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EDITORIAL
So Tier 3 it is then, for at least 28 days;
and after that, who knows? A new Tier 4
level has already been mooted by some,
while further down the road - just in case
it’s decided that ‘tiers are not enough’ - a
return to full lockdown is not out of the
question.
You can read more on p12/13 about why
Rushcliffe was placed in the highest tier.
In other Covid news, a local pub (not the
Rancliffe) has been fined for accepting a
booking of more than 30 people for a
birthday party, see p14 for details.
Elsewhere, roadworks seem to be sprouting up all over the place
(p15); while the report by Ruth Edwards MP on flooding has been
published (p16/17).
And while it’s not exactly Watergate or the Panama Papers, the
Bulletin has had some success in chasing up the road signs (or
lack of road signs) on the back road to Wysall - see the story on
p22 for more.
Last but definitely not least, I’d like to thank two of the Bulletin’s
longest-serving distributors for all their work over the years, as
they finally hang up their plastic delivery bags.
Dylan and Billy Jowett have been pushing the Bulletin through
letterboxes along their particular part of Loughborough Road for
nearly ten years. At the ages of 17 and 16 they are now taking a
break, and frankly who can blame them? So this seems the right
time to let them know that their work has been much
appreciated - as indeed is the work of all our distributors who
continue to deliver the Bulletin month after month, whatever the
weather and however bad the pun on the front page. Thanks for
all your efforts.
* Which actor plays unscrupulous reporter (aren’t they all) Chuck
Tatum in the 1951 film Ace in the Hole, above? Answer on p29.
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LATEST NEWS: LATEST NEWS: LATEST NEWS

Why Rushcliffe has gone

LATEST NEWS: LATEST NEWS: LATEST NEWS

into tier 3 for Covid

On Monday October 12, Tier 2 Covid alert levels (’high’) were
imposed on Rushcliffe, with a number of restrictions including not
socialising indoors with anybody outside your household or support
bubble, and not socialising anywhere outside in a group of more
than six.
So was it inevitable that the borough would then move into the
Tier 3 alert level (‘very high’), as it has done this week?
On the day that Tier 2 restrictions came in, Rushcliffe had had 267
positive cases per 100,000 population over a period seven days (not
in fact the seven previous days, but up to October 8, as there is a
slight delay in reporting).
That gave it the 36th highest rate out of 320 local authorities in
the country. (Nottingham, by contrast, had the highest rate with
830 cases per 100,000.)
A couple of days later, Rushcliffe had gone up to a rate of 320; two
days after that it was 339;
and by October 17 it had risen
to 365.
At the time of writing, the
Rushcliffe rate had risen
further to 386, an increase of
45% in just two weeks.
Meanwhile Nottingham had
fallen to 566 (a decrease of
32%) over the same period.
Given those stark figures, and an average rate across England of
just over 200, it seems inevitable that Rushcliffe was heading
towards Tier 3.
The difference between Tiers 2 and 3 is not just that the latter has
tighter restrictions, but also that there can be much more variation
between areas even though they might be at the same alert level.
So all Tier 3 areas will have the same ‘baseline’ restrictions,

including that you must not socialise indoors or outdoors in any
private garden or most hospitality venues with anybody you do not
live with or have formed a support bubble with (the rule of six still
applies in outdoor public spaces); and that pubs and bars can only
remain open if they serve ‘substantial’ meals.
However, there are also a range of additional measures that can be
taken, including closing all hospitality venues except those offering
takeaway and delivery, closing leisure centres and gyms, and
closing public buildings such as libraries.
The Bulletin went to press before the details of these specific
measures were announced.
But the four local councils
affected by the change Nottingham, Rushcliffe,
Broxtowe and Gedling - put
out a joint statement on
Monday saying: "The new
measures will expire in 28
days and will be closely
monitored by Government
and local partners.
“The single package of measures across these specific areas will be
formally announced [on October 27] and have been agreed to
achieve a sustained reduction in infection rates, especially to help
protect our vulnerable residents, the NHS and social care services.
“A package of support similar to those secured in other parts of the
country has been agreed to help residents and businesses who will
be impacted by the new restrictions.
Leader of Rushcliffe Borough Council, Cllr Simon Robinson, said:
“We know we are asking residents and businesses to make ever
more sacrifices, but they are necessary to ensure we can restrict
transmission of COVID-19 and protect lives.”
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Pub fined for breaching Covid rules

Traffic problems set to last six months

The White Horse in Ruddington received a £1,000 fixed penalty
notice for breaching Covid-19 rules after accepting a booking of 34
people for a birthday party celebration.
Rushcliffe Borough Council fined the pub for hosting the booking of
more than six people on September 26, contravening restrictions
for the hospitality industry.
The business admitted the error
and paid the fine within 14 days,
reducing it to £500. It had initially
refused an enquiry to host 72
people at the event, but then went
ahead with 34 attending.
The council says it is working
closely with bar, restaurant and
hospitality business owners across
the borough to advise and support on central government
guidelines to operate in a Covid-secure environment including
collecting customer details for track and trace purposes.
It has visited over 230 hospitality businesses in recent weeks to
help business owners adapt to new laws and written to all its
licensed premises on how they can receive support.
The council’s cabinet portfolio holder for neighbourhoods, Cllr Rob
Inglis, said: “This was an exceptionally disappointing occurrence
that an error of this magnitude could be made, and left us with no
option but to serve the fine.
“It’s so tough for businesses currently, we want to support them
wherever we can to operate, but the rules have been simplified and
we will not tolerate complacency when it comes to regulations that
are designed to protect the health of our residents.
“The vast majority of business owners across Rushcliffe are taking
their responsibilities around Covid operating very seriously and
with the current rise in cases in Nottinghamshire it is vital all play
their part.
“It’s hugely important that businesses remain diligent and
implement all necessary measures to keep their premises secure for
customers and help tackle the rising number of cases.”

