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To Place an advertisement in the

Bunny Bulletin
Published each month and distributed to each
Household in the Village

Contact:
Cjeanb36@hotmail.com
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Editorial:
The front cover picture was going to
be spring flowers, but bt the time the
printers finish with this, the daffodils
may be past their best and no longer
topical.
So I thought the village flagpole displaying the Ukrainian
Flag would still be in the headlines and in sympathy with our
reputation for supporting underdogs.
I could still do with more copy, so please send anything of
interest, and the minutes of the Parish Council to:
Editor.bunnybulletin@gmail.com before deadline, which is
noon on Easter Tuesday ie. 19th, and I shall do my best to get
the next issue out by the beginning of May.
Send pictures as attachments, preferably jpeg, and text as
MSWord 97 or similar, as my OpenOffice can handle it.
Documents for scanning can be put through my door at the
address below:

ANCIENT IRAQ: NEW DISCOVERIES

FANTASTIC FIRSTS
Delve deeper into our upcoming British Museum exhibition
Ancient Iraq: New Discoveries with our Fantastic Firsts series.
This week, we're sharing with you how Ancient Iraqis developed
the world's first writing system over 5000 years ago.

Visit us at Lakeside Arts for
Ancient Iraq: New Discoveries
Saturday 26 March – Sunday 19 June!

Bunny Bulletin Committee
Editor:
Christopher Paul
148 Loughborough Road
9845172
Diary Editor & Treasurer
Heather Paul
148 Loughborough Road
9845172
Invoicing & Minutes
Chris Brown
36 Main Street
9211791
Disclaimer: Any opinions expressed in the Bunny Bulletin are not necessarily those of the Editorial Committee, who reserve the right to edit material as and when it is considered appropriate.
Readers Please Note:The articles in the Bunny Bulletin are for circulation to the residents of Bunny
Village and for others by subscription only.
The information they contain is not to be printed in any other publication without the author’s express
permission. The same goes for the copies viewable on www.BunnyVillage.org.
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This British Museum touring exhibition celebrates
the rich cultural legacy of Iraq through 80 remarkable objects
and two fascinating stories, helping to highlight
the challenges of protecting
Iraq's diverse cultural heritage following decades of conflict.
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BUNNY ALLOTMENTS VEGETABLE OF THE MONTH
Asparagus
Soil facts – Good drainage is essential. Pick a sunny spot,
sheltered from strong winds. Dig thoroughly in Autumn
and incorporate a liberal dressing of well-rotted manure or
compost.
Sowing and planting – Plant crowns in early April if the soil
is in a good condition. Delay for a few weeks if the weather
is cold and wet. Trenches should be about 3 feet apart.
Soon after planting the first spears will appear. Do not cut
these. They must be left to develop into bushy fern-like
stems. Cutting can begin in the second year after planting
as soon as the spears reach 4-5 inches. They should be
severed about 3 inches below the soil surface. Stop cutting
early-mid June.
Varieties – Connovers Colossal. The number 1 variety,
available in seed or crowns. It is a thick-stalked type which
crops early and is excellent for freezing.
Cito. A French variety which has earned a good reputation
in Britain. It is noted for its heavy crops of unusually long
spears which appear early in the season. An all-male
hybrid.
Franklim. You are more likely to find this all-male variety
in the catalogues than any of the other new varieties. The
spears are thick and it is claimed that yields are heavy.
Steaming is the classical method of preparing asparagus
and it served with hot melted butter or cold with an oil and
vinegar dressing. Avoid storing or cooking for too long.
When freezing, divide the spears into thick and thin stems.
Wash thoroughly to remove grit and tie into small bundles.
Blanch thick stems for 4 minutes, thin for 2 minutes and
freeze in an airtight container.
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CHIRPINGS – Notes on birds and nature in the garden
Have you got lots of goldfinches in your garden this year? Or are
you wondering where they have disappeared to? Experience
seems to have varied a lot between apparently similar gardens.
The national surveys are showing that because we had a poor
spring last year there were fewer fledglings so a smaller
population at the start of winter. But with a mild winter just gone,
there was more food in the countryside and with fewer birds
looking for it there was less competition, so the birds have
survived the winter better. As usual in nature, there is no simple
answer – fewer birds due to smaller broods, but higher survival
rates so more birds actually arriving in our gardens. Confusing.
Anyway, with the milder winter, several birds will have nested
earlier than usual – blackbirds, robins, collared doves and the
ever-present wood pigeons will have taken the risk. There is of
course the danger of late frosts, but food should be more available
for them. The story is told of an early nest with eggs in it,
defended by up to six blackbirds chasing a magpie off. Though
they were successful at first, the magpie did eventually manage to
get all the eggs, so the gamble failed this time.
Do you have nest boxes in your garden? The RSPB report that
you might find they are not occupied by the blue tits or robins you
expected. A survey of unusual nest-box guests included brown
long-eared bats and hornets, mice and tree-bumblebees. One nest
which sounded as though it was occupied by an adder turned out
to be home to a great tit making adder-style hissing noises, a very
effective deterrent. More likely to be found, blue tits and house
sparrows have been known to house-share, safety in numbers.
Worth having a peek, but try not to disturb the birds.
Sheila Clark.
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VILLAGE HALL IS AROUND 150 YEARS OLD AND STILL
SERVING THE VLLAGE

