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EDITORIAL
For those of us who remember it, it’s hard to imagine that 1980
was 41 years ago - and that if you went the same amount of time
backwards from that date, you’d be at the start of the Second
World War.
Still, tempus fugit*, as Alexander Boris de Pfeffel Johnson would
undoubtedly say, and it’s interesting to look back and see how the
village has fared over the past four decades.
In some
ways, very
little has
changed; if
you removed
the large
trees from
this photo
(right) of the
corner of
Albert Road
and Victoria Road, for example, you might be hard-pressed to
distinguish it from a similar view today. But, as the front page
photo and those on pages 28 and 29 show, it’s a different story
elsewhere.
Anyway, we’re over halfway down and I haven’t mentioned Covid
yet, so here goes. All the signs seem to be promising in terms of
both vaccinations and the number of positive cases locally - see
page 13 for details - so hopefully by the time this comes out, the
reintroduction of outdoor sport and the outdoor rule of six
(scheduled for March 29 at the earliest), and the reopening of nonessential retail and pub gardens (not before April 12) will still be
on the cards. In the meantime, stay safe, and I hope the
vaccination gods smile upon you.
The Editor
* Never forget the old saying: ‘Time flies like an arrow; fruit flies
like a banana’.
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LATEST NEWS: LATEST NEWS: LATEST NEWS

Normal bus services resume
Kinchbus has resumed normal services on its number 9 route
through Bunny, following changes which were made during the
third lockdown.
The company had introduced a new timetable on January 31,
which reduced the service to every half hour.
But from March 7 it
reverted back to its normal
timetable, with buses
running every half hour
(and more frequently in the
morning) up until the early
evening, Monday to
Saturday. Some of the times
are slightly different, but
the main difference is that
the main pick-up and dropoff point in Nottingham is
now Greyfriar Gate near
Ocean nightclub (see photo) rather than the bus stop outside
Nottingham Crown Court as it was previously. This hasn’t yet
been updated on the map routes on the Kinchbus website, but the
company has confirmed it is correct. The full timetable can be seen
at https://www.kinchbus.co.uk/services/kinchbus9/timetable.

LATEST NEWS: LATEST NEWS: LATEST NEWS

Half of adults vaccinated
There have been positive signs regarding the Covid pandemic in
March, with cases continuing to fall and half of the adult
population having been vaccinated already in the local area.
According to data published on March 11, in the wider East Leake
area - of which Bunny is a part - 49.7% of over-16s had received at
least one vaccination dose. That compares to 37.5% in England as
a whole. Obviously that’s a figure which will be much higher once
the whole month is taken into account, as vaccination is rolled out
through those in their 50s, and possibly 40s. (And, of course, the
overall target is for all over-18s to have at least one dose by the
end of July, rather than over-16s).
Meanwhile there were fewer than three positive tests in the wider
East Leake area in the week up to March 11 (any lower than three
and the actual number is not revealed); and just 94 in the week up
to March 16 for the whole of Rushcliffe.
All of which means that, as of March 12, the rate per 100,000
people in Rushcliffe was down to just 50 over the previous seven
days. That’s the lowest rate since the end of September, and
compares to a figure of 77 for the whole of Nottinghamshire.
The chart below from Nottingham and Nottinghamshire LRF
shows how the rate in Rushcliffe has been falling this year.

**************************
Many people will know that Roger Sewell sadly died on March 14.
Roger, of Moor Lane, was a much-loved member of the village
community and was involved in a number of groups including the
Bunny History Society. He passed away just three weeks after his
wife Suzy died, and our thoughts are with their family and friends.
We hope to run a tribute in next month's edition.
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CRIMES IN FEBRUARY

Diversion in place
The main route from Bunny to Keyworth will be closed for three
weeks this month.
Bunny Lane will be closed from its junction with Park Avenue to
its junction with Wysall Road (see map below), so that drainage
and sewer work for the new Keyworth Rise development can be
carried out.
The official diversion will be via Pendock Lane and Bradmore
Lane to Plumtree, and then via Station Road and Normanton Lane
to Keyworth.
So it will be a bit of a
roundabout route to get
to the shops in Keyworth
(which, of course, you’ll
be allowed to do with the
proposed reopening of
non-essential retail,
hairdressers and gyms
on April 12).
The closure in both
directions is scheduled to
be in place from 7am on
Tuesday April 6 to 5pm
on Monday April 26, having initially been earmarked for March 1
to March 19. (Surely no-one had the bright idea that it would be
better doing most of it in the Easter holidays?)
P Hughes Construction Ltd is carrying out the work on behalf of
Bloor Homes Ltd, which is developing Keyworth Rise.
The developer has permission to build 221 homes on the site, and
is currently advertising the first phase of 47 homes, ranging from
£225,000 for a two-bed to £374,950 for four-bed.
Bloor Homes says: “Living at Keyworth Rise means you'll find a
range of day to day amenities on your doorstep, including excellent
commuter links to the city and beyond. From outstanding schools,
shops, a Sainbury's Local and Co-Op Food, to leisure facilities,
health care, take-away's and cafes, the village is well catered for.”
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COSTOCK
19th

