BUNNY
BULLETIN
February 2021

LUCKY ESCAPE FOR DRIVER
Delivered free to every household in Bunny
ny

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

EDITORIAL
Lockdown 3. Just when you thought it was safe to go back in the
water, etc. Actually, that was Jaws 2, come to think of it. By the
time people get to the third film (or lockdown), they tend not to
put so much effort into taglines*. Even the Government’s gone
back to the original ‘Stay home, Protect the NHS, Save Lives’ for
this one; which is good but, let’s be honest, it’s no ‘Hands, Face,
Space.’
Anyway, here we are once more, and who knows when this
particular lockdown will end. At the time of writing cases seem to
be falling locally, and hopefully vaccinations are moving apace for
those in the village at the front of the queue.
There’s a bit more of an in-depth look at the Covid situation locally
on pages 14/15. But if you’re slightly corona-weary, then there’s
other stuff on the Christmas wreath competition (pages 28/29),
house sales (pages 20/21), the return of ’My Bunny (pages 18/19,
‘hurrah!’ I hear you cry), Storm Christoph (page 31), and some
blatant filler about the police (page 36). Yes, that’s what you get
on p36 when there’s no parish council meeting to report on, I’m
afraid.
PS. During earlier lockdowns there were two editions of the
Bulletin which weren’t printed, and one edition which was printed
but only distributed to the garage rather than to people’s homes.
Obviously people’s health remains the number one priority, and
we wouldn’t want to do anything to jeopardise this in any way.
Following discussions with distributors, it has been decided - for
now - to continue printing the Bulletin and delivering it door-todoor. It’s been noticeable that other publications such as the
Rushcliffe Local News are also still being delivered. Clearly,
though, if anyone feels strongly that this is not the right course of
action to be taking, then please do get in touch at
editor.bunnybulletin@gmail.com.
The Editor
* Honourable exceptions: Scary Movie 3 - ‘Great trilogies come in
threes’; Naked Gun 33⅓ - ‘From the brother of the director of
Ghost.’
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LATEST NEWS: LATEST NEWS: LATEST NEWS

LATEST NEWS: LATEST NEWS: LATEST NEWS

Church closed for worship

Gotham Lane crash

St Mary's Church in Bunny has been closed for public worship
following a decision made by the Benefice of Keyworth, Stanton
and Bunny.
The church had remained open after England went into the third
national lockdown on January 5.
The latest government lockdown rules say that people can attend
places of worship for a service, as long as they do not mingle with
anyone outside of their
household or support
bubble, and maintain strict
social distancing at all
times.
However, the decision has
since been made to suspend
services.
The Benefice of Keyworth,
Stanton and Bunny said in
its newsletter dated
January 17: “After
consultations with the
Churchwardens it has been
decided that public worship
in our churches is now
suspended pending significant improvement in infection rates,
illness and rates of deaths.
“Whilst it would still be legal to hold services, Fr Tom and the
wardens considered that this course of action was in the best
interests of the community.
“Fr Tom will be holding Sunday and midweek services in private
which will then be recorded and placed on the benefice website as
usual.”
Services can be found online at www.ksbb.org.uk/video.

A man escaped with only minor injuries after his car ended up on
its roof in a field in Bunny.
Police were called to the incident in Gotham Lane on Monday
January 18.
A Mercedes had gone off the road at a corner, broken through the
hedge into a field,
and then travelled
around 40 yards
before finishing
upside down in a
different field.
A police
spokesman said:
“Nottinghamshire
Police were called
at around 5.15pm
on 18 January
2021 following a
report of a car
skidding off a road
and into a ditch.
“A man was taken to hospital as a precaution. It's believed he
suffered minor injuries to his arm.”
The car was removed from the scene early in the afternoon of
Tuesday 19 January.
Nottinghamshire and Rescue Service said they were not called to
the incident, and would only have attended if someone had been
trapped in the vehicle.
They re-iterated their advice about safe driving, including the need
to drive according to the road and weather conditions, adding that
“rain, ice and fog can all make it much more likely that you will
suffer a collision”.

12

13

COVID LATEST: COVID LATEST: COVID LATEST

COVID LATEST: COVID LATEST: COVID LATEST

The good news is that Covid infections in Rushcliffe have been
generally falling since the start of the year, with just a slight
upturn over the past few days.
As of January 23, there had been a total of 5,312 cases in the
borough (figures actually only date to January 18 because of a lag
in reporting).
The graph below (courtesy of Nottingham and Nottinghamshire
LRF) indicates how the cases per 100,000 over seven days have
been mainly decreasing during the month. From a high of 400 on
January 4 - only the second day ever when the rate has been 400 or
over; the other was October 23 when it was 413 - to a low of 244 on
January 14, the picture looks vaguely promising, despite the small
upturn at the end of the graph.