Have you driven through Ruddington during morning or evening
rush hour recently? Don’t.
Three-way traffic lights on the A60 Loughborough Road at the
junction with Mere Way have been causing significant delays - and
the roadworks are not set to end until March 26.
It’s all part of the housing development which will see 180 new
homes built on land to the east of the A60, surrounding the
Balmore Country House nursing home on three sides.
As part of the development, a number of changes are taking place
to the road layout nearby. The work currently taking place is to:
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* Install a toucan
crossing point;
* Widen the footway;
* Upgrade the street
lighting;
* Install access for the
housing development;
* Upgrade the existing
surface water drain;
* Widen approaches
onto the roundabout;
* Resurface the
carriageway, add white
lining and anti skid.
Nottinghamshire County Council says it is “carrying out essential
works in this area. This is to ensure that we provide a safe and
reliable road network to our road users.”
So far there seems little evidence of weekend working, even
through the lights have remained in place. And the situation has
been made even worse this week by more roadworks near to the
permanent A60 traffic lights at the junction with Flawforth Lane.
Still, at least I haven't mentioned the four-way traffic lights in the
centre of Ruddington recently.

MP publishes flooding report
Rushcliffe MP Ruth Edwards has published a report into local
flooding problems following a series of meetings including one held
in Bunny church earlier this year.
The village experienced significant flooding in November 2109, and
also in February this year during Storms Ciara and Dennis. The
report aims to outline the actions needed to reduce the flooding
risk to villages across the constituency.
For Bunny, the MP said in the report that she had raised the
following issues with the relevant agency:
* Flooding reportedly caused by blockages and collapses of the old
culverts which provide the street drainage for Main Street and
Moor Lane;
* Flooding of the A60 towards Ruddington, also the country road to
Wysall and Gotham Lane towards East Leake;
* Flooding at the junction of the A60 and Albert Road;
* Road scrapings from recent resurfacing blocking drains;
* Residents reporting that Fairham Brook was obstructed by
debris;
* Residents finding it difficult to get hold of Severn Trent to report
on a range of issues including sewage in the street; problems cited
included very long wait times, long windows to investigate
problems and no record of previous calls.
She also highlighted two ‘significant local measures that need
addressing’:
(1) “The parish council has been in contact with Severn Trent to
discuss the issue of sewage in the flood water. At the time of
writing, they had not had a reply. This issue is incredibly serious
for the health of all villagers and so pursuing this matter with
Severn Trent was a priority. I have contacted Severn Trent to raise
this issue and find out what the status of drain assessment is and
whether sealing is possible.”
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(2) “Concerns were raised by the parish council about the impact of
new housing on flooding in the village. Rushcliffe Borough Council
(RBC) has done a huge amount to protect communities and prevent
development which exacerbates flooding problems….I have
requested a meeting with Rushcliffe Borough Council to discuss
the impact of new housing on flood issues across the constituency
and whether national policies need to be amended to do more to
prevent development exacerbating flood issues. “
The MP said: “I have seen firsthand the devastating impact the
flooding last winter had on
communities across Rushcliffe.
We saw homes flooded, villages
cut off, streets and even homes
flooded with sewage infested
water.
“Since last winter a lot of work
has been done by a lot of people
to reduce the risk of flooding and
I would like to thank local
councillors and officials at
Nottinghamshire County Council
for all their hard work. We must
however now tackle some of the
structural causes which require
changes at a national level.
“I can’t promise that areas will never flood again, even if we do
achieve every aim of this report. But my hope is that by working
collaboratively to tackle these key issues across the constituency
we can build on what has been done already to drastically reduce
the future risk of flooding in our area.”
She also said she would look at national issues which need
addressing, including whether local authorities require additional
powers in order to reduce the flood risk from new developments.

The full report, ‘How can we tackle flooding in Rushcliffe?’, can be
viewed here - https://www.ruthedwards.org.uk/storm-dennis-20192020-flood-report.
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BUNNY PARISH COUNCIL MINUTES
Minutes of the meeting held by Zoom on Thursday Sep 18
Present: Izumi Featherstone (Chairman), Steve Stubbs, David
Beckford, John Berridge, John Alldred, Nigel Sutton, Chris Rogers,
Rhiannon Jenkins Tsang, Maria Webb.
Minutes of the meeting held on July 28, 2020
Coun Jenkins-Tsang contested the minutes and said an item on
planning involving an application for the erection of four dwellings
had not been recorded to give an accurate reflection of the decision
made. The council approved the minutes as presented on a vote of
3-1. Coun Jenkins-Tsang informed the council that she was
resigning with immediate effect and left the meeting.
Coun Berridge said in 2008 a Court of Appeal judgement approved
by the Supreme Court found that responsible planning authorities
should only grant planning permission for additional housing if
drainage and sewage infrastructure is capable of dealing with the
additional load without ecological damage. In practice, under the
Town and Country Planning Act 1990, this means that the
developer must bear the expense of necessary improvements as a
condition of planning permission being granted. It was clarified by
vote that the minutes of the PC meeting of July 28th correctly
reflected this conditionality.
The chairman offered thanks to the former member for her efforts
for the council while serving on it.
Report from the district and county council member
There was no report, but the clerk said Coun Adair had intimated
he had £200 available to give to the council from his community
fund.
Village plan
The meeting agreed to form a sub-committee to look into the
question of a village plan being formulated. Couns Berridge,
Stubbs and Featherstone agreed to serve on it. The clerk was to
circulate some paperwork on the subject to members.
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Correspondence