Anvil stolen from garden in Main Street

EAST LEAKE
1st
16th

Catalytic convertor stolen from vehicle in Angrave Rd
Number plate stolen from motorcycle in Foxglove Cres

KEYWORTH
2nd
6th
7th
8th
11th
20th
20th
23rd
24th

Dog / owner causing issues in Main Street
Loud party, possible Covid breach in Plantation Road
Off-road bikes on public road in Debdale Lane
Theft of baby milk from shop in Wolds Drive
Anti-social behaviour (neighbour) in Croft Road
Loud party, possible Covid breach in Gorse Road
Loud party, possible Covid breach in Manor Road
Attempted theft from van in Walton Drive
Parking issues with contractors in Nicker Hill

THRUMPTON
24th

Number plates stolen from vehicle in Church Lane

TOLLERTON
15th

Damage to car tyre in Tollerton Lane

There were no crimes reported in Bunny, Bradmore, Plumtree,
Rempstone, Widmerpool or Willoughby-on-the-Wolds.
PC Kelly Carlile (07725 925330) and PCSO Tony Davies (07702
141572).
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BUNNY AND BRADMORE ANNUAL MEETINGS
Bunny and Bradmore Churches annual meetings will take place on
Sunday 11th April at 11.30am in Bunny Church.
Coronavirus restrictions will be in place - the church will be wellventilated, seats allocated and placed at least 2 metres apart, hand
sanitisers provided, and everyone will be asked to wear a face
covering unless there is a medical reason not to.
Everyone living in Bunny and Bradmore who is on the electoral
register administered by the local authority is very welcome to
attend.
The meetings start with a Vestry meeting at which the
Churchwardens are elected (currently Heather Paul and Penny
Wakefield). Anyone on the local authority electoral register and
who has been baptised as a member of the Church of England may
stand for election to these offices - please contact Heather or Penny
if you are interested.
The Annual Parochial Church Meeting (APCM) follows. Chaired by
Father Tom, it receives reports, including the Annual report,
Electoral Roll Officer’s, Treasurer’s, Annual Audited Accounts,
Churchwardens’, Fabric and Safeguarding Officer’s.
It also appoints the Independent Accounts Examiner and the PCC
members. Current PCC members are serving for three years. To be
eligible to stand for the PCC you need to have been on the Bunny
and Bradmore Churches Electoral Roll (not the same as the local
authority electoral register) for at least 6 months ,and be an actual
communicant.
The outcomes of the meetings will be reported in the Bunny
Bulletin. As you can imagine, there will be a need for lots of help as
we open up for activities when coronavirus restrictions end (not
before 21 June).
Please contact Heather (0115 9845172) or Penny (075319
03490 / penelope-wakefield@sky.com) for further information and
to book a place for the annual meetings. Contact Christopher Paul
if you wish to join the Bunny and Bradmore Churches Electoral
Roll (0115 9845172).
Heather and Penny
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Register for May 6 elections

NORBURY NATTERS

There are two local elections taking place on May 6, and the
deadline for registering to vote is April 19.
People will be voting in the county council elections, and also
choosing who will be the county’s Police and Crime Commissioner
for the next four years.
If you were registered to vote in the last election and your details
haven’t changed, then you don’t need to take any action.
However, if you have recently turned 18 or moved home, you may
need to check that you are registered to vote.
Kath Marriott, deputy returning officer for Rushcliffe Borough
Council, said: “Make sure you can take part in these elections by
registering to vote before the deadline. It’s an opportunity to make
your voice heard and have a say on who represents you on issues
that directly affect
day-to-day life here
in Rushcliffe. If
you’re not registered
by April 19, you
won’t be able to
vote.”
Voters have a range
of options for casting
their ballot – in
person, by post, or
by appointing someone they trust to vote in their place, known as a
proxy vote.
The deadline to apply for a postal vote is 5pm on April 20, and for
a proxy vote the deadline is 5pm on April 27.
For those who choose to vote in person, the county council says
there will be the usual safety measures in polling stations
including social distancing, hand sanitiser, and the wearing of face
masks.
To register to vote, visit https://www.gov.uk/register-to-vote. If
you’re not sure whether you are registered or not, you can check by
calling 0115 981 991.