And who is getting Covid? In Rushcliffe, the spread of infection is
more evenly distributed among age groups than you might think.
The 20 to 29 and
50 to 59 age
groups are the
ones most
affected, as this
graph on the left
shows.
Meanwhile 46.6%
of cases have
been in males
overall, and 53.4
have been in
females.

No Covid figures are broken down to a level where you can see
statistics for just Bunny. The Government uses what’s called a
Middle Super Output Area (MSOA) for its own stats, and Bunny is
in the East Leake MSOA, along with Bradmore, Costock,
Rempstone and, obviously, East Leake.
In terms of deaths, by the end of 2020 there had been five deaths
registered in this MSOA area where Covid-19 was the underlying
cause of death. In the Ruddington MSOA there had been seven; in
Keyworth South there had also been seven; and in Keyworth
North, Tollerton and Willoughby there had been six.

County Council chairman Councillor Stuart Wallace has praised
the efforts of vaccination volunteers across Nottinghamshire.
Six local vaccination centres are up and running, as well as three
hospital hubs, and around 300 volunteers from all walks of life
have been working to support medical staff carrying out
vaccinations. Volunteers are needed to meet and greet, register
people’s details, do temperature checks and support people’s
general wellbeing.
Coun Wallace said: “I’m incredibly impressed by the efforts of our
volunteers – our unsung heroes. This truly shows the spirit of
Nottinghamshire to fight back against the pandemic. Thank you
to everyone who has given their time to help. We do need more
people to come forward, so if you are fit and well and aged
between 18 and 70, please do your bit for Nottinghamshire.”
Volunteers are needed to work six hour shifts between 8am and
8pm, seven days a week. People need to be in good health. All
successful candidates will be given a package of training and
support to assist them in their role. Call 01636 610773 for more.
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Uni says ‘no’ to land access
The University of Nottingham has refused a request for the public
to be allowed to access a large area of land it owns in Bunny.
The university owns and manages 340 acres in the Bunny Park
area, to the east of Loughborough Road. It uses the land for crop
trial activity and to grow fodder for its dairy herd.
A member of the public wrote to the university asking if some of
the land could be used by the public.
He said: “The three mile circumference of the park set in
Rushcliffe's best scenery is entirely closed….We would expect a
typical Duke or property developer to exclude everyone, but I was
ashamed to see you do it. Bunny Park is an historic site but fewer
people have access today than in the C18th.
“I know the University likes to demonstrate creative links with
communities and that its doings are sustainable and progressive.
Therefore I am simply asking you to do the same as you already do
at Lakeside. Open up a permissive route through this beautiful
park for the benefit of all.”
The member of the public approached the university after seeing a
notice on a gate to Bunny Park. It read:
“Formal Notice: An incident case has been opened with
Nottinghamshire Police. Anyone trespassing on
University Land with firearms will be reported to the
police who will attend immediately. This area has
been added to the University Surveillance System,
both by camera and Security Patrol.”
He added: “I believe that opening an area for public enjoyment
actually reduces risk of antisocial behaviour as it becomes more
visible to people who care.”
However, in its response, the university said that it would not
permit public access to the area. It said: “Because of the nature of
the activity at Bunny we take security and access very seriously
and do not permit public access through the site in order to protect
crop trials from interference and to ensure the crops grown for
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dairy forage there are not compromised. As you will appreciate, the
dairy herd operates under a Home Office licence and we cannot
risk contamination of forage crops. Protecting those crops and
wildlife and conservation areas from dogs/ fouling, fly tipping,
trespass etc is central to us maintaining the very highest
standards needed to ensure our research is world class.
“Sadly, we have had experience of theft, arson, fly tipping and
poaching at Bunny in the past and we have increased the security
presence we have for our campus to ensure the site is monitored.
“To conclude, whilst we're unable to provide access to Bunny Park I
hope you can appreciate the reasons why and that we have taken
steps to create public amenity spaces that are well used by local
communities. I appreciate there is always more that we can do but
that has to be balanced against the needs of the University
community.”
With regard to the notice on the gate, Nottinghamshire Police said
that on December 3 they had received a third party report of people
shooting on the university land. They attended and the vehicles
had gone.
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MY BUNNY
An occasional series where a resident tells us about
their life in the village. This month ... Allan de Groot
How long have you lived in Bunny?
38 years.
Where do you live?

I was very busy, as I did this at the time when the miners went on
strike and there was not much coal to be found.
What are the best things
about living in Bunny?
Living out in the countryside
has its perks as there are a lot
of places to walk the dog right
on our doorstep. And we are
very lucky to have a lot of
lovely neighbours.
What would you like to
change about village life?