Goldfinches eating Niger seed
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Bunny Village Hall history goes back to the 1870’s, when what is
now the building used as a Village Hall was built to provide the
village with a new school, replacing the original room in the adjacent
Almshouses, built for the village by Sir Thomas Parkyns of Bunny
Hall. The first school was in the building now providing
accommodation for the Bunny Mens Institute living
Parish clerk Mike Elliott says the new building gave more space but
it was not without its flaws.”Each of the two rooms had been built
with a fire grate but these were quite inadequate for the size of the
rooms. Successive boilers were put into the rooms but they all had
their faults and complaints were often made in the winter”.
The schoolroom floor was also an ongoing problem. It was damp and
several ‘cures’ were tried. The original rooms must have been very
dark for they have both had additional windows inserted. One has
been put in the south wall of the large room, and one in the west
wall of the little room (the one that gives a view of the churchyard).
In the 1890s plans were drawn for the classroom (the small room)
to be enlarged, cloakrooms to be added and the toilets improved.
The work was too costly and in the end the governors decided instead merely to improve the toilets. The entrance to the second
school was the same as today’s Village Hall and immediately on the
left was the main schoolroom where originally the children from seven to fourteen years were taught. Beyond the main room was the
little classroom where the five and six year olds spent their days.
Directly ahead of the entrance door was the boys’ cloakroom and
beyond that a door which gave onto a small yard with the boys’ toilets on the far side of the yard. The girls’ cloakroom was off the
main form room with another small, damp, dark yard beyond and
their toilets on the far side .Originally they were not connected to a
mains water supply an d had to be emptied on a regular basis, in
the early days, by the now defunct Basford Rural District Council.
.When the second school was built, the governors had a playground
laid down and properly surfaced in the space on the corner between
the two school buildings. Of course this was much too small for sixty
healthy seven to eleven year olds to exercise in and lack of proper
playground space was one of the main faults of the new building.
However, visitors frequently commented on the happy atmosphere
within the school even when, by the middle of the twentieth century,
the school and its curriculum had long outgrown the buildings and
was functioning under extreme difficulties.
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For many years the villagers had been complaining that there was
no large building capable of catering for a large event and that the
community suffered because of this. Hence in 1946 it was decided to
fund-raise for the building of a village hall. At that time the target
was £1,000, quite a sum for a small place to raise. Fundraising in
many forms was undertaken and in 1960 land in Church Street, at
that time occupied by two old cottages, was purchased for £350
from Bradmore landowner Miss Geraldine Pyatt. The names of the
trustees on the lease as far as the village went were P then Rev
Linsan Graves, Vicar of Bunny at the time, Mr Harold |Ives,
chairman of the parish council, and Mr William E. Evans. Progress
in collecting enough money to build the hall was extremely slow, the
required sum now being quoted as £3,000. It must have been very
discouraging and several times it was suggested that the fund be
wound up and the idea forgotten. People became concerned that if
the hall were ever built, it would be difficult to finance its
maintenance. Finally in 1963 it was decided to sell the land. It raised
£1,200 at auction and it now houses two houses and the money was
invested until the lease of the old Victorian school could be arranged
- this was due to be replaced by a new building. This finally came to
fruition in 1969 and the Village Hall became an actuality..
The need for fund-raising for the Village Hall became necessary once
again in 1978. The Village Hall was in desperate need of
refurbishment. It still had the old outside toilets and primitive
kitchen. The village had to raise £3,000 to build an extension, which
would include a new kitchen, inside toilets and storage facilities. In
1999 a pitched roof was added, this time funded by various grants.
At present the Village Hall provides the venue for various parish
based organisations and is of course
available for public and
private functions. It is currently controlled by the parish council.
+++
-Mike Elliott
Clerk
19/21 Main Street,
Keyworth,
Nottingham.
NG12 5AA
0115 937 6506
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NORBURY NATTERS
TREE TOPICS
A reminder for those living in the Conservation area that it is
sensible to consult the rules on the Rushcliffe Website as to
whether it is necessary to seek permission to carry out work
on trees. A response should be heard within 6 weeks of
application and most reputable tree surgeons will ask to see
evidence of approval before carrying out any work. Some trees
may also be subject to a Tree Preservation Order (TPO). An
example is the woodland at the corner of Loughborough Road
and Gotham Lane.
GLAMPING GOBSMACK
An application for a Glamping site on the wooded area
mentioned above was refused, but it appears that our friends in
Bradmore have not been so fortunate. Readers may have
noticed work in the field on the left hand side of the A60 as one
approaches Bradmore. It appears that this will be a glamping
site and that no planning permission was required. It is not
entirely clear why this should be the case , but the “teepee” and
other structures which have appeared maybe considered as
non- permanent. Also no new access on to the A60 is needed
which was a factor with the refusal of the Bunny glamping site
proposal.
WELCOME WINDOWS
It is good to see that the new owners of Roger and Suzie
Sewell’s old cottage on Moor Lane are replacing the worn out
“Yorkshire “ sliding windows with similar modern replacements .
They are now a rarity in Bunny, those in our own cottage having
been replaced in a “restoration” in the 1970’s.
BRICKYARD BARRIERS
It appears that the long awaited decision on the Brickyard
development access could come in the next couple of months.
It appears that the delay is the need to resolve a number of
outstanding issues, including contributions to highways
infrastructure. Alas, this cannot be taken as an indication that
the many objections to the access proposals have been accepted.
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BOTTLE TOP CHARITY
COLLECTION
It was reported that Bottle Tops
are now accepted by Rushcliffe
BC for recycling and that is so.
HOWEVER, we are still collecting
bottle tops and plastic lids as
before for CHARITY ( Dove
Cottage Day Hospice) so please
continue to leave your
contributions at 21 Main Street
Thank you
Jenny Norbury Tel 9846253

NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH REPORT
The themes for this month all relate to NHW’s central focus on working

to support communities in becoming more connected, active, and safe.
The wheels are currently in motion in connexion with some of these
themes, so events on those fronts will have moved on by the time you
read this.
CELEBRATING H.M. THE QUEEN’S PLATINUM JUBILEE
To meet the Editor’s copy deadline this report is being written on the
day the Open Meeting is to be held in the Village Hall to consider what
this community might do as a tribute to Her Majesty on her long reign.
Whatever is agreed will, I’m sure, reflect the spirit of NHW.
SUPPORT FOR UKRAINE
I’m awaiting the arrival of a Ukrainian flag which you’ll see flying
from the village’s flag-pole to show support for the citizens of Ukraine.
Discussions are underway to consider the feasibility of providing more
substantive support within our community for Ukrainian refugees (such
as making the Village Hall available). These discussions may not lead to
action, but it does seem right to give thought to this issue.
BUNNY ROAD SAFETY GROUP
In recent days every household (along with every organisation –
whether commercial or not) in the village will have had another
opportunity to share their concerns on road safety issues, and the Road
Safety Group will be reviewing those concerns as we write our report as
a basis for discussions with Via East Midlands and Notts. County
Council with a view to changes being made to improve road safety.
THE GREAT BRITISH SPRING CLEAN
This annual event, run by Keep Britain Tidy, is taking place during 25
March – 10 April (see www.keepbritaintidy.org). The Parish Council
has yet to make plans to engage with it, but any residents are
encouraged to do their bit. Support is available from Streetwise
Environmental Services (contact 0115 914 8408 or
streetwiseenvironmentalservices@co.uk).

