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EDITORIAL
The death of Prince Philip this month served to highlight the
differing attitudes to the Royal Family and to the Duke of
Edinburgh in particular, with the generation you are part of
likely to have a significant impact on your views - a poll earlier this
year showed that, while 58 per cent of all ages surveyed had a
positive opinion of him, this fell to just 37 per cent for 18 to 24-year
-olds.
Whichever your own feelings, the local public reaction was as you
would expect, with Mayor of Rushcliffe Sue Mallender saying, “We
share the Royal Family’s mourning for
his loss”, and the Benefice of Keyworth,
Stanton and Bunny noting: “Prince
Philip's long life was one dedicated to
Christian service. As the longest
serving British consort, he
demonstrated the qualities of Christian
marriage in service to his wife and
monarch as well as in his service to the
United Kingdom and Commonwealth.”
Meanwhile in Bunny, the flag was
flown at half mast (see photo, right,
courtesy of Adrian Denman).
The views of those 18 to 24-year-olds
will be put to the test in just a few days
when - with many of them voting for the first time - the county
council elections take place.
The voting record of this area is awash with blue, so it will be
interesting to see whether this continues in the first major test of
the electorate since the 2019 general election (and all that has
followed it).
Speaking of which, all the Covid signs are looking good locally, and
nationally the progress is such that the further relaxation of
measures on 17 May and 21 June will hopefully be going ahead as
planned. Hope yet for a Strawberry Fayre this year?
The Editor
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COVID LATEST: COVID LATEST: COVID LATEST

COVID LATEST: COVID LATEST: COVID LATEST

* The number of Covid cases in Rushcliffe has continued to drop
sharply over the past few weeks. At the beginning of March there
were 100 cases per 100,000 people over the previous seven days; at
the beginning of April the figure was down to 15; and by April 14 it
was just 8. That last figure compares to a figure across
Nottinghamshire of 29 per 100,000 people.

* With non-essential retail open again, there is now free parking
after 3pm in Rushcliffe car parks in a bid to help boost trade. This
includes the Bunny Lane car park in Keyworth, where normal
charges will still apply before
3pm (free for up to two hours
with a voucher from the ticket
machine, £1 for up to three
hours, £20 for up to 12 hours).
The offer is expected to last for
four weeks from reopening on
April 12.
Rushcliffe Borough Council’s
executive manager for
neighbourhoods Dave Banks
said: “We hope residents and visitors take advantage of this free
parking to visit our towns and villages to support business owners
as they recover from the pandemic.”

* All residents aged over 18 are now able to pick up free rapid
lateral flow tests in order to test themselves for Covid at home.
You can collect two boxes of seven tests per person, or four boxes
per family, in order to enable you to carry out twice-weekly testing
at home. Pharmacies in Ruddington and Keyworth are taking part
in the scheme, and you will need to register your results online or
by calling 119.
* Alternatively, the same tests are available from community
sites at Cotgrave Hub (Wed and Sat, 10am to 5.30pm) and
Rushcliffe Arena in West Bridgford. People collecting boxes from
these community sites are encouraged to have a supervised test, to
help ensure that future tests completed at home are accurate. They
can also be ordered online from
the gov.uk website.
Dawn Jenkin, Public Health
Consultant at Nottinghamshire
County Council said: “We know
that around a third of people
with Covid-19 do not experience
any symptoms and may be
spreading the virus without
knowing. Rapid testing detects
cases quickly, meaning positive
cases can isolate straightaway. As these rapid tests are being made
available to everyone, and if everyone uses them, more cases will
be detected, thereby breaking chains of transmission. This will
help to suppress and control the spread of the virus and in turn
help to reopen society and the economy more safely.”
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* One apparently surprising impact of the pandemic has been an
increase in reports of antisocial behaviour across
Nottinghamshire. There was a 50 per cent increase in these reports
in the county over the past 12 months - with Ruddington seeing the
second biggest jump of 132 per cent (from 83 to 193 incidents).
This is despite total crime falling by a fifth across Notts in the
same period, April 2020 to March 2021.
However, these antisocial behaviour figures do come with a caveat.
Covid legislation created offences that didn't exist before the
pandemic, such as holding an indoor house party, but which are
now recorded as antisocial behaviour.
Inspector Mark Dickson, area commander for Ashfield - which saw
the biggest increase of 134 per cent - said: "The majority of the
increase is down to reporting of Covid legislation breaches, such as
people gathering indoors. During lockdown people have been
staying in their own communities a lot more so that is where more
of the incidents have been taking place.”
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Roger Sewell and