Roy Remembered
I used to say that looking after the Village Hall was easy compared
to the church. Roy’s immense efforts went beyond the spiritual as
the church plays a vital role in the community. The speed at which
volunteers restored the church following a community event was
largely down to Roy’s meticulous organisation. Also, as someone
who is terrified of heights I feel queasy every time I think of Roy
climbing the church tower. Roy will be sorely missed.
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Morrisons Makeover
The makeover of the service station has been completed with the
changeover to Morrisons and the staff are very smart in their new
corporate uniforms. Alas, Morrisons cards are not valid for
shopping or fuel. Daily papers will continue to be sold, but it is
claimed that the level of magazine sales could not justify stocking.
However, for oldies who, for example, remain fans of the Radio
Times, there is a very advantageous offer in each copy for home
delivery.
Riparian Reminder
Ruth Edwards and the Parish Council continue to press the
relevant authorities to take remedial action over surface water
flooding in the village. It should be noted that Notts CC have
issued an advice leaflet for Riparian Owners. These are owners of
land next to water courses who are responsible for ensuring that
their section is maintained. This will have relevance, for example,
to some residents on the northern side of Moor Lane who own
property adjacent to the all-important ditch.
Ear Ear
It came as a surprise to find that some GP Surgeries are no longer
carrying out ear syringing. Depending upon who you speak to, they
are a casualty of Covid, or that GPs are no longer required to
provide the service. As a result, there is a need for sufferers to
resort to companies offering the “micro suction” method. However,
not surprisingly, this service comes at a cost. Details on request.

BUNNY PARISH

COUNCIL MINUTES

Minutes of the meeting held by Zoom on February 18

* Notts County Council provided a map which showed trees on the
village green adjacent to the village school were not on land owned
by the parish council.
* Harry Barr, Bunny village hall, wrote and gave the valuation and
insured figure for the hall currently as £491,674.
* Website figures January 2021. Daily page views 37 compared to
26 in December. Unique visits were 18 compared to 11 previous
month ad first time visits were 14 compared to eight. Sunday
January 31 was busiest day, with 72 page visits including 19 first
time visits.
* John Berridge gave a presentation on the possibility of a
Neighbourhood Plan being produced for the village.

Declarations of interest
Coun Beckford and Sutton, planning item 21/00302/ful.
Neighbourhood Plan
Coun Berridge informed the Parish Council that the sub-committee
are recommending that a number of criteria need to be satisfied
before the P.C. takes a decision about proceeding with a
Neighbourhood Plan. The criteria include a relaxation of Covid
rules and amendments to the Planning for the Future White Paper
supporting community engagement with the planning process.
The stages of the Neighbourhood planning process were explained
including having access to information necessary to taking a
decision whether to produce a Neighbourhood Plan. In addition the
advice provided by Rushcliffe B.C. including the grants available to
support Neighbourhood planning was explained.
The P.C. decided that the criteria would be revisited in future P.C.
meetings as additional information becomes available with a view
to agreeing whether to proceed once matters beyond the control of
the P.C. are clarified.
Minutes of the meeting held on January 21, 2021
Were accepted as circulated and would be signed by the chairman
when appropriate.

Report from the district and county council member
There was no report. Coun Adair reported he was unable to gain
access to the Zoom site.
Correspondence
* Notts County Council Rights of way officer James Hatchett said
there was no public right of way involved in the area of the
planning development by Mrs Cripwell for four new dwellings
Moor Lane.
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Village hall
* The meeting was told there had been a booking for the village
hall by a film crew. They had used the hall before.
* Fire alarm and emergency exit lights are now installed. When
Covid restrictions relax Coun Sutton will inform of testing and
operations.
* Emergency exit lighting is LED and this will be illuminated day
and night, the cost is minimal to the parish. Mr Squires to
commence work, walls to be painted white and beams light grey.
The lime plaster will be painted with lime based paint. Light grey
around the circular window considered. Mr Squires has offered to
open one more window in the hall for future better ventilation as
part of his work.
* Finance for the refurbishment of the village hall, spend so far;
Fire alarm, external emergency lighting, electrical work, new
village hall sign, refurbishment of the two notice board in the
centre of the village and full painting work of the internal space of
the village hall - total cost £5,956.94.
* Estimate of availability of funds discussed, costs of out-standing
refurbishment cost given to councillors and decision made to
postpone all other work, including new chairs, hall floor and table
trolley, until a clear understanding of council finances in April.
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* The village hall sign, councillors agreed slate with gold lettering,
* Coun Featherstone to enquire if there is any ongoing
maintenance required and report back. EICR every year
requirement due this month.
Planning
Rushcliffe Borough Council Applications
21/00302/ful. Jacky Cripwell, land west of Grange Farm, Moor
Lane. Change of use from a paddock for stabling, horse exercise,
poultry and the storage of farm equipment, materials and feed to a
residential development of 4 detached dwellings and associated car
garages and landscaping, demolition of existing large storage barn
and timber horse stables and sheds.
Rushcliffe Borough Council have confirmed there is no request in
to them for a judicial review in regard to the decision to permit the
application in question. And the planning department have also
confirmed there is no right of way matter involving the
development site.
Rushcliffe Borough Council Decisions
20/03061/ful. Mr Mrs Soughton, Plum Tree House, 14 Moor lane.
Single storey rear and side extension. Grant.
20/03204/LBC Bunny and Bradmore Charities, Bunny school
house and almshouses. High level masonry and stone restoration,
chimney stacks, gables, copings, finials etc. Structural repairs to
dormer window. Restore leaded casements. Grant permission.
Delegation of powers to chairman, vice chairman and clerk
Currently the Government are stipulating that Zoom meetings
must end after May 6, meaning meetings will then be face to face.
NALC, the Local Government Association and the Society of Local
Council Clerks are all stating they do not support the change as
early as May, all saying they feel it is too early to hold meetings
face to face and point out the dangers that could be introduced.
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The clerk said he had written to Rushcliffe MP Ruth Edwards
asking for her to support the move to ensure Zoom meetings
continue after May.
And he had also written to Robert Jenrick, MP for Newark, and the
Housing Communities and Local Government Minister on the
same subject.
To ensure the work of the parish council is not held up the
chairman, vice chairman and clerk were given emergency
executive powers to make decisions on items such as planning, etc
after consultation with members, and then act upon them.
Environment including Bunny Improvement Group
* The meeting was told by Coun Featherstone that checks had
revealed that if the flag on the post opposite the Rancliffe Arms
was flown at half mast, it caught in the branches of the adjacent
tree. If the council wished to remove the tree it needed to be on the
agenda of the next meeting.
* The question of a litter pick was raised although it was accepted
under the current the Government lock-down situation it would
not be possible to stage an organised event. The Borough council
would pick up any bags of rubbish that were collected by
individuals.
* The clerk was to report the possible unsafe condition of the
bridge over the Fairham Brook at the former football ground end of
the village. Members were asked to submit a photograph of the
structure for the clerk to send to the local Internal Drainage Board.
Right to regenerate
Report circulated. In the absence of Coun Wilson the matter was
not discussed.
Date of next meeting confirmation
March 18, 2021
* Please note, these minutes are subject to final approval by
the council.
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Your Letters

