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EDITORIAL
I first met Mike Elliott back in 1998
when I was doing some bits and bobs
of work experience, and it happened
that one of the places I spent a week
at was Elliott News Service. Even
back then it was remarkable how
much ground Mike covered, and how
many meetings he went to every week
in order to pick up stories he could
sell to the papers (these were the days
when they would still pay a halfdecent fee for stories received.)
Many village residents will have memories of Mike going decades
back before that, of course, but a couple of things we can all agree
on are that he has barely let the pace slacken in the intervening
years, and that he remains an invaluable part of this and other
communities. So it’s good to see that his work is being recognised
in this year’s Celebrating Rushcliffe Awards - and not for any old
award, either, but for the main Pride of Rushcliffe Award. Good
luck to Mike on the night, and we’ll have details in the next edition
of how he got on.
It looks as if this is going to be another Christmas affected by
Covid, although it remains to be seen to what extent. But it seems
that some events in the village are likely to be curtailed, which is a
shame so soon after a sense of normality began to creep back in,
but health issues must necessarily come first.
Speaking of health, you may have seen reports recently suggesting
that Bunny is one of the most unhealthy places in
Nottinghamshire. Can that really be right? We take a look at the
evidence on page 24.
Finally, don’t forget that the finest gift money can’t buy - the
editorship of the Bunny Bulletin - is still up for grabs for anyone
who fancies having a go. While stocks last, no experience
necessary, you don’t have to be mad to work here but it helps etc.
etc. Email editor.bunnybulletin@gmail.com.
The Editor
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LATEST NEWS: LATEST NEWS: LATEST NEWS

Mike is up for award

LATEST NEWS: LATEST NEWS: LATEST NEWS

Homes get thumbs down

Bunny Parish Council clerk Mike Elliott has been nominated for
the Pride of Rushcliffe Award in this year’s Celebrating Rushcliffe
Awards.
Mike is up against Gordon Dyne, chair of Nottinghamshire Wildlife
Trust South Notts Group, and Mark Ritchie, vice-chairman of
Keyworth United Community Football Club to win the honour.
As well as Bunny, Mike also acts as
clerk for Costock, East Stoke with
Thorpe, Flintham, Normanton on the
Wolds, Plumtree, Shelford, Stanton
on the Wolds, Whatton, Widmerpool,
Willoughby on the Wolds, and Wysall
and Thorpe in the Glebe parish
councils (plus is locum clerk at
Kingston on Soar). Basically, the
whole system of local government in
south Notts would fall apart if it
wasn’t for him.
A total of 30 groups and individuals
have been shortlisted for this year’s
awards, with a ceremony taking place
at Rushcliffe Arena on Wednesday December 8.
Cllr Abby Brennan of Rushcliffe Borough Council said: “Many
congratulations to our shortlisted nominees, all of whom are
making a big difference to people’s lives in Rushcliffe or leading by
example in their chosen field.”
Other local nominations include The Air Hostess in Tollerton for
Food and Drink Establishment of the Year; Wild Things in
Keyworth for Environmental Project or Group; Avril Daniel of
Wysall food bank for Volunteer of the Year; Keyworth Wildcats for
Sports Team of the Year; and Paradise Allotments in Ruddington
for the Health and Wellbeing Award.

Rushcliffe Borough Council has rejected an application to build
another housing development on the route from Bunny to
Keyworth.
Barratt David Wilson Homes had wanted to build 77 new homes on
land at Hillside Farm in Bunny Lane, just over the road from the
new 222-home Bloor Homes development.
Officers had recommended that permission be granted, with
conditions.
But at a planning meeting on 11 November councillors turned
down the plans, citing concerns that odour/noise/dust and flies
from the neighbouring farm and sewage treatment plant “would
result in an unsatisfactory level of amenity for occupiers of the
proposed new housing plots”.
The site, opposite High Court Drive, had attracted criticism from a
range of sources, including the two local ward councillors, who
commented: “This application comprehensively fails to
demonstrate that the living
conditions of potential residents
will not be harmed by the
activities of the farm, nor that the
farm will not be impeded in its
rightful business by the building
of this proposed development.”
And Keyworth Parish Council
objected to the plans, saying:
“Bunny Lane is not large enough
to support the volume of traffic entering and leaving the village,
from developments on both sides of Bunny Lane.”
The scheme was an amended version of a former plan which had
featured 97 homes and was withdrawn in January 2020. The
applicants said that the reduced numbers in the revised plan
“allow for a much less dense scheme, reflecting the character of
this edge of village location”.
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Church news