Rushcliffe Borough Council presented a Covid-19 rules statement,
following new rules on social distancing applied on September 14,
and said following a slight increase in the number of cases in
Rushcliffe they are requesting everyone to share health messages
in their area to play a part in tackling the transmission rate.
Mr Peter Pearson advised that residents on Ash Lane at Costock
were attempting to have the road in front of their homes made
private and notices to that effect had been erected. The council
agreed with Costock Parish Council to support objections to a move
to make the road in question a private road.
Eon wrote in respect of the new contract for the village hall gas
supply. The clerk was asked to see if the ending of the current
contract in January 2021 contract coincided with the electricity
contract, and to advise Coun Rogers of the details.

NatWest Bank offered the council the opportunity to switch its
account to another bank in an exercise aimed at cutting any
monopoly the big banks have. If the council did decide to witch to
any of the eight banks taking part in the project, the receiving
bank would give the parish council £1,500. Members discussed the
situation and felt there was no reason to change, after the clerk
had reported that NatWest bank make no charges on the council
for the accounts they have.
Severn Trent Water responded to a letter from the clerk on Main
Street and Moor Lane flooding and problems of sewage. They said
they would be reviewing both locations of part of the hydraulic
flooding verification process which allows them to prioritise the
locations that require immediate mitigation or more complex
situations.
Rushcliffe Borough Council had allowed 100 per cent small
business rates relief on the Village Hall. Rushcliffe Borough
Council were supporting the plans of the Allotments Association to
tap into the existing water supply on their site.
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Notts County Council had approved the Covid-19 £500 grant
application.
Bunny website
Village Hall information will be updated when refurbishment
complete. Coun Stubbs to overview website.
Highway matters
It was agreed to request removal of the waste bin by Albert Road
bus shelter and the metal chair on the A60 Loughborough Road.
The county council to be asked to cutback and maintain the
footpath along side A60 Loughborough Road south of the village
towards Bunny woods. It felt there is a need to cut back hedge
along A60 from Albert Road to the school. A letter had been sent to
Highways regarding problems of flooding and drainage on A60.
Planning
20/02010 S Finch/Ms J Harrison. Chestnut Farm, Bunny Hill,
Create new vehicle access. No objection.
20/01871/ful Martin Roberts, 36 Victoria Road. Extend front
porch with rendered finish. No objection.
20/01900/LBC Mr & Mrs Whyte, Fairholme Farm, Main Street.
Contemporary extension of existing barn conversion creating a 5bedroom family dwelling, including repair and part replacement of
roof, repair of external walls, new opening created on gable ends
and associated internal and external alterations. No objection.
20/02150 Richard Capp, 28 Moor Lane. Erect garden office in rear
garden. No objection.
Village hall
The chairman said a decision granting the go-ahead with tidying
and removing unwanted electricals in the village hall before
painting takes place had been agreed. This to be overseen by Coun
Sutton and Coun Featherstone. A letter was to be sent to the
Charities of the decisions of refurbishment.
It was agreed to have an area of paint removed off the beams by a
contractor to assess the state of wood in the village hall before
further decision to paint the beams. Members to look at the broken
floor tiles in the hall before making decisions regarding flooring.
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Fire alarm: Agreed to go ahead with the installation of fire alarm
system by ADT. The fire alarm system is required in the village
hall by current regulations. Coun Beckford will organise. A further
quote for outside emergency lighting will be obtained from the
same company.

Finance
Payment of Accounts were approved as per the circulated list.
A government grant of £10,000 received. Agreement to fire alarm
installation by ADT. To spend Coun Adair £200 on new signage for
the Village Hall. Agreement to refurbish two exterior notice boards
at the village hall for the sum of £140. Coun Stubbs and Coun.
Featherstone to look into grants to fund new doors for the village
hall.
Environment
Allotment green- Council give permission to continue the storage of
equipment to maintain the allotment area, the equipment must be
made safe for the public.
Agreement to remove saplings on the allotment green but no
reduction of tree branches this time The meeting agreed that
existing arrangements for use of the allotment site be continued.
The council would look at provision of a low fence to cordon off an
area used for equipment storage.
Covid-19
Bunny Buddies continues to do good work in the village. All
members have stayed on the register to help and assist the
community members during the winter months.
Carbon neutral activity
Rushcliffe requires to be carbon neutral by 2030. Coun. Rogers to
look into renewable energy and new electrical/gas contracts.

