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EDITORIAL 
 
Ah, the golden summer of 2021 ... long 
spells of glorious weather, life returning to 
normal as large sections of the population 
get vaccinated, and England progressing 
to the latter stages of a competition for the 
second tournament running. 
Well, the first is true; the second is partly 
true; and as for the third, who knows? By 
the time you read this we could still be 
riding the crest of a Euro 2020 wave, or 
have been stuffed by the Germans, booed 
off the Wembley pitch, and Southgate’s 
head replaced with a common vegetable on the back pages of the 
popular newspapers. I wonder which it will be...  
In this edition you can find out what new measures could be in 
store for dog walkers (p13), how to say what you like - or don’t 
like - about living in Rushcliffe (p17), and see what the latest 
news is on the Bunny Buddies scheme (p25).  
There’s also a new feature on the Neighbourhood Watch column 
(p28) offering a greeting to new arrivals to the village, which I 
think is a welcome addition to the page. 
Of course, not all news is positive, and the village has been 
saddened to hear of the death of Brian Start, known to many as a 
friend and also for the work he carried out as a plumber around 
the village over many years. His wife Janice and the rest of the 
family pay tribute on p14.  
A younger life, that of 19-year-old Jamie Huscroft, was also lost in 
June, and he will have been known by many of those in the 
village who had connections with Plumtree Cricket Club or South 
Wolds Academy. Drivers going through Plumtree will also have 
seen the awful crash scene; police are still appealing for 
information over this, and details of how to contact them can be 
seen on p22.  
  

The Editor 
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LATEST NEWS: LATEST NEWS: LATEST NEWS 

Lights delays at an end 
The long-running roadworks which have seen significant delays on 
the A60 Loughborough Road in Ruddington should now finally be 
over.    
Over recent weeks there have been long delays, especially on the 
southern approach between Bradmore and Ruddington, with 
journey times reportedly being extended by 20 minutes or more in 

just one direction. 
The roadworks began on 
September 28 last year and were 
originally due to end on March 
26.  
But that date was then pushed 
back to June 25 - three months 
later than scheduled.   
Three-way traffic lights have 
been in place in order to make 
changes to the road layout for the 

new 180-home Lace Fields development by William Davis at the 
junction of the A60 and Mere Way. The roadworks have been 
taking place to: 
 

Install a toucan crossing point; 
Widen the footway; 
Upgrade the street lighting; 
Install access for the housing development; 
Upgrade the existing surface water drain; 
Widen approaches onto the roundabout;  
Resurface the carriageway. 

 
Nottinghamshire County Council has been asked for a reason for 
the delay but did not provide a response before going to print. 
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LATEST NEWS: LATEST NEWS: LATEST NEWS 

New order for dog owners? 
 Rushcliffe Borough Council is proposing to introduce an order 
which would mean dog owners having to prove they have the 
means to deal with their pet’s mess. 
It wants to put in place a Public Spaces Protection Order (PSPO) to 
deal with issues of dog control in the borough. 
The first part of the order comprises three separate points around 
dog fouling, and would apply in all open spaces in the borough. The 
three points are: 
 
a) Persons in charge of a dog must remove the faeces and dispose  
of it in an appropriate receptacle; 
b) Persons in charge of a dog must have with them the appropriate 
means to pick up dog faeces deposited by that dog; 
c) Persons in charge of a dog must, when requested by an 
authorised officer of the Authority, produce evidence of a means to 
pick up dog faeces deposited by that dog. 
 
There are two further 
schedules involving 
keeping dogs and leads 
and designating some 
sites as ‘no dog’ areas, 
but these would apply 
in specific locations 
only, rather than the 
whole borough.  
Responses on the plans 
were due from councils 
and managers of publicly-owned open spaces by June 25. Bunny 
Parish Council has already indicated it would be in favour of the 
PSPO. There would then be a full public consultation.    
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Brian Start 

We moved to Bunny in October 1966 when we were married and 
have lived here in Loughborough Road ever since.  
Brian loved nothing more than 
sitting either in the back garden or 
in his ‘man cave’ looking out over 
the fields and listening to his 
music, which he loved, with a beer. 
Until a few years ago, we had two 
Britanny spaniels, and Brian 
really enjoyed taking them for 
walks through Bunny Woods, 
especially when the bluebells were 
out, and also enjoying talking to 
various other dog walkers along 
the way. 
He was well known through 
Bunny and other local villages 
with his plumbing skills, often 
helping out at short notice in an 
emergency. 

He was also well 
known at the 
Rancliffe Arms 
during the reigns 
of Alf and Connie 
Collins and Alan 
and Janice Hill, 
but he switched 
allegiance to the 
Plough at Wysall 
where he worked 
as a part-time 
barman for a 
number of years. 
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5.6.1943 – 9.6.2021 

He used to love going there for a pint of San Miguel and talking to 
the other regulars there. 
Until recently, he was very 
active and over the years 
participated in rock-climbing, 
water-skiing, cycling, diving 
and windsurfing, and he was 
a member of Notts County 
Sailing Club. Unfortunately, 
ill health in recent years put a 
stop to his sporting activities. 
He was immensely proud of 
our daughter Emma and 
looked upon her husband, 
Ben, as the son he never had. 
During the Covid lockdown, 
as he was on the extremely 
vulnerable register, we shielded for months and kept him safe and 

it’s ironic that just as things have 
eased and were getting back to a 
near normal, that this has 
happened. 
He passed away at the Queen’s 
Medical Centre on 9 June of 
complications following a stroke, 
and the world is a poorer place 
without him. 
Lastly, we would like to say a big 
thank you to all the people who have 
sent cards and posted on Facebook 
for your wonderful comments about 
Brian. 
 