Victoria Road.

Why did you move to the village?
I moved from Bingham to Bunny as I
used to meet up with my friends at the
Rancliffe Arms to play cards and
darts. It was more convenient to walk
home after a few drinks!
You’re well-known for the tree
surgery company you established,
but why is it called Aart de Groot,
not Allan de Groot?

Allan in his mid-30s

The most urgent change
required at the moment is to
get fibre optic cable put in
asap, as a lot of Bunny residents have hade visits from Openreach
due to slow internet speed.
We could all do without having people come into our home at the
moment, when we are all shielding, when the problem could be
solved with an updated system. Instead we have multiple visits
from Openreach as they won't spend any money on the outdated
and rotting cables/wires.
The six-wheel
Range Rover
that Allan used
when he was
working as a
tree surgeon

In the days of the Yellow Pages it was advantageous to have a
company name that started with A. My Dutch father's name was
Aart de Groot, so I named the company Aart de Groot Tree
Surgeons.
Three years ago I retired from the company I started. Will Clifford
took over the company when I retired, and kept the company
name.
I had started up initially as Santa Logs. I used to buy the dead elm
trees from the Rancliffe Wood, which is on the road from Bradmore
to Wysall.
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Where did homes sell in Bunny in 2020?
Take a look at any property website, and it will appear that the
housing market in Bunny is in a very healthy state.
As of mid-January there were ten properties in the village for sale
on Rightmove, for example.
But eight of these - with an average asking price of £413,750 - were
already shown as being sold subject to contract.
Homes in Albert Road, Bunny Hill, Church Street, Loughborough
Road and Victoria were all included in that list, with the only
properties still actually for sale being Bunny Hall (a snip at
£3,495,000) and one in Church View.
That’s a very decent state of affairs, when for much of last year the
proportion of available homes to those which had found buyers
would have been the other way round.
The flurry of activity is no doubt due in part to the stamp duty
holiday introduced in July 2020 to help boost the housing market
during the pandemic, which has meant that no duty is payable
when buying a property under £500,000. Nationally there has been
more buyer demand, and homes have also been selling more
quickly.
However, the stamp duty holiday is due (at the time of writing) to
end on March 31, when the threshold will be lowered to £125,000 and buyers will have to pay 2% from £125,001 to £250,000, and 5%
from £250,001 to £925,000 (if you’re buying a property for more
than that, you’re probably not too worried about the stamp duty
rate).
That’s a hefty amount on a property which is being bought for, say,
the £413,750 quoted above. At this price it would work out at
£10,687 for someone using the house as their main residence (or
£5,867 for a first-time buyer).
Of course that £413,750 figure is only an average of asking prices,
and the paid price could end up being different. So what was the
actual price paid for homes which sold in Bunny in 2020?
According to HM Land Registry, there were five properties which
sold in the village last year.
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(And how much did they go for)?
They were as follows:
Address

Month

Price

4 Church View

Jan

£230,000

48 Loughborough Road

Jul

£343,500

Keeper’s Cottage, Wysall Lane

Oct

£490,000

Woodside Farm, Loughborough Road

Jul

£650,000

19 Loughborough Road

Feb

£665,000

This works out an average
actual price paid of
£475,700, or just under
£62,000 more than the
eight houses currently
going through the final
completion process. There
was a decent geographical
spread of homes sold, too,
as the map on the right
shows. For the sake of
those either buying or
selling, or thinking of
doing so, let’s hope the
market remains robust
throughout 2021.
* All information from HM
Land Registry.
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Your Letters
We would like to thank our neighbours for their kindness,
understanding and support during our recent extension.
We fulfilled our hopes of a speedy job with as little disruption as
possible, but still appreciate that the clatter and bang of an
extension at any time is unpleasant and inconvenient; so thank
you for your understanding, support and kind compliments of the
finished article! We value your neighbourly spirit and friendship
dearly.
Steve and Louise Stubbs
Moor Lane
Thank you to all who responded to the request for food and gift
donations (below). We delivered them to the Clifton food bank
(Trussell Trust) in time for Xmas, where they were gratefully
received.
Hilary Berridge
Moor Lane

Thanks to all who have left bags of bottle tops, and in particular to
the person who seems to be acting as a sub collector judging by the
size of the bag. Please keep the plastic bottle tops coming and if
possible leave your name so I can thank you personally, if we pass
each other in the village. At present we have four large black
plastic bags for delivery after lockdown.
Jenny Norbury
21 Main Street

