autumn song as 
they stake out their territories to re-assert themselves after 
moulting and a meme - an idea or pattern of behaviour passed 
from one generation to the next by non-genetic means, in this case 
by song - to persuade this year’s young to disperse. Unlike the 
confident and upbeat spring song, the autumn song is more 
subdued and melancholy.  
Adult insects become dormant, or survive until spring in a stage 
resistant to lack of food or freezing. Peacock butterflies overwinter 
in hollow trees and crevices. You may find them, colours hidden by 
black underwings, in garden sheds along with ladybirds. Like 
other wasps, only fertilized hornet queens survive winter, to start 
a new colony next year. Orb web spiders protect their eggs in 
silken sacks, but spider eggs can’t withstand freezing, so the young 
hatch and stay inside until dispersing next spring. They may eat 
the dead remains of the female, or each other if they wake and 
fancy a snack! 
 
* The poem’s rhythm is based on Forever Autumn from Jeff 
Wayne’s War of the Worlds. Appropriately, the invading Martians 
were defeated by bacteria… 
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CHIRPINGS 
Notes on birds and nature in the garden 

Some time ago there was debate about whether we should continue 
to feed nuts and seeds to garden birds all year round, since it was 
known their young were fed on grubs and insects; pieces of peanut 
were potentially dangerous for the nestlings and might choke 
them.   
The verdict was – yes, carry on feeding nuts and seeds as a quick 
ready meal for the parent birds to keep their energy levels up while 
cramming infant-food into their youngsters. Seemed good advice, 
and food is widely provided for the adult birds throughout the 
summer, though it 
is noticeable that 
the number of 
customers drops 
away a bit in late 
summer when 
natural food is 
plentiful. 
I thought no more 
about it until the 
other day I saw on 
TV the guy who 
runs Vine House 
Farm and the 
business that supplies bird foods online (all his sales include a 
contribution to RSPB or the Wildlife Trusts).  
He was telling the story of how he had so many wild birds come to 
his farm for the seeds he grew and put out for them, that he 
decided to hold an open day, and the people who came wanted to 
buy seed to take home. The outcome was a thriving business with 
ongoing support to wildlife charities.   
He shed light on why the nestlings are fed just insects. While they 
are stuck in the nest they don’t have access to water, so the moist, 
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live food their parents bring them is their only source of liquid. It 
makes a lot of sense when you think about it.  
Once out of the nest they can go for a drink, and so can deal with 
dry food like the adults.  
I looked out of the window at my apple tree, and saw quite a family 
party of fluffy young blue tits all beavering away searching for the 
insects they were used to, with quite good success rates from the 
look of it.  
After several minutes, they migrated over to the seed feeders and, 
after working out how to land, had a peck at them too, graduating 
on to the adult menu. Now they are indistinguishable from their 
parents, they don’t bother with the tree any more, and just go 
straight for the sunflower hearts ‘ready-meals”.  
The next lesson in their short lives is remembering to keep an eye 
out for the sparrowhawk…. 

Last Posting Dates for Christmas 
(Royal Mail International Economy) 

 
This is what used to be known as Surface Mail. 
 
Saturday, October 3: Australia, 
Middle and Far East (except 
Hong Kong and Singapore), New 
Zealand and all other non-
European destinations (except 
Canada, South Africa, USA) 
 
Saturday, October 10: Canada, 
Hong Kong, Singapore, South 
Africa, USA 
 
Saturday, October 31: Cyprus, Eastern Europe, Greece, Iceland, 
Malta, Turkey 
 
Saturday, November 14: Western Europe 

Christopher Paul 
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Mike’s Memories 
Mike Elliott looks back six decades to the time when 
Bunny Hall held its first dance in a generation  