Janice, Emma and Ben 
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BUNNY 
 
8th  Unknown suspect entered a property in Albert Road  
  and stole a Nintendo Switch.    
 
EAST LEAKE 
 
13th  Suspicious incident where a male has been seen to try  
  a door handle. 
15th  Front door damaged in St Mary’s Crescent.  
 
 
KEYWORTH 
 
1st  Theft of meat worth £26 from Sainsbury’s. 
2nd  Wing mirror damaged in Wolds Drive. 
2nd  Various items worth £74 stolen from Co-op. 
6th  Theft of meat worth £70 from Co-op. 
15th  Attempted burglary in Villa Road. 
 
 
REMPSTONE 
 
4th  Catalytic convertor stolen from a vehicle parked on  
  Wysall Lane between 8pm and 11pm.  
 
RUDDINGTON 
 
15th  Theft of catalytic convertor in Moor Lane. 
 
 
There were no crimes reported in Bradmore or Costock.  
 
PC Kelly Carlile (07725 925330) and PCSO Lee Sampson (07702 
141707).  

CRIMES IN MAY   
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Residents are being asked to complete a survey to have their say 
on life in Rushcliffe and council services in the area.  
Rushcliffe Borough Council has launched its latest residents’ 
survey, which is carried out every three years. 
The survey asks residents to answer questions about their 
satisfaction with a range of services that the council offers, how 
safe they feel in their community, and where they feel the borough 
can improve to be a better place to live and work. 
Surveys should be completed before the deadline of 5pm on 
Monday August 2. 
Leader of the 
Council Cllr Simon 
Robinson said 
“Please complete the 
survey to have your 
say so you can help 
shape our services 
going forward. 
“It is essential 
residents of the 
Borough have the 
opportunity to be 
able to inform their 
local Council on the items that matter to them. 
“We’re aware this is just one snapshot of gauging people’s opinions 
of our services and life here in the Borough and we encourage 
residents to continually feedback their thoughts to us.  
“Given the impact of COVID-19 on us all, we are keen to hear too if 
you have felt, and continue to feel, informed and connected to the 
latest advice on the pandemic.” 
 
* The survey can be completed online at www.surveymonkey.co.uk/
r/RBCResidents2021. The questions are also in the centre pages of 
Rushcliffe Reports magazine, which is delivered to every home in 
the Borough.  

What do you think about life in Rushcliffe? 



18 

NORBURY NATTERS 
When You Go Down... 
The Moors, not the woods in Tony Riley’s case, when he came across 
nature in the raw. His letter raised a smile and a number of ribald 
and unprintable comments. It certainly made a change from the 
usual problems of dog fouling and hare coursing on the moors. 
 
Rancliffe Recollections 
The news that the Rancliffe’s Community Asset status had been 
renewed was welcome and, hopefully it will never be needed. 
However, there was a time when it was under threat of permanent 
closure following a succession of poor tenants who had ruined its 
reputation. Tales of regulars polishing the copper top of the snug 
bar and having to go to the garage to buy a drink abounded. Ringing 
the bell for service in the snug, one fully expected an Igor character 
to appear and ask whether Sir required the Hemlock, or Arsenic. 
Thankfully, Rachael and family came to the rescue. 
 
Missing Moggie Mystery 
Not a fan of social media, but had to eat humble pie when our rescue 
cat Cornie escaped on his first night. As well as leafleting, we were 
helped to put him on the village Facebook page and its linked sites. 
To our amazement he was 
recognised by someone in 
Keyworth. They were aware of him 
as having taken up residence at 
Jenny’s who runs the Keyworth 
Wild Things Facebook page (well 
worth a look). He is now facing a 
long lockdown period with 
increased security measures.  
A big thank you to all involved and 
in particular to Jenny at Wild 
Things, Leanne Whitaker who 
dealt with our techno incompetence 
and liaised over his return, and to 
Alison and Pam of BJ Cat Rescue. 
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Bird Bafflement 
The noise from the rookeries at this time of year is a feature of the 
countryside, but while 
writing this column our 
garden was invaded by an 
enormous flock of rooks 
clearly been disturbed by 
something. Not an expert on 
bird behaviour, but assume 
that the cause was probably 
the arrival of a buzzard. 
These are a common and  
welcome sight to all in 
Bunny apart from the rooks. One of the collective names for rooks 
is a “parliament”, which is very  appropriate given the noise they 
make. 
 
Bunny Business 
Even leaving aside the traffic noise from the A60, Bunny could not 
be described as a sleepy, or indeed a totally commuter village. The 
level of building work and the number of home deliveries have 
been mentioned before, but it is easy to forget that Bunny probably 
has a greater number of businesses than the average village of its 
size.  
In the past, Baldwins Brick works and Ransome and Marles come 
to mind and today those sites are occupied by a variety of 
businesses. There is the prospect of more to come, plus housing if 
development on the remainder of the site goes ahead. At the other 
end of the village there is the more recent office development and 
In between, in addition to the Rancliffe and the Garage there are a 
number of what are described as single traders.  
It would be good to hear from businesses, for example why they 
came to Bunny. 
 
Bottle Top Bonanza 
The easing of lockdown restrictions enabled Jenny to deliver 14 
black plastic bags weighing 36.3kg to her contact. Please continue 
to leave them outside the front door of 21 Main Street.  
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MY BUNNY 
An occasional series where a resident tells us about their life 
in the village. This month ... Kate Hunt. 