Suzy Sewell

Roger and Suzy Sewell were popular neighbours on Moor Lane
and well-known members of the village community.
Whether it was with ‘The Friday Nighters’ at the Rancliffe or the
Thursday Snooker group in the Almhouses, Roger’s amiable
company made him a welcome
addition.
His love of history made him a
valued member of the History
Group from its beginning in
1999, contributing to the
History book produced at that
time, and spending
considerable time and effort
researching and preparing for
displays. He was also involved
in clearing gravestones in the
churchyard to collect the
inscriptions. He was a
knowledgeable guide for any
visiting history groups, taking
them on walks around the
village.
Along with his son Adam he
took on the task of maintaining
the Bunny Website History
pages, which receive hits from
all round the world. He also
found the time to be a church
bellringer and added handbell ringing to his skills when that
group was reformed some years ago. Finally, he could be relied on
to deliver the Bulletins on his round each month.
Suzy was limited by her illness but was still involved in the
History Group, helping when she could at events. She sourced and
collated any newspaper items on Bunny and presented them

beautifully in folders which will be a wonderful resource for future
social historians.
She also transcribed the many notebooks of Miss Mary Hill who
was a village historian and teacher in the 30s and 40s - not an easy
task, as the handwriting was difficult to read.
She took a great deal of effort in gardening and the front border to
their cottage was always a colourful and cheerful addition to the
street scene. They were both regular attenders at the Saturday
Coffee mornings at Church.
This has proved a difficult time for their children, and our heartfelt
sympathy goes out to them and their families. They have sent a
lovely photograph of their parents and also this message to friends
and neighbours:
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“Many of you in Bunny would have known our parents, Suzy and
Roger Sewell. They moved to Bunny in 1974, and as their children,
we all grew up in their cottage on Moor Lane.
Suzy and Roger passed away on 22nd February and 14th March
respectively. Mum had been unwell for much of her life and the last
year had been hard following the progression of Dad's cancer. Dad’s
battle finally ended peacefully in their home with us at his side.
Our parents didn't want a traditional funeral; rather they
requested an informal gathering in the summer for all those that
knew them. They wanted people to come brightly dressed (no black
ties!) bringing their happy memories.
Details will follow in the Bulletin but hopefully at the Rancliffe mid
-August (which would have been Dad’s birthday).
We'd like to thank everyone in the village for all the support you've
given our parents, especially over the last few difficult years. They
spoke highly of so many of you. We'll miss them so much.”
As they lived in the village for so long many of us have fond and
happy memories of them to take into the future but we also will
miss them greatly and in so many ways.
Jan Eastgate

Election Special
On Thursday May 6 voters go to the polls in Nottinghamshire for
two different elections: county council, and Police and Crime
Commissioner for Nottinghamshire. Here’s what you need to know
about both votes.

Nottinghamshire County Council
There are 66 county councillors on Nottinghamshire, representing
56 different areas.
At the moment the council is governed by a coalition of the
Conservatives (32 seats) and the Mansfield Independents (4 seats).
Labour has 22 seats, Ashfield
Independents 6, Liberal
Democrats 1, and there is also
one Independent.
The Leake and Ruddington
division - which Bunny comes
under - is one of the areas which
returns two councillors. In the
last county election in 2017 it
returned two Conservatives,
Reg Adair and Andy Brown, but the latter is not standing in this
vote. Here are the candidates in Leake and Ruddington this time:
Reg Adair (Conservative)
Matt Barney (Conservative)
Jason Billin (Liberal Democrat)
Shannon Briggs (Liberal Democrat)
Mike Gaunt (Labour)
Richard Holmes (Green)
Jen Walker (Labour)
Of the ten county councillors elected in the Rushcliffe area four
years ago, nine were Conservatives. Only West Bridgford North
returned a Labour candidate.
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Election Special
Police and Crime Commissioner (PCC)
The Police and Crime Commissioner sets out a five-year plan for
Nottinghamshire, sets the annual police budget and the amount of
council tax people pay for policing, and holds the Chief Constable
to account for the performance of Nottinghamshire Police. The
position has been held since 2012 by Paddy Tipping, who is
attempting a third consecutive election this time. The candidates
are:
Caroline Henry (Conservative)
She says: “With me as your Police & Crime
Commissioner, we can finally get tough on crime in our
market towns and villages across the county. To crack
down on out-of-control drug gangs. And stamp out the
fly-tipping, illegal encampments and machinery theft
which blight our farmers and rural communities.”
Paddy Tipping (Labour)
He says: “I will continue to boost neighbourhood
policing teams; invest in even better services for
victims of crime and increase support for victims of
violence against women and girls; tackle cyber-crime
and online fraud, working with partners to safeguard
young people both online and on our streets; build on
the progress in tackling knife crime.”
David Watts (Liberal Democrat)
They say: “David’s key aims are to ensure that we use
evidence in tackling crime, relying on what works
rather than some narrow party dogma. He is all about
getting results. David also wants to ensure that the
police have the resources that they need to tackle
crime and do their job effectively.”
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CRIMES IN MARCH
EAST LEAKE
2nd
9th
20th

Number plates stolen overnight from vehicle in West
Leake Road
Damage caused to skate park by unknown persons
Female paid for some items in store but failed to pay for
alcohol hidden in her bag

KEYWORTH
7th
18th
20th
20th
23rd
27th

Noisy youths on recreation ground
Abandoned vehicle in Hayes Road
Party at address in Normanton Lane
Male with knife in Brook View Road
Damage to building in Platt Lane
Van window damaged in Manor Road