Your Letters

Misty and I would like to thank the five
lovely people who found Katie taking
herself for an unaccompanied walk in
Bunny woods on February 16. Misty had
hurt her foot and couldn’t continue.
Katie decided to leave us and continue
on her own in spite of being told not to.
Luckily, she bumped into a friendly
group of local residents who rang the
phone number on her ID tag and
brought her back to us.
Many thanks and we hope to meet you
again (while respecting correct
distancing) but with Katie accompanied
by a human.
Penny Standen
Loughborough Road
On Good Friday, April 2, there will be a short Easter trail in the
grounds of Bunny church for children and their parents, finding
five clues to help piece together the story of Jesus and Easter.
There will also be 'Messy Church' activity bags available for
children to pick up in front of the church the same day, or after
school on Thursday April 1.
Please note this is not a formal event, but rather something that
parents and children can do in their own time. Helpers may be
present but they will be socially distanced at all times. Please
ensure you also ensure social distancing while going round the
trial. There are 25 activity bags on a first-come first-served basis.

Inspired by a discussion on litter louts
after seeing one in action, Darcey (5)
was moved to take matters into her own
hands.
Seth (4) wanted to help his sister to
save the planet after becoming angry at
the subject himself.
Together they proudly picked two big
bin liners of rubbish.
Mostly plastic,
snack packets,
drink packets,
PPE and paper.
They feel like they saved Bunny and have
made a small dint in saving the planet.
We are very proud of them and most
importantly they are very proud of
themselves.
Watch out
litter louts.
Darcey and
Seth are
NOT afraid
to challenge pollution, and invite
everyone who loves our planet to join
in the effort to save it by taking their
own positive action.
Louise Stubbs
Moor Lane

Joey Hamilton
Messy Church
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Bunny Parish Council

VILLAGE DIARY FOR APRIL
Date

Time

Event

Place

Name

Address

Phone

John Alldred

42 Loughborough Road

921 2280

David Beckford

2 The Paddock

07414 004494

28

Palm Sunday

Clocks go forward

2

Good Friday

Bank Holiday

5

Easter Monday

Bank Holiday

John Berridge

25 Moor Lane

984 7767

7

Wednesday

Grey Bin Day

Izumi Featherstone

17 Albert Road

984 6466

12

Monday

Bulletin deadline

Chris Rogers

11 Victoria Road

07919 593429

14

Wednesday

Blue & Green Bin Day

13

Wednesday

Grey Bin Day

Steve Stubbs

23 Moor Lane

07843 052914

15

Thursday

Nigel Sutton

1 The Paddock

07860 899585
921 3561

1.35pm

Mobile library

Convent

2.05pm

Mobile library

Rancliffe

Maria Webb

30 Moor Lane

2.30pm

Mobile library

Albert Road

Dick Wilson

Middle Barn, L’boro Road 940 6872

Mike Elliott
(Clerk to the Council)

19/21 Main Street,

21

Wednesday

Grey Bin Day

28

Wednesday

Blue & Green Bin Day

937 6506

Keyworth

Services at St Mary's Church in Bunny are now suspended until
the end of lockdown. Online services can be viewed at https://
www.keyworthstantonbunnychurch.com/video.htm.