What made you decide to move to the village?  
Before I moved to Bunny, in July 1986, I was living in Ruddington.  
I had bought a young horse, Tingo, from Bob Humphrey (the owner 
of the Riding School on Bunny Hill Top) and kept Tingo in the field 
on the corner of Fairham Brook Lane.  
I used to drive through Bunny twice daily, before and after work, 
to feed and water him and check on his welfare. Every time I 
would think how perfect it would be if I could buy a house in 
Bunny, but there was little chance of that happening as everything 
was far too expensive.  
One day a “For Sale” sign went up outside a dilapidated 1920s 
semi on Loughborough Road.  I rang the agent at once – it had 
been sold – the sale fell through – the house was mine! And so 
began the best part of my life. Thirty five years later I am still here 
and love it! 
 
Do you have or have you had any particular roles or 
responsibilities here?  
For the first 15 years living here, 
apart from a short spell as Chair of 
the Parish Council, my time was 
taken up with work and horses. There 
was no time for anything else.  
However, on retirement (after the 
novelty of unlimited time to do 
shopping and housework had worn off) 
I found that I was missing the 
organisational aspects of my former 
work and, over the following years, I 
rejoined the Parish Council, became 
secretary of the Bunny and District 
Gardeners, got involved with the 
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Bunny Bulletin (editor for 15 
years), was Churchwarden for 
a short while and started the 
Bunny Village Community 
Choir. Not all at the same 
time I would hasten to add!  
Now I really have retired and 
it is pleasing to see that 
village life goes on as before 
and all that I have to do is 
turn up if I feel like it! 
 
What are the best things 
about living in Bunny? 
What I love best about in 
Bunny is the open countryside 
and the friendliness of the 
people you meet. One of the 
upsides of the Covid 
restrictions has been the 
number of families you see, 
often with a new dog (a sure-fire talking point).  
 
And the worst? 
The worst thing is the traffic on the A60. The noise is horrendous. 
What bliss in early lockdown when the road was deserted, but now 
it seems worse than ever. The speed limit signs appear to be of no 
effect. It is particularly bad in the evening. The only thing that is 
effective at slowing following traffic is when a driver sticks to 
30mph, and that can be nerve-wracking with an HGV on your tail.  
 
What has surprised you about living here? 
Not seeing children playing out on the Moor or down by the Brook. 
How times have changed. 
 
If you could make one addition to the village, what would it 
be?  
Permanent speed cameras at each end of the village to measure the 
average speed of a vehicle over the length of the 30mph limit. 
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Police are asking for information from anyone who may have seen 
a silver Vauxhall Corsa being driven in Keyworth and Plumtree 
before it was involved in a fatal crash in the early hours. 

The Corsa’s driver, 19-year-
old Jamie Huscroft of 
Keyworth, died when the 
car hit a wall Main Road, 
Plumtree, at 1.25am on 
Monday June 14. 
A 22-year-old passenger in 
the car was taken to 
hospital with serious 
injuries, and at the time of 
writing was in a stable 
condition. 

No other vehicles are believed to have been involved in the 
incident, but an investigation has been launched into the 
circumstances of the crash. 
Collision Investigator Sarah Butler, of Nottinghamshire Police, 
said: "This is a devastating incident and the family are still coming 
to terms with the shock and grief of losing their beloved Jamie. 
"Our thoughts are also with the injured passenger and his family 
as we support them 
during this difficult time. 
"We continue to 
investigate the full 
circumstances around 
what happened and our 
appeal for information 
remains. 
“If anyone saw a silver 
Vauxhall Corsa being 
driven in the Keyworth 
and Plumtree areas 
around the time of the 

Appeal over fatal crash 
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collision, please get in touch. 
"In particular, if anyone has dashcam footage that could be useful 
to us, please give us a call." 
Jamie, a former pupil at South Worlds 
Academy, died at the scene. The road 
was closed for several hours while 
police carried out inquiries. 
In a statement, Jamie’s family said: 
“Jamie will always be a great son and 
brother but more so a friend to all. He 
will leave such a huge hole in so many 
people’s lives. Full of fun, laughter and 
such a character.”  
Jamie played for Plumtree Cricket 
Club, as does the 22-year-old 
passenger, named by the club as David 
Gamble.  
In a statement, club chairman Chris 
Whitt said: “Jamie was a much loved 
member of the Cricket Club having 
played here since a boy. A larger than 
life character with a boyish charm made him a valued member of 
all the teams he has played in. His enthusiasm for all local sport 
included playing football for Keyworth United too. 
“David is also a much appreciated member of the Club. We wish 
David well for a speedy recovery. 
“Both men’s families are significant supporters of Plumtree Cricket 
Club. The Club extends its condolences to Jamie’s family and 
friends and support to the families and everyone affected by this 
tragic event.” 
Sergeant Craig Luckett, of Nottinghamshire Police's serious 
collision investigation unit, said: "Our thoughts are with this 
young man's family and our officers will be doing everything they 
can to support them at this incredibly difficult time. They have 
asked to be left to grieve in private.” 
People with information are asked to call Nottinghamshire Police 
on 101, quoting incident number 63 of 14 June 2021.  
Alternatively, please call Crimestoppers anonymously on 0800 555 
111. 

Jamie Huscroft 
(Credit: Notts Police) 
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BUNNY C OF E PRIMARY SCHOOL 

We have really missed whole school events that involve the Parent 
community such as Sports Day and fund-raising events. We keep 
our fingers crossed that school can return to normal in the Autumn 
Term. 
 