NORMANTON-ON-THE-WOLDS
24th

Drunk male in Old Melton Road

STANTON-ON-THE-WOLDS
16th

Theft of quad bike from Melton Road

TOLLERTON
16th
31st

Males smashing glass bottles
Cutting down of trees in Cotgrave Road

There were no crimes reported in Bunny, Bradmore, Costock,
Plumtree, Rempstone, Widmerpool or Willoughby-on-the-Wolds.
PC Kelly Carlile (07725 925330) and PCSO Tony Davies (07702
141572).
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NORBURY NATTERS
Sewell’s Snooker
The Thursday afternoon snooker session at the Men’s Institute was
one of Roger’s many contributions to community life. Seven retired
old gents agreed to relive their misspent youth by joining up. Skill
levels range from the once very good, to the never very good and
never likely to be. The sessions also provided the opportunity to
discuss, amongst other things, events in the village, the latest
disaster to befall Forest, or in Roger’s case his beloved Baggies
(West Brom). Roger’s snooker speciality was the long range shot hit
with power into the top pocket. Alas, this was often accompanied by
the cue ball disappearing at speed into another pocket. No doubt in
his memory this will be referred from now on as a ‘Roger shot’ .
Easter Bunnies
Good to see the return of the Tour Of Britain Bunnies over Easter.
Another nice memory of Roger and Suzy Sewell, as they provided
the original bunny which was used as a template.
Bunny Broadband Breakdown
A few Saturdays ago the village woke up, horror of horrors, to no
broadband service. The phones worked, but broadband was off for
the morning and for part of the afternoon. It was interesting to note
that people were relieved to hear that it was village-wide and they
did not have the frustrating task of dealing with their internet
provider. It is something I have sympathy with, having recently
spent hours on the phone with no resolution to the problem. I will
refrain from naming them as they all seem hellbent on outdoing
each other for poor service and incompetence. Bring back the handwritten letter for communication and public library for information!
Book Borrowers
Libraries reopening was good news for book lovers, but it is worth
remembering that the Mobile Library has in the main continued to
visit Bunny every four weeks during Covid. As well as a good stock
of books and, amongst other things, birthday cards, it provides an
opportunity to order and collect reserved books. It would be sad if
this service stopped through lack of use.
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BUNNY PARISH
Minutes of the meeting held by Zoom on March 18
Couns. Nigel Sutton (Chairman), Steve Stubbs, David Beckford,
John Berridge, John Alldred (A), Nigel Sutton, Chris Rogers,
Maria Webb, Izumi Featherstone, Dick Wilson (A).
The clerk Mike Elliott was present as well as Coun. Reg Adair
(Notts County Council and Rushcliffe Borough Council )
Apologies for absence approved
Coun. John Aldred (unwell). An apology was received the day
before the meeting from Coun. Dick Wilson sent in case he did not
attend but did not give a reason and it was therefore not approved.
Declarations of interest
Coun. Maria Webb planning application 21/00712/ful.
Minutes of the meeting held on February 18, 2021
Were accepted as circulated and would be signed by the chairman
when appropriate.
Report from the district and county council member

COUNCIL MINUTES
Correspondence
West Bridgford resident Nick Sparrow spoke of his hope that
during the current pandemic he was looking to improve public
access to open space in Rushcliffe, especially for those without
gardens. Nottingham University said they had been able to make
land available at their Sutton Bonington site but at Bunny did not
support open use of the land because of their seed trials operating
on their site at Bunny Parkall.
Octopus Energy were progressing with the scheme to supply gas
and electricity to the village hall.
Usage of the village website during February had been steady,
with 36 page views a day, including 18 unique visits.
The clerk reported Notts County Highways were of the opinion the
council were asking for an electric light to be installed at or on the
Loughborough Road / Albert Road junction but he had informed
them the approach to them by Coun. Featherstone had been on a
private basis as a resident and not on behalf of the council.
Rushcliffe Borough Council advised that the take up of their offer
for free wildflower seeds had been such that all stocks had been
given out.

Coun. Adair said both Notts County Council and Rushcliffe
Borough Council had been involved in budget programme work.
The borough council tax figure would increase by 3.5 per cent and
the County Council by 2 per cent.
He reported on an increase in the number of road potholes after
the spell of bad weather and assured the meeting the Highways
Department were doing all they could to rectify the problems.
He spoke of the County Council elections on May 6. The clerk
confirmed the council had received the promised grant from Coun.
Adair’s community fund.

A paper had been received by the clerk giving an idea of how the
council would be expected to act in the case of the death of a senior
statesman. The flag flying arrangements would be different to
those when a monarch passed away.
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On the instructions of the government, Zoom meetings for local
authorities including parish councils would not be legal after May
6. Hertfordshire County Council are taking the Government to
Court to get an extension and it is understood from NALC the

Government would not attend and therefore it was expected the
council request would go through unopposed.
Village hall
The meeting was told there was another booking from a film
company for use of the hall, on March 22. There would only be two
people attending, ensuring social distancing regulations. The clerk
or the chairman would ensure the opening and locking of the
building was carried out.
Coun. Featherstone had provided members with a photo of the
intended name sign for the village hall. The cost for the slate sign
would be £425. Other requirements listed by the former chairman
were coat hooks, refuse bins, a lockable cupboard and window
cleaning. The chairman said until the hall was back in full use
there should not be any expenditure on the building. The council
would consider the items when conditions were back to normal.
A need for removal of the penny-farthing cycle from the storeroom
was discussed. The chairman said if unwanted shelves and
cupboards were removed there would be less of a capacity problem
for the storeroom.
Highway matters
Nothing was raised.
Planning

