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WHISPER IT...COULD CHRISTMAS BE ON?
Delivered free to every household in Bunny
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EDITORIAL
All options for Covid restrictions are
still on the table as we approach
Christmas, and by now I should
know better than to report on the
latest developments. Last month’s
Bulletin was sent to the printers
when Tier 3 details were still being
negotiated, but by the time most
residents received it we were
already in Lockdown 2. It’s almost
as if having a lead time of over a
week is not the best option for breaking news. Still, see p13 to see
how wide of the mark I can be this month.
One thing that’s already been decided is that there won’t be a
2020 public switch-on of the Christmas tree lights (rats, another
year of campaigning for the switch-on honour wasted). See p25
for details of a contest announced in the wake of the cancellation.
Last month I announced the departure of two long-serving
Bulletin distributors, and this month it’s time to say goodbye to
one of its finest contributors, the person behind the Wish You
Were Beer pub review column. Theis person has never been
identified in any of their columns, which I hope means they won’t
be embarrassed when I say that their work has been consistently
informative, funny and (an important one, this) filed on time.
Having been with the Bulletin since I took over, it’s sad to see
them go, but with luck there will be occasional contributions in
the future. Many thanks for all their work in the past two years.
Finally, I know that some streets are planning their own Xmas
lights switch on ceremonies this year. If you’re happy for any
photos of the event to be published, please send them to
editor.bunnybulletin@gmail.com.
* Charles Kane’s dying word in Citizen Kane, starring Orson
Welles, above, is ‘Rosebud’. What is Rosebud? Answer on p30.
* Front page illustration: AnneliseArt
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LATEST NEWS: LATEST NEWS: LATEST NEWS
As previewed in last month’s edition, some shiny new signs have
now been erected at both ends of Wysall Lane / Windy Lane / No
Name Lane by Rushcliffe Borough Council, marking the road’s
official designation as ‘Fairham Brook Lane (also known as
Wysall Lane)’. It’s taken since 2018 for this to happen, so now
that the signs are
finally up, let’s hope
that all the radical
‘Windy Laners’ and
the hardline
‘Gotham Lane
Easters’ can accept
the outcome with
good grace, and not
feel it necessary to
take matters into
their own hands.

The Parish Council is looking for someone
to volunteer as a Snow Warden for the
parish. The role involves passing on
information about local snow conditions to
the County Council to assist with its
Winter Service provision during adverse
weather.
You will need to be able to let the council
know the depth of settled snow, whether it
is still snowing, if traffic is moving, and
whether vehicles are leaving black wheel
tracks.
The bloke from Snow
Patrol. Well, you try
Snow Wardens also need to update the
finding a photo of a
information as conditions change, at a
Snow Warden.
minimum frequency of every two hours.
Anyone interested should contact clerk@bunny.parish.email.
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COVID NEWS: COVID NEWS: COVID NEWS
What are the chances of a ‘normal’ Christmas?
On the plus side, Covid infection figures in Rushcliffe are lower
now than they were before the borough was placed in Tier 3
towards the end of October.
In the week to November 15, the rate of infection in Rushcliffe was
223 per 100,000 people - considerably lower than in mid-October
when the figure was in the high 300s.
However, the November 15 figure was slightly up from the
previous week, when it was 200. In fact Rushcliffe was the only
area of Nottinghamshire to experience a rise over that period.
Tier 2 was introduced locally on October 14, and Tier 3 on October
29; it was due to be in place for 28 days, but only lasted a week
before being overtaken by the second national lockdown.
Whatever happens after the current lockdown ends on December
2, the different areas of the county seem likely to be treated as
one, rather than separate entities. And of course an area has to go
down to Tier 1 before members of different households are allowed
to meet indoors (support bubbles notwithstanding).
In the meantime, some additional advice has already come in.
Rushcliffe Borough Council asked residents to use its parks, open
spaces and play areas at quieter
times of the week and weekend
to avoid overcrowding. It wants
people to adjust their regular
routines, and to return at
quieter times should they find
facilities already busy during
the lockdown.
And what of Christmas services?
Lockdown rules are that
churches should be closed apart for independent prayer, funerals,
or to broadcast an act of worship. Assuming that future rules allow
it, the plan locally is to have a booking system in place so that a
limited number of people can attend services; but that some
services will either be lived streamed or recorded and available to
watch the following day. Details are on p22/23.
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FOOD DONATIONS

ROY AND ANNE STEPPING DOWN

By the time you read this, we will hopefully have just about
served our time in lockdown, but there will be lots of
families still struggling to provide food for the table.