In 1958 an event in Bunny went against the norm for that 
period of time - when interest in the Bunny Village Hall Fund had 
waned considerably, enough for the suggestion that the efforts to 
obtain funds for a village hall ought to be abandoned and the 
money used for other purposes.  
But on Saturday October 25 the fund came back in favour with 
their Grand Autumn Ball held in Bunny Hall. It was the first 
dance to be held in the village for nearly a generation and offered 
the opportunity for many village residents to see inside the Hall, a 
21,438 square feet Grade I listed country house. 
The interest in the event organised by the hall committee, of which 
I was secretary, was tremendous. Traffic through the village was 
the heaviest for many yeas as cars began to arrive for the event, 
and kit was necessary for the police to be called to help deal with 
the traffic in the Hall grounds. 
By 9.15pm on the night the organisers had to announce that from 
that time it would be ticket only, and by the end of the evening 
more than 400 people were present in the rooms. 
During the evening world-famous rose grower Harry Wheatcroft 
and his wife were present, and Mr. Harry Williams formerly of 
Bunny was the M.C. Among the guests was Mr. P. J. Wightman, 
managing editor of the West Bridgford and Clifton Standard. 
A bus that was to take the patrons home to Loughborough ran off 
the road on the way to the Hall. Although no one was injured, it 
took over an hour to release the bus, and the intending passengers 
had to make their own way home. 
The village population of 600 was nearly doubled for the event, and 
a local person aptly summed it up as follows: ”It was like Bunny 
Wakes night, with the people milling around, coloured lights and 
music from the Hall rooms.” 
The Rancliffe Arms took the overflow of the people who were not 
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admitted to the dance, and remained open until 11pm, one hour 
later than usual. 
At the time, although the upper rooms of the Hall were occupied, 
its ground floor was not, and the power had had to be restored in 
time for the event.  

We never realised the support we would get, and on the night 
cloakroom facilities became a problem. We only arranged for the 
power to be put back on the ground floor and with many of the 

At the dance are (L-R) Mrs J Dearden, Mr A Austin, Mrs Lewis, 
Harry Wheatcroft, Mrs Wheatcroft, Mrs Pat Edwards, Mr D Lewis, 
Mike Elliott, Rev W Metcalfe and Mrs A Williams. Mike says: “I’ve 
never really smoked in my life but just as the picture was being 
taken Mrs Edwards, who lived at Bunny Hall, handed me her cig 
and said ‘don’t let anyone see me smoking’ and I had to hold it!”  
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ladies attending being in evening dresses their coats had to be 
taken and stored.  
The only place we had was on the stair bannisters up to the first 
floor, where there was no power. It became a very difficult job at 
the end of the night to find any particular coat in the dark but 
then the police officer came to our rescue by loaning us his torch. 
I was assigned to go up and down the stairs to find the coats, and 
at times it was difficult because many of the expensive gowns to 
me - a 20-year-old at the time - looked the same, and often I had to 
return more than once to find the correct one. 
Tickets for the event were priced at one guinea each. 

Loughborough 06:15 then at these times 18:15 
Rempstone 06:24 hourly until  18:24 
Costock 06:26  18:26 
Bunny School 06:30  18:30 
Ruddington 06:34  18:34 
ASDA  06:41  18:41 
Nottingham 06:51  18:51 
Crown Court     
      
Nottingham     
Crown Court 07:00 then at these times 19:00 
ASDA  07:09 hourly until  19:09 
Ruddington 07:15  19:15 
Bunny School 07:19  19:19 
Costock 07:24  19:24 
Rempstone 07:27  19:27 
Loughborough 07:38 19:38  

REVISED BUS 
TIMETABLE 
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Shops in Keyworth and Ruddington were the two runners-up in 
the first annual Best Local Shop Awards for Rushcliffe. 
Over 400 votes were received for nearly 50 shops, with residents 
nominating a range of retailers from their local grocery store to 
hardware shops, boutiques, newsagents and post offices. 
The winner was The Good Weigh in Trent Boulevard, Lady Bay, a 
crowd-funded enterprise which sells groceries with zero-waste and 
packaging.   
But the runners-up were The Little Boutique in Keyworth and The 
Bottle Top in Ruddington. Rushcliffe MP Ruth Edwards visited the 
runners-up to present their certificates and discuss the current 
business climate in Rushcliffe. 
She said: “Rushcliffe’s small-business community has done a huge 
amount to support their customers and its nice to give some 
recognition of that. 
“I would like to thank everyone who nominated a local shop and 
offer many congratulations to all the nominees, particularly our 
runners-up. The Little Boutique and The Bottle Top are fantastic 
businesses with incredibly loyal customers, they greatly deserve 
this recognition.” 
The Good Weigh 
owner Kate Cox 
(pictured right with 
Ruth Edwards) 
said: “It's been a 
really tough time 
for a lot of 
businesses during 
the epidemic, we've 
all had to adapt 
and change the 
way we do things 
and think about 
how we can get 
goods to the  
community while a lot of them were afraid to leave their homes.” 

‘Best Local Shop’ announced 
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BBack In The Day 

 
Engineering company Ransome and Marles opened a satellite 
factory in Gotham Lane, Bunny, after its main factory in Newark 
was heavily bombed during the Second World War. It was felt 
another production site was needed in case the main site was put 
permanently out of action.  
The factory produced roller bearings for motor and aircraft 
engines. Over 300 people were employed to work two twelve-hour 
shifts for seven days a week. The factory played a vital role in 
keeping the armed forces operational during the war.  
In 1962 a car carrying the wages from the Newark factory to 
Bunny was held up at Ruddington; the money and the culprits 
were never found!  
The factory finally closed in 1972. 