Rushcliffe Borough Council Applications
21/00710/ful. Mr and Mrs Lee, 1 Albert Road, Single storey porch.
No objection.
21/00712/ful. Ms T Beadle, 32 Moor Lane, Single storey rear
extension (orangery) to existing building. No objection.
21/00468/ful. Mr Whitehead, Four Acre Paddock, Bunny Hill.
Proposed equine rehabilitation and Remedial Farriery facility. No
objection.
Coun. Berridge updated the meeting on the situation regarding a
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Neighbourhood Plan and said the question of a relation of the covid
rules and amendments to the ‘Planning for the Future’ White
Paper were an on-going matter.
Finance
Payment of Accounts were approved as per the circulated list.
Salary of the Clerk
The chairman advised the clerk had written asking for his salary
to be reviewed. It was last reviewed in 2018. The chairman was
given executive power to deal with the matter as he felt necessary.
Environment
Bunny Improvement Group: Nothing was raised.
Planters: Coun. Beckford said he had received a request seeking
support from the council for anticipated expenditure of £77 for
provision of flowers for the six council planters at various points in
the village. The request was approved.
Coun. Berridge said Severn Trent Water were to meet him on site
for discussion on the flooding situation in the village. He would
welcome any member of the council joining him. He had asked
former chairman Graham Norbury to attend. He understood one
suggestion that might come from the meeting would be provision of
a higher volume water pump.
The question of ownership of the trees on the village green was
raised. The clerk was asked to forward to members the map which
Notts County Council had produced which showed no trees on land
owned by the parish council.
Date of next meeting
April 15, 2021, which would also be the parish meeting.
* Please note, these minutes are subject to final approval by the
council.
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Your Letters

Your Letters

Well done to those who are taking time to tidy our village; please
do this safely and let’s hope that we can have a Big Litter Pick
soon.
Here are some sobering facts on the amount of time items take to
decompose in landfill:
Plastic waste takes around 1,000 years
Disposable nappies take around 250–500 years
Aluminium cans take around 80–200 years
Glass takes around a million years (although some research
says that it does not decompose at all)
Paper waste takes around 2–6 weeks
Food waste takes around 1–6 months
Cigarette butts take 10-12 years
Foam plastic cups take 50 years
Milk cartons take 5 years
Styrofoam does not biodegrade
Nylon fabric takes 30-40 years
Tin cans take 50 years
Waxed milk cartons take 3 months
Batteries take 100 years
As well as picking up litter, perhaps
we could change the way we shop for
some items.
There is a lovely little shop in
Keyworth - ‘The Simple Life’ near the
Post Office - which will refill your own
containers with all sorts of dry food, toiletries and cleaning
products, and that must be a good idea.
Jan Eastgate
Moor Lane
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TOTAL Change of Faces: With the franchising of the garage shop
to Morrison's, a shakeup of staff was
required.
Pat Shelton and
several others have
left and a number of
new people will
(eventually) take their
places.
Welcome to the new
crew. Many thanks to
Lea and Sandi for
battling on, and best wishes to Pat on her retirement.
Christopher Paul
Loughborough Road
You were kind enough to publish a letter from me about flytipping/litter in the March edition of the BB. At the end of the
letter I informed readers that there were tons of litter on Wysall
Hill.
On the 9th April I walked the part of Wysall Road from the Lane
with the long name up to the Bunny Wood entrance, and was
delighted by the almost total absence of litter.
I would like to think that this was as a result of the letter.
Even if not, I would like to say a big thank you to whoever has
taken the effort to rid the road of all the cans, bottles and fast food
packaging.
You know who you are and have made a grumpy old man happy!
Pete Pearson
Main Street
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Bunny Parish Council

VILLAGE DIARY FOR MAY
Date

Time

Event

Place

3

Monday

May Day Bank Holiday

5

Wednesday

Grey Bin Day

12

Wednesday

Blue & Green Bin Day

13

Thursday

Name

Address

Phone

John Alldred

42 Loughborough Road

921 2280

David Beckford

2 The Paddock

07414 004494

John Berridge

25 Moor Lane

984 7767

Izumi Featherstone

17 Albert Road

984 6466

1.30pm

Mobile library

Hill Top

2.05pm

Mobile library

Church View

Chris Rogers

11 Victoria Road

07919 593429

2.30pm

Mobile library

Albert Road

Steve Stubbs

23 Moor Lane

07843 052914

17

Monday

June Bulletin deadline

Nigel Sutton

1 The Paddock

07860 899585

19

Wednesday

Grey Bin Day

Maria Webb

30 Moor Lane

921 3561

26

Wednesday

Blue & Green Bin Day

Dick Wilson

Middle Barn, L’boro Road 940 6872

31

Monday

Spring Bank Holiday

Mike Elliott
(Clerk to the Council)

19/21 Main Street,

937 6506

Keyworth

Public libraries, including at Keyworth and Ruddington, reopened
to the public on April 12. Ruddington is open 10am to 1pm on
Tuesdays and 1pm to 4pm on Fridays; Keyworth is open 1pm to
4pm on Mondays and 10am to 1pm on Thursdays.