Business support grants available
Rushcliffe Borough Council is inviting applications for the Local
Business Support Grant, designed for businesses operating in
specific sectors and currently impacted by reduced trading
conditions.
Businesses in the hospitality, accommodation, beauty and leisure
sectors, as well as non-essential retail and their supply chains
can consider applying to support them in meeting operational
costs, or to help maintain the necessary Covid-secure measures
during and after lockdown.
Applications for eligible business owners who have not previously
applied can be completed on the Business Coronavirus webpage.
Eligible businesses could receive a one-time payment if occupying
a property with an annual property charge as below:

x £2,250 if rent is up to £15,000
x £6,000 if rent is over £15,001
Businesses that are not liable for business rates and don’t pay a
rental charge may be entitled to a fixed grant of up to £1,500 if
they have been forced to close business due to Covid restrictions
and temporarily ceased trading, or £750 if they are still
operating.
Rushcliffe Borough Council’s deputy leader, Councillor Andy
Edyvean, said: “Eligible businesses will be able to submit an
application until the Government funding is exhausted. Previous
applicants will be contacted if they are now eligible under the
new guidelines.”
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UPDATE ON THE BUNNY
DEFIBRILLATORS
Apologies if you feel we have been rather quiet recently, but the
pandemic has halted installation of the defibrillators for the time
being.
The good news is that following the excellent support of villagers
and businesses we have sufficient money for three machines.
We have had to gain permission from the Conservation Officer to
install one at the centre of the village on the new extension of the
Village Hall. We would like to thank Mike Elliott for his assistance
in obtaining the go-ahead.
The second defibrillator will be
situated on the south side of the
village on Loughborough Road, with
the power needed supplied by one of
our team living on the Private
Road.
Ideally we would like the third
defibrillator to be on Albert Road,
so that all parts of the village,
north, centre and south have easy
access to a vital piece of equipment.
We are still looking for someone to
volunteer to have a defibrillator attached to a fence or wall here.
Power is needed to stop it freezing in winter, this would only be a
minimal cost. If you could possibly help please contact one of the
defibrillator team.
Hopefully, all the life-saving machines will be installed this year.
Defibrillator Team:

CRIMES IN DECEMBER
BRADMORE
18th

KEYWORTH
3rd
4th
8th
9th
11th
14th
29th
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Theft of catalytic converter in Debdale Lane.
Meat stolen from shop in Nottingham Road.
Theft from dwelling in Highbury Road.
Damage to cable in Manor Road.
Verbal abuse in Church Drive.
Theft from shop in Nottingham Road.
Attempted burglary in Platt Lane.

PLUMTREE

8th

Burglary from a dwelling.

TOLLERTON
7th
12th
18th
18th

Wreath stolen from door in Tollerton Lane.
Damage to fence in Sedgley Road.
Party / large gathering.
Youth-related ASB in High Meadow.

WILLOUGHBY-ON-THE-WOLDS
16th

Kelly and Ben Lowe, 204 Loughborough Road (07902 468397)
David Beckford, 2 The Paddock (07414 004494)
Chris Brown, 36 Main Street (0115 9211791)
Lynn & Catriona Hind, 17 Moor Lane (Lynn 079734 41165)
(Catriona 07890 226035)
Chris Brown

Person stole items worth £422 from Bradmore Garden
Centre. Suspect has been identified and to be arrested.

Theft of car.

There were no crimes reported in Bunny, Costock, Rempstone,
Stanton-on-the Wolds or Widmerpool.
PC Kelly Carlile (07725 925330) and PCSO Tony Davies (07702
141572).
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Bunny Parish Council

VILLAGE DIARY FOR FEBRUARY
Date

Time

Event

Place

Name

Address

Phone

John Alldred

42 Loughborough Road

921 2280

David Beckford

2 The Paddock

07414 004494

John Berridge

25 Moor Lane

984 7767

Izumi Featherstone

17 Albert Road

984 6466

3

Wednesday

Blue & Green Bin Day

10

Wednesday

Grey Bin Day

15

Monday

March Bulletin deadline

16

Tuesday

Shrove Tuesday

17

Wednesday

Blue & Green Bin Day

Chris Rogers

11 Victoria Road

07919 593429
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Wednesday

Grey Bin Day

Steve Stubbs

23 Moor Lane

07843 052914

Nigel Sutton

1 The Paddock

07860 899585

Maria Webb

30 Moor Lane

921 3561

Dick Wilson

Middle Barn, L’boro Road 940 6872

Mike Elliott
(Clerk to the Council)

19/21 Main Street,

St Mary the Virgin Bunny with
Bradmore Parish Church
Churchwardens:
Heather Paul
Penny Wakefield

9845172
07531 903490

937 6506

Keyworth

Incumbent:
Rev.Tom Meyrick (rector@ksbb.org.uk)

Services at St Mary's Church in Bunny are now suspended until
the end of lockdown. Online services can be viewed at https://
www.keyworthstantonbunnychurch.com/video.htm.