On May 24th Hawthorn 
Class travelled to 
Doncaster for a fun-
filled 4-night stay at 
Kingswood residential 
before half term. The 
whole trip was hanging 
in the balance as we 
awaited updated 
guidance from the 
Government on May 
17th to confirm that 
residential trips were 
able to take place.  

 
Thankfully, we were given the 
green light from the Government 
and we were able to go ahead with 
the trip.  
It was an absolute joy to take the 
children and we watched them 
participating in activities, 
supporting each other and 
conquering many fears – a real time 
to build up confidence, resilience 
and have lots of fun.  
The children were a credit to their 
families and a great time was had 
by all! 

Mrs Anelay 
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We would like to send a thank you message to you all for putting 
yourself forward to help our neighbours in Bunny during the 
Covid19 pandemic. We have always been fortunate to have more 
volunteers than requests for help.  
With the postponing of removal of the remaining restrictions, we 
are aware that some of our residents are feeling isolated and 
looking for new friendships.  
In these unusual times we would ask you to consider reaching out 
into our community and make contact with your fellow neighbour 
and offer door-step friendship.  
This hasn't been easy to do recently, as the advice has been to keep 
contact numbers to 
a minimum to stop 
the vulnerable 
residents being 
infected with 
coronavirus.  
As many of us and 
our neighbours 
have now been 
doubly vaccinated, 
we may now be able 
to provide 
emotional support 
and friendship. 
For example, a little card, a letter, home baked goods, offer of help 
or a chat in the garden may be very welcome.  
It is not just the elderly who will be looking for new friendship, so 
please make time to say hello to your neighbours. 
 

Izumi & Jo 
Bunny Buddies  

Contact: 07817 847586  

YYour Letters 
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Date  Time Event  Place 
      

3 Saturday Keyworth Show Recreation 

4 Sunday 10.30am Communion Service St Mary’s 

7 Wednesday Blue & Green Bin Day  

8 Thursday 1.30pm Mobile library Convent   

  2.05pm Mobile library Rancliffe 

  2.30pm Mobile library Albert 
Road 

11 Sunday  10.30am Communion Service St Mary’s 

14 Wednesday Grey Bin Day  

18 Sunday 10.30am Communion Service St Mary’s 

19 Monday  August Bulletin deadline  

21 Wednesday Blue and Green Bin Day  

27 Sunday Keyworth Patronal Festival St Mary’s 10.30am 

30 Wednesday Grey Bin Day  

VILLAGE DIARY FOR JULY 

 
Advance mobile library  
dates for 2021: 
 
August 5 
September 2     
September 30 
October 28 
November 25 
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  Bunny Parish Council  
 Name Address Phone 
 John Alldred 42 Loughborough Road 921 2280 
 David Beckford 2 The Paddock 07414 004494  
 John Berridge 25 Moor Lane 984 7767 
 Izumi Featherstone 17 Albert Road 984 6466 
 Chris Rogers 11 Victoria Road 07919 593429 
 Steve Stubbs  23 Moor Lane  07843 052914   
 Nigel Sutton 1 The Paddock 07860 899585 
 Maria Webb 30 Moor Lane 921 3561 
 Dick Wilson Middle Barn, L’boro Road 940 6872 
 Mike Elliott 19/21 Main Street, 937 6506 
 (Clerk to the Council) Keyworth  

VILLAGE HALL HIRE COSTS 
 

Large and small hall together: £8 per hour (or £9 after 6pm) 
Small hall only: £4 per hour 

Commercial rate for full hall hire: £12 per hour 
 

To book, please contact Andrew Featherstone on 
07397 189535 or 0115 98 4646 

Email Bunny.villagehall@outlook.com  

St Mary the Virgin Bunny with 
Bradmore Parish Church  

Churchwardens:  
Heather Paul  9845172 
Penny Wakefield 07531 903490 
Incumbent:  Rev.Tom Meyrick (rector@ksbb.org.uk) 
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NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH REPORT 
 
 
The two themes that I’ve chosen for this 
month’s NHW report both relate to the 
central concern of NHW - community 
engagement.  
These themes are: welcoming 
newcomers to the village; and links with 
the Police that focus on the needs of the 
local community.  
 
A BUNNY WELCOME 
 
Whilst their immediate neighbours typically welcome newcomers to 
Bunny, there’s been a lack of any broader welcome to the village.  
After consultation with an array of prominent and/or long-term 
residents (whose responses were unanimously positive and strongly 
supportive), this is about to change - with immediate effect!   
A warm welcome is extended to the following new neighbours: 
 

Kevin & Clare Allsopp and their cat, Pippa, of 4 Albert Road. 
Danny & Marie Blanchard of Home Farm, Church Street. 
Richard & Sally Frame, theirs sons Harry & William, plus 
their cats Tom & Stewie, of Willow Cottage, Church Street. 
David & Laura Jackson-Crane, and their sons Oliver & Toby, 
of 48 Loughborough Road. 
Lesley Rollini and her son, Matteo, of 52 Loughborough Road. 

 
Tom & Stewie (see above) are not the only new feline arrivals: 
Cornelius (a.k.a. Cornie) has joined the Norbury household on Main 
Street, causing concern by his quick escape, but he’s been safely 
recaptured (as noted in this month’s Norbury Natters!) 
 