19

20

VILLAGE DIARY FOR APRIL

AVOIDING FINANCIAL FRAUD
As I write this new safety procedures are taking effect to reduce the risk
of fraud by the requirement for additional confirmation of identity (e.g.
via app, text, or ‘phone) when carrying out online transactions. It may
seem a nuisance, but there are good reasons for this change! If you are
the victim of financial fraud, or need advice, do contact Action Fraud
on 0300 123 2050 (lines open 24 hours a day).
If you suspect that you’ve been ‘phoned by a scammer who says he/she
is from your bank and asks you to transfer money or provide personal
details, you should hang up and call 159 to speak directly to your bank.
This number works in the same way as 101 for the Police and 111 for
the NHS. (More details are available at https://stopscamsuk.org.uk .)
A BUNNY WELCOME

Date

Time

Event

Place

Term Ends

Schools

Stations of the Cross

Keyworth

10:30 AM Café Church Service

St Mary's

1 Friday
12:00noon
3 Sunday
6 Wednesday
7 Thursday
8 Friday
10 Sunday

11 Monday
12 Tuesday

Grey Bin Day
7:15 PM Community Choir
12:00noon
Stations of the Cross
10:15 AM Palm Sunday Procession

Village Hall
St Mary's
Keyworth

10:30 AM Palm Sunday Service

St Mary's

6:00 PM Holy Communion
6:00 PM Holy Communion

13 Wednesday

14 Thursday

If any new residents haven’t yet received a copy of the Welcome to
Bunny booklet, I’ll be happy to provide one – please let me know. And
I’d be grateful to be told when newcomers take up residence in the
village: all I need is the address!

Blue & Green Bin Day

St Mary's

1:35 PM Mobile Library

Convent

2:05 PM Mobile Library

Rancliffe Arms

2:30 PM Mobile Library

Albert Road

6:00 PM Maundy Supper&Communion

St Mary's

8:00 PM Maundy Communion&Vigil

Keyworth

Bank Holiday
12:00noon

Stations of the Cross

St Mary's

1:00 PM Quiet Hour

St Mary's

16 Saturday

8:30 PM Holy Saturday Rites & Vigil

Keyworth

17 Sunday

9:00 AM Communion Service

Bradmore

10:30 AM Benefice Eucharist
18 Monday

Bank Holiday

19 Tuesday

Term Begins
12:00noon

Grey Bin Day

21 Thursday

H.M.The Queen's Birthday
7:15 PM Community Choir

24 Sunday

28 Thursday
30 Saturday
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Schools

Village Hall

St. George's Day
10:00 AM Open Day
6:00 PM Holy Communion

27 Wednesday

St Mary's

Bulletin Deadline

20 Wednesday

23 Saturday

21

St Mary's
Keyworth

2:30 PM Chat in Church

15 Friday

Dick Wilson
Lead Neighbourhood Watch Coordinator
DickWilson@nottswatch.co.uk or dick.wilson@bunny.parish.email

Stanton

Bunny Woods
St Mary's

Blue Bin Day
2:30 PM Chat in Church

St Mary's

7:15 PM Community Choir

Village Hall

10:30 AM Open Church

St Mary's

x

BUNNY CHURCH NEWS

EASTER
Warm Easter greetings to everyone from us all. Do join us at our Easter
services - a warm welcome awaits you!