All public libraries are now closed until further notice. Use of their
PCs is restricted to prebooked sessions at West Bridgford.
Telephone 01623 677200.
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VILLAGE HALL HIRE COSTS
Large and small hall together: £8 per hour (or £9 after 6pm)
Small hall only: £4 per hour
Commercial rate for full hall hire: £12 per hour
To book, please contact Andrew Featherstone on
07397 189535 or 0115 98 4646
Email Bunny.villagehall@outlook.com
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CHRISTMAS CONTEST:
Following the cancellation of the Christmas lights switch-on, the
parish council decided to hold a competition for the best wreath,
elf and Father Christmas in the village.
Here are all the category winners (with the successful entrants
winning a box of biscuits each).

ALL THE WINNERS
Congratulations, we hope you enjoyed your prizes. Thank you to
Kate Read for helping with the assessment.
Izumi Featherstone
On behalf of Bunny Parish Council

Best traditional wreath
Bunny Village 2020

Most original wreath

Most traditional Father
Christmas in the window

Best elf in the window

Penny, Albert Road.

Cath, Victoria Road.

Tammy, Moor Lane.

Mrs Eastgate, Moor Lane.
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NORBURY NATTERS

Storm Christoph in pictures

That Was The Year That Was
A year to both remember and forget ending with the move to Tier 4,
a truncated Xmas and then another lockdown. There was a foul
and malicious rumour that this Bah Humbug cheered at the Xmas
news and had become a fan of Boris – anyway it wasn’t a cheer
merely a wry smile. Us Baby Boomers have had our lives defined
and shaped by WW11 and it remains to be seen if the Covid 19
pandemic, 2020, will do the same for the next generation.

Storm Christoph brought
heavy rain to the area, but
Bunny managed to avoid
the heavy flooding of roads
seen in other storms over
the past year or so.
There was some flooding of
Wysall Road, at the back
of Bunny Hall, but
elsewhere it was mostly
confined to fields around
the village.
The Met Office had issued Flooded fields off Loughborough Rd
an Amber warning - the
second highest level - for flooding in our area between 6am on
Tuesday January 19 and 12 noon on Thursday January 21.
Katharine Smith, Flood Duty
Manager at the
Environment Agency,
offered advice about driving
through flood water. She
said: “We urge people to
keep away from swollen
rivers and not to drive
through flood water – it is
often deeper than it looks
and just 30cm of flowing
water is enough to float your
A swollen Fairham Brook
car. ”

History
To quote Alan Bennett, “it’s just one thing after another” and
history is constantly being made. It is essential that we capture
Bunny history while those who had seen it made are still around.
Mike Elliott’s memories and Roger Sewell’s articles help, but I am
sure the editor would welcome more memories of Bunny since 1939.
From what I have been told, Bunny had a number of what might be
described “ colourful characters” during this period.
Mistaken animals
From time to time there are reports of animals such as big cats
which usually turn out to be large domestic cats, or deer. We are
used to seeing horses, sheep and cattle from our house. However,
looking at the old landfill site above the Appliance City roof there
appeared to be what looked like two ostriches. Alas, on closer
inspection they turned out to be a combination of bushes and the
methane ventilators.
Housing creep
Last month’s issue covered the Mere Way development at
Ruddington with work also advancing on other sites in Ruddington,
Keyworth and Edwalton. No news yet on another site visible from
our house, namely the old brickyard, where the diggers continue to
work on the IBA mountains, or the future of the Gotham Lane
wood following the unsuccessful glamping application.
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* Storm Christoph was the third Met Office-named storm of this
season. Next up is Darcy (comes with a surly manner and £10,000
a year). Then after that we get Evert, Fleur, Gavin, Heulwen, Iain,
Julia, Klaas, Lilah, Minne, Naia, Oscar, Phoebe, Ravi, Saidhbhín,
Tobias, Veronica and Wilson.
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LOOK CLOSER NOW
A crystal on a crystal,
On a crystal in the mist,
Engraves structure on a snowflake,
As it blends into the drift.
It’s a pattern seen in nature,
From the large to very small,
Means the world is ever complex
Scarcely visible to all
A fern is soon unrolling,
‘Neath that melting drift of snow,
Winding slowly from its rhizome,
Crozier’s hook-tip will it show,
Then its stipe will branch and re-branch,
Spreading blades into the air,
And each will bear the pinnae,
Each with tiny pinnules there.
A tree trunk has a fissure,
In its complex bark network.
In the fissure is a crevice,
Where some thriving species lurk
On the walls that rise to cliff tops
Of a canyon moist and rich,
Flightless springtails graze on lichen,
In a microscopic niche.
A branch upon that tree trunk,
In the winter wooded site,
Bears a twig that reaches skyward,
Thrusting buds into the light,
Where each sepal will be splitting,
Showing spring will soon begin,
And on greenness will feed aphids,
With a virus borne within.
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Natural fractals:
snowflake, bracken,
oak tree bark