In Memory of Phyllis Pitman
18.01.1924 to 24.09.2021

Remembrance Service
Our Remembrance Service was made extra special by Riley and
Oliver, pupils from Bunny School who, with their families, were
honouring those lost in conflict including their uncle who was
tragically killed in action in Afghanistan. Riley’s perfect reading of
the New Testament lesson with Mrs Georgina Anelay, and he and
Oliver‘s dignified laying of the School’s wreath, made us all feel
proud and humble. A huge thank you to them, their families and
Georgina, and also to Councillor Reg Adair, Nigel Sutton, Paul
Thorneycroft, Mike Peregrin and the bugler for helping to make
the Service extra special this year.
Cafe Church
34 people and 4 children really enjoyed our first Cafe Church many thanks to Diana whose tremendous work ensured its
success. Do join us for the next one on 5th December at 10.30am.
Christmas Services
Messy Church on 2nd December is cancelled due to rising Covid
rates. Christmas bags will be distributed nearer to Christmas Day
to children who would have attended.
The Carol Service will be on 19th December at 4pm followed by
mince pies and hot drinks. Christmas morning service will be at
10.30am. For details of other services at Keyworth and Stanton
Churches, please email penelope-wakefield@sky.com or phone
07531 903490.
Generous donations!
Chat in Church raised a further £107.70, and Open Church £19.30
- thank you!
Yummy Bunny Honey is now on sale in Bunny Church at £5.00 per
jar, £2.50 of which goes to church funds.
Penny Wakefield
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Some of you may have heard a church bell ring in Bunny on Friday
22 October 2021. This was in memory of Phyllis, who died aged 97
years, and marked the occasion of her funeral.
Phyllis spent her early years living with her parents in The
Meadows area of Nottingham. In 1953, following her marriage to
Roy, they moved to Albert Road in Bunny.
Twins Clive and Linda were
born in 1954 followed by Ian
in 1955. As you can imagine
she had her hands full.
Once the children were at
school, Phyllis began to take
on some domestic cleaning
work which allowed her
some financial independence.
Later Phyllis and Roy
enjoyed a keen social life
taking part in darts and
dominoes tournaments,
where they won a number of
trophies. Phyllis was not a
great TV addict but she
enjoyed watching ‘Strictly
Come Dancing’ and the adventures of ‘The Hairy Bikers’.
In more recent years, following the death of Roy and the
unexpected death of Clive, her own health began to suffer. In 2018,
unable to manage at home, Phyllis moved to Leawood Manor care
home in West Bridgford where she remained until she passed away
peacefully in her sleep.
The family would like to take this opportunity to thank neighbours
for their loyalty and kindness to Phyllis in her later years in
Bunny, and also those who continued to visit her in her care home.
Phyllis will be sadly missed by all who knew her.
Phyllis’s family
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Bus strike action averted
A deal has been reached to avoid strike action on Kinchbus
services including the number 9 which goes through Bunny.
More than 50 drivers working in Loughborough and the wider East
Midlands were balloted in October over what Unite called
‘derisory’ pay offer. The union said that 88 per cent were in favour
of industrial action, on a turnout of 78 per cent.
A planned 11 days of
strike action would
have taken place
between 13 November
and 11 December,
with an all-out strike
from 13 December if the dispute remained unresolved.
However, the strikes were called off after drivers then voted to
accept a new deal. Unite said that drivers with less than six
months service would receive an 8.5 per cent pay rise, while
drivers with more than six months service would get 5.3 per cent.
Unite general secretary Sharon Graham said: “This is a fantastic
victory by members of Unite.
“By standing together they have ensured Kinchbus tabled an
inflation-busting pay deal which was much improved on the initial
offer.”
However, services on the number 9 route service from Nottingham
to Loughborough have still been reduced over recent weeks
because of a shortage of bus drivers. Kinchbus has been posting
details every morning of services which are not running, with more
than half a dozen buses a day often missing from the number 9
service.
Kinchbus says on its Facebook page: “We are doing all we can to
operate as many services as possible. We apologise for the
inconvenience and thank you for your understanding.”
The company is trying to recruit more drivers, noting that a PCV
(Passenger Carrying Vehicle) licence isn't needed as full driver
training is offered. The job offers free bus travel for you an another
person, and pays “up to £11.20 per hour”.
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BUNNY
VILLAGE
COMMUNITY
CHOIR
Although much diminished in number, we have had a really
enjoyable time during November with a mixture of old
favourites, new challenges and more additions to our Beatles
repertoire (strange how we all know all the words to the latter!).
As yet no Christmas numbers - but come December....?