Crime figures

January

2022

Bunny Church
Palm Sunday service is on 16 April. We will gather outside the church at
10.15am for the blessing of the Palm crosses and Gospel and then process
around the church before entering it. It may be easier for some to go
directly into the church to sit and wait for us to join you there, rather than
pricessing. Refreshments will be served after the service.

Date / times
06/012 10:35

Crime
Fraud and Forgery

Location
Wolds drive

Village
Keyworth

11/01 16:26

ASB

Dale road

Keyworth

Tuesday 12th April - 6pm Communion Service

12/01 13:32

Fraud and Forgery

Maundy Thursday (14th April) Supper of bread, cheese, olives, grapes,
nibbles etc at 6pm includes service. Children and young people are
especially welcome. Please let Penny know if you wish to attend for catering
numbers.

13/01/ 09:17

Theft other

13/01/ 13:32

Animal/Wildlife

23/01/ 07:52

Burglary other

Bunny Lane

Keyworth

08/01 20:28

T.F.M.V

Station road

Plumtree

02/01/ 12:36
02/01/ 12:54
03/01/ 21:28
12/01/ 10:14
12/01/ 16:03

Criminal Damage
Criminal Damage
Theft from shop
Burglary other
Burglary other

Medina drive
Tollerton Lane
Melton road
Tollerton Lane
Tollerton Lane

Tollerton
Tollerton
Tollerton
Tollerton
Tollerton

22/01/ 10:55

T.F.M.V.

Tollerton Lane Tollerton

22/01 11:23

Fraud and Forgery Tollerton Lane
Road Related ofMain road
fence
Theft of Motor VehiMelton road
cle

Good Friday (15th April)- Stations of the Cross at 12noon followed by Quiet
Hour.
Easter Sunday (17th April)Morning Service with Communion at 10.30am.
Refreshments (hot cross buns!) will be served after the Service.
Bradmore Church
Easter Sunday Communion at 9am (maybe held at Bradmore Methodist
Church).
CHAT IN CHURCH
Join us on Wednesdays 30th March, and 13 and 27th April between 2.30
and 4.30pm for a cup of tea/coffee and a slice of Chris’ delicious cakes.

01/01/ 16:02

Brook view
drive
Widmerpool
lane
Normanton
lane

OPEN CHURCH
Pop in for tea/coffee and biscuits on Saturdays 26th March and 30th April
between 10.30am and 12noon.

09/01 03:02
18/01/ 22:09

T.F.M.V.

Main street

A very happy Easter to you all and best wishes, Penny Wakefield

05/01/ 08:40

T.F.M.V.

New row

18/01/ 22:23

Burglary Dwelling

Fosse Way
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Details
Cloned number plates
Incident during school
run

Keyworth

Financial fraud

Keyworth

Theft of trailer

Keyworth

Dog loose in the village
Outbuilding broken in to
tools taken
Item taken from a vehicle
Damage to a fence
Damage to a fence
Food and alcohol taken
Break in to a shed
Break in to a shed
Parts taken from a vehicle
Scam telephone call
Vehicles parking near to
a junction

Tollerton
Upper
Broughton
Hickling PasTheft of a car
tures
Theft of Catalytic conKinoulton
vertor
Willoughby.o
Theft of number plates
.t.Wolds
Stanton.o.t.
Property Broken in to
Wolds

Meeting held in the Village Hall on
Monday 14th March of those concerned with a celebration of the
Queen’s Platinum Jubilee

23rd

PeacockGardens, one on Kirk Ley and a the third on Dormouse Close and
stolen items from within.

Suggestions:
Picnic on the Village Green at 2:00p.m.Sunday March 5th
Dress will be informal:Red, White & Blue.
Access to the Village Hall for Toilets or weather
People to bring their own food plus any to share put in Hall
Bunting and road closure bollards erected in the morning after Church
Service 10:30 a.m.
Community Choir and Saxophone Group to Perform
After the Service Church also available in case of Rain

23rd

For a more permanent reminder it was suggest that the bench over the
Fairham Brook could be replaced with a memorial one. The cost and the
funding will be looked into by the Parish Council..