St Mary the Virgin Bunny with
Bradmore Parish Church
Churchwardens:
Heather Paul
Penny Wakefield
Incumbent:

9845172
07531 903490
Rev.Tom Meyrick (rector@ksbb.org.uk)
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VILLAGE HALL HIRE COSTS
Large and small hall together: £8 per hour (or £9 after 6pm)
Small hall only: £4 per hour
Commercial rate for full hall hire: £12 per hour
To book, please contact Andrew Featherstone on
07397 189535 or 0115 98 4646
Email Bunny.villagehall@outlook.com
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Jacky’s Writing Adventure

You changed illustrator for the second book, Nick Roberts.
Is he local?

Bunny resident Jacky Cripwell has just published the second book
in her ‘Grumpy’s Farm Books’ series, called Welford’s Woolly Pants.
And it features a number of very familiar faces from the village.

My publisher introduced me to Nick who is from Devon. He’s never
been to Bunny but used some of my pictures and Google Earth to
make things accurate.
Why did you choose
to feature real
people from the
village in the book?

I understand that this is your second
book, Jacky?

Yes, this is my second, my first book was
Little Rusty Tractor’s Big Day!, which is
another true story.

Because it’s a true
story, and after
seeking permission I
thought it would be
nice to include real
people to mark a
moment in time.

When and why did you start writing?
I started writing after telling my young
grandson, Charlie, a story about farming and
what the tractor would be doing at certain times of the year. He
was very interested. My son-in-law then introduced me to my first
illustrator.
The books are part of the Grumpy’s
Farm Books series. Do you have a
background in farming?
My son-in-law suggested writing a series
of books about life on the farm with my
husband, John, who farmed most of his
life in Bunny. I wasn’t brought up on a
farm but grew to love the life.
There’s been a gap between the first
and second book of four years.
Yes, sadly my husband John passed away
suddenly. This took me away from
writing for a while, but I was determined to honour his legacy with
my second book.
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Who are your own favourite authors?
I read true-life stories and history books by Philippa Gregory.
What sort of reaction have you had to the
book?
Little Rusty Tractor’s Big Day! has 34 five-star
reviews on Amazon. I’m hoping Welford’s
Woolly Pants enjoys the same success.
The feedback has been really good. It’s great
when people recognise themselves in it and the
smiles on the faces of my grandchildren are
very special indeed. It’s a hobby that I love to
do.
* Welford’s Woolly Pants is published by New Generation
Publishing and is available on Amazon worldwide.
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In a broader context, the long-standing
Countryside Code has recently been revised
and now includes guidance suggesting that
visitors to the countryside and residents in
the countryside should “smile and say
hello” to each other.

NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH REPORT
There are three themes for this month’s
report. Are you sitting comfortably? Then
I’ll begin!
The first theme focuses on the links
between Neighbourhood Watch and
the Police, and this is captured by Craig
Berry, the Rushcliffe Neighbourhood
Policing Inspector, in the following
message:
“I welcome the new Neighbourhood Watch Co-ordinator. We are
fortunate to have some excellent active communities across all of
our Rushcliffe villages and this includes Bunny. By co-ordinating
community safety activity effectively and with energy and
enthusiasm your village will see real benefits. Not only will you
support your local Neighbourhood Policing Team in their work,
but you will be assisting residents in feeling secure and safe.
Nottinghamshire Police work closely with our communities and
together we are far more effective in our endeavours so I look
forward to working with an active and engaged Bunny
Neighbourhood Watch in the coming months.”
There will be more on links with the Police in next month’s Bunny
Bulletin.
The second theme is The power of “Hello”. Have you ever
thought how this everyday greeting not only reinforces a spirit of
community among those who know one another, but can also help
in keeping us safer? Whenever we encounter a stranger in our
midst, simply saying “Hello” makes the stranger aware that he/
she has been seen in a particular place at a particular time by an
observant resident, and his/her presence acknowledged.
Whilst this won’t guarantee that skulduggery will be eliminated,
every little helps! It reinforces the notion that “There’s strength in
neighbours”, not least of all in distinguishing between those who
are and those who are not.

30

As promised last month, the third theme
addresses the need for volunteers to
help me in pursuing the mission of NHW
(which is to enable communities to be
connected, active, and safe; to increase well
-being; and to minimise crime).
In the 1990s two community-spirited residents, Norman Woods
and John Savage, sadly no longer with us, took steps to recruit a
co-ordinator for each segment of the village, and I would like to revisit this approach which works so well in other Rushcliffe villages.
For starters who will volunteer from amongst:
x
x
x
x

the residents on Gotham Lane;
those living in the even-numbered houses on Main Street;
those living in the odd-numbered houses on Victoria Road;
and
those living on Loughborough Road between Church Street
and Fairham Brook Lane (also known as Wysall Lane)?

I’ll be happy to provide further details of the role and look forward
to the emergence of a fully-functioning Neighbourhood Watch team
for our village.
Dick Wilson
Neighbourhood Watch Co-ordinator for Bunny
Tel: 0115 940 6872
E-mail: DickWilson@nottswatch.co.uk or
dick.wilson@bunny.parish.email.
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DANDELION AND BURDOCK
With ringing bell
In Dingle Dell,
Pop Man cometh
His wares to sell.
With horse drawn van
Mare white and tan,
Rear door open
For me and gran.
There’s rank on rank
In cave-like dank,
Grey hens sitting
From which we drank.