* Please note these are draft minutes which are subject to final
approval by the council.
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What is the proper
For such a small road, the lane that runs from Loughborough Road
to Wysall Road has a bit of a controversial history.
We’re not talking about the way some people seem to regard it as a
semi-official council tip. And it’s not about the time back in 2004
when the parish council asked about closing the lane off to all
traffic except farm
traffic, and the
county council said
‘not on your
nellie’ (or words to
that effect).
No, the reason for
the controversy is
that no-one knows
what to call it.
There are no road
signs, and the
different local
authorities have
often been at odds
about what its name should be.
Back in 2016 Bunny Parish Council asked if it could officially be
called Wysall Lane, but Rushcliffe Borough Council - which is
responsible for naming roads - didn’t support the proposal.
What do you call it? Windy Lane seems to be one favourite (as in
twisting and turning, rather than forever blowing a gale). I’ve seen
Gotham Lane East used by police, although the official position
of the local constabulary is that it doesn’t have a name. And Lane
Near the Rope Swing is popular in our family, although
admittedly you’d struggle to fit it on a road sign. But here are the
leading contenders as it stands at the moment:

Nothing
Ordnance Survey, Google Maps, Nottinghamshire Police and
Streetmap don’t give it a name at all. (Some Ordnance Survey
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name for this road?
maps do show the Midshires Way marked along it, but this is a
walking route rather than a road name.)
Pros: Streets with no name are useful if you feel the urge to run
along singing, “I want to run, I want to hide, I want to tear down
the walls that hold me inside!”
Cons: It’s a bit of a cop-out, really. As with people, bands and
communicable diseases, it’s easier all round if roads have names.
Wysall Lane
This is the name that
Bunny Parish Council
calls it, and probably
most people in the
village, too. Council
clerk Mike Elliot says
he’s certainly known it
as this since the 1940s,
when he used to go
down the lane to pick
rose hips for the school
on a Wednesday
morning (the national curriculum was slightly less regimented in
those days).
And former parish council chairman Graham Norbury says: “The
lane has always been known to locals as either Wysall Lane or
Windy Lane.”
Pros: If it ain’t broke, why fix it?
Cons: Unfortunately there are already lots of other roads called
Wysall Lane - for example in Keyworth, Costock, Widmerpool and
Rempstone. And in fact there’s already a Wysall Lane in Bunny.
Although maps show that the road which goes down the back of
Bunny Hall and up to Wysall is called Wysall Road, according to
the borough council its official name is actually Wysall Lane. It’s
called this from the junction with Pendock Lane right to Bunny
Old Wood, where it becomes Bradmore Road. So if this was the
official name you’d have Wysall Lane leading to...Wysall Lane.
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Fairham Brook Lane
Rushcliffe Borough Council and Via East Midlands, which
manages roads for Nottinghamshire County Council, both say it
should be this.
Pros: This does seem to be the most widely-accepted name, outside
of the village at least. The borough council says that this is the
name that has been used as far back as anyone can remember, and
there’s no reason to change it now.
Cons: Nobody from Bunny has ever said, “I’m just going for a walk
down Fairham Brook Lane”.
For a while there
was an impasse
between the
borough council and
parish council.
Then, in 2018, the
borough offered a
compromise deal
whereby signs
would be put up on
the road saying
‘Fairham Brook
Lane, also known as
Wysall Lane’ - and
the parish council accepted this.
So far this has still not happened.
However, when the Bulletin contacted Rushcliffe Borough Council
to ask why the signs hadn’t been put up yet, we were told it was
simply because it hadn’t been processed, and that someone would
now get onto it so that the signs were installed during the next few
weeks.
A Rushcliffe Borough Council spokesperson said: “We are pleased
work is now progressing on the installation of road signs at the
location that will confirm its name as Fairham Brook Lane also
known as Wysall Lane.
“Our teams have re-prioritised this installation which should now
be in place by December.”
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NORBURY NATTERS
Big Bin Brush-up
A programme to smarten up the waste bins in the village is under
way, with the bins at the church, school and Parkyns Close bus
stops receiving a fresh coat of black paint. The gold lettering is to
follow, weather, steady hand and time permitting. The school bus
stop bin featured ‘Rovers Revenge’ in the form of a large quantity
of doggie bags which stopped the bin from closing properly.
Rushcliffe BC have now removed the redundant round bin at the
Albert Road bus stop. A replacement for the missing inner bin of
the one at the Gotham Lane bus Stop has been requested, prior to
repainting, or replacement.

Plaster Plant Poser
Roger’s article on Ransome and Marles and the one on the Silver
Seal mine in the previous edition were reminders that the striking
Art Deco main building predated their arrival. It was built in the
late 1930s by one of British Gypsum’s predecessors and was
thought to have been intended as a plaster mill. Some years ago,
there was a suggestion that the building should be granted listed
building status. Unfortunately, the original planning application to
the then Basford Rural District Council was lost in a fire and any
company records have disappeared with the various takeovers.
Bunny bomb base
The History Group recently received an enquiry about the army
camp off Wysall Lane. In 1947 this was the HQ of 1 Bomb Disposal
Squadron with a large number of German POWs on its roll, housed
at a number of POW camps around the country. The correspondent
had a special interest in postal marks of King George VI’s reign
and also ran a website on German POW camps. Any more
information on the camp would be welcome.
Covid Clampdown
The introduction of Tier 2 and then Tier 3 measures was to be
expected given the Nottingham inspection rate. Nevertheless, we
are fortunate to be living in a rural community such as Bunny.
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VILLAGE DIARY FOR NOVEMBER
Date