Whilst some newcomers don’t want to be introduced to the 
community in this way, I’d be grateful to receive details of those 
who would like to be given a Bunny Welcome. 
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RSVCSG 
 
Moving on to the second issue…..  
Residents of Bunny (and of other villages in this part of the county) 
can provide inputs to Nottinghamshire Police via Rushcliffe 
South Villages Community Safety Group (RSVCSG).  
This group was initiated by the Police in 2019 as a successor to the 
erstwhile Police Priority Setting Group, and comprises NHW and 
Parish Council representatives, Borough and County Councillors, 
and members of the neighbourhood policing team.  
I’ve been working closely with the chair, Dr David Ovadia, to 
establish the group’s terms of reference and agenda. 
The group’s primary role is to provide inputs (in the form of 
sensible suggestions and constructive comments) to help in the 
setting of priorities for neighbourhood policing, which is done on a 
rolling basis. The responsibility for determining priorities, of 
course, rests with Inspector Craig Berry - see his comments in my 
April NHW report.   
As they emerge, the Police’s priorities are published on 
Nottinghamshire Police’s website (www.nottinghamshirepolice.uk) 
and are updated monthly. The RVSCSG is able to review these and 
provide feedback as part of its regular dialogue with the Police. 
Dr Ovadia has commented as follows: “I very 
much welcome the enthusiastic support and 
help from Dick Wilson in ensuring that the 
residents of Bunny and nearby villages are 
able to put their safety concerns directly to the 
Police through the RSVCSG.  
“Whilst the Group does not have the powers to 
tell the Police how to prioritise their resources, 
I know that the Police find it very useful to 
hear about the things that matter to the public 
via these meetings, and I look forward to the 
continued active participation of the residents 
of Bunny through their representative on the 
Group.” 
If there are any concerns that you (or others in your household) 
would like to put forward (e.g. pavement parking, theft from 
garden sheds, drivers who ignore the 30 mph speed limit through 

Dr David Ovadia 
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the village), please let me know and I will feed these into the 
system. Alternatively, of course, your concerns could be raised with 
PC Kelly Carlile or PCSO Lee Sampson - see my June report for 
their contact details.  
Those of you who’ve signed up to receive Alerts from NottsWatch 
(which are circulated in association with the Police: 
alerts@neighbourhoodalert.co.uk) may have seen the surveys 
asking “What Matters to You?” [www.nottinghamshirealert.co.uk/
whatmatters]. These give every resident an opportunity to help in 
developing policing priorities tailored to this community, so please 
respond in order that the Police might have a better understanding 
of the specific needs of Bunny’s residents. 
 
Dick Wilson, Neighbourhood Watch Co-ordinator 
for Bunny 
Tel: 0115 940 6872; E-mail: 
DickWilson@nottswatch.co.uk or 
dick.wilson@bunny.parish.email.  
 

The issue of drivers speeding through the village - despite the 
30mph signs - has been highlighted once again, with a video 
posted on the Bunny Facebook page of a driver tailgating and 
then overtaking a car on the A60 coming into the village from the 
Nottingham direction.    
The poster said that on several occasions he had been overtaken 
on the wrong side of the islands, had been overtaken by this 
particular driver in the 40mph zone from Bradmore, and asked if 
anything more could be done about the “aggressive and 
dangerous drivers” who tailgate others who are trying to stick to 
30mph driving through Bunny village.  
Nottinghamshire Police advice on this is that people should 
report this type of driving by calling 101, especially if they have a 
registration number; and, even more importantly if they can 
provide dash cam footage.  

****************************************** 
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BUNNY ALLOTMENTS RECIPE OF THE MONTH 

Traditional Cherry Pie - Serves 12 
 
Ingredients: 
900g fresh cherries, stoned  150g granulated sugar 
3tbsp cornflour    1 tsp vanilla bean paste 
25g butter     Finely grated zest ½ orange 
1 medium egg    Splash milk 
 
Pastry: 
350g plain flour    40g granulated sugar 
1 tsp fine sea salt   225g butter, cut into small cubes 
75ml ice-cold water   1 tbsp cider vinegar 
 
Method: 
For the pastry, put the 
flour, 40g granulated 
sugar and the salt in a 
food processor. Add the 
butter then pulse to a 
breadcrumb consisten-
cy. Alternatively rub 
the butter and flour in 
a bowl using your fin-
gertips. Add the cold 
water and vinegar then 
mix to bring the dough 
together. Turn onto a floured surface, shape into 2 equal discs, 
then wrap each piece in clingfilm and chill for at least 45 minutes. 
 
Take one of the discs out of the fridge and leave to soften. On a 
lightly floured surface, roll out the pastry until 5-8cm larger than 
your pie dish. Line the dish, gently pushing the pastry into the 
edge. Trim any excess then chill for 20 minutes. 
 
(Continued on page 40) 
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CONVOLUTIONS 

Twining and winding and climbing to height, 
Binding the elder and hazel on site, 
Wrapping round willow, a magical rite, 
As trumpets display on warm moonlit night. 
 
I twine to the left by widdershins right, 
Encumber the rose and fern sporophyte, 
I circle the ash and bramble alike, 
And lasso the elm with tangles that bite. 
 
I’m belle of the ball, and dance with the sprite, 
My white witch’s hat is hardly contrite, 
As cap worn for night would seldom excite, 
Though popping my buds gave granny a fright! 
 
Climbing, entwining and reaching for light, 
Beacon for hawkmoth attracted in flight, 
Bridge sylvan spirits and draw them in tight, 
And join them tonight in lovers’ delight. 
 