8th

Further ideas and complaints should be sent to Izumi Featherstone
17 Albert Road 9846466
Red, White & Blue flowering plants for the Village Planters supplied by
Parish Council to be planted by BIG.
Village Clean up last Week of May, people may Like to do the area in
front of their property at least.
Refurbish the board bunnies, perhaps silver or gold . A competition for
the youngsters, perhaps?

Overnight unknown suspect has entered a three vehicles one on

Suspects in a silver Peugeot have entered victims car and stolen

items including a laptop.
14th

Overnight unknown suspects forced lock off workshop and stole

items from within.
4th

Unknown Suspects have forced entry to the garage on Nottingham

Road stolen Kubota other Multi SF66AEU and a number of tools.
Overnight an Ifor Williams horse trailer and Hilliam Pony cart were

stolen from Moor lane – due to having a tracker the owners were able to
trace the horse trailer.
9th

Overnight numerous sheds on the allotments were broken into

and items stolen.
12th

Unknown suspects have entered the Gypsum site on Leake road

and stolen items making off in a vehicle.
12th

An Ifor Williams horse trailer was stolen from by unknown suspects

from a field on Normanton Lane.
18th

Unknown

suspects

have

forced

entry

to

a

container

Loughborough road and stolen items from within.
9-16th Unknown suspects have entered site Loughborough Road and
stolen metal

items from the log store and also forced open a locker

and stole items.
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on

WHITE QUEEN, BLACK THORN
15th

Items inside the church on were damaged by unknown person.

WEST LEAKE’,RATCLIFFE ON SOAR,

Regards Kelly
My e-mail address is Kelly,carlile@nottinghamshire.pnn.police.uk
Follow me on twitter @LeakeKworthCops or on facebook at Rushcliffe
South Police
My mobile number is
If wish to contact me you can ring 101 ext 3101530, or the control room
where a message can be left. My Sergeant is Sgt 974 Jury based at
Cotgrave police station (ext. 3100974).
Why not follow us?

http://twitter.com/nottspolice
http://facebook.com/nottspolice
http://youtube.com/nottinghampolice

As I look down from lofty crown,
Bedecked in gown of purest white,
I spy my subjects, that prickled crowd,
That line the ride to bramble fight.
I am their queen, they are my knights
That guard the ground, control the light,
Corral the horses, the sheep and cows,
Protect the coupe and woodland sprite.
From ditch and bank, the pawns size up
These shepherds of an ancient site.
They bow their umbels, await next move,
Impressed by woody might and right.

Cherry Tree at Post 4

While high above a rook looks down,
Across the wold, from castled height,
And thinks as someone who’s wise to know,
Black forest king, and his birth-right.
Chris Terrell-Nield 2022

If you want to find out about criminals or rogue traders in your area, sign
up to neighbourhood alerts. The alerts, which are sent via email, give up
to the minute information about policing or trading standards issues,
including crime prevention advice. Sign up to the alerts at

www.neighbourhoodalert,co.uk
Blackthorn Blossom
Don't forget the Bunny Old Wood Open Day
Sunday April 24th 10.00-3.00.
Guided Walk, Scavenger Hunt, and Bluebells