Bunny Village Hall - Thursday Evenings at 7.15.
In December we will be meeting on Thursday 2nd, 9th
and 16th
Give us a try - come for a free session - just turn up!
QUERIES? RING: 0115 9215829 OR 0115 9841570 OR
0115 9213181
Police say they have had number of calls regarding door-to-door
traders in the Rushcliffe South area.
The males are offering driveway and patio cleaning as well as
various other home repairs. Although they are carrying out the
work on some occasions, they are charging way over the value of
what the work should cost.
Following works, the price is often increased and they are then
insisting on cash. The men are pushing to take people to
cashpoints to get payment.
Rushcliffe South Police say the safest way for you to get work done
is by recommendation from trusted sources, and pay via bank
transfer or cheque.
They ask residents to take care of their neighbours, friends and
your loved ones. If you think you are someone you know has been
targeted by these kind of criminals please contact police via 101 or
999, depending on the circumstances.
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CRIMES IN OCTOBER
KEYWORTH
6th
7th
11th
12th
13th
21st
21st
25th
26th
27th
31st

Abusive males in a van in Main Street
Theft of wallet in Main Street
Group of girls being a nuisance in Elm Avenue
Theft of motorbike in Elm Avenue
Theft of vehicle in Platt Lane
Fly-tipping in Platt Lane
Assault threats made in Bunny Lane
Youths kicking front door in Rose Hill
Damage to parked vehicle in Nicker Hill
Drug use in Thurlby Lane
Damage to garage windows in Main Street

TOLLERTON
4th
11th

20th

Damage to a fence in Tollerton Lane
Parking issues during school run causing anti-social
behaviour, Burnside Grove
Power tools stolen in Cotgrave Road

WIDMERPOOL
12th
19th
28th

Theft of pump and other equipment in Main Street
Theft of JCB in Thurlby Lane
Damage to padlock in Keyworth Road

Police failed to provide information for Bunny, Bradmore, Costock
and Rempstone.
PC Kelly Carlile (07725 925330) and PCSO Lee Sampson (07702
141707).
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BUNNY PARISH
Minutes of a meeting of the parish council held in the
Village Hall on Thursday October 21 at 7pm
Couns. Nigel Sutton (Chairman) (A), Steve Stubbs (A), David
Beckford (in the chair), John Alldred (A), Kevin Cannon,
Chris Rogers, Maria Webb, Izumi Featherstone (A), Dick Wilson.
The clerk Mike Elliott was in attendance.
Apologies for absence
Couns. Izumi Featherstone, Steve Stubbs, John Alldred, Nigel
Sutton.
Declarations of interest
There were none.
Minutes of the meeting held on September 16, 2021 were
approved for signing by the chairman after a spelling error had
been changed in Item 4.

Clerk’s report
The Government were maintaining opposition to Zoom meetings
although a worsening position in the number of new Covid-19 cases
and the number of people in hospitals could change their minds.

COUNCIL MINUTES
was to be circulated again to all members.
The Local Government Boundary Commission is carrying out a
survey for new
electoral
arrangements for
Rushcliffe. Currently
the Commission is
suggesting that
Plumtree be added to
the Bunny ward
villages of Bunny,
Bradmore, Costock
and Rempstone.
If the change comes
about, the number of
electors for the single councillor for the Bunny ward would be
2,218.
Borough-wide the lowest figure for a single elector is at Barton in
Fabis where it is 225, and the highest is the Musters Ward of West
Bridgford where it is 2,577. The difference in the Barton figure
takes into account the current planned development there of 1,880
electors by 2027.

Report from the District and County Council member
There was no report.

Details were given of the Rushcliffe Borough Council free tree
scheme for residents under which they can apply for two trees, a
Wild Cherry or Dogwood. The offer was being advertised.

Correspondence

Village hall

The clerk gave details he had received from Rushcliffe Borough
Council on its Covid-19 Parish Memorial Grant Fund. It was
agreed a copy of the paper be circulated to all members.

An email had been sent by Coun. Featherstone in which she
advised of the purchase of an additional doormat and the fact the
website had now been updated. The annual service was due for the
hall boiler. The meeting was told that a number of the regular
hirers of the hall were moving back to hold their sessions again.

A copy of the Rushcliffe Borough Council Housing Delivery Plan
which is open to November 28 for comments had been received. It
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BUNNY PARISH
Highway matters

COUNCIL MINUTES
such an event and it was agreed the item be put on the agenda for
the January meeting.

Concerns were raised over dangers on Church Street, caused partly
by parked vehicles opposite the White House which caused partial
obstruction.
Discussion took place on the suggested removal/replacement of the
public seat alongside Loughborough Road opposite Bunny Hall
Gardens. The clerk said the highways department at Notts County
Council were ruling if the removal went ahead there would need to
be traffic controls put in place while the work went ahead. It was
agreed to ask for current costs on a replacement in light of the
condition of the existing seat.
Planning
Rushcliffe Borough Council Applications
21/00985/ful. Mr Jowett, 210 Loughborough Road. Extension to
existing loft conversion to form extended master bedroom. No
objection.
21/02586/ful. Mr Mrs Webster, 16 Loughborough Road. Demolish
existing dwelling and construct replacement. No objection.
Rushcliffe Borough Council Decisions
21/02140/ful. Kayleigh Tarrant, 192 Loughborough Road. Erect
single storey side extension. Grant.