 
 
Chris Terrell-Nield 2021 

Field bindweed 

Hedge bindweed 

Hawkmoth 
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Notes From Bunny Wood 
There are two species of bindweed that we call convolvulus, but 
only one of them truly bears that name: Convolvulus arvensis (field 
bindweed). The other is Calystegia sepium (hedge bindweed), 
although both belong to the morning glory family Convolvulaceae. 
We only have hedge bindweed recorded from Bunny Wood and this 
month you can see it twisting round plants in the car park. When 
in flower the species are easy to tell apart. Hedge bindweed climbs 
with strong twining stems, has large heart-shaped leaves and 
white trumpet flowers. Field bindweed or withywind, has a weaker 
stem, with smaller white or pink trumpet-shaped flowers which 
generally appear flatter or shallower unlike the deep trumpets of 
Calystegia. 
Hedge bindweed is an herbaceous perennial that twines around 
other plants, always in an anti-clockwise direction (widdershins). 
Its flowers are produced from late spring to summer’s end. 
Although they are scentless (to us) they attract the convolvulus 
hawkmoth, Agrius convolvuli, which has a long tongue to reach 
deep into the flower for nectar. We have several hawkmoths 
recorded from this wood, but not this one. So, if anyone sees it, 
please let us know. 
As a common (and sometimes troublesome) plant, Calystegia has 
acquired numerous local nicknames. These include: bearbind, 
hooded bindweed, old man's nightcap, wild morning glory, bride's 
gown, wedlock (referring to the white gown-like flowers and the 
binding nature of the vine). White witch’s hat, belle of the ball and 
devil's guts also feature. Children used to 'pop' the flowers from the 
sepals while chanting "Granny, granny — pop out of bed". 
With regard to witchcraft, Calystegia has been used for binding 
spells (including handfasting*) and for creating “bridges” between 
realms. This may be because the toxic seeds are hallucinogenic, so 
do not try this! A root extract is used to relieve fevers. A cold tea 
made from the leaves makes a laxative, and a treatment for spider 
bites. Useful! 
* Handfasting is an ancient Celtic ritual where hands are tied 
together to symbolize the binding of two lives. It is often used at 
weddings, hence the term “tying the knot”. 
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CHIRPINGS 
Notes on birds and nature in the garden 

Last month Sheila Clark wrote about magpies, and here guest 
contributor Douglas Kerr says the crow family is hard to love. 
 
Our garden is alive with birds. Tits and finches throng the bird 
feeders; bullfinches taste the Prunus buds; one particularly mad 
cock blackbird is attacking his own reflection in the window; green 
and greater spotted woodpeckers are feeding like it is going out of 
fashion; overhead the raptors and other predators are cruising in 
search of a snack. There is a delightful, occasional brilliant flash of 
bejewelled light from the kingfisher.   
But there are other less 
welcome guests, too. The 
heron makes an occasional 
foray to the fringes of the 
pond only to be thwarted by 
Mrs K’s elaborate security 
measures to protect the 
carp.  
The pigeons are, quite 
frankly, a pest and the 
crows – well they are a 
slightly malevolent 
presence that makes us 
uneasy. There is just 
something about the crow family that makes them hard to love. 
A couple of jays have recently joined the ornithological carnival in 
the garden - they might be described as the acceptable face of the 
crow family in that they don’t appear quite so threatening to the 
eye and are actually quite handsome birds.  
But I have noticed an interesting phenomenon: whenever they 
appear, three or four magpies (also members of the crow family), 
who are always hanging around, suddenly move into their space. 
The magpies don’t attack the jays, but they certainly do make 

Jay 
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them feel uncomfortable and after a few minutes of shuffling 
around the jays invariably take to the wing and move off to find a 
more congenial spot.  
What I am witnessing is no more or less than a case of avian 
bullying. It’s not an outright assault; I have watched crows mob 
the buzzards who nest opposite, I have even seen them try it on 
with the red kites that fly overhead (although they are too agile in 
flight to be much troubled by the pesky crows) and this is 
something different.  
Although members of 
the same family, the 
magpies have clearly 
decided there is 
something about the 
jays that they don’t 
like and so they simply 
crowd them, make 
them feel 
uncomfortable, until 
finally the jays give in 
and the magpies can 
have things to 
themselves, just the 
way they like it, back to the way things were before these 
unsettling strangers appeared on the scene.  
And that, my friends, is bullying, not overt or aggressive but subtle 
systematic bullying nevertheless. 

    Douglas Kerr   

Magpie 

The annual Proms in the Park event in 
Bridgford Park has been moved from its 
usual Armed Forces Day slot on the last 
Saturday of June to Saturday September 18.  
It is hoped this will mean being able to 
accommodate a greater number of people and 
safely offer food and drink outlets, fringe 
stalls and attractions, and welcome local Armed Forces 
representatives, not possible under the current Covid restrictions.  
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Customer service centres reopen 

Rushcliffe Borough Council’s Customer Service centre and contact 
points at West Bridgford, Cotgrave, East Leake and Bingham 
reopened on June 21. 
West Bridgford will have an appointment service only, but it is 
anticipated that many customers will be able to arrange an 
appointment at short notice on arrival at the centre. 
East Leake and Bingham will both have walk-in services, and 
Cotgrave will have a mixture of the two. Here are the details and 
opening times:   
 
Rushcliffe Customer Service Centre, Fountain Court, 
Gordon Road, West Bridgford, NG2 5LN 
  
Mondays and Thursdays 8.30am-5pm, Fridays 8.30am-4.30pm:  
appointment only. 
 
Cotgrave Hub, Rivermead, Cotgrave, NG12 3UQ 
  
Tuesdays 8.30am-1pm walk-in service, 1pm-5pm appointment 
only. 
 
East Leake Library, Gotham Road, LE12 6JG. 
  
Wednesdays 8.30am-5pm walk-in service. 
 