Time

Event

Place

2

Monday

Return to school

4

Wednesday

Grey Bin Day

11

Wednesday

Blue & Green Bin Day

16

Monday

Bulletin deadline

18

Wednesday

25

Wednesday

26

Thursday

REVISED BUS

TIMETABLE

Loughborough

06:15

then at these times

18:15

Rempstone

06:24

hourly until

18:24

Costock

06:26

18:26

Bunny School

06:30

18:30

Grey Bin Day

Ruddington

06:34

18:34

Blue & Green Bin Day

ASDA

06:41

18:41

Nottingham
Crown Court

06:51

18:51

1.30pm

Mobile library

Hill Top
Convent

2.05pm

Mobile library

Church View

2.30pm

Mobile library

Albert Road

A Communion service will be held for members of the Benefice in
St Mary's Church each Sunday at 10.30am. The elderly or infirm
are advised not to attend. Anyone who has been exposed to
Covid19 must not attend, though due precautions will be enforced.

Nottingham
Crown Court

07:00

then at these times

19:00

ASDA

07:09

hourly until

19:09

Ruddington

07:15

19:15

Bunny School

07:19

19:19

Costock

07:24

19:24

Rempstone

07:27

19:27

Loughborough

07:38

19:38

VILLAGE HALL HIRE COSTS
Large and small hall together: £8 per hour (or £9 after 6pm)
Small hall only: £4 per hour
Commercial rate for full hall hire: £12 per hour
To book, please contact Andrew Featherstone on
07397 189535 or 0115 98 4646
Email Bunny.villagehall@outlook.com
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St Mary the Virgin Bunny with
Bradmore Parish Church
Churchwardens:
Heather Paul 9845172
Roy Baker
9211520
Incumbent:
Rev.Tom Meyrick (rector@ksbb.org.uk)
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‘Wild boar’ not a boar at all?
A reader has been in touch to suggest that the wild boar alert
mentioned in the previous issue is likely to have been a case of
mistaken identity.
The primary school
sent out the alert on
September 7 saying
a member of the
public had seen a
boar near the
allotments. But the
reader says it could
well have been a
muntjac deer (right
and below) instead.
“There are lots of
muntjacs about around this area”,
he said. “They like to help themselves to the fruit from the trees
in my garden.
“Some time last year there was one lying at the side of the A60,
just over Bunny Hill near the
convent.
“There was also one in the road at
Kegworth Road in Gotham, and I
have also been informed of
another muntjac road kill near
Hillside Farm on Bunny Hill.”
The British Deer Society
describes muntjacs as “a small
but stocky species of deer” that
are around half a metre tall at
the shoulder. Adult bucks weigh
between 10 and 18kg, and have small, straight antlers.

NOT SO FAST!
It was interesting to read in the August Bulletin of the proposal
to introduce a 30mph speed limit on the A60 through Bradmore,
and on Bradmore Lane and Pendock Lane at their junction with
the A60.
Not a moment too soon, as this stretch of the A60 through
Bradmore has been the site of many accidents, including a
number of which were extremely serious.
Bunny has had a 30 limit for some years now but, apart from
when the police speed vans are in position or when a 30mph
driver refuses to be rattled
by being tailgated by
another driver and sticks
to the speed limit, much of
the traffic exceeds the
limit.
Since the advent of Covid,
and particularly during
lockdown when there was
little traffic, police forces
all over the country
reported huge increases in
speeding as some
motorists and motor
cyclists took advantage of
the clear roads.
Those of us who live on or walk along Loughborough Road will
have noticed this reckless behaviour.
Only a permanent speed camera at each end of the village will
solve the problem. Is it about time that we started a discussion
about this?
In the meanwhile perhaps wheelie bin stickers (easily found
online) would help?
Kate Hunt

Answer to question on page 11: Kirk Douglas
28
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Thefts from sheds and garages
Officers urge residents in the Rushcliffe
area to remain vigilant after a spate of
thefts from sheds and garages. We appeal
to anyone with information or CCTV to
come forward to help with our enquires.
We are aware of a several areas which are
being targeted by thieves and urge
residents throughout Rushcliffe to take
heed of the advice given below; in one
recent garage burglary, nothing was
stolen as a security light and battery operated alarm scared the
offenders off before they could steal anything. Please pass this
information on to all your family, friends and neighbours.
Our houses are often protected by complex locks and alarm
systems, yet we rarely protect our garages or sheds in the same
way. Many are often detached from our houses and sometimes
isolated at the bottom of our gardens where there is little light or
protection from thieves.
Try to fit some sort of security light. Good locks on doors and
windows and if possible some sort of alarm, these will deter all but
the most determined. If there is no power there are some quite
reasonably priced battery-operated alarms and solar-powered
security lights available on line.
If possible you should also consider securing valuable items such
as lawn mowers and bicycles; one idea is to use large metal rings
screwed into the frame of a shed and into the wall or floor of a
garage, then secure the item to the ring using a bicycle cable lock.
Carren Tate (Police, Staff, Rushcliffe)
SCAM: A friend of mine received an e-mail purporting to be from
the DVLA requesting they confirm their details of their Standing
Order for their car tax. It looked very convincing but is blatant
phishing as must be assumed for all unsolicited communications.
The government departments and banks still use posted letters.
Christopher Paul (9845172)
Bunny Neighbourhood Watch Co-ordinator
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GARDEN AND ALLOTMENT DIARY: NOVEMBER
There is just enough daylight to clear and tidy up your plot of any
old crops in preparation for next year.
Harvest - Start to harvest winter cabbage, Brussels sprouts, leeks
and parsnips. Wait until after a frost for the parsnips as the
chilling effect turns the starches into sugars which gives them
their natural sweetness. Pick the Brussels sprouts from the
bottom of the stalk upwards and snap off any yellow leaves to
ensure good air circulation around the plants.
Sowing and planting It is not too late to take a
chance on a sowing of
broad beans if it is done
early in the month.
Transplant October sown
lettuces to grow on under
cloches. Although winter
varieties are tough
enough to withstand most
British winters, it is
always best to have some
protection to hand in case we have a particularly cold snap. Now is
also a good time to plant new fruit trees and bushes. Soft fruit
bushes can also be moved now if needed as well.
Digging is the priority job for this month so try and get as much
done before the end of the year. Collect fallen leaves and make a
leaf mould stack.
This now completes a whole year of diaries and we hope you have
found them useful. From December we will be bringing back the
recipes for you to enjoy.