Queen’s Platinum Jubilee Celebrations
Plans were to be progressed in respect of
meetings of leaders of village groups in respect
of events to be organised to celebrate the
achievement of the Queen next June when she
will be the longest serving and oldest monarch
in the world.
Environment
The question of the siting of a proposed new dog or waste bin at the
end of Main Street was raised. A question of the actual siting was
to be raised with the Borough Council.
Coun. Beckford said that former member John Berridge has raised
the matter of the village being recognised as a Renewable Energy
village. The matter was to be an agenda item for the November
meeting and it was agreed Mr Berridge be invited to the meeting
on November 18.
Finance
Payment of accounts were approved as per the circulated list.
Date of next meeting confirmation November 18, 2021 at
7.00pm.
There being no further business the meeting closed at 8.25pm.

Litter Pick
Members discussed the holding of an organised litter pick. It was
suggested Coun. Stubbs or Coun. Beckford would be likely to lead
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* Please note these minutes are subject to final approval by the
council.
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Is Bunny really one of the least
You may have seen reports in the local media recently stating that
Bunny is one of the unhealthiest locations in Notts. The reports,
which included a reporter visiting the village to ask people what
they thought of the findings, were based on information put out by
the Consumer Data Research Centre. But how exactly was it
decided that Bunny fared so badly?
The CDRC looked at a range of factors which fed into its
nationwide ‘Access to Health Assets and Hazards’ report. These
included (on the positive side) access to GPs, pharmacies, dentists,
A&E, green spaces
such as parks and
‘blue spaces’ such
as rivers; and (on
the negative side)
the availability of
takeaways, pubs,
off licences and
gambling premises.
Air quality was
also looked at in
order to place areas
in one of ten groups
Part of the map of ‘healthiness’ (© CDRC)
from most (1) to
least healthy (10).
Bunny scored a 9 overall, and was ranked right down at 34,966th
out of the list of 41,739 neighbourhoods in the country for
’healthiness’. It scored a low 9 for access to health, access to green/
blue spaces, and air quality, but a 2 for access to all the negative
factors listed above (a category where you’d obviously not want to
be near the top of the list).
That might seem to be quite comprehensive. However, there are a
few factors which need to be taken into account.
(1) The figures for Bunny don’t look just at Bunny. They look at
what’s called a Lower Super Output Area, an area which usually
takes in a population of around 1,000-1,500. In Bunny’s case, it is
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healthy places in the county?
included in an area (E01028409) which also takes in Bradmore and
a small part of Costock.
(2) Even so, the area only ranks as a ’9’, and there are plenty of
places in Notts which score a 10 - for example Rempstone, Costock,
Oxton, Wellow and many others. It’s slightly odd for Bunny to be
highlighted when its not even in the worst decile.
(3) If you look at the places listed above, a common theme emerges.
Many of the places which score badly are fairly small villages
which have a pub (or sometimes two) but not necessarily any
health facilities within the village itself. But you would be hard
pressed to say that Bunny, for example, didn’t have easy access to
GPs, dentists and pharmacies, given that they can all be found
very close by in Keyworth, Ruddington and East Leake.
(4) Likewise, Bunny scores badly on access to ‘active’ green spaces,
based on how far people have to travel to get to places “conducive
to physical activity” such as public parks or gardens, play spaces,
playing fields and tennis courts. One would have to presume that
the school facilities have been excluded for some reason. But if the
last year or so has shown anything it’s that the countryside itself is
invaluable in maintaining physical health - how many of us would
have got through the pandemic without regular walks through the
fields and woods surrounding Bunny?
Dr Mark Green from the University of Liverpool, who undertook
the study, said: “These statistics reveal troubling issues with the
neighbourhoods we live in and how they may be damaging to our
health.” Well, to a point. They are certainly interesting, and with
the A60 going through village it would be hard to argue that there
is not an issue with air pollution, for example. But there are many
other factors which affect health other than one’s immediate
environment - diet, lifestyle, wealth and so on. If you want to find
out more, you can see all the stats on a map at https://
maps.cdrc.ac.uk/#/indicators/ahah2.
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VILLAGE DIARY FOR DECEMBER
Date

Time

Event

1

Wednesday

5

Sunday

6

Monday

Bulletin deadline

8

Wednesday

Blue & Green Bin Day

12

Sunday

Grey Bin Day
10.30am Café Church Service

Phone

John Alldred

42 Loughborough Road

921 2280

David Beckford

2 The Paddock

07414 004494

Kevin Cannon

144 Loughborough Road

984 4955

Izumi Featherstone

17 Albert Road

984 6466

Chris Rogers

11 Victoria Road

07919 593429

Steve Stubbs

23 Moor Lane

07843 052914

St Mary’s

Nigel Sutton

1 The Paddock

07860 899585

9.00am

Communion Service

Bradmore

Maria Webb

30 Moor Lane

921 3561

St Mary’s

Dick Wilson

Middle Barn, L’boro Road 940 6872

Mike Elliott
(Clerk to the Council)