Bingham Health Centre, Newgate Street, NG13 8FD 
 
Thursdays 8.30am-5pm walk-in service. 
 
The centres will operate with Covid measures in place, with 
customers invited to continue to keep distance, use hand sanitiser 
on arrival and wear a facemask when visiting any site. 
Cllr Gordon Moore from Rushcliffe Borough Council said: “We’ll 
monitor opening hours and continue to look at the ways residents 
most engage with us so we can deliver this service in line with 
demand.” 
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A £210,000 skate park has opened at Rushcliffe Country Park, 
replacing the old wooden facility that was at the site. 
The park - for skateboarders, cyclists and scooter riders - opened 
on June 11, although a grand opening event is planned for later 
this summer when and if Covid restrictions allow. 
It has been 
funded by 
Rushcliffe 
Borough Council 
and supported by 
Skate 
Nottingham, 
Canvas Spaces, 
and VIA East 
Midlands. 
Construction 
took place over 
12 weeks in the 
winter and spring. 
Cllr Abby Brennan from the borough council said: “This wonderful 
new site has benefited from a complete makeover with a new 
concrete structure and we’re delighted with the initial reaction 
from our partners in the project and skaters and BMXers alike. 
“It will also enable regular users to develop their skills through 
planned coaching, mentoring and competitions and larger scale 
summer programmes to create a destination site for day visits from 
across the region. We hope the new facility is welcomed by skaters 
far and wide for years to come.” 
The original skate park opened in 2013.  
Chris Lawton from Skate Nottingham and Skateboard GB, the 
National Governing Body for skateboarding, said: “This skatepark 
is exciting because it was co-designed with users, with elements of 
work experiences and other training and learning. We worked hard 
to ensure the user group represented women and girls, people from 
low-income households and both younger and older users.” 

New skate park at Rushcliffe Country Park 
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Mike Elliott remembers the Queen’s coronation - and 
looks ahead to her Platinum celebrations 

Mike’s Memories 

Tuesday June 2, 1953 was a normal day for that period in anyone’s 
life in the UK - it was raining hard and fast. And Bunny was no 
exception. 
Weatherwise, Coronation Day was an atrocious day in the middle 
of a lengthy spell of very wet weather. May that year had been a 
superb month with weeks of warm sunshine interspersed with 
occasional thundery downpours. Eight days before Coronation Day, 
on the Whit Monday holiday, the temperature soared to 31.7°C in 
parts of the country, but there was a sudden and complete change 
in the weather the following day. 
But more important than the rain on June 2 was the Coronation of 
Queen Elizabeth II, and despite the poor weather there were still 
many celebrations in the village. 
I remember the red, white and blue decorations that had appeared  
on most of the homes throughout the village, and particularly on 
the Rancliffe Arms, where as well as the paper decorations inside 
the windows there were coloured lights outside. 
A village celebration on the Bunny Park football ground just off 
Loughborough Road had to be called off - the ground was so wet 
access on to it was too difficult. Village resident Mr Bill Dorman -
well known in the area for having steam engines - was called out to 
help pull off two trader’s vehicles because they could not make it 
on their own.  
For my own part, my mother had spent more than a couple of 
hours to get my bike ready for the Best Decorated Bike competition 
in the village, but that too was spoilt by the rain, because as soon 
as I took my bike down to the village from where I lived on Albert 
Road, the crepe paper decorations were ruined and were so 
bedraggled I had to give up any hopes of getting a prize.  
Television sets were a rarity in the early 1950s but I was able to 
see a little of the day’s proceedings by being invited to the home of 
Mr and Mrs Ken and Ann Brailsford on Loughborough Road. They 
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had a nine inch TV - only black and white in those days - on which 
I was able to watch the Queen being crowned.  
The Brailsfords invited a number of friends round to their home 
and I remember a crowded living room with the tiny TV set in the 
middle for as many people as possible to see it.  
And Ken and Ann were 
not the only ones to 
invite friends round.  
Mrs Marjorie Brain,  
now at 96 years of age 
and one of the oldest 
residents in the village, 
recalls Minnie Young - 
who lived with husband 
Harry in a now-
demolished cottage 
attached on the  
Bradmore end of the 
Rancliffe Arms - also  
had a TV.   
“It was thrilling to be 
able to see what was 
happening in London as 
it happened,” says 
Marjorie, who has lived in 
her home on Victoria 
Road for much of her life  
and where she lives with her son, Paul. In the early days and for 
many years her parents Mr and Mrs Vamplew were immediate 
neighbours to her. 
Another long-standing resident John Henson, of Loughborough 
Road, was serving in the RAF at the time of the coronation, with 
this taking him away from the village for the big day.  
Pete Pearson recalled that his wife Dorothy was able to watch the 
event on TV thanks to Mr and Mrs Joe Hind of Loughborough 
Road, who had bought a TV set especially for the day. 
Dorothy was good friends with the Hinds’ daughter, Nina, who 
later married Bunny boy Dave Beecroft, with the couple who live in 
Ruddington now about to celebrate their golden wedding. 

Mike (front) with John Hornbuckle, talking 
about the Best Decorated Bike competition 
two days before Coronation Day.   



40 

Traditional Cherry Pie recipe (continued from page 31) 
 
Heat the oven to 220/gas 7 and take the remaining pastry out the 
fridge. Put the cherries in a large mixing bowl with 130g sugar, the 
cornflour and vanilla paste. Finely chop the 25g butter then put in 
a bowl with the zest. 
 
Either roll out the pastry to form a lid or make a lattice top. Chill 
the pastry as you work.  Spoon the cherry filling into the chilled 
pastry case then top with the lid or lattice, crimping at the edges. 
 