27

28

NOTES FROM BUNNY WOOD
Take a walk along the wood’s main ride, pause at post four on the nature trail
and look up. Across the bridleway is a tall, straight tree with bands in its bark,
and in the spring a crown of white flowers. This is our prime wild cherry,
probably the tallest tree in the wood.
Prunus avium (or gean) is a native tree that grows best in full sunlight and
fertile soil, so the edge of the Wood is ideal. There are about 400 species of
Prunus, plus many cultivars, and the genus includes almond peach, plum, and
apricot as well as cherry. Its name “avium” refers to birds which eat the
cherries and disperse its seed.
Opening in April (and now in late March) the hermaphrodite flowers are an
early source of nectar and pollen for insects. Later the foliage is the main food
source for moths such as Brimstone (not the butterfly!). Still later, cherries are
eaten by woodmice as well as birds.
Once planted for their fruit and wood, making barrel hoops and vine poles,
cherry wood has long been used for decorative veneers and furniture. Cherry
trees also feature in folk medicine. Resin from the bark was used by children
as chewing gum. In solution it treated coughs and was dissolved in wine to
treat gall and kidney stones. Cherry bark, leaves and seeds contain
cyanogenic glycosides and chewing fresh leaves can release the poison
hydrogen cyanide. However, sour cherries have anti-bacterial and antiinflammatory properties and Henry VIII was said to take them to relieve his
gout. Recent studies have shown the fruits contain the sleep hormone
melatonin, so may be useful in treating insomnia and jet lag.
Despite its size, this tree may be past its prime. Mature cherries live for about
60 years and if you look up across the wood by aptly named Cherry Ride (post
6) you will see that several of these large cherries have failed and are leaning
or fallen. Such is the fate of queens (and kings).
Our other Prunus is blackthorn (the Queen’s knights). Prunus spinosa
produces clouds of snow-white flowers in March and April (very good this
year). Best known for their fruits used to make sloe gin, they also have an
important role in the landscape.
Mature blackthorns can reach 6–7m and live for 100 years. Their twigs form
straight side shoots which develop into thorns (hence “spinosa”) that can
pierce clothing and skin and once embedded can cause inflammation. On the
plus side, its early flowering provides valuable nectar and pollen for bees and
its foliage is eaten by moth caterpillars including the magpie, yellow
underwing, and mottled pug. Blackthorn wood has been used to make
walking and riding sticks and Irish shillelaghs, and perhaps witches' wands
and staffs.
The reference to corralling horses, sheep and cows comes from blackthorn’s
use as a livestock barrier for at least 4,500 years, as revealed by
archaeological deposits. However, it is a mixed blessing since it advances by
invasive suckers, hence the chess analogy. All part of competition for growing
space as woodland develops.
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Officers raring to go after completing
4x4 off-road training
Six new officers are set to go full throttle on rural
crime after receiving specialist off-road training.
The officers based in the Newark and Sherwood and
Rushcliffe districts of the county, completed their training over the last week
and are now fully qualified to jump behind the wheel to help tackle any issues
surrounding rural crime. They join officers from Bassetlaw and Mansfield
who area already trained.
The 4x4 off-road vehicles are used in a variety of ways, such as searching for
missing people and responding to 999 calls, as well as tracking down
trespassers, fuel theft and hare coursing suspects, and will give officers much
more accessibility to get to the hard-to-reach places that no normal patrol car
could. PC Rachel Dowsett and PC Emma Weatherhill completed their training
on Thursday 17 February. They are now fully qualified to drive one of the
forces off-road 4x4 vehicles and will be out in the community targeting issues
that are affecting the rural communities.
PC Dowsett who is part of the Sherwood beat team, said: “We want to be able
to show the public that we are taking seriously the crime that is coming to light
and tacking the issues that are of importance to the local farming community,
who have been victim to plant theft and other issues.
“This training has helped us know what we can do to get off-road and the
capabilities of what’s available to us. It will help with tackling reports such as
diesel thefts on the A1, individuals who trespass on rural land to commit
criminal offences and finding missing people, so it’s vital not just for the rural
crime but will also help us with a variety of other issues.