Would you like an allotment? Please contact Cathy on 07803
004582 or Sheila on 9213783.
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A LEAFY FATE
I once fluttered high, sunbathing in light,
Then swapped green for gold in lengthening
night.
Whisked clean from my twig in windy day
flight,
Committing myself to uncertain plight,
I’m spiralling, spiralling, down to the ground,
Playing my part in life’s merry-go-round.
I’m here in the mould with hordes of my kin, Bunny Wood field
A feast as the bugs and fungi begin,
maple in autumn
To strip clean my veins, my gold lamina thin,
Of nutrients rich and cellular skin.
Close nibbled and shrivelled and deep in the mound,
Future is stark as I’m firmly earthbound.
As time does its work with microbes and
frost,
My frame turns to dust, but all is not lost.
For springtime’s delight I’ll weather this
cost,
To wake up the wood this Rubicon’s crossed.
So cycle of life goes around and around,
And the old wood will be vernally gowned,

Chris Terrell-Nield 2020

A decaying field maple
leaf
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Notes From Bunny Wood
An autumn walk in the wood presents a land of many colours,
prominent amongst which is the field maple (Acer campestre). The
UK's only native maple, it grows in woods and other habitats. It is
widely planted in gardens and parks because it is compact and
pollution tolerant.
Acers respond well to coppicing and we have many ride side multistemmed specimens. Like many other trees, field maple sheds its
coloured leaves and spends winter bare-branched. So, why do
leaves change colour, and trees shed them?
With colder, shorter days, conversion of carbon dioxide and water
into sugars becomes less efficient. The tree breaks down the
chlorophyll responsible for this photosynthesis, revealing the
underlying pigments in the cells, first yellow, then red-brown.
The resulting nutrients are stored for next season’s flowers and
foliage.
Apart from conserving nutrients, deciduous trees shed their leaves
to reduce damage by winter gales (remember the trees felled by
unseasonal summer ones?). It also helps to reduce water loss. Also,
if leaves remained they could freeze and die, and branches be
broken by heavy snowfall.
Trees that don’t shed their leaves either have a waxy layer or
needles as in conifers, whose growth form is often evolved to shed
snow like a steep-pitched alpine roof.
Decaying leaves provide nutrients to detritivores such as
millipedes, beetles and worms. Leaves are also decomposed by
fungi, helping the autumn fungal bonanza. This process forms a
compost essential for next year’s growth as it is worked into the
ground by weather and worms. It also prevents accumulation of
dead material. This leads to less productive acid conditions,
increases water retention and deters detritivores, leading to more
build-up. That’s how bogs form.
The phrase “crossing the Rubicon” refers to someone committing to
a risky course of action, thus “passing the point of no return”. It’s
certainly a one-way trip for our leaf!
* Don’t forget that due to social distancing rules we are unable to
run a log sale this year, but please do still visit the wood.
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CHIRPINGS
Notes on birds and nature in the garden
The RSPB have done an interesting bit of research to see how far
our garden birds move around, by ringing them.
I have often wondered which of the winter visitors to the bird
feeders are the same ones who come in the summer. Here are some
of the answers.
Most of our blackbirds and robins stay within a mile of their “home
base”, though 4% of blackbirds were found as much as 12 miles
away from home.
Blue tits are much more
likely to wander; by
September, 95% of the
current year’s blue tits are
still within 17 miles of their
nest, but older birds may
disappear and come back the
next summer.
The chaffinches we see in our
gardens often stay put for the
winter, but others will arrive from Europe to swell the population.
But the European birds apparently prefer to be in the open
countryside rather than in our gardens, perhaps reflecting their
usual habitat during the summer.
Goldfinches often stay put here, but they also may go south for the
winter – to Spain or Portugal! Who can blame them?
Song thrushes also move south, though perhaps not that far. Their
space is soon filled by incoming winter thrushes, fieldfares and
redwings, coming in across the North Sea to feast on British
berries.
They are not the only incomers. Starlings arrive from Germany,
Poland, Denmark and the Baltic, crossing the North Sea to join our
Britishers in the marvellous swirling murmurations at roosting
time. Maybe they will be over Attenborough reed beds again this
year. No social distancing for them!
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And finally, a note from Scotland – a short-eared owl which was
tagged in the winter of 2017 settled down to breed in Perthshire,
then after the eggs hatched she left the male bird in charge and
went off to Norway where she bred again and raised a second
brood. The ultimate owlholiday romance.
In case you’re not sure what
a short-eared owl looks like,
here’s a picture of one – the
ears are actually tufts of
feathers.
While on the subject of owls,
now is a good time to hear
them calling during the
night. Perhaps you will hear
our local tawny (tu-wit-tu-woo) and barn owl (unearthly shriek)
residents...
Sheila Clark