St Mary the Virgin Bunny with
Bradmore Parish Church
Churchwardens:
Heather Paul
Penny Wakefield
Incumbent:

9845172
07531 903490
Rev.Tom Meyrick (rector@ksbb.org.uk)
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VILLAGE HALL HIRE COSTS
Large and small hall together: £8 per hour (or £9 after 6pm)
Small hall only: £4 per hour
Commercial rate for full hall hire: £12 per hour
To book, please contact Andrew Featherstone on
07397 189535 or 0115 98 4646
Email Bunny.villagehall@outlook.com
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Bunny village in 1980:

As pictured by ‘Aussie’ Steve

Steve Bradbury was brought up at 20 Albert Road before
emigrating to Australia in 1968, when he was 12 years old.

He then came back to the village for a visit in 1980, and these are
some of the photos he took while he was here.
The ‘tadpole
pool’ in the
foreground,
and looking
over the
fields
towards the
main road
and Bunny
Hall

Bunny
Hall was
much
more
visible
from the
A60

Fairham Brook, with the church in the background

28

The
village
green
with
some
young
trees
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‘BIG CHANGES COMING RE.
First things first: I would like to echo
the comments of the Editor in last
month’s Bunny Bulletin and thank
Christopher Paul for holding the fort for
so long.
I know there is a view that nobody in
the village is interested in
Neighbourhood Watch because the
reported crime level in Bunny is
typically so low!
However, there’s much more to Neighbourhood Watch than simply
taking comfort from the monthly figures for reported crimes...
Community engagement in making the community safer and more
united is at the heart of Neighbourhood Watch, so this will be the
primary focus in changes that will be made over the coming
months.
Under the auspices of NottsWatch (the registered charity that
embraces all the county’s Neighbourhood Watch schemes as well
as having links to partners including Rushcliffe Borough Council,
the Police, and Nottinghamshire County Council – for more details
see the website www.nottswatch.co.uk), a pro-active approach to
Neighbourhood Watch will be taken that seeks to:
* Reduce and prevent crime and the fear of crime (including
scams, cybercrime,
and burglaries).
* Address issues
relating to antisocial behaviour
(including dog
fouling, fly-tipping,
and littering, such
as that collected
from Fairham
Brook Lane, right).
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NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH’
* Create safer neighbourhoods.
* Build community spirit and cohesion.
* Help others in neighbourly ways.
* Support vulnerable residents in the village.
* Welcome new residents to the village.
* Improve the quality of life as well as our local environment.
Bunny is too large for a single Neighbourhood Watch scheme, so
the aspiration is to adopt best practice (e.g. as in Keyworth and
Tollerton) by creating a number of linked schemes with each
concentrating on a smaller group of houses. This will be my main
theme in next month’s Bunny Bulletin.
My fellow trustees at NottsWatch, and the chair of its Executive
Committee, Paul Macey, are very supportive of plans to change the
way in which Neighbourhood Watch operates in Bunny by focusing
on community engagement.
Paul has offered the following words of encouragement: “Over the
past year there has been a great resurgence in community spirit,
as evidenced by a willingness on the part of members of the public
to engage with and support their local communities.
“It is with this in mind that we wish to promote the many benefits
of being part of a pro-active approach to Neighbourhood Watch.
Please support Dick in his role as your new Neighbourhood Watch
Co-ordinator in order to enjoy those benefits.”

Dick Wilson
Neighbourhood Watch Co-ordinator for Bunny
Tel.: 0115 940 6872
Email: DickWilson@nottswatch.co.uk
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Notes From Bunny Wood

REAWAKENING
Woodland is waking from winter slumber,
New day is breaking over the lea,
Clear is the morning, warm is the dawning,
Springtime is stirring each glade and tree.
Robin is singing notes full of meaning,
Sometimes is ringing slightly off key,
Wood pigeons wooing, billing and cooing,
In ride-side cherry’s high canopy.
Sunlight is lacing through leafing branches,
Spotlighting greens of pre-vernal spree,
Lighting the blackthorn skeins of white blossom, Blackthorn
Setting the flight path for bumblebee.
Down in the coppice bluebell is shading,
Shortly to make waves of azure sea,
Speckled with gold dust and windflower petal,
Celandine bright and anemone.
All are now waking from winter slumber,
New hope is breaking from sea to lea,
Fresh is the springtime, bright is the future,
Spring is for living, nature set free.