Ever since they moved to our village in 1980, Roy and Anne Baker
have been greatly appreciated, active members of Bunny Church,
joining the PCC in 1981 and 2003 respectively.
Roy has served as Church Warden since 1991 (with a sabbatical
from 2011-13) and Treasurer, Gift Aid Secretary and Fabric
Officer too!
He has been a tower of strength, offering practical, wise advice,
including dealing with the politics of the Diocese, and never
reticent to get stuck in whatever the task. Roy was still climbing
ladders even when unfit to do so neither Anne nor Father Tom could
stop him!
Anne set up our popular Open Church
Saturday mornings with June Ward
and has provided delicious catering for
numerous special occasions, Harvest
Lunches, Chat in Church and Messy
Church. Her cakes and scones are
legendary!
Even during lockdown, she has baked,
bringing cheer to those on their
own. And, in addition to supporting
Roy in his duties, she has been PCC
Secretary.
Many highlights include installing
heating in the church and the Civic
Service when Alfred Cooper was Rushcliffe Mayor.
Roy and Anne took their duties very seriously, looking after all in
our Parish as well as our Clergy and their families. This was never
more so than during the long interregnum of 2005-07.
We are thankful for their warm welcome, kindness and care,
diligence, and love of our church and the building. They have
recently retired from their duties and will be greatly missed. Our
very good wishes go to both of them.

Could you spare an item from the list below? If so I will be
collecting donations between 3rd and 10th December for
delivery to the Clifton Food Bank (The Trussell Trust).

Please deliver to 25 Moor Lane; I will leave a box in the
porch.
TINNED HAM ** TINNED FISH
XMAS PUD ** STUFFING MIX
CRANBERRY SAUCE ** TRIFLE MIX
XMAS CRACKERS
PRESENTS FOR THE KIDS, especially TEENAGERS

TOGETHER WE CAN HELP MAKE A DIFFERENCE
Please pass the message onto your neighbours, in case
anybody misses this notice.

THANK YOU

Penny Wakefield

Hilary Berridge
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CRIMES IN SEPTEMBER

CRIMES IN OCTOBER

EAST LEAKE

BUNNY

1st

19th

4th
12th
27th
28th

Suspects entered the Co-op and stole spirits and meat,
and made off in a vehicle.
Four males stole sweets and drinks from the Co-op.
Suspects identified and dealt with accordingly.
Unknown suspects have caused damage to windows on
Thistlebank by throwing bricks at them.
Overnight storage containers broken into on a caravan
storage site in Costock Road.
Suspect forced entry to a property on Leivers Close via
the rear doors during the early hours and removed car
keys and subsequently the VW Golf from the drive.
Suspects have been arrested for this offence

KEYWORTH
7th
11th
12th
13th
16th
21st
24th
30th

Verbally abusive male in Manor Road.
Noisy party in Beech Avenue (Covid issue).
Assault in Nottingham Road.
Theft from Sainsbury’s.
Anti-social behaviour involving 3 males in Nottm Road.
Verbal abuse in Bunny Lane.
Children messing around in farmland on Bunny Lane.
Items taken from gardens in Hayes Road.

TOLLERTON
29th

Theft from Shell garage (two incidents).

WIDMERPOOL
29th

Theft of caravan in Willoughby Road.

There were no crimes reported in Bradmore, Bunny, Costock,
Gotham and Rempstone.
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Suspect has filled up with fuel at petrol station and
made no attempt to pay.

EAST LEAKE
2nd
17th

Suspects have forced entry to a van on Sycamore Road
and on Main Street and stolen power tools.
Suspects have forced entry to an outbuilding on
Rempstone Road and stolen property worth £20,000
including a Ford twin cab and a twin wheel trailer,
which have been recovered.

NORMANTON-ON-SOAR

2nd

Overnight on Far Lane three vehicles have been broken
into and items stolen.

RATCLIFFE-ON-SOAR
16th

Unknown suspect has entered an unlocked car parked at
Redhill lock and stolen a broken laptop.

There were no crimes reported in Bradmore, Costock, Gotham,
Rempstone and Thrumpton.