19/21 Main Street,

Wednesday

Grey Bin Day

17

Friday

Last day of term

19

Sunday

10.30am Benefice Eucharist

St Mary’s

4.00pm

St Mary’s

Wednesday

Thursday

Address

Chat in Church

15

23

St Mary’s

Name

2.30pm

10.30am Benefice Eucharist
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Place

Bunny Parish Council

Carol Service
Blue Bin Day

2.30pm

Chat in Church

St Mary’s

1.30pm

Mobile library

Convent

2.05pm

Mobile library

Church Vw

2.30pm

Mobile library

Albert Rd
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Friday

11.30pm Midnight Mass

Keyworth

25

Saturday

10.30am Christmas Eucharist

St Mary’s

26

Sunday

10.30am Benefice Eucharist

St Mary’s

29

Wednesday

Grey Bin Day

26

937 6506

Keyworth

VILLAGE HALL HIRE COSTS
Large and small hall together: £8 per hour (or £9 after 6pm)
Small hall only: £4 per hour
Commercial rate for full hall hire: £12 per hour
To book, please contact Sean Featherstone on
07414 059689 or 0115 984 6466
Email Bunny.villagehall@outlook.com

St Mary the Virgin Bunny with
Bradmore Parish Church
Churchwardens:
Heather Paul
Penny Wakefield

9845172
07531 903490

Incumbent:

Rev.Tom Meyrick (rector@ksbb.org.uk)
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NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH REPORT
Our Police & Crime Commissioner (Caroline
Henry) announced in November that the main
concerns from her latest Crime Survey are
speeding and reckless driving. Inspector Rob
Lawton also noted that the public’s biggest
current concern raised with the Police is
speeding.
The focus this month is on CONTINUOUS APPROACHES to
controlling speeding. Consider the following:
* Fixed Speed Cameras Primary criteria for their installation are
three fatal/serious collisions per kilometre of road in the preceding
three years and at least 20% of drivers exceeding the speed limit.
Bunny doesn’t meet the first criterion, so we don’t qualify.
* Interactive speed signs We have just one of these. How come
smaller local villages (with fewer road hazards) have two?
* Warnings
painted on the
road If you turn
right at Rempstone
and travel two
kilometres (past
Stanford Hall),
you’ll drive over
the word SLOW
painted on the road in big white letters 18 times. Why don’t we
have more of this in Bunny?
* Welcome to Bunny Why not display the Bugs Bunny cut-outs
(but not the Road Runner) at the three key locations (i.e. on N, S, &
E approaches to the 30 mph signs)?
* Repeater signs Since 30 mph is the legal default speed limit,
repeater signs are usually restricted to roads having a higher speed
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limit. For south-bound traffic there is limited “roadside
development” between the 30 mph sign and the more obviously
built-up centre of the village with its multiple hazards, so repeater
signs would help in reinforcing awareness of the speed limit, but
the official line is that “drivers are solely responsible for knowing
speed limits on the public highway and adhering to them”, so 30
mph repeater signs are not allowed. Ho hum! I’ve noticed 30 mph
repeater signs in, for example, Yorkshire, Norfolk, Herefordshire,
Nottingham, and Plumtree – on roads that are not A category and
don’t have the same hazards as those on the roads through Bunny.
* Rumble strips If these were in place at the three key locations
it would create a physical impact to reinforce the 30 mph signs.
* Gateways As one enters (e.g.) Wymeswold there are symbolic
gates on each side of the road adjacent to 30 mph signs to reinforce
the village’s residential nature. Why not in Bunny?
* /, //, /// signs Having these signs, placed about 200 metres apart
showing / followed by // and then /// warns drivers that they are
approaching a 30 mph zone. Why not in Bunny?

* 20 mph roads There is strong public support across the country
in favour of lower speed limits in residential areas to hit green
targets and provide safety benefits. Why not in Bunny?
*Improved signage There are few clearly-visible signs in the
village warning of traffic hazards. e.g. Why are there no flashing
signs in the vicinity of Bunny Primary School at drop-off and pickup times?
It looks like we need a campaign team!
Dick Wilson, Lead Neighbourhood Watch
Coordinator
Tel: 0115 940 6872
E-mail: DickWilson@nottswatch.co.uk or
dick.wilson@bunny.parish.email.
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NORBURY NATTERS

Your Letters

BOOSTER BAFFLEMENT
Encouraged to have our booster, we were taken aback that in our
part of Rushcliffe very few places, including the pharmacies at
East Leake and Musters Road, West Bridgford, were offering
appointments, and the first were towards the end of November. In
the end we chose to go to the Village Hotel Chilwell and even then
we had a week to wait.
In retrospect the closure of the Gamston Centre and the nonreopening of the old TV studio site seems a mistake, if the aim was
to vaccinate as many as quickly as possible. The announcement
that there were ‘walk-in’ centres proved to be optimistic and added
to the confusion.