Celandine

Chris Terrell-Nield 2021
* Note that this month’s poem is based on the rhythm of “Morning
has Broken”. First published in 1931, it was written by Eleanor
Farjeon and was inspired by the village of Alfriston in East
Sussex.
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The word spring originated before the 900s and comes from the Old
English springan and Old Norse springa. It basically means “to
leap”, and is where we get “spring tide”, from the Germanic
“springen” - to jump. Collectively it is a reference to plants
springing from the ground.
So, with lengthening days spring is rolling through the wood.
Although bluebell spears have been poking through the leaf litter
since Christmas, some are just starting to show colour, forecasting
an excellent show for later in the month.
By the rides and coppiced clearings the golden flowers of lesser
celandine are appearing in drifts, and wood anemones are opening.
Blackthorn, living up to its name of Prunus spinosa is starting to
flower. Wild cherry will blossom later and it’s in the very tall one
(post 4 on the nature trail) that wood pigeons have chosen to nest.
Below them, a robin is giving its strident territorial warning, and
hopefully attracting a mate. The question is why all this activity,
and why now?
Day length and temperature control seasonal growth and
flowering; plants detect the lengthening daylight hours. They use a
molecule called phyochrome that controls the plant’s circadian
rhythm and stimulates growth. Plants also use soil temperature to
detect the change in season, more subtle in shady woodlands where
this is less variable. To avoid shading, many woodland plants are
“pre-vernal”. They quickly grow and flower, making maximum use
of light before the canopy develops.
For our robin and wood pigeons, seasonal breeding is also
regulated by day length. Photoperiod affects behaviour through
changes in melatonin secretion by the pineal gland in the brain.
This affects the hypothalamus, which regulates reproductive
hormones, so our pigeons start courting and nest building.
Hopefully you’ll be able to experience the sights and sounds of
spring in your walk through the wood. This might be on our Open
Day, which is scheduled for the last Sunday in April, but running
this is subject to prevailing Government regulations. In the
meantime, if you visit, remember that space is limited. If not safe
to park, try later.
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CHIRPINGS
Notes on birds and nature in the garden
Among the circulating Covid-season videos there is an illustrated
version of a song: “All God’s creatures got a place in the choir, some
sing low and some sing higher, some sing along on the telephone
wire, and some just clap their hands, or paws, or anything they’ve
got….” Just the thought of it never fails to make me smile!
Our local birds have been practising their singing since February,
and now moving through into April and May we will get the fullvoiced dawn chorus performance staged every day.
There are two reasons they choose dawn: the first is technical,
songs carry further on cold air before the sun has had time to
warm things up.
The second reason: the light’s not strong enough to find food easily,
so they use the time to belt out their “this is my territory, female
visitors
welcome”
message. All
very logical
really.
If you have
ever been out
among a fullflow choir of
birds at dawn,
you will know
it is almost
impossible to
distinguish
individual songs among the overall shouting.
Even experienced bird-listeners give in and just enjoy the sound,
and bird surveys are timed to start after the chorus finishes so
there is a fighting chance of identifying what is singing. (That’s
still 6am, early enough for most folk.)
It had me thinking – how would you describe a bird’s song to
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someone else? Some are easy, the chaffinch goes “pink-pink” but
when it sings it produces a cascade of notes reminiscent of a bowler
running up to the crease and delivering the ball with a flourish.
Blue tits chirr. Great tits say “teacher, teacher”. Pigeons coo, and
clap their wings noisily when they take off. Jackdaws say “Jack”.
A song thrush repeats each phrase of its song, and a mistle thrush
will do that too.
But skylarks’ songs are so complex they inspire musical
compositions to do them justice, and that’s just for the range of
notes we hear.
Their full song
lies partly
outside our
human hearing
range.
Blackbirds and
robins are
members of the
larger thrush
family too, and
have somewhat
similar “fluting”
songs, but the
robin is generally perceived to be a little bit sad and seems to end
with a question – “Y’know?”
Next time you see and hear either of these birds singing – so that
you are sure which bird the song is coming from – have a go at
pinning a description on what you are hearing.
Even if you can’t describe it to anyone else, it will help you to pick
out the song when you can’t see the bird and impress your friends
and family by waving in the general direction of the invisible
songster as you name it!
To enjoy the full surround-sound of the dawn chorus, go up to
Bunny Woods - very early. Alternatively, make an early cuppa at a
slightly more reasonable hour, open a window and listen to what’s
on your doorstep.
Sheila Clark
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Bunny Bygones:

The role of the churchwarden

This month in tribute to Roy Baker, who was a longstanding
churchwarden at Bunny, we look back on the historic role of a
churchwarden, a position of importance in village and church life
dating back many centuries.
The 15th century south porch of Bunny Church was not just a
sheltered entrance, but was used as a meeting place for church and
community business, hence the two stone benches for seating.
Church courts heard a wide variety of cases including those
involving, matrimony, defamation,
tithe, probate, clergy breach of
faith and church rights. They dealt
with neighbourly disputes, taxes or
fines on behalf of the Church. Some
church matters were reported in
the regular Presentments made to
the Archdeaconry compiled by the
churchwardens - the most
important administrative role in
the parish.
The wardens were the people’s
elected representatives in all
parochial matters. Together with
the overseers they administered
local poor relief and education. They had to ensure that children
were baptised and parishioners attended services regularly. They
reported directly to the Archdeacons’ Court and saw that any
penances were carried out. They were responsible for the fabric of
the nave, the setting and collecting of the church rate and the
Constable, Surveyor and Verger reported directly to them.
All bequests and gifts to the parish were collected by them and at
each annual audit they took possession of all that had gone before.
They presided over the annual distribution of income from church
gifts and were bound by law to keep detailed accounts.
Some communities had a rota for the churchwardens, as the post
often involved personal expense and the risk of being unpopular

with one’s neighbours, especially as the office meant presenting
moral offenders to the church courts!
For example in 1684 Churchwardens presented the following: “The
chancel is out of repair in the roof and windows; Bradmore
Chappell and its chancel are very ruinous in the roof, walls and
every part thereof in the neglect of Sir Tho. Parkins baronet: and
improprietary, the minister for not reading prayers on Wednesdays
and Fridays; Tho Perkins, knight, for not receiving holy communion
at Easter” . So even the local Lords of the Manor didn’t escape their
criticism.
And some years later on 15 May, 1718, is this report: “The
following work to be carried out: walls to be repaired; walls to be
whitewashed inside; roof to be repaired; pavement to be repaired;
chancel to be repaired. The following printed items to be supplied:
the Creed; the Lord's Prayer; the Ten Commandments; the King's
Arms The following fittings to be supplied: box for pulpit; cloth and
cushion.” This shows that even 300 years ago the upkeep of the
church was a big part of the role.
If you were chosen to be a churchwarden, you had to accept or
appoint a substitute on your behalf. The deterioration of the church
fabric and the occurrence of religious dissent, made their role much
more onerous in the latter part of the 17th century. It was never a
popular task but the need to raise extra funds and the pressure to
restore religious conformity, would have earned them few friends in
the parish, thus people went to some trouble to avoid being given
the task.
Fortunately these days the churchwardens are volunteers and do
not have to report their neighbours’ misdemeanours, but the job
still demands a great deal of time for the upkeep of the building
and dealing with church administration. Roy fulfilled his role with
dedication and close attention to detail and was a fount of
knowledge on the state of church and grounds. St Mary’s and the
village will miss him.
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Jan Eastgate, Bunny History Society

BUNNY ALLOTMENTS RECIPE OF THE MONTH
Cauliflower Couscous
The recipe serves 4 and is a great substitute for rice. It is also a
different way to use cauliflower.
Ingredients
1 small cauliflower
1 tablespoon olive oil
2 tablespoons parsley
Juice of 1 lemon
½ red onion
50g toasted almonds
Salt and pepper to
taste

Method
1. Grate cauliflower, or pulse in a food processor, until it looks like
large breadcrumbs.
2. Put in a bowl and drizzle with the oil, scatter on a large baking
tray and sprinkle with salt and pepper.
2. Roast in a preheated oven at 180 fan for 25 minutes. Keep an
eye on it so it does not burn.
3. Once cooked put back into the bowl, add parsley, lemon juice,
onions and almonds, taste again for seasoning.
4. Serve warm.
Would you like an allotment? Please contact Cathy on
07803 004582 or Sheila on 9213783
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Charging point in Bunny Lane
A new charging point for electric vehicle (EV) owners has been
installed at Bunny Lane Car Park in Keyworth.
Rushcliffe Borough Council said: “The new BP Pulse charging
point enables EV and hybrid users to quickly charge their vehicles
as they visit the village or call by on their way through, with major
routes of the A60 and A606 only a short distance away.
“This addition to the Borough’s expanding network of electric
charging facilities means that users of the car park can now rely
on this sustainable source of power in addition to their home
charging connections.”
Anyone can utilise the new facility, including D2N2 or Charge
Your Car (CYC) cardholders, users of the Charge Your Car App,
BP Pulse members and guests. The machine also accepts
contactless
payments.
Rushcliffe
Borough
Council’s deputy
leader
Councillor Andy
Edyvean said:
“We’re thrilled
to bring public
electric charging
points to
Keyworth and
provide the
village and
surrounding areas with the technology needed to support more
environmentally-friendly journeys across our Borough.
“From experience, I know that electric and hybrid vehicles offer a
whole host of benefits for the driver, their community and our
environment. This infrastructure will help support further
residents in making the switch to greener transport.”
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New wildlife strategy
Rushcliffe has a long-established community of groups and
organisations working to maintain and enhance our local wildlife
capital including sites such as Cotgrave Country Park.
The adoption of the latest 2021
-2025 Rushcliffe Nature
Conservation Strategy by
Rushcliffe Borough Council is
another step in the drive to
protect and enhance our area’s
wildlife. It is a development of
our 2016-20 strategy and the
review was carried out by the
Rushcliffe Nature
Conservation Strategy Implementation Group (RNCSIG) a
community-based effort comprising various local wildlife groups,
involved individuals along with Notts Wildlife Trust, Rushcliffe
Borough Council and Notts Biodiversity Action Group.
The strategy looks at the habitats and wildlife resources of the
Borough, at the threats and opportunities facing us, and highlights
the area’s nature reserves and wildlife projects and activities.
The headline objectives are as follows:
Promote Landscape Scale Conservation to create a more resilient
natural environment.
Promote the maintenance and enhancement of nature reserves.
Promote sympathetic land management for wildlife in rural and
urban areas.
Support continuing surveying, monitoring and reporting.
Raise awareness of nature conservation issues.
Seek to influence the impact of development on wildlife.
Support and develop Nature Conservation in Rushcliffe.
We are currently looking at an Action Plan outlining what we
would like to achieve going forward. To get a copy of the strategy
please follow this link: https://bit.ly/2PUFzbD.
Gordon Dyne, Chair, RNCSIG