Police failed to send information for Keyworth, Plumtree,
Tollerton, Widmerpool and Willoughby-on-the-Wolds.
PC Kelly Carlile (07725 925330) and PCSO Tony Davies (07702
141572).
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BUNNY PARISH
Minutes of the meeting held by Zoom on Thurs Oct 15
Clerk’s report on previous meeting’s business
The first notice for the Casual Vacancy had expired and the clerk
had not been informed that anyone had asked for an election. A
new notice saying the council was in a position to co-opt would go
up at the weekend. The clerk had received one application from a
resident interested. If more than one name came forward then the
council vote on the candidates.
It was felt this year there was no requirement for the free five bags
of salt that Notts County Council were offering.
The clerk advised the meeting that Notts County Council leader
Coun Kay Cutts had revealed she would not be standing for reelection to the authority next May.
Village plan and parish committees
Parish/Village plans. New decisions by the Government released
last week put the future of parish plans on the back burner for the
time being, so nothing being sent out by the office to members until
new decisions taken in regard to continuance or otherwise of such
schemes. On Neighbourhood Plan, payment from the government
towards costs is now £10,000. No referendums which are obligatory
on such a plan can now take place before May 2021 because of the
new regulations and the Covid-19 situation.
Correspondence
Local resident Peter Pearson wrote advising that a new 6ft x 3ft
flag was required and it was agreed to purchase this. He advised
that fairly soon there would be a requirement for the tree adjacent
to the flagpole opposite the Rancliffe Arms to be trimmed,
otherwise the flag would become entangled with it. It was agreed
to ask Art De Groot to carry out an inspection of the tree.
Severn Trent Water wrote in respect of the Main Street / Moor
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COUNCIL MINUTES
Lane flooding situation and said checks had showed it was
hydraulic flooding. Residents are being asked to continue to report
any further incidents of flooding so they can record them.
The council acknowledged that they had previously agreed that the
council would meet two of the accounts per annum submitted to
Bunny Church for grass-cutting, to a limit of £350.
The clerk said Rushcliffe Borough Council had already made a
booking for the County elections on May 6 next year.

Website usage from September 1 to September 30 this year had
been 699 page views, 346 unique visits, 260 first time visits.
James Hatchett of Notts County Council footpaths had responded
to a report produced by Mr Peter Pearson in which numerous
problems were highlighted. He promised he would investigate
where he could.
Nottingham County Councils were seeking someone to take on the
position of honorary snow warden. The clerk was to advertise the
post on the website.
Pete Pearson wrote in regard to another quantity of asbestos
having been dumped on Wysall Lane. The clerk had already
reported the matter.
Notts County Council said some siding work was acknowledged as
being required alongside Loughborough Road between Gotham
Lane and Bunny Woods entrance, but could not indicate when this
would be tackled.
The clerk was asked to advertise the availability of the
What3words app which was used by emergency services to help
the position of people who may be needing help in outlying areas.
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The clerk was asked to check on the ownership of trees on the
village green in order necessary pruning work could go ahead. The
clerk said some of the trees were owned by the village school and
others by the council. In addition he was to ask local tree expert
Aart De Groot for comments on the safety of each individual tree.

Village hall
Coun Rogers said the question of the viability of the hall concerned
him and felt there was a need for discussion before the council
were carried away with renovation works. He spoke of the
difficulties over cleaning costs during the present Covid-19 which
necessitates a deep clean after every booking in the hall. The
charge to the council for that would mean that every booking would
run at a loss to the council. The clerk presented figures which show
the hall expenditure at around the £7,500 mark each year for the
last three years, with it showing a loss of over £5,000 each year.
The council discussed the matter of the beam in the large hall and
the small hall. It was agreed to have the beams sand/glass blasted
by Aquablast at a cost of £1800. It was also agreed to have the
stone around the two top windows, front and back treated in the
same way for an additional £250, providing information was
obtained from the company giving an assurance there would be no
damage to the windows. The electricals would be removed before
sandblasting was to take place. The spot lights would be
reinstalled.
The preparation in the village hall had taken place by councillors
prior to the work that will be carried out by the contracted
company. The meeting agreed not to hire the hall unless it was
economically viable to do so for the individual booking.
The clerk was asked to write to the Bunny and Bradmore Charities
on the question of them financing the project to provide the fire
alarm system if this would come under finance or under Village
Hall, pointing out it was felt that, as owners of the building, it was
their responsibility. The chairman said a statement she had
circulated to members on the Village Hall had been written by the
secretary to the Charities group and would appear in the Bulletin.
Bunny website
Accessibility requirement. £50 for work to be carried out. Agreed.
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Planning