 
Roger Sewell, Bunny History Society 
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BUNNY BULLETIN INFORMATION 
 
ONLINE 
Editions can be viewed online at www.bunnyvillage.org.uk. 
 
DIARY PAGES 
If you are holding an event and would like it included in the 
Village Diary pages, please contact Heather on 0115 9845172. 
 
COPY 
E-mail copy to: editor.bunnybulletin@gmail.com. Please send text 
articles as Word documents (.docx); spreadsheets as Excel files 
(.xls) and pictures as JPEGs (.jpg). Handwritten items can be deliv-
ered to Erica at 34 Main Street (please include a contact number). 
 
COPY DEADLINE 
Deadline for next edition: Monday October 19 
Delivery of next edition: Weekend of October 31 / November 1 
  
ADVERTISING 
Enquiries to cjeanb36@hotmail.com. 

DISTRIBUTION 
If you have not received your current issue, contact your local 
distributor or ring Phil Brown on 0115 9211791. 
 
COMMITTEE 
Editor: editor.bunnybulletin@gmail.com.  
Invoicing & Minutes: Chris Brown, 36 Main Street, 9211791 
Diary Editor & Treasurer:  Heather Paul, 148 Loughborough Road, 
9845172 
 
Disclaimer: Any opinions expressed in the Bunny Bulletin are not necessarily 
those of the Editorial Committee, who reserve the right to edit material as and 
when it is considered appropriate. 
 
Please note: Articles in the Bunny Bulletin are for circulation to the residents of 
Bunny village and for others by subscription only. The information they contain is 
not to be printed in any other publication without the author’s express permission. 
This also applies to articles viewable on the village website. 
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LOCAL GROUPS 

 
 
 Allotments 
 Sheila 0115 9213783 or Cathy 07803 004582 
 
 Baby & Toddlers 
 Nikki 07944 687260 or Steve 07843 052914 
 
 Bunny Improvement Group 
 Pete 0115 9213213 (petepearson44@gmail.com) 
 
 Church Bell Ringing 
 Marilyn 0115 9844081 
 
 Church Choir 
 Heather 0115 9845172 
 
 Community Choir 
 Kate 0115 9847090 (kate.m.hunt@outlook.com)  
 
 Fabric Fundraisers 
 Jan 0115 9841570 
 
 Friends of Bunny School 
 friendsofbunnyschool@gmail.com 
 
 Gardeners 
 Graham 0115 9846253 
 
 Handbells 
 John 0115 9211335 
 
 History 
 Roger 0115 9216596 
 
 Lunch Bunch 
 Jan 0115 9841570 
 
 Messy Church 
 Joey (joeyhamilton102@gmail.com) 
 
 Women's Institute 
 Angi 07970 801709  
 angelacharlesworth@hotmail.co.uk 
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USEFUL TELEPHONE NUMBERS   

Bunny Primary School 0115 921 2727 
Church House Surgery, Ruddington 0115 984 7101 
Church View Dental Practice, Ruddington 0115 984 8024 
Crimestoppers UK 0800 555111 
East Leake Health Centre 01509 852181 
East Leake Leisure Centre 01509 852956 
Electricity Loss of Supply  105 
Floodline 0345 988 1188 
Gas Emergency 0800 111999 
Hate Crime Helpline 0800 138 1625 
Keyworth Dental Surgery 0115 937 5828 
Keyworth Health Centre 0115 937 3527 
Keyworth Leisure Centre 0115  937 5582 
Keyworth Library 0115 937 3509 
Leakline & Sewer Problems 0800 783 4444 
Neighbourhood Watch Co-ordinator 0115 984 5172 
NHS Direct  111 
Nottingham City Hospital 0115 969 1169 
Nottinghamshire County Council 0300 500 8080 
Police (if crime in progress call 999)  101 
Queen's Medical Centre 0115 924 9924 
Ruddington Library 0115 921 2309 
Ruddington Medical Centre 0115 921 1144 
Rushcliffe Borough Council 0115 981 9911 
South Wolds Academy 0115 937 3506 
Telephone Preference Service 0207 291 3320 
Treeline Dental Care, Keyworth 0115 937 2226 
Village Dental Practice, East Leake 01509 852399 
Village Hall Administrator 0115  984 6466 