40

BUNNY BULLETIN INFORMATION
ONLINE
Editions can be viewed online at www.bunnyvillage.org.uk.
DIARY PAGES
If you are holding an event and would like it included in the
Village Diary pages, please contact Heather on 0115 9845172.

COPY
E-mail copy to: editor.bunnybulletin@gmail.com. Please send text
articles as Word documents (.docx); spreadsheets as Excel files
(.xls) and pictures as JPEGs (.jpg). Handwritten items can be delivered to Erica at 34 Main Street (please include a contact number).
COPY DEADLINE
Deadline for next edition: Monday, April 12
Delivery of next edition: Weekend of April 24/25

ADVERTISING
Enquiries to cjeanb36@hotmail.com.
DISTRIBUTION
If you have not received your current issue, contact your local
distributor or ring Phil Brown on 0115 9211791.
COMMITTEE
Editor: editor.bunnybulletin@gmail.com.
Invoicing & Minutes: Chris Brown, 36 Main Street, 9211791
Diary Editor & Treasurer: Heather Paul, 148 Loughborough Road,
9845172
Disclaimer: Any opinions expressed in the Bunny Bulletin are not necessarily
those of the Editorial Committee, who reserve the right to edit material as and
when it is considered appropriate.
Please note: Articles in the Bunny Bulletin are for circulation to the residents of
Bunny village and for others by subscription only. The information they contain is
not to be printed in any other publication without the author’s express permission.
This also applies to articles viewable on the village website.
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LOCAL GROUPS
Allotments
Sheila 0115 9213783 or Cathy 07803 004582
Baby & Toddlers
Nikki 07944 687260 or Steve 07843 052914
Bunny Improvement Group
Pete 0115 9213213 (petepearson44@gmail.com)

Church Bell Ringing
Marilyn 0115 9844081
Church Choir
Heather 0115 9845172
Community Choir
Kate 0115 9847090 (kate.m.hunt@outlook.com)
Fabric Fundraisers
Jan 0115 9841570
Friends of Bunny School
friendsofbunnyschool@gmail.com
Gardeners
Graham 0115 9846253
Handbells
John 0115 9211335
History
Roger 0115 9216596
Lunch Bunch
Jan 0115 9841570
Men’s Institute
Bob 01509 768184 or David 0115 8374922
Messy Church
Joey (joeyhamilton102@gmail.com)
Women's Institute
Angi 07970 801709
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USEFUL TELEPHONE NUMBERS
Bunny Primary School

0115

921 2727

Church House Surgery, Ruddington

0115

984 7101

Church View Dental Practice, Ruddington

0115

984 8024

Crimestoppers UK

0800

555111

East Leake Health Centre

01509

852181

East Leake Leisure Centre

01509

852956

Electricity Loss of Supply

105

Floodline

0345

988 1188

Gas Emergency

0800

111999

Hate Crime Helpline

0800

138 1625

Keyworth Dental Surgery

0115

937 5828

Keyworth Health Centre

0115

937 3527

Keyworth Leisure Centre

0115

937 5582

Keyworth Library

0115

937 3509

Leakline & Sewer Problems

0800

783 4444

Neighbourhood Watch Co-ordinator

0115

940 6872

NHS Direct

111

Nottingham City Hospital

0115

969 1169

Nottinghamshire County Council

0300

500 8080

Police (if crime in progress call 999)
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Queen's Medical Centre

0115

924 9924

Ruddington Library

0115

921 2309

Ruddington Medical Centre

0115

921 1144

Rushcliffe Borough Council

0115

981 9911

South Wolds Academy

0115

937 3506

Telephone Preference Service

0207

291 3320

Treeline Dental Care, Keyworth

0115

937 2226

Village Dental Practice, East Leake

01509

852399

Village Hall Administrator

0115

984 6466
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