Chris Terrell-Nield 2021

Notes From Bunny Wood
The closer one looks, the more complex habitats become, because
they exhibit fractal behaviour.
This term was coined by the mathematician Benoit Mandelbrot in
1975 to describe the structure of objects such as snowflakes. It is
now used to analyse irregularly shaped objects such as coastlines
and mountain ranges plus living organisms such as plants, flowers
and many animals.
Fractals are important to ecosystems because producing
successively smaller divisions increases habitat complexity.
This promotes an increase in diversity. It creates meso- and microhabitats which species can exploit as niches as they provide
different environmental conditions, feeding opportunities and
protection from environmental
extremes and predators.
Fractals are also important in
plant structure (ever seen
romanesco broccoli?). They allow
for increase in surface area for
photosynthesis and more efficient
production of flowers and seed.
When it unrolls from winter
slumber, bracken (Pteridium
Romanesco broccoli
aquilinum) has stems and blades
that divide into pinnae, which then divide into pinnules.
The fractal structure of cow parsley and hogweed produces umbels
with multiple flowers. Branching in a tree is fractal and so are its
roots.
So when you go for a winter walk in the wood, look closely at that
tree. Its bark hosts a thriving community of small invertebrates
(mini-beasts), their fungal, algal and lichen food sources, and often
their predators. It’s fractal from crown to root.
Don’t forget the Big Garden Birdwatch 29-31 January. For details
see: https://www.rspb.org.uk/get-involved/activities/birdwatch/
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CHIRPINGS

it and dispose of it in your usual household waste. Then wash your
hands with soap and water.

Notes on birds and nature in the garden

Meanwhile, with the new lockdown under way, the local wildlife
will undoubtedly be venturing back to locations and habits
remembered from last spring, although during winter their
priorities will be finding food.
Garden birds will probably be defending any good feeding-territory,
blackbirds in particular being very quick to chase off any other
intruding blackbirds. Robins will do the same, though males may
decide not to attack visiting females with an eye to not upsetting a
potential mate.
So make the most of a winter lockdown; nature is still out there for
us to enjoy.
Sheila Clark