Taraxacum officinale

There’s ginger beer
And lemon clear,
Dandelion
And burdock cheer.
We bore it in
Like priceless gin,
Drank a tribute
To herbs within.
It’s all gone now
Nan took a bow,
Gone the waggon
On Dingle’s brow.
By then each town
Sold burdock brown,
With dandelion
For half a crown.

Arctium minus

Chris Terrell-Nield 2021
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Notes From Bunny Wood
From late spring through summer, our inner car park doubles as a
wildflower meadow. Apart from the trees and shrubs there are over
twenty herbaceous species.
Many, such as foxgloves, red and white dead nettles and bindweed
are good nectar sources (we have ten butterfly species recorded
from there). Towards the back, there is an extensive patch of large
leafed plants with thistle-like flowers. This is lesser burdock
(Arctium minus) and its roots together with those of dandelion
(Taraxacum officinale) can be used to make a healthy drink that
has ancient remedial connections.
The earliest record of a brew made from the roots of the plants, is
from about 1265. In this, St. Thomas Aquinas made a drink with
the first plants he found on a countryside walk: dandelion and
burdock. Herbalists maintain the root extracts promote good
digestion and are beneficial for people with eczema-like conditions
and acne-prone skin. They certainly contain antioxidants and are
rich in vitamins.
Taraxacum is derived from the Greek taraxos (disorder), and akos
(remedy). The officinale indicates this was once an official remedy.
Today, dandelion extracts have been used for stomach and liver
complaints, and to treat diabetes, heart problems and anaemia.
Arctium, comes from Greek arktos, a bear, an allusion to the
roughness of the burs. These have evolved to catch in animal fur to
aid dispersal. They also stick to clothing (we called them “sticky
bobs”). In medicine burdock extract is used as a blood purifier and
as a herbal remedy for skin diseases and infections.
Recently we’ve got used to frequent delivery vans bringing online
orders to stay-home households, hence the poem. When I was little,
we had a breadman, a grocer, a fishman and a tinker who would
sharpen knives, but most exciting was the monthly “pop man”. He
came in a horse-drawn van with all manner of soft, and some not so
soft drinks which were delivered in stoneware bottles called “grey
hens”. He also sold ice.
Note: “half a crown” was two shillings and sixpence, or 12½p; and
“pop man cometh” is an allusion to “The Ice Man Cometh” – a play
by Eugene O’Neill.
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CHIRPINGS
Notes on birds and nature in the garden
Continuing last month’s theme of birdsong, an article in the
Ornithology Trust’s magazine reveals how young birds learn their
songs.
The answer seems fairly obvious – they listen to their parents –
but as you might expect, it’s not as simple as that.
The findings are based on spectrograms (fancy graphs) of birdsong,
a technology first used in the 1950s and originally created to
identify warships in the Second World War.
What has emerged from the study of young birds is that there are
many similarities
with how human
children progress
from wailing (in
bird terms, “Feed
me, feed me!”) to
recognisable
words (or chirps).
Similar to human
infant babbling,
the baby bird
starts off with an
erratic mix of low
volume buzzes
called a sub-song. They have never heard this from the parent
birds.
This stage gradually gives way to imitating sounds learned from
the adult birds around them, and eventually linking the sounds
together into a recognisable pattern, just as human babies first
learn single words and later how to string a phrase together.
At first the song might not come out quite right, but it seems that
within 4-6 weeks of starting to sing properly the young bird will
have learned its own species’ repertoire.
For most birds, that’s it, done and dusted, but some birds such as
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starlings do continue to learn throughout their lives and will
imitate all sorts of sounds they hear around them including
telephones, lawn mowers, sirens...
As they begin to develop, young birds and young humans all begin
to focus on the sounds they hear most often and pay less attention
to songs and speech that don’t match the family pattern.
Just like humans, birds develop their own regional dialects, which
is quite logical considering that unless they undertake a seasonal
migration the local song is the only version they will hear.
Apparently
some dialects
of the UK
yellowhammer no
longer heard
here still
occur in New
Zealand,
preserving the
19th century
form of the
song from
when the birds were first introduced by colonials down under.
This is clearly not the whole story. In the 18th century experiments
involving linnet chicks being raised by other species found the
chicks learned the song of their host skylark or meadow pipit.
So, a question - how does a cuckoo chick learn to cuckoo, when it
has no exposure to its true parents until it migrates? If you know
the answer, please tell the editor!