The above photo, taken by Tom Ryder, is yet another example of
this anti-social behaviour. What can be done about it? If you come
across fly-tipped waste, don’t just moan about it, get out your
phone and ring Rushcliffe Borough Council Customer Services
team on 0115 981 9911 to report it. They will take it from there.
Rushcliffe warn that fly-tipped waste can be dangerous and can
contain hidden hazards. Do not attempt to remove any fly-tipped
waste.
Are you contributing to fly-tipping? If you are a householder, you
are required to take reasonable steps to check that people
removing waste from your premises are authorised to do so. So if
you have work done on your property you need to know how the
workers you employed are intending to dispose of any waste
material. If your waste is found dumped, you will be liable.
Kate Hunt
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REMEMBRANCE REVIVAL
Although Covid restrictions prevented a complete return to
normality, there was one very pleasing addition this year. This was
the involvement of the school with the head, Georgina, and Riley, a
Year 5 pupil, sharing the reading of a lesson. The clarity of his
delivery would have put many adults to shame. This was followed
the laying of the wreath by Riley and Oliver, a Year 2 pupil. Not an
easy task as I know from my own experience.
BAH HUMBUG BACK
It remains to be seen how far the festive season returns to
normality, although with predicted supply problems, it may
remind us oldies of rationing. As far as the village is concerned,
alas following advice from Rushcliffe Rotary regarding house-tohouse collections and Covid restrictions there will, unfortunately,
again be no Christmas float in December this year. However, it is
understood that there will be a Xmas tree outside the Village Hall.

DOGGIE DOO DAH DEBATE
Rushcliffe BC are proposing a new Public Space Order. This
concerns dog fouling and the control of dogs in public spaces and
will come into force in April 22. Details, including a survey for
completion, can be found on the Rushcliffe website.
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CHRISTMAS OLD AND NEW
Then

The ancient wood lies dark and still,
A chill breeze ruffles branch and twig,
Cold silence reigns on darkened hill,
Ice crystals point each coppice sprig,
A gibbous moon beads midnight cloud,
Spills shaded beams through ancient elm,
Lights bank and meadow’s snowy shroud,
As deep drifts blanket winter realm.
A mouse runs by on rutted ride,
Safe homeward bound with acorn gift,
A meagre fare for cold Yule-tide,
Whilst risking vixen’s midnight shift.

Tucked in their beds on Christmas Eve,
Small children sleep in town below,
Deep in a land of make-believe,
Where from the sky comes dreamed ho-ho.

Snow and holly, 1995

Now

The ancient woodland stands there still,
A warm wind ruffles branch and twig,
Late heavy haulage shakes the hill,
And drumbeat sounds from party gig.
A gibbous moon lights dusty cloud,
Spills silver where the elms once stood,
The banks lack snow, the mead is ploughed,
The ice long melted in a flood.
The owl hoots now he’s had his fill,
Of mouse and vole late homeward bound,
As crunched leaf mould gave easy kill,
Midst spears of green upon the ground.
Now not so quiet on Christmas Eve,
As children sleep in town below,
In virtual dreams of online weave,
Where from wi-fi comes streamed ho-ho.
Chris Terrell-Nield 2021
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Leafy trees, 2020

Notes From Bunny Wood
It’s been a very long autumn in the Wood, with the trees slow to
change. As I write, many are still in leaf, and the field maples are
looking quite splendid. Some red Campion are flowering along the
rides, and there is the usual flush of autumn fungi. Some are much
larger than usual and look
quite edible, but don’t eat
unless you know the species
is harmless.
The extended autumn is
part of a long-term trend in
climate change, as those of
you who followed the COP26
conference will be aware.
October was 1.4°C above the
long-term average,
November is following suit.
Predictions for December are less certain.
The most obvious impact of increasing temperatures is on the
plants, producing a longer growing season. Last December we
already had first signs of bluebells and growth of new dog’s
mercury shoots. This will
continue as the Met Office
prediction is for milder and
wetter winters.
Don’t despair - this doesn’t rule
out a white Christmas. What it
does to the animals is more
complex. It is likely to benefit
small mammals and their
predators, but many that
overwinter - and that includes
insects - could be in trouble if
they cannot adapt to changing and unstable conditions.
Having said this, have a magical Christmas, though it is likely to
be an increasingly green one!
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CHIRPINGS
Notes on birds and nature in the garden
So now we are coming into the time of year when my favourite
garden visitor may pop up at any time along the branches of the
Bramley apple tree – the goldcrest, not just Britain’s but Europe’s
smallest bird.
As the BTO points out, the high-pitched “zree-zree” calls often fall
outside the hearing range of the more mature birdwatchers
amongst us, so it may frequently go un-noticed. I work on the
principle that if I can hear it, it’s not a goldcrest.
They are busy little things, running around the ends of branches to
find insects, occasionally probing behind a loose piece of bark,
never still, and difficult to follow as they disappear from one spot
to turn up at another nearby, sometimes upside down.
Often the golden streak on their crest is hidden from view, but the
huge black eyes
ringed with white
seem to fill the
round face. A very
precise short beak
sticks out at the
front end, but with
almost no neck to
speak of and only a
short tail they look
like a feathery ball
with bits added on.
If we get a decent
fall of snow this
Goldcrest
winter, I might try
making a snowgoldcrest with twigs for beak and legs and maybe a left-over golden
autumn leaf on top.
Most of the year goldcrests live in conifers, but like the wrens such
a small bird has to work hard to stay warm in winter and so they
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come into our gardens, often joining bluetits and great tits; they
are quite partial to suet balls.
The birds we see here in winter are residents, but on the east coast
they are joined by birds
from Scandinavia and
Northern Europe –
amazing that a bird
the weight of a 20p
piece can manage to
cross the North Sea,
even with slightly
longer wings than our
residents. So watch out
for your little bit of
gold for Christmas.
And also look out for
Redwing
redwings - like songthrushes but with red
under the wing, and a flashy cream "eyebrow". Huge numbers are
reported to be headed our way from the continent in November,
expected to turn up in berry trees near you throughout the winter.