Mix the egg and milk then brush it all over the pastry. Sprinkle 
with the remaining 20g granulated sugar. Put the pie on a baking 
tray in the oven then immediately turn down the heat to 180/gas 6 
and bake for 1 hour. 
 
Leave to cool for 3 hours then serve with double cream, crème 
fraiche or ice cream. 
 
Would you like an allotment? Please contact Cathy on 07803 
004582 or Sheila on 9213783. 

I recall many of the youngsters of the village or in Bradmore about 
my age at the time of the coronation - I was 14 - including Graham 
Timmins, David Ward (both Albert Road), John Pyle, Rosalie Wild, 
Sheila Smith, John Mellor, Pat Sewell (all Loughborough Road), 
Jill Marshall (Victoria Road), John Hibbitt, David Cowlard, Colin 
Crooks (Church Street), and Doris Charlesworth, Mavis Wilson 
and Freddie Brown (Bradmore). 
That day in June 1953 was an important day in our lives. Now we 
are looking forward to June 2022 when Her Majesty will be 
celebrating her 70th year as our Queen, and which no doubt we 
will be celebrating as we should.  
But hopefully the weather next June will be kinder than it was in 
1953  as the Country enjoys a four day public holiday from June 2 
to 5. 
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BUNNY BULLETIN INFORMATION 
 
ONLINE 
Editions can be viewed online at www.bunnyvillage.org.uk. 
 
DIARY PAGES 
If you are holding an event and would like it included in the 
Village Diary pages, please contact Heather on 0115 9845172. 
 
COPY 
E-mail copy to: editor.bunnybulletin@gmail.com. Please send text 
articles as Word documents (.docx); spreadsheets as Excel files 
(.xls) and pictures as JPEGs (.jpg). Handwritten items can be deliv-
ered to Erica at 34 Main Street (please include a contact number). 
 
COPY DEADLINE 
Deadline for next edition: Mon Jul 19 
Delivery of next edition: Sat Jul 31 / Sun Aug 1  
  
ADVERTISING 
Enquiries to cjeanb36@hotmail.com. 

DISTRIBUTION 
If you have not received your current issue, contact your local 
distributor or ring Phil Brown on 0115 9211791. 
 
COMMITTEE 
Editor: editor.bunnybulletin@gmail.com.  
Invoicing & Minutes: Chris Brown, 36 Main Street, 9211791 
Diary Editor & Treasurer: Heather Paul, 148 Loughborough Road, 
9845172 
 
Disclaimer: Any opinions expressed in the Bunny Bulletin are not necessarily 
those of the Editorial Committee, who reserve the right to edit material as and 
when it is considered appropriate. 
 
Please note: Articles in the Bunny Bulletin are for circulation to the residents of 
Bunny village and for others by subscription only. The information they contain is 
not to be printed in any other publication without the author’s express permission. 
This also applies to articles viewable on the village website. 
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LOCAL GROUPS 

 
 Allotments 
 Sheila 0115 9213783 or Cathy 07803 004582 
 
 Baby & Toddlers 
 Nikki 07944 687260 or Steve 07843 052914 
 
 Bunny Improvement Group 
 Pete 0115 9213213 (petepearson44@gmail.com) 
 
 Church Bell Ringing 
 Marilyn 0115 9844081 
 
 Church Choir 
 Heather 0115 9845172 
 
 Community Choir 
 Kate 0115 9847090 (kate.m.hunt@outlook.com)  
 
 Fabric Fundraisers 
 Jan 0115 9841570 
 
 Friends of Bunny School 
 friendsofbunnyschool@gmail.com 
 
 Gardeners 
 Graham 0115 9846253 
 
 Handbells 
 John 0115 9211335 
 
 History 
 Jan 0115 9841570 
 
 Lunch Bunch 
 Jan 0115 9841570 
 
 Men’s Institute 
 Bob 01509 768184 or David 0115 8374922  
 
 Messy Church 
 Joey (joeyhamilton102@gmail.com) 
 
 Women's Institute 
 Angi 07970 801709  
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USEFUL TELEPHONE NUMBERS   

Bunny Primary School 0115 921 2727 
Church House Surgery, Ruddington 0115 984 7101 
Church View Dental Practice, Ruddington 0115 984 8024 
Crimestoppers UK 0800 555111 
East Leake Health Centre 01509 852181 
East Leake Leisure Centre 01509 852956 
Electricity Loss of Supply  105 
Floodline 0345 988 1188 
Gas Emergency 0800 111999 
Hate Crime Helpline 0800 138 1625 
Keyworth Dental Surgery 0115 937 5828 
Keyworth Health Centre 0115 937 3527 
Keyworth Leisure Centre 0115  937 5582 
Keyworth Library 0115 937 3509 
Leakline & Sewer Problems 0800 783 4444 
Neighbourhood Watch Co-ordinator 0115 940 6872 
NHS Direct  111 
Nottingham City Hospital 0115 969 1169 
Nottinghamshire County Council 0300 500 8080 
Police (if crime in progress call 999)  101 
Queen's Medical Centre 0115 924 9924 
Ruddington Library 0115 921 2309 
Ruddington Medical Centre 0115 921 1144 
Rushcliffe Borough Council 0115 981 9911 
South Wolds Academy 0115 937 3506 
Telephone Preference Service 0207 291 3320 
Treeline Dental Care, Keyworth 0115 937 2226 
Village Dental Practice, East Leake 01509 852399 
Village Hall Administrator 0115  984 6466 