Bunny Parish Council
Name

Address

Phone

John Alldred

42 Loughborough Road

921 2280

David Beckford

2 The Paddock

07414 004494

John Berridge

25 Moor Lane

984 7767

Izumi Featherstone

17 Albert Road

984 6466

Chris Rogers

11 Victoria Road

07919 593429

Steve Stubbs

23 Moor Lane

07843 052914

Nigel Sutton

1 The Paddock

07860 899585

Maria Webb

30 Moor Lane

921 3561

Mike Elliott
(Clerk to the Council)

19/21 Main Street,

937 6506

Keyworth
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The Village Hall and Bunny

and Bradmore Charities

A number of older residents of the village will remember, and
indeed may have attended, the village school when it was housed
in what is now the Village Hall. The ‘new’ school was built by the
local authority during the 1960s as a replacement, and the use of
the building as the village hall commenced.
Anyone visiting the village might expect that the hall, which is a
great asset for the village, was owned by the Parish Council - but
in fact the premises belong to the Parkyns School Charity, one of
the three charities making up the Bunny and Bradmore Charities.
In 1875 the land had
been given to trustees by
the then owner of Bunny
Hall to set up the village
school. Prior to that time
the old school room had
been within the adjacent
Almshouse Building
having been set up by the
Parkyns family in 1700.
How does the hall
operate? The Parish
Council has a lease of the
premises from the
Charities under which
contractual payments of
rent and a proportion of
the annual premium are made. The Parish Council is responsible
for the day-to-day running of the hall, and the income from hirings
is paid to the Council.
The rent payable enables the Charities to undertake its obligation
under the lease to maintain the structure of the hall and arrange
the annual insurance cover on the premises.
Lockdown has resulted in the hall being unavailable for both
regular activities and hirings for parties and other events, but
during that period the Charities has been enabled to carry out a

number of essential repairs to the structure with a minimum of
disruption to hall users.
These have included, amongst other things, remedial works to and
replacement of gutters and downrights, some repointing, easing of
windows, the removal where necessary of defective plaster
internally to enable damp to be attended to, and the subsequent
replastering. Future proposed works will include an overhaul of
the hall roof.
Readers will recall that a few years ago the toilets and surrounding
area of the hall were completely upgraded. This was an occasion
when the Charities made a grant to the Parish Council to assist
them with the very considerable cost of the works - strictly internal
works, but it was felt that the Charities could assist with the cost
as the improvements would be for the long term benefit of the hall
and its users.
The structural works having been completed, the Parish Council
intends in the near future to carry out internal improvements to
ensure that it meets its statutory obligations and to redecorate the
interior.
These works will result in a much-improved asset for the village, of
which the Parish Council hope residents and organisations will
make the best use.
Under the terms of its charity scheme the Parkyns School Charity
may apply any surplus income arising from the lease of the Village
Hall in supporting the Bunny C of E Primary School by making
grants to assist the funding of projects which are not the
responsibility of the Local Authority.
In the last two years the Charity has been able to make grants to
the school to meet the cost of the D.A.R.E. programme 2019 and to
purchase a specialist iCompute programme earlier this year.
The Charity looks forward to continuing their good relations with
both the Parish Council and the school in the years to come.
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Harry Barr
Clerk to the Charities

Mike’s Memories
Mike Elliott recalls when an old pastime was brought
back to the village to raise much-needed funds
In 1958, ambitious plans were put in hand in the village to bring
back into life a 17th century activity that had been established by a
former Squire of the village, Thomas Parkyn – wrestling.
The village hall committee hit upon the area to stage a wrestling
tournament in the village, and what better place than Bunny Hall
Park, where Sir Thomas had
himself many times taken part
in such an event (and where it
was rumoured he had once
wrestled
with a bear)?
As secretary to the hall committee, I was involved in making
some of the arrangements for
the event, planned
for Midsummer’s Day.
I was more used to being involved in anything connected
with football, but wrestling was
a new interest for me.
Plans were soon progressing for
the event. Nottingham YMCA
brought all the wrestlers, and
there were tov be three bouts.
The committee worked out that we needed to sell 300 tickets at
three shillings(15p) each to clear our costs, and we did.
The event took place under the same tree where Sir Thomas
Parkyn organised "a competition and taught wrestling
gratuitously to some of his friends amongst the nobility and gentry,
establishing an annual wrestling-match in his park, the prize for
which was a gold-laced hat value twenty-two shillings, and three
shillings for the second best."
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The wrestling 'ring' was on the grass, marked out with straw bales.
Our own event was a success and made £21 profit for the hall
funds. Publicity from the event resulted in a surprise letter landing
through the door from the USA, containing five dollars which the
sender - a former Nottinghamshire resident - said they wanted to
put to our fund.
* The photo is a sketch from 1951 showing an ‘imaginary scene’ of
Sir Thomas Parkyn wrestling under the tree at Bunny Hall. Many
thanks to Roger Sewell.