As if Covid wasn’t enough, you may have heard that Avian
influenza has broken out among our wild birds, and in consequence
domestic chickens and any remaining turkeys are under a
lockdown of their own.
Don’t panic - the infection is unlikely to transfer from garden birds
to humans. It has been identified primarily in wild water birds and
birds of prey.
If on your lockdown exercise walks you do notice five or more wild
birds dead in the same place, do not touch them but report it on the
Defra helpline 0345 933 55 77 (selecting option 7). The same advice
applies if you see three or more wild ducks, geese, swans or gulls
dead in the same place.
Our garden birds are more likely to be affected by salmonella,
which can transfer to humans ,and we need to take appropriate
precautions to protect the health of the birds and ourselves.
* After handling bird feeders,
cleaning bird baths or feeding
birds, wash your hands
thoroughly with soap and water.
* Bird feeders should be washed
and cleaned regularly out of
doors in the garden, using
normal household bleach diluted
one part bleach to 20 parts
water.
* Avoid directly touching any
dead bird. If you need to move it,
invert a plastic bag over your
hand as you would for dog poo
and pick it up in the plastic.
Draw the bag over your hand, tie
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HOME SECURITY
Unsolicited Communications
Once again I am deprived of the use of
the Public Library for my access to the
Internet, but at the below telephone
number for enquiries more so than
usual.
There is much concern as to how the
Vaccination Programme is rolling out.
However, if you are offered a chance to
jump the queue for a monetary
payment, you are being conned and any bank details you give may
be used to strip your account of every penny. It only takes a
National Emergency Situation to bring out the worst in some
people.
Christopher Paul,
Bunny Neighbourhood Watch Co-ordinator
Tel: 9845172
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New roads policing team being set up
Nottinghamshire Police is setting up a new roads crime policing
team to prevent criminals bringing weapons and drugs into the
county.
The armed team, headed up by a sergeant, will patrol
Nottinghamshire's road network and stop vehicles suspected to be
involved in criminality. They will work with surveillance and
intelligence teams to proactively target criminality; acting on
information provided by the community and developed within local
Neighbourhood teams.
They are the first team outside of the armed response unit to be
armed with weapons in order to prevent serious crime.
Superintendent Claire Rukas (below), Head of Operational
Support, said: "This is about targeting serious crime before it's got
the opportunity to land
on our door step and to
prevent there from even
being a victim in the first
place.
“There has not been an
increase in crime,
weapons or violence and
this is nothing for the
public to feel alarmed
about.
"Clearly the people
behind these offences can be dangerous and it's important that
officers are protected and have the right tactics available to them.”
The force has had armed officers for many years who patrol large
events and are specially trained in additional tactics with the aim
of bringing about a safe resolution.
The new armed divide will operate in a similar manner however
have more scope for proactive activity. They will routinely travel
from one end of the county to the other, covering more than 200
miles every day.
The new officers will be recruited and established throughout the
course of the year.
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BUNNY ALLOTMENTS RECIPE OF THE MONTH
Swede and parsnip bake (serves 8 )
600g swede, peeled and cut into chunks
500gm parsnip, peeled and cut into chunks
25g butter plus a little extra
4 tbsp golden syrup
200g fresh breadcrumbs
2 eggs, lightly beaten
1 tbsp olive oil
2 thyme sprigs, leaves stripped
1. Bring a large pan of
water to the boil and add
the swede chunks. Boil
for 3 mins, then add the
parsnip chunks and boil
the lot for 12 more
minutes or until tender.
Drain well, then tip both
together into a pan and
mash well with the
butter. Stir in the golden
syrup, three-quarters of
the breadcrumbs and the eggs with plenty of seasoning.
2. Transfer to a baking dish and smooth the surface. Toss the
remaining breadcrumbs with the oil, seasoning and thyme leaves,
then scatter over the mash. Dot with a few knobs of butter. The
dish can now be covered and chilled for up to 48hrs, or frozen for
up to a month – defrost completely before baking.
3. To serve, heat oven to 200C/180C fan/gas 6 and bake for 40mins
or until piping hot and crumbs are crisp.
Would you like an allotment? Please contact Cathy on
07803 004582 or Sheila on 9213783
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Mike’s Memories
Mike Elliott on how a Bunny connection got him a
involved with one of the greats at Meadow Lane
I was, in my early, days a football fanatic – I became secretary of
the village men’s football club when I was just 14 – but before that
I remember the excitement in the village on a Saturday lunchtime
when Notts County had a home match.
In the late 1940s Meadow Lane most weeks sold out of tickets as
the Magpies roared to success and tickets were, I remember, like
gold.
But for some games there was hope for the local Notts fans,
through the good offices of Mr Bertie Edwards, who lived at Bunny
Hall and who was a director at Notts County.
He would turn up at about one o’clock at the Rancliffe Arms with
up to six tickets for the match
that afternoon, and then there
were six happy fans from the
village at least for that day.
In November 1947, Notts had
stunned the footballing world
with the recruitment of England
international Tommy Lawton.
The England number nine had
left top-flight Chelsea to join the
Third Division South Magpies much like if Harry Kane was
seen dropping down to League 2
nowadays.
Lawton's signing was for a
British record fee, but his arrival
added around 10,000 to the gates
at Meadow Lane. The average
home crowds for the next eight
Tommy Lawton (right) and Jackie
seasons remained the highest in
Sewell playing for Notts County
the club's history.
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One very clear example of the bolstered attendances was a Boxing
Day encounter with Swansea that saw 45,000 pack into Meadow
Lane, with an estimated 10,000 locked outside.
A number of attendances were over 30,000 and 40,000, and, in
1949-50, with an average gate of over 34,000 spectators, Notts
gained promotion to the Second Division.
Mr Edwards was the Bunny FC President, when I was secretary
and he was aware how much football meant to me. One day he
visited me at my home on Albert Road and asked me if I wanted a
job in the office at Meadow Lane.
There was only one answer I could give - yes! At that time there
was just secretary Mr 'Chick' Heath and myself in the office, and I
was still working there when Lawton took on the team manager’s
post for 15 months from 1957.
Lawton knew I was a referee in the Notts Sunday League, and
asked me to keep my kit at
Meadow Lane so I could do
some refereeing if he wanted
a game between two sets of
County players as part of
their training.
And there was one big event
for me when an England XI
played County in a game
behind closed doors at
Meadow Lane in readiness
Meadow Lane
for an international they had
the following night at the
City ground against Holland.
To ref that game was something special. The only player I can
remember who was in the England XI was Arsenal’s (later to
become a Nottingham Forest player) Doug Lishman.
I do remember having words on the field with the Notts County
player Jimmy Jackson who had disagreed with a decision. The
manager had us both in the next morning and asked what had
happened.
We both said what we wanted, and the player was fined £5. But we
stayed friends, I was pleased to say.
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Back In The Day