Rushcliffe Borough Council Applications
120/02251/LBC Bunny and Bradmore Charities. High level
masonry and stone restoration etc, Bunny Schoolhouse and
Almshouses No objection.
20/02467 The Hollies, Moor Lane. Application for non material
amendment to planning permission 19/00014/FUL to revise glazing
details to the east elevation of Barn. No objection.
Rushcliffe Borough Council Decisions
20/01421/ful. Mr Lenagh, Carna Farm, Gotham Lane, Erect
agricultural building for livestock and one for hay store. Grant.
20/01566/ful. Mr S Finch, Chestnut Farm, Bunny Hill. Single
storey side extension. Grant.
Finance
Payment of Accounts were approved as per the circulated list. The
chairman asked for consideration to be given to making a grant to
the BIG group for bulb planting on grass verges. It was agreed to
make a grant of £50.
Environment
Thanks were offered to the Bunny Improvement Group (BIG) for
their continuing work on environmental improvement in the
village. The resident living adjacent to the council recreation land
on Victoria Road had agreed to meet the cost of having a tree on
the area cut back to avoid overhanging on her land, at her own
costs.
Christmas activities
The chairman said while many things would not be possible in the
way of celebrations because of the Covid-19 situation it was
intended to introduce a competition for residents to display
wreaths and elves in their windows, aimed at helping to create a
festive atmosphere.
* Please note these minutes are subject to final approval by the
council.
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NORBURY NATTERS
Flood Future
The Flood report prepared by Ruth Edwards MP and also the
response from Severn Trent make interesting reading. Further
investigations are always welcome, but at the risk of stating the
**** obvious, floods on the far end of Moor Lane and on
Loughborough Road will only be alleviated by improving the flow
along the whole length of the ditch from Keyworth to the Fairham
Brook. As far as the main part of the village is concerned relief will
only come with the removal of existing blockages and reconnection,
either directly to the Fairham Brook, or via an improved ditch to
the north of the village.
Village Plan
It is hoped that the proposed Parish Plan fares better than its
predecessor, the ill fated Village Design Statement which
Rushcliffe refused to endorse in the absence of a Local Plan. A
Parish Plan will also require a vote of residents. Housing is an
issue, but a Parish Plan would not automatically stop any future
developments.
Pandemic Pets
During these difficult times many have found comfort from their
pets and losing a pet during this period has been more painful than
normal. This is particularly when an animal is run over. This
happened recently on Bunny Hill with Versace, the well-loved cat
at the Hillside Residential Home. The driver may be unable to
avoid the animal and it is upsetting to them as well as the owner.
In this instance, it was witnessed by a neighbour, but
unfortunately the driver failed to stop.
Corona Crime
As readers of Nottinghamshire Alert are aware, there has been a
significant increase in the level of online and phone fraud. There
are the usual suspects of claims about computer issues, Amazon
Prime amongst others, but also bogus police officers visiting homes
and trying to persuade residents to hand over money for safekeeping. We live in confusing times, but remaining vigilant is
essential.
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Your Letters
The Bunny Christmas tree switch on will still be taking place in
December, but unfortunately there will be no gathering this year
unless regulations change. We will deliver any updated news via
the village website, Bunny Bulletin, Bunny Village Facebook page,
or notices around the village.
However, so long as regulations allow, the parish council will be
holding a competition for best wreath, best elf and best Santa in
the village. The categories are:
* Best wreath
* Most original wreath
* Most amusing elf in the window
* Most traditional Santa in the window
The assessment will take place in the week from Monday 14th of
December. The winners will be announced and prizes delivered
before Christmas. On behalf of the Bunny Parish Council, have a
wonderful Christmas. Stay safe and healthy.
Izumi Featherstone
Parish council chair
I want to thank the neighbours in Bunny and Bradmore for their
many cards, letters and telephone calls that I have received over
these past difficult months whilst I have been ill. They have made
a big difference, knowing that friends in the villages care and think
about you.
I do miss being out and about, it was not a good time to fall at the
start of Covid in March and some things are still ongoing and need
to be sorted. I miss the choir, church, lunch bunch and WI.
Let’s hope we can return to some normal village life as soon as it is
safe. My grateful thanks to you all for your help and friendship.
Pat Tudball
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BIN COLLECTION DAYS: DECEMBER

Bunny Parish Council
Name

Address

Phone

John Alldred

42 Loughborough Road

921 2280

David Beckford

2 The Paddock

07414 004494

John Berridge

25 Moor Lane

984 7767

Izumi Featherstone

17 Albert Road

984 6466

2

Wednesday

Grey Bin Day

9

Wednesday

Blue & Green Bin Day

16

Wednesday

Grey Bin Day

23

Wednesday

Blue Bin Day (not Green)

Chris Rogers

11 Victoria Road

07919 593429

30

Wednesday

Grey Bin Day

Steve Stubbs

23 Moor Lane

07843 052914

Nigel Sutton

1 The Paddock

07860 899585

Maria Webb

30 Moor Lane

921 3561

Mike Elliott
(Clerk to the Council)

19/21 Main Street,

937 6506

**************************************************

Keyworth

VILLAGE HALL HIRE COSTS
Large and small hall together: £8 per hour (or £9 after 6pm)
Small hall only: £4 per hour
Commercial rate for full hall hire: £12 per hour
To book, please contact Andrew Featherstone on
07397 189535 or 0115 98 4646
Email Bunny.villagehall@outlook.com