““We deliver a range of enforcement operations across the county such as
targeting hare coursing, off-road bikes, quad bikes – we have a massive issue
with those and it is repeatedly reported to the police and it’s about us putting
those extra resources in place to help us tackle those problems.“It gives us the
tools to be able to go out and do prevention work with the locals. A lot of the
time you will be going out onto farms, so that vehicle will assist you in getting
from A to B and gives you the appropriate methods to be able to carry out your
duties.
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“Certainly, a lot of us in our local beat team in Sherwood go out and speak to
our farming communities quite regularly and share updates via neighbourhood
alerts. This helps us ensure the local community are aware of crime prevention
advice and when incidents occur so they can be vigilant and secure their
property.”
The training follows funding made available by Police and Crime
Commissioner, Caroline Henry, to bolster policing resources to really help
respond to the needs of rural communities and get tough on criminals targeting
rural areas.Alongside training being given to staff, there will also be new
police officers, equipment and 10 new single points of contact for rural crime
in the force’s control room to improve expertise among call takers and
dispatchers. State-of-the-art equipment is also being invested in, including new
drones, off-road motorbikes, more 4x4 vehicles and thermal imaging goggles.
Chief Inspector Heather Sutton, of Nottinghamshire Police, said: “Having
more officers now fully trained to drive our off-road 4x4 vehicles is going to
be a really great asset to helping tackle rural crime throughout the communities,
adding to the efforts already being made to keep people safe and their items
protected.
“Following the launch of our Rural Crime Plan last month, we are now
delivering on the pledge made. We are building on resources and equipment
we already have to help crack down on the issue and crimes.
“Having officers who know the areas trained to drive these vehicles is great for
the force and means they can use the skills and knowledge they already have
of the areas and can now access places that a normal patrol car couldn’t.
“We want to encourage anyone who believes they have been a victim of rural
crime to report it to us as soon as possible so we can locate those responsible
and bring them to justice.
“I feel really positive about the future of policing rural and wildlife matters in
Nottinghamshire and hope we can reassure the public that we will be and are
doing everything we can to target these types of crimes and will continue to do
so.”
See also:Rural crime | Nottinghamshire Police
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Health Minister visits East Leake to hear new health centre proposals
.
Ruth Edwards MP has invited the Minister for Patient Safety and Primary
Care, Maria Caufield, to Rushcliffe where they visited the East Leake
Health Centre to hear the exciting plans for a new community hub.
The pair met with representatives from the practice, patient’s groups, the
Rushcliffe Primary Care Network and others, all of whom told the
minister that the building that the Health Centre is situated in is no-longer
fit for purpose.
The current Health Centre is the oldest in Nottingham and as such the
building is incredibly out of date. The roof leaks in the rain leading to
flooding and problems with the fixtures and services on site.
The practice has also struggled to deal with the increase in population in
its catchment area as new housing estates have been built and brought
more people to the area.
These issues severely effect patient care to the point where there is a
squeeze on the amount of services that can be offered, at a time when we
ask more and more from our GPs.
However, there are exciting plans in the works to develop a state-of-theart community hub, incorporating additional services including the GP’s
surgery, the dentists, the library, the pharmacy, and others.
There is a massive amount of community support on this issue and patients
in East Leake were unanimous in their praise for the staff in the existing
health centre. However, there was an understanding that they could only
do their best given the lack of space available in the building.
A move into a new space would provide more consultation rooms that
could deliver a wider range of services such as with on-site
physiotherapists, prescribing pharmacists, social prescribers, and mental
health services.
Having all these services in house would increase patient awareness of
them, make treatments more accessible and deal with the root causes of
illnesses before a GP appointment is required.
The inadequacies of the East Leake Health Centre have existed for a long
time and Ruth has been working with various stakeholders such as the
Rushcliffe Borough Council and Nottingham and Nottinghamshire CCG
to look at options for a new health centre since her election in 2019.
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Ruth said “I am glad that the Minister was very supportive of our vision
and the CCG has restarted the business case after delays caused by the
COVID pandemic. I will work to help move the business case along and
get it submitted because we need this facility urgently.”
Minister for Patient Safety and Primary Care Maria Caulfield said:
“It’s been great visiting East Leake Health Centre in Nottinghamshire to
hear about their proposal for a new practice.
"The team are doing an incredible job and I thank staff for going above
and beyond, caring for their community during the pandemic.
“We've made an extra £520 million available to improve access to GP
practices on top of £1.5 billion to create an additional 50 million
appointments in general practice by 2024.”
CCG stands for Clinical Commissioning Group and they will need to
apply for the funding from the Department of Health and Social Care
with a comprehensive business case.

At last a serious attempt has been made to stop rain pouring
through the Fuel Station Canopy. It is nice to see proper use of
appropriate equipment for working at height.
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