Sheila Clark

BE AWARE AND TAKE ACTION!
It is that time of year when the illegal ”sport” of chasing and
killing hares with dogs (lurchers, greyhounds) starts up, as large
areas of farmland have been cleared of standing crops.
Keep a lookout for groups of vehicles (estate cars, four-wheel
drives or vans) parked, perhaps by a gateway to farmland, on a
grass verge, on a farm track or bridle path.
If you see something suspicious, please report it to the police but
DO NOT APPROACH THESE PEOPLE
They are not very nice to say the least!
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Kate Hunt

BUNNY ALLOTMENTS RECIPE OF THE MONTH
Squidgy Chocolate Pear Pudding

Ingredients
200g butter (plus extra for greasing) 300g golden caster sugar
4 large eggs
75g plain flour
25g flaked almonds (optional)
50g cocoa powder
410g can pear halves, drained
100g plain dark chocolate (70% cocoa)
Cream or ice cream to serve
Method
1. Heat oven to 190C/170 fan/gas 5.
Lightly grease a 20x30cm shallow
ovenproof dish. Put the butter in a large saucepan and place over a
low heat until just melted. Remove the butter from the heat and
stir in the sugar until well combined.
2. Whisk the eggs together in a large bowl. Gradually add the eggs
to the butter and sugar, beating well with a wooden spoon in
between each addition. Sift the flour and cocoa powder on top of
the egg mixture, then beat hard with a wooden spoon until
thoroughly combined.
3. Pour into the prepared tin or dish and nestle the pears into the
chocolate batter. Put the chocolate on a board and cut into chunky
pieces, roughly 1.5cm, with a large knife. Scatter the chocolate
pieces over the batter and sprinkle with almonds, if you like.
Bake in the centre of the oven for 30 minutes or until the mixture
is crusty on the surface and lightly cooked inside. Do not allow to
overcook as the cake will become spongy rather than gooey in the
centre. Serve warm with cream or ice cream.
Would you like an allotment? Please contact Cathy on 07803
004582 or Sheila on 9213783.
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BUNNY C OF E PRIMARY SCHOOL
It was such a privilege to host the first community event since
Covid-19 restrictions, and the Big Bunny Bash was a huge
success.
FOBS pulled out all
the stops and
planned, prepared
and put on a
spectacular fundraising event for the
whole community.
Thank you for all
the ‘behind the
scenes’ preparation,
to parents running
stalls/bar/ BBQ etc.
and for all those
who helped clean up after the event. The total raised for FOBS
was £1,668 – a huge achievement and a wonderful occasion to
catch up with our
neighbours and friends
from the wider
community. I’m already
looking forward to the
next one!
The children have also
enjoyed participating in
‘Local History Day’
planned and organised by
Mrs Bee and supported by
many members of the
Bunny History Society.
The children had a
wonderful, interactive day learning about the local history.
Here are two short extracts from Evie and Edward in Chestnut
Class:
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We dressed up on Tuesday and we saw Archie’s farm. We learnt
about the wrestling baron and the Parkyns family. We learnt about
the three schools. By Edward (Year 1)
I didn’t know that there were three schools. I learnt about the
wrestling baron and a squint. We leant that there was a house and
saw Archie’s granny house. By Evie (Year 2).