Sheila Clark
Bunny Wood notice: There will not be an official Bunny Wood
open day this year, due to the high numbers of people already
visiting. The wood remains open for people to view the bluebells;
visitors are asked to park safely and not obstruct the footpath.
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BUNNY ALLOTMENTS RECIPE OF THE MONTH
This month’s offering is rhubarb gin. Will go down well when we
are able to get out the BBQs safely again.
Rhubarb Gin
You will need a large-necked jar.
Ingredients
70cl bottle gin (supermarket brand
is fine)
500g rhubarb (enough to fill the
jar)
100g to 200g sugar (I only use
100g, but if you like a sweeter taste use 200g)
Method

1. Trim and wash the rhubarb then cut into 3cm lengths and
prick all over with a needle. Fill the sterilised jar with the
prepared rhubarb.
2. Add the sugar and gin, cover the top with cling film before
replacing the lid then give the jar a good shake.
3. Leave the jar in a cool, dark place and give it a shake every day
until the sugar has dissolved. About 3-4 days.
4. Leave for 4-6 weeks giving an occasional shake.
5. Strain the gin through a muslin cloth and pour into the empty
gin bottle. Best consumed in 4-6 weeks (if it lasts that long!).
The strained rhubarb fruit can be eaten with custard for a tasty
dessert. Warning: make sure you are not driving.
Here’s to Happy Summer Evenings!
Would you like an allotment? Please contact Cathy on
07803 004582 or Sheila on 9213783
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Your memories of the past year
During the Second World War, volunteers
were asked to take part in a new type of
social survey of the thoughts and opinions
of everyday people, which were sent in
regularly to a special government
department.
They were asked “…would you keep a
diary for the next few weeks , keeping
political discussion at a minimum,
concentrating on the details of your everyday life, your own
reactions and those of your family and others you meet?”
The project became the original Mass Observation Diaries of the
1930s-1950s, which is now a great source for historians covering
the war years and early post-war period.
Historic events tend to be seen through the eyes of politicians,
journalists and maybe today by ‘celebrities’, but the life of
‘ordinary’ people gets lost in time. This last year has been
momentous worldwide, and much will be written about it in the
future, so will the experiences of people living in a little village in
Nottinghamshire get forgotten? I hope not, as I am asking for your
donations to a box in the Bunny Archive which will be labelled
“The Corona Virus 19 Pandemic Year”.
Have you kept a diary this year? Have you written letters to people
and have copies? How did you cope personally with lockdown,
home teaching, being on the front line in some way, working from
home or not working?
This will not be published now, but will be held for future
generations who in 60 or so years’ time will find this as fascinating
as we find wartime diaries. You could even seal it and put a “not to
be opened until 2050” should you wish! This may be a project for
the schoolchildren in Bunny, to write a letter to your future selves
or later generations telling them how you got through this difficult
time. It could be a whole folder or a few lines but this could mark
your place in history! Please deliver contributions to 27 Moor Lane.
Jan Eastgate
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Keen on publicity right from the time I attended Ruddington
Endowed Boys School, where I started a school news sheet, when I
was 20 I introduced to both Bunny and neighbouring Bradmore a
fortnightly publication under the name ‘Bunny Observer’.
I found myself editor, reporter, advertising manager, circulation
manager and, yes, paper boy to take it round to 180 homes in
Bunny, while a volunteer took the 80 around Bradmore.
The annual charge for the newsletter was three shillings (15p) and
I was proud that all but three houses in Bunny paid for their
copies.
My father set me up with a garden shed-cum-office in the back
garden of our home at 19 Albert Road, making that move because I
remember neither he or my mum were keen on me using my
bedroom to do the
typing on an old
Olivetti machine and
printing each issue on
a Gestetnor
duplicator, usually
late at night or early
in a morning.
Originally I had a
duplicator that
printed an A4 sheet
and so because each
issue was four pages, An Olivetti typewriter c.1959
I had to staple them
(Copyright Museums Victoria)
together. But as I
progressed I was able to buy an A3 sheet machine, which mean I
was able to print on the larger sheet that just had to be folded in
half.
When Nottingham Forest met Luton Town in the FA Cup final at

Wembley in May 1959, I decided to bring out a special edition that
evening, and with the help of a distributing team that included Mrs
East of Gotham Lane, Chris Garner, Mick Walker and Pete
Harrison, supplemented by members of the Bunny Youth Club that
I was leader of.
We got it to every home in the two villages within 30 minutes of the
end of the game. I put together the match report from the TV, and
the 12-page issue (our biggest ever) included a full page article that
Forest captain and friend Jack
Burkitt wrote for me.
All the pages were printed
before the match except the
front and back, leaving me just
two pages to type and then a
single run off on the new bigger
duplicator.
Six members of the youth club
came to my home to do the
folding and collating, with my
mum’s front room looking like a
real newspaper office!
An old Gestetnor duplicator
Our circulation that day rose to (Copyright Science Museum)
over 300, with residents in the
village asking for an extra copy after they had received their
original one and we had to do a reprint!
The Observer ran for five years before my own work commitments
made it impossible to carry on, and the final edition in October
1963 reported on an horrific road accident outside Bunny School
when a village schoolgirl was killed and five others, including the
girl’s brother, were injured.
I suppose the Observer set me off in the journalist world, and that
work has kept me busy for well over 60 years. And I was proud to
be told in 2018 that I had been a correspondent for the
Loughborough Echo for that number of years, they finding an old
cutting dated 1959 with my byline on.
At the time of being told that, I was still responsible for 5,000
words a week from the South Notts villages, such as East Leake,
Sutton Bonington, Kegworth, Castle Donington and, of course
Bunny. And I still am in 2021.
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Mike’s Memories
Mike Elliott remembers getting started in the news
industry from his home in Albert Road