Christmas postage stamps

Christmas stamps from 2015. Credit: Royal Mail

Christmas 2020 is going to be different this year because of the
Covid crisis, but you can give a cheery thought to helping to
raise funds for guide dogs. Please save your postage stamps
from your Christmas mail and put them through my letterbox
at 29 Main Street.
The stamps are sold by weight and the RNIB raises £20 per
kilogram of stamps, so it's a brilliant way to support this wellknown charity. It costs around £63,000 to breed, train and
support a guide dog from birth so it needs an awful lot of
stamps!
If you could please make sure you leave a centimetre of envelope
or packaging around each stamp that would be very helpful.
I have already sent two large packages to them and hope to be
sending more soon to this very worthy cause. Thank you.
Dorothy Pearson
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Back In The Day

BUNNY BULLETIN INFORMATION
ONLINE
Editions can be viewed online at www.bunnyvillage.org.uk.
DIARY PAGES
If you are holding an event and would like it included in the
Village Diary pages, please contact Heather on 0115 9845172.
COPY
E-mail copy to: editor.bunnybulletin@gmail.com. Please send text
articles as Word documents (.docx); spreadsheets as Excel files
(.xls) and pictures as JPEGs (.jpg). Handwritten items can be delivered to Erica at 34 Main Street (please include a contact number).
COPY DEADLINE
Deadline for next edition: Monday, November 16
Delivery of next edition: Weekend of November 28/29
ADVERTISING
Enquiries to cjeanb36@hotmail.com.

In this early photograph of the main road through Bunny, road
safety was not seen to have been a problem.
The few early motorised vehicles that would have come through
the village would have made the mother and her children standing
in the road very aware of its presence long before it arrived.
The family group may have been posed by the photographer who
got fed up waiting for any vehicle, even a horse and cart to fill his
lens.
Little has changed in the picture other, than the old forge building
on the left has long gone.
It’s interesting to see that the road surface looks better than it has
done in recent times!

Roger Sewell, Bunny History Society
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DISTRIBUTION
If you have not received your current issue, contact your local
distributor or ring Phil Brown on 0115 9211791.
COMMITTEE
Editor: editor.bunnybulletin@gmail.com.
Invoicing & Minutes: Chris Brown, 36 Main Street, 9211791
Diary Editor & Treasurer: Heather Paul, 148 Loughborough Road,
9845172
Disclaimer: Any opinions expressed in the Bunny Bulletin are not necessarily
those of the Editorial Committee, who reserve the right to edit material as and
when it is considered appropriate.
Please note: Articles in the Bunny Bulletin are for circulation to the residents of
Bunny village and for others by subscription only. The information they contain is
not to be printed in any other publication without the author’s express permission.
This also applies to articles viewable on the village website.
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LOCAL GROUPS
Allotments
Sheila 0115 9213783 or Cathy 07803 004582
Baby & Toddlers
Nikki 07944 687260 or Steve 07843 052914
Bunny Improvement Group
Pete 0115 9213213 (petepearson44@gmail.com)

Church Bell Ringing
Marilyn 0115 9844081
Church Choir
Heather 0115 9845172
Community Choir
Kate 0115 9847090 (kate.m.hunt@outlook.com)
Fabric Fundraisers
Jan 0115 9841570
Friends of Bunny School
friendsofbunnyschool@gmail.com
Gardeners
Graham 0115 9846253
Handbells
John 0115 9211335

History
Roger 0115 9216596
Lunch Bunch
Jan 0115 9841570
Messy Church
Joey (joeyhamilton102@gmail.com)
Women's Institute
Angi 07970 801709
angelacharlesworth@hotmail.co.uk
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USEFUL TELEPHONE NUMBERS
Bunny Primary School

0115

921 2727

Church House Surgery, Ruddington

0115

984 7101

Church View Dental Practice, Ruddington

0115

984 8024

Crimestoppers UK

0800

555111

East Leake Health Centre

01509

852181

East Leake Leisure Centre

01509

852956

Electricity Loss of Supply

105

Floodline

0345

988 1188

Gas Emergency

0800

111999

Hate Crime Helpline

0800

138 1625

Keyworth Dental Surgery

0115

937 5828

Keyworth Health Centre

0115

937 3527

Keyworth Leisure Centre

0115

937 5582

Keyworth Library

0115

937 3509

Leakline & Sewer Problems

0800

783 4444

Neighbourhood Watch Co-ordinator

0115

984 5172

NHS Direct

111

Nottingham City Hospital

0115

969 1169

Nottinghamshire County Council

0300

500 8080

Police (if crime in progress call 999)

101

Queen's Medical Centre

0115

924 9924

Ruddington Library

0115

921 2309

Ruddington Medical Centre

0115

921 1144

Rushcliffe Borough Council

0115

981 9911

South Wolds Academy

0115

937 3506

Telephone Preference Service

0207

291 3320

Treeline Dental Care, Keyworth

0115

937 2226

Village Dental Practice, East Leake

01509

852399

Village Hall Administrator

0115

984 6466
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