As we enter into the Autumn and Winter months, the children and
staff are preparing for a full term of activities. At the time of
writing we look forward to the following activities:
Children in Need ramble
First Aid Training for all the children from Nursery up to Year 6
Whole school trip to the pantomime
The Christmas Nativity – returning to church (with a few tweaks!).
Mrs Anelay
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BUNNY BULLETIN INFORMATION
ONLINE
Editions can be viewed online at www.bunnyvillage.org.uk.
DIARY PAGES
If you are holding an event and would like it included in the
Village Diary pages, please contact Heather on 0115 9845172.
COPY
E-mail copy to: editor.bunnybulletin@gmail.com. Please send text
articles as Word documents (.docx); spreadsheets as Excel files
(.xls) and pictures as JPEGs (.jpg). Handwritten items can be delivered to Erica at 34 Main Street (please include a contact number).
COPY DEADLINE
Deadline for next edition: Mon Dec 6
Delivery of next edition: Sat Dec 18 / Sun Dec 19
ADVERTISING
Enquiries to cjeanb36@hotmail.com.

DISTRIBUTION
If you have not received your current issue, contact your local
distributor or ring Phil Brown on 0115 9211791.

The Bereavement Support Group is restarting, and is holding its
first meeting on Wednesday 1 December from 10.30am to
12.30pm at the Centenary Lounge, Keyworth Village Hall, Elm
Avenue, Keyworth NG12 5AN.
This is an informal friendly group for mutual support. Contact
Social Prescribing Link Worker Jenny Smeeton on
jenny.smeeton@nhs.net (tel: 0787 7201268) or First Responder
Jacky Cripwell on jackycripwell@hotmail.com (tel: 0115 921
2037, mob: 07799 834338).
Future meetings will be on the first Wednesday of each month.
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COMMITTEE
Editor: editor.bunnybulletin@gmail.com.
Invoicing & Minutes: Chris Brown, 36 Main Street, 9211791
Diary Editor & Treasurer: Heather Paul, 148 Loughborough Road,
9845172
Disclaimer: Any opinions expressed in the Bunny Bulletin are not necessarily
those of the Editorial Committee, who reserve the right to edit material as and
when it is considered appropriate.
Please note: Articles in the Bunny Bulletin are for circulation to the residents of
Bunny village and for others by subscription only. The information they contain is
not to be printed in any other publication without the author’s express permission.
This also applies to articles viewable on the village website.
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LOCAL GROUPS
Allotments
Sheila 0115 9213783 or Cathy 07803 004582
Baby & Toddlers
Steve 07843 052914 or Jan 0115 984 1570
Bunny Improvement Group
Pete 0115 9213213 (petepearson44@gmail.com)

Church Bell Ringing
Marilyn 0115 9844081
Church Choir
Heather 0115 9845172
Community Choir
Kate 0115 9847090 (kate.m.hunt@outlook.com)
Fabric Fundraisers
Jan 0115 9841570
Friends of Bunny School
friendsofbunnyschool@gmail.com

Gardeners
Graham 0115 9846253
History
Jan 0115 9841570
Lunch Bunch
Jan 0115 9841570
Men’s Institute
Bob 01509 768184 or David 0115 8374922
Messy Church
Joey (joeyhamilton102@gmail.com)
Women's Institute
Angi 07970 801709
angelacharlesworth@hotmail.co.uk
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North Star is BACK!
THE VERY BEST DESSERT WINE in the country, winner of no
less than 18 Gold and Silver Medals, both national and
international level.
North Star is produced at Eglantine Vineyard, Ash Lane (top of
Bunny Hill) and we are delighted to announce that we are
releasing a new Vintage on Saturday 26th November and will be
open 10.00am ‘til 4.00pm every day until 31st December 2021 for
sales (excluding Christmas Day).
North Star, along with our other wines will also be available at
daughter vineyard: Hanwell Wine Estate, Hickling Pastures (see
website for details).
Ring on:01509 852386 / email: tony.skuriat@gmail.com
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A Merry Christmas
to all our advertisers
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USEFUL TELEPHONE NUMBERS
Bunny Primary School

0115

921 2727

Church House Surgery, Ruddington

0115

984 7101

Church View Dental Practice, Ruddington

0115

984 8024

Crimestoppers UK

0800

555111

East Leake Health Centre

01509

852181

East Leake Leisure Centre

01509

852956

Electricity Loss of Supply
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Floodline

0345

988 1188

Gas Emergency

0800

111999

Hate Crime Helpline

0800

138 1625

Keyworth Dental Surgery

0115

937 5828

Keyworth Health Centre

0115

937 3527

Keyworth Leisure Centre

0115

937 5582

Keyworth Library

0115

937 3509

Leakline & Sewer Problems

0800

783 4444

Neighbourhood Watch Co-ordinator

0115

940 6872

NHS Direct

111

Nottingham City Hospital

0115

969 1169

Nottinghamshire County Council

0300

500 8080

Police (if crime in progress call 999)
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Queen's Medical Centre

0115

924 9924

Ruddington Library

0115

921 2309

Ruddington Medical Centre

0115

921 1144

Rushcliffe Borough Council

0115

981 9911

South Wolds Academy

0115

937 3506

Telephone Preference Service

0207

291 3320

Treeline Dental Care, Keyworth

0115

937 2226

Village Dental Practice, East Leake

01509

852399

Village Hall Administrator

0115

984 6466
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