St Mary the Virgin Bunny with
Bradmore Parish Church
Before lockdown was re-introduced, The Ruddy Knitters group held
an outdoors meeting in sunny Bunny - with social distancing still
very much in place, of course.
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Churchwardens:
Heather Paul 9845172
Roy Baker
9211520
Incumbent:
Rev.Tom Meyrick (rector@ksbb.org.uk)
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Wish You
Were Beer
Since my last BB entry, which warned that not all pubs were
following Government guidelines, they have all been hammered,
again, by the implementation of Lockdown 2.
I feel really sorry for those publicans who were adhering to the
rules, and I worry about how many pubs will ultimately close for
good.
However, on a positive note, I’m hoping that by the time that the
December BB goes out, we will still be riding the crest of the future
vaccine wave, and may be even able to celebrate once again in our
preferred local (although I doubt Rishi will be shaking his, what
must be skeletal, money
tree again any time soon
to ‘help out’).
If pubs don’t re-open, or
if you’d rather not play
Covid roulette, then you
may want to consider
joining one of the Needle
and Pin’s (BB March
2020) beer clubs.
This L’boro gem offers
exotic and rare IPAs
(every 2 months), Dark
Brews (alternate months)
and Sour Beers 4 times a year with no tie in (so pick and choose).
Plus with the barman living in East Leake you’ll get a personal
delivery at no extra cost!
All details via their Facebook page or WhatsApp the moby (details
on the next page).
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Writing this I realise it won’t be long before I’ll be contemplating
another dry January.
With the fantastic range of low and alcohol brews now available, I
no longer worry about how I can fill the taste void.
I had been keenly anticipating the new Guinness Zero, but alas
Arthur (Diageo) had to recall all units due to a "microbiological
contamination". Let’s hope Pfizer is working on a solution for them
too!
After nearly two years
of contributing to the
BB I have decided to
have a rest.
With Covid hampering
my journey of
discovery for all things
beer it has been
difficult to keep up the
pace to bring news of
new finds.
My plan post-Covid, if
there ever will be such
a time, is to revisit
many the locals I have
reviewed already.
This won’t necessarily make good reading, so I will spare you from
repeated umming and ahhing.
What I will do, subject to Ed, is where I do find something
noteworthy, I will provide the occasional one of contribution!
Wishing You Cheer (and still Wishing You Were Beer).

The Needle & Pin (Beer Clubs)
https://www.facebook.com/
LoughboroughMicropub/
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07973 754236

“TOTAL” SUPPORT !
“How lucky we are to live in Bunny”. How many times have we
made and heard this remark since Covid appeared over eight
months ago?
Our houses have gardens so we have been able to get outside
even during lockdown. We are surrounded by countryside Bunny Woods, Fairham Brook and farmland threaded with
public footpaths that take us across Bunny Moor as far as
Bradmore, Gotham, and Clifton as well as up Bunny Hill to East
Leake.
For those of us who have been enjoying these walks the added
bonus is the opportunity to meet and chat to both people we
know and those that we don’t (dog walkers are good at this as
their dogs are always ready to stop and greet some of their
own kind).
Alternatively, the daily visit to the Service Station to collect the
morning paper can involve a healthy walk and chance
encounters involving a catch-up on the latest village news. Not
only that, we can be sure that life’s essentials can be found
there. So no need to go hungry (and no, by “essentials”, I don’t
mean fags, booze and
chocolate!).
What would we do
without Pat and her
team at the “Total” ?
They have kept going,
6am - 11pm seven
days a week and, as
well as coping with the
extra demands for
operating in a Covid
context - screens, spacing, sanitising and the wearing of face
masks (not to mention coping with non-compliant customers) there was also the added complication of the change-over from
Jet to Total. Talk about stress!
So “thank you” Pat and the gang. It is good to know that you

are here for us.
Kate Hunt

Answer to question on page 11: Kane’s childhood sledge.
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FOR EVERGREEN
Berry merry red as cherry,
Glinting in the sun.

Nestled in a spiny setting,
Cutting it’s not fun.
Berry like a frosted snowball,
From the night is spun.
Decorates the leafless branches.
Of the twisted plum.

Berry bright like drops of fresh
blood,
Recalls what was done.
Berry white from rootless parent,
Foretells charmed outcome.