BUNNY BULLETIN INFORMATION
ONLINE
Editions can be viewed online at www.bunnyvillage.org.uk.
DIARY PAGES
If you are holding an event and would like it included in the
Village Diary pages, please contact Heather on 0115 9845172.
COPY
E-mail copy to: editor.bunnybulletin@gmail.com. Please send text
articles as Word documents (.docx); spreadsheets as Excel files
(.xls) and pictures as JPEGs (.jpg). Handwritten items can be delivered to Erica at 34 Main Street (please include a contact number).
COPY DEADLINE
Deadline for next edition: Monday, February 15
Delivery of next edition: Weekend of February 27/28
ADVERTISING
Enquiries to cjeanb36@hotmail.com.

This month’s picture is a postcard from 1923 featuring the Bunny
Park cricket club. The card was sent from the secretary of the club,
Mr A V Attwell, to the landlord of the Rancliffe Arms, Mr
Hutchinson.
The earliest reference to a cricket match at Bunny was in 1814.
The pitch at Bunny was situated in a field behind the barns in
Bunny Hall grounds, and was considered at the time to be one of
the best in the county. The team was made up mainly of players
from Bradmore and Bunny. Bradmore had a reputation for
producing very good cricketers. Many of the players were also
members of the Bunny Lawn Tennis club. Both teams formed part
of the rich and varied sporting life of our village.
Roger Sewell, Bunny History Society
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DISTRIBUTION
If you have not received your current issue, contact your local
distributor or ring Phil Brown on 0115 9211791.
COMMITTEE
Editor: editor.bunnybulletin@gmail.com.
Invoicing & Minutes: Chris Brown, 36 Main Street, 9211791
Diary Editor & Treasurer: Heather Paul, 148 Loughborough Road,
9845172
Disclaimer: Any opinions expressed in the Bunny Bulletin are not necessarily
those of the Editorial Committee, who reserve the right to edit material as and
when it is considered appropriate.
Please note: Articles in the Bunny Bulletin are for circulation to the residents of
Bunny village and for others by subscription only. The information they contain is
not to be printed in any other publication without the author’s express permission.
This also applies to articles viewable on the village website.
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LOCAL GROUPS
Allotments
Sheila 0115 9213783 or Cathy 07803 004582
Baby & Toddlers
Nikki 07944 687260 or Steve 07843 052914
Bunny Improvement Group
Pete 0115 9213213 (petepearson44@gmail.com)
Church Bell Ringing
Marilyn 0115 9844081
Church Choir
Heather 0115 9845172
Community Choir
Kate 0115 9847090 (kate.m.hunt@outlook.com)
Fabric Fundraisers
Jan 0115 9841570
Friends of Bunny School
friendsofbunnyschool@gmail.com
Gardeners
Graham 0115 9846253
Handbells
John 0115 9211335
History
Roger 0115 9216596

Lunch Bunch
Jan 0115 9841570
Men’s Institute
Bob 01509 768184 or David 0115 8374922
Messy Church
Joey (joeyhamilton102@gmail.com)
Women's Institute
Angi 07970 801709
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USEFUL TELEPHONE NUMBERS
Bunny Primary School

0115

921 2727

Church House Surgery, Ruddington

0115

984 7101

Church View Dental Practice, Ruddington

0115

984 8024

Crimestoppers UK

0800

555111

East Leake Health Centre

01509

852181

East Leake Leisure Centre

01509

852956

Electricity Loss of Supply

105

Floodline

0345

988 1188

Gas Emergency

0800

111999

Hate Crime Helpline

0800

138 1625

Keyworth Dental Surgery

0115

937 5828

Keyworth Health Centre

0115

937 3527

Keyworth Leisure Centre

0115

937 5582

Keyworth Library

0115

937 3509

Leakline & Sewer Problems

0800

783 4444

Neighbourhood Watch Co-ordinator

0115

984 5172

NHS Direct

111

Nottingham City Hospital

0115

969 1169

Nottinghamshire County Council

0300

500 8080

Police (if crime in progress call 999)

101

Queen's Medical Centre

0115

924 9924

Ruddington Library

0115

921 2309

Ruddington Medical Centre

0115

921 1144

Rushcliffe Borough Council

0115

981 9911

South Wolds Academy

0115

937 3506

Telephone Preference Service

0207

291 3320

Treeline Dental Care, Keyworth

0115

937 2226

Village Dental Practice, East Leake

01509

852399

Village Hall Administrator

0115

984 6466

52