Pharmacy closing as ‘not viable’
One of Keyworth’s pharmacies is due to close down at the end of
April because it is not “financially viable”.
KMP Pharmacy, based in Keyworth Primary Care Centre in
Bunny Lane, is set to close on April 30.
The pharmacy said this was partly die to the impact of Covid.
It said: "Despite the best effort of the directors to provide a service
to patients in the evenings, at the weekend and on Bank Holidays,
this has not proved to be
financially viable.
"This has not been
helped by the current
Covid situation and lack
of support from the
government.
"This has had a severe
impact on the business this cost has not been
borne by the NHS.”
It said patients would
Keyworth Primary Care Centre
need to sign up with
another pharmacy of
their choice, adding: "Thank you to those patients who have
supported our efforts over the last few years."
The Village Health Group surgery - formed last year by the merger
of Keyworth Medical Practice and East Leake Medical Group - and
its dispensary are at the same site but are not affected by the
closure. Residents in a number of villages including Bunny are still
able to use the dispensary (open to 6.30pm Monday to Friday).
There are already two other NHS pharmacies nearby in The
Square - Keyworth Pharmacy and Well Pharmacy.
However, the Keyworth Pharmacy is generally only open to 6pm
Monday to Friday, and to noon on Saturday; while the Well
Pharmacy is generally open to 6pm Monday to Friday.
By contrast, the KMP Pharmacy was open to 11pm Monday to
Saturday, and to 8pm on Sundays.
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BUNNY BULLETIN INFORMATION
ONLINE
Editions can be viewed online at www.bunnyvillage.org.uk.
DIARY PAGES
If you are holding an event and would like it included in the
Village Diary pages, please contact Heather on 0115 9845172.

COPY
E-mail copy to: editor.bunnybulletin@gmail.com. Please send text
articles as Word documents (.docx); spreadsheets as Excel files
(.xls) and pictures as JPEGs (.jpg). Handwritten items can be delivered to Erica at 34 Main Street (please include a contact number).
COPY DEADLINE
Deadline for next edition: Monday, May 17
Delivery of next edition: Weekend of May 29/30

ADVERTISING
Enquiries to cjeanb36@hotmail.com.
DISTRIBUTION
If you have not received your current issue, contact your local
distributor or ring Phil Brown on 0115 9211791.
COMMITTEE
Editor: editor.bunnybulletin@gmail.com.
Invoicing & Minutes: Chris Brown, 36 Main Street, 9211791
Diary Editor & Treasurer: Heather Paul, 148 Loughborough Road,
9845172
Disclaimer: Any opinions expressed in the Bunny Bulletin are not necessarily
those of the Editorial Committee, who reserve the right to edit material as and
when it is considered appropriate.
Please note: Articles in the Bunny Bulletin are for circulation to the residents of
Bunny village and for others by subscription only. The information they contain is
not to be printed in any other publication without the author’s express permission.
This also applies to articles viewable on the village website.
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LOCAL GROUPS
Allotments
Sheila 0115 9213783 or Cathy 07803 004582
Baby & Toddlers
Nikki 07944 687260 or Steve 07843 052914
Bunny Improvement Group
Pete 0115 9213213 (petepearson44@gmail.com)

Church Bell Ringing
Marilyn 0115 9844081
Church Choir
Heather 0115 9845172
Community Choir
Kate 0115 9847090 (kate.m.hunt@outlook.com)
Fabric Fundraisers
Jan 0115 9841570
Friends of Bunny School
friendsofbunnyschool@gmail.com
Gardeners
Graham 0115 9846253
Handbells
John 0115 9211335
History
Roger 0115 9216596
Lunch Bunch
Jan 0115 9841570
Men’s Institute
Bob 01509 768184 or David 0115 8374922
Messy Church
Joey (joeyhamilton102@gmail.com)
Women's Institute
Angi 07970 801709
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USEFUL TELEPHONE NUMBERS
Bunny Primary School

0115

921 2727

Church House Surgery, Ruddington

0115

984 7101

Church View Dental Practice, Ruddington

0115

984 8024

Crimestoppers UK

0800

555111

East Leake Health Centre

01509

852181

East Leake Leisure Centre

01509

852956

Electricity Loss of Supply

105

Floodline

0345

988 1188

Gas Emergency

0800

111999

Hate Crime Helpline

0800

138 1625

Keyworth Dental Surgery

0115

937 5828

Keyworth Health Centre

0115

937 3527

Keyworth Leisure Centre

0115

937 5582

Keyworth Library

0115

937 3509

Leakline & Sewer Problems

0800

783 4444

Neighbourhood Watch Co-ordinator

0115

940 6872

NHS Direct

111

Nottingham City Hospital

0115

969 1169

Nottinghamshire County Council

0300

500 8080

Police (if crime in progress call 999)
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Queen's Medical Centre

0115

924 9924

Ruddington Library

0115

921 2309

Ruddington Medical Centre

0115

921 1144

Rushcliffe Borough Council

0115

981 9911

South Wolds Academy

0115

937 3506

Telephone Preference Service

0207

291 3320

Treeline Dental Care, Keyworth

0115

937 2226

Village Dental Practice, East Leake

01509

852399

Village Hall Administrator

0115

984 6466
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