Woodland gift is truly welcome,
Grown for all and one.
Brightens up our winter homestead,

Christmas soon to come.
Chris Terrell-Nield 2020
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Notes From Bunny Wood
Why do we bring evergreen plants into our houses for the festive
season? After all, they would last a lot longer outside. The practice
represents a mix of ancient and more modern traditions. It is a
common (and an ancient) practice to use evergreens. There are
many reasons for the species selected but underlying them is that,
despite the joyous season, they bring life to days that can be
gloomy and short, and this year we need a lift more than ever.
“Oh the weather outside is frightful” (sang Dean Martin). But why
holly and mistletoe? (Ivy and Christmas trees are another story).
Holly (Ilex aquifolium) is a common understorey shrub in the Old
Wood, Its berries are an important winter food source for birds,
although this year most trees have already been stripped. Holly
has been a religious symbol for over 2000 years. Ancient Romans
associated it with Saturn, their Sun god, and the Celts bought
holly into their homes during the winter solstice to protect against
evil. The druids regarded it as mystical since it didn’t shed its
leaves in winter. Many ancient customs were incorporated into
Christian festivals.
Christmas is close to the winter equinox, and the Roman feast of
Saturnalia. For Christians prickly holly leaves reminded them of
the crown of thorns Jesus wore at the crucifixion, the bright red
berries symbolising His blood. Holly gets its name from the Old
English word holegn '”to prick”.
We don’t have mistletoe (Viscum album) in the Wood (and it is
uncommon in the area), although there is no reason why not since
crab apple, a common host, grows there. Mistletoe is not connected
with Mistle thrushes, though they may eat the berries. Its name
comes from the Anglo Saxon phrase “dung on a stick “. It has
sticky berries.
Evergreen like holly, mistletoe is brought indoors at Christmas
but for a very different reason. In ancient times it was deemed to
represent fertility and vitality, important in the dull seasons of the
year. The connection with romance is also a link with fertility,
though this comes from Norse mythology, hence kissing under the
mistletoe. Remember that for each kiss you have to remove a
berry, and when they’ve all gone the magic is over.
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CHIRPINGS
Notes on birds and nature in the garden
Writing this in lockdown I have lots of time to sit looking out at the
garden. Nothing is happening. And nothing goes on happening for
quite a long time.
As Thomas Hood wrote: “…no birds! November!”
I give up looking for something to move, and start seeing the
garden in its quiet-oasis mood. There are still autumn colours and
a single lemon-yellow spray on the highest branch of the laburnum
echoes the yellow falling stars of winter jasmine along the fence.
Hydrangeas are deep red-brown and the forsythia is all shades
from russet through yellow to palest green.
I start to count the different shades of green in the garden and get
to 20, and still
counting, but stop at
the variegated holly.
It is quietly working
towards world
domination, but I
don’t want to cut it
back till after
Christmas.
I debate with myself
whether I should fell
the stand of phlox or
leave the seedheads
for small creatures to snuggle down among. The stillness of the
garden seems to have infected my feet – they are not going out
there just yet.
Still nothing happens. Looking at the remaining leaves on the
apple tree I’m reminded of a bird-watching tutor who said one
autumn that if we see a downwards movement it is probably a leaf,
but might be a bird, and if the movement is upwards it is probably
a bird, but might be a leaf caught in a flurry of air. So, look at
everything that moves, just in case.
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Even the clouds aren’t moving. At least the bright pile of cherry
leaves dumped behind the holly aren’t blowing about. There are
hibernating ladybirds in there, and later there will be blackbirds,
robins and wrens ferreting about amongst them, but nothing just
now.
Ah – a movement – I can’t see what it is up in the tree – then a
yellow and black flash at the feeder, a smart shiny black cap
glimpsed, and the great tit has disappeared again but it is just the
first of three, joined by a blue tit and then a coal tit, and now a fat
pigeon drops in out of nowhere.
Five minutes later all have fed, watered and departed. Then
nothing happens again and the comfortable stillness returns. After
all, we are in the season of Advent, the waiting time, for the stars
and angel songs and the familiar stories of Jesus’s birth. Happy
Christmas, everyone!
Sheila Clark

Unsolicited Communications
Once again I am deprived of the use of the
Public Library for my access to the Internet, but
at the below telephone number for enquiries
more so than usual. My Spam filter takes
anything that is being sent to large numbers of
addresses, but I will check it when I can.
In the meantime someone phones me telling me
that my Amazon account is in the red, despite me not having one,
and passing strangers knock on my door to tell me that my roof
needs fixing, and I tell them that the previous cowboys are still
doing time in the nick.
Unsolicited communications are all attempts to relieve you of your
hard-earned cash with as little effort as possible.
PS On a seasonal note: do not leave the Xmas presents on show in
the back of a car, nor anywhere that a person with few qualms and
less morals might access.
Christopher Paul, Tel 984 5172
Bunny Neighbourhood Watch Co-ordinator
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GARDEN AND ALLOTMENT RECIPE
Here is a lovely warming winter soup recipe which is nice and
simple to make.
Butternut squash soup
(Serves four)
Ingredients:

500g butternut
squash
1 large onion
(diced)
2 cloves garlic
(chopped)
500ml vegetable
stock
100ml double
cream (optional)
1 cooking apple (peeled and diced)
Method:

Fry the onion, squash, apple and garlic in butter and olive oil for
15 mins.
Add the stock, and cook until squash is soft.
Whizz soup in blender, add cream and seasoning, and whizz again.
(If you want to freeze this, I’d suggest doing it without the cream,
which you can simply add when you reheat.)
Would you like an allotment? Please contact Cathy on 07803
004582 or Sheila on 9213783.
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XMAS DELIVERIES
With plenty of deliveries coming through the door in the next few
weeks, it’s important to know what to do if you receive a delivery
card through your letterbox which you don’t believe is genuine especially one which asks you to dial a premium rate number.
If you have concerns about a particular number you are being
asked to call, then contact PhonepayPlus on 0800 500 212 for
further guidance. Lines are open Mon-Fri, 8am-6pm.
However, you should also be aware that there is one chain email
still circulating - warning about a postal scam that could leave you
£315 out of
pocket - which is
actually a hoax.
The hoax email
warns about a
card posted
through your
door from a
company called
PDS (Parcel
Delivery Service)
suggesting that
they were unable to deliver a parcel and that you need to contact
them on 0906 6611911 (a premium rate number).
It warns you not to call this number, as it is a mail scam
originating from Belize, and if you call it you will already have
been billed £315.
This phone number was shut down by PhonepayPlus (then called
ICSTIS) in December 2005. The service has not been running since
that date. If you receive a copy of the hoax email warning do not
forward it to others.
For more detailed information about PhonepayPlus’ work, please
visit www.phonepayplus.org.uk.

Message from Carren Tate (Police, Staff, Rushcliffe)

37

Fifty years ago some residents in the village were not quite sure if
they lived in Bunny or Bunney, because there was a difference of
opinion as to how the name should be spelt.
The local authorities seemed to be united in thinking that it should
be a five-letter word, but even with them there was an occasional
slip, and letters to the parish council did sometimes refer to the
longer spelling of Bunney.
Bunny or Bunney? That was the question as a new move was made
by some residents in the village to have the additional letter
included in the spelling.
Few people in the village did in fact spell the name with the extra
letter, but the managers of the newly-opened village school decided
that the ‘e’ should be included in the spelling, and the new
signboard for the school showed that.
The spelling has caused dispute and confusion in the village for
years. But whatever the confusion between those two names, the
difference goes back several hundred years when Domesday Book
version is studied.
According to the Book, which is the bible as far as historical
records go, in the year 1086 the spelling was then given as BONEI.
But then some 140-odd years later in 1225 it had changed to
BONEY. That name changed two years later in 1227 when it
appeared as BUNEYA, while by 1576 it had changed to BUNNEY.
By 1718 the ‘e’ had been dropped out, and the spelling was given as
Bunny.
Newcomers to the village never use the extra letter, although the
spelling BUNNEY does appear from time to time on some printed
items and gravestones.
The GPO do not use the sixth letter, but the name is spelt
BUNNEY in the 1950s on the front of the parish church magazine
– but not inside!
The Nottingham Evening Post ran a story in 1963 under the

heading “The Village that Nobody can spell” and said that even
people who have spent most of their lives in Bunny are uncertain
how to spell its name.
Back in the day one authority, Mr F C Tighe, the Nottingham City
Librarian, after looking through old records, said the name of the
village itself derived from the Old English word “Bune” – meaning
a reed or a bush and must have referred to the flat marshland in
the district.
During the reign of Edward the Confessor, the Parish of Bunny
was owned by a Saxon called Levenot. In those days, c1003-66, the
spelling was BUNE.
Mary Hill, the former postmistress at Bunny and an authority on
the history of the village, previously said that “Bunny is mentioned
as such on a memorial to Dame Ann Parkyns in 1725 but it is with
an ‘e’ on the wrestling
statue of her famous
son, Sir Thomas
Parkyns.”
Miss Hill said the Post
Office always left out
the ‘e’ on its official
mail. But in the 1950s
some printed material
issued by the parish
church still had the ‘e’
included.
Many editions of Home
and Country, the
national WI magazine,
also had the ‘e’.
And there was no
disputing the name in
1966 when the famous
Bunny Girls from the
London Playboy Club
visited the village at
the invitation of Mr Max Rumph of the Halfway Garage and the
press coverage, including BBC news, was very clear!
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Mike’s Memories
Mike Elliott looks at past disputes over whether the
village should be called Bunny or Bunney

Back In The Day

BUNNY BULLETIN INFORMATION
ONLINE
Editions can be viewed online at www.bunnyvillage.org.uk.
DIARY PAGES
If you are holding an event and would like it included in the
Village Diary pages, please contact Heather on 0115 9845172.
COPY
E-mail copy to: editor.bunnybulletin@gmail.com. Please send text
articles as Word documents (.docx); spreadsheets as Excel files
(.xls) and pictures as JPEGs (.jpg). Handwritten items can be delivered to Erica at 34 Main Street (please include a contact number).
COPY DEADLINE
Deadline for next edition: Monday, Dec 7
Delivery of next edition (provisional): Weekend of Dec 19/20
ADVERTISING
Enquiries to cjeanb36@hotmail.com.

What a fine turn out the Bunny cub pack presented in this
wartime photograph. Does anyone recognise the cub second from
the left?
Even during the war years Bunny could boast a host of societies
and clubs. At the time Bunny did not have a village hall and the
various groups would meet in a wooden building imaginatively
called the “hut” which was situated just inside the grounds of
Bunny Hall.
The hut was last used for a square dance in 1953 before it was
demolished.
Anyone recognise the cub yet? Yes, of course, it’s our old friend and
Bunny legend John Henson.
Roger Sewell, Bunny History Society
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DISTRIBUTION
If you have not received your current issue, contact your local
distributor or ring Phil Brown on 0115 9211791.
COMMITTEE
Editor: editor.bunnybulletin@gmail.com.
Invoicing & Minutes: Chris Brown, 36 Main Street, 9211791
Diary Editor & Treasurer: Heather Paul, 148 Loughborough Road,
9845172
Disclaimer: Any opinions expressed in the Bunny Bulletin are not necessarily
those of the Editorial Committee, who reserve the right to edit material as and
when it is considered appropriate.
Please note: Articles in the Bunny Bulletin are for circulation to the residents of
Bunny village and for others by subscription only. The information they contain is
not to be printed in any other publication without the author’s express permission.
This also applies to articles viewable on the village website.
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LOCAL GROUPS
Allotments
Sheila 0115 9213783 or Cathy 07803 004582
Baby & Toddlers
Nikki 07944 687260 or Steve 07843 052914

A very happy Christmas to all our readers,
advertisers and distributors.
Thank you for all your support this year.

Here’s to a better 2021 than 2020!

Bunny Improvement Group
Pete 0115 9213213 (petepearson44@gmail.com)
Church Bell Ringing
Marilyn 0115 9844081
Church Choir
Heather 0115 9845172

Community Choir
Kate 0115 9847090 (kate.m.hunt@outlook.com)

The Bunny Bulletin team.

Fabric Fundraisers
Jan 0115 9841570
Friends of Bunny School
friendsofbunnyschool@gmail.com
Gardeners
Graham 0115 9846253
Handbells
John 0115 9211335
History
Roger 0115 9216596
Lunch Bunch
Jan 0115 9841570

Men’s Institute
Bob 01509 768184 or David 0115 8374922
Messy Church
Joey (joeyhamilton102@gmail.com)
Women's Institute
Angi 07970 801709
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USEFUL TELEPHONE NUMBERS
Bunny Primary School

0115

921 2727

Church House Surgery, Ruddington

0115

984 7101

Church View Dental Practice, Ruddington

0115

984 8024

Crimestoppers UK

0800

555111

East Leake Health Centre

01509

852181

East Leake Leisure Centre

01509

852956

Electricity Loss of Supply

105

Floodline

0345

988 1188

Gas Emergency

0800

111999

Hate Crime Helpline

0800

138 1625

Keyworth Dental Surgery

0115

937 5828

Keyworth Health Centre

0115

937 3527

Keyworth Leisure Centre

0115

937 5582

Keyworth Library

0115

937 3509

Leakline & Sewer Problems

0800

783 4444

Neighbourhood Watch Co-ordinator

0115

984 5172

NHS Direct

111

Nottingham City Hospital

0115

969 1169

Nottinghamshire County Council

0300

500 8080

Police (if crime in progress call 999)
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Queen's Medical Centre

0115

924 9924

Ruddington Library

0115

921 2309

Ruddington Medical Centre

0115

921 1144

Rushcliffe Borough Council

0115

981 9911

South Wolds Academy

0115

937 3506

Telephone Preference Service

0207

291 3320

Treeline Dental Care, Keyworth

0115

937 2226

Village Dental Practice, East Leake

01509

852399

Village Hall Administrator

0115

984 6466
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