USEFUL TELEPHONE NUMBERS
Bunny Primary School

0115

921 2727

Church House Surgery, Ruddington

0115

984 7101

Church View Dental Practice, Ruddington

0115

984 8024

Crimestoppers UK

0800

555111

East Leake Health Centre

01509

852181

East Leake Leisure Centre

01509

852956

Electricity Loss of Supply

105

Floodline

0345

988 1188

Gas Emergency

0800

111999

Hate Crime Helpline

0800

138 1625

Keyworth Dental Surgery

0115

937 5828

Keyworth Health Centre

0115

937 3527

Keyworth Leisure Centre

0115

937 5582

Keyworth Library

0115

937 3509

Leakline & Sewer Problems

0800

783 4444

Neighbourhood Watch Co-ordinator

0115

940 6872

NHS Direct

March

2022

111

Nottingham City Hospital

0115

969 1169

Nottinghamshire County Council

0300

500 8080

Police (if crime in progress call 999)

101

Queen's Medical Centre

0115

924 9924

Ruddington Library

0115

921 2309

Ruddington Medical Centre

0115

921 1144

Rushcliffe Borough Council

0115

981 9911

South Wolds Academy

0115

937 3506

Telephone Preference Service

0207

291 3320

Treeline Dental Care, Keyworth

0115

937 2226

Village Dental Practice, East Leake

01509

852399

Village Hall Administrator

0115

984 6466
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Not a Bunny, a March Hare
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LOCAL GROUPS

EDITORIAL

Allotments
Sheila 0115 9213783 or Cathy 07803 004582

To continue quoting Michael Flanders:

Baby & Toddlers
Steve 07843 052914 or Jan 0115 984 1570

Welcome March with wintry wind
Would thou wert not so unkind

Bunny Improvement Group
Pete 0115 9213213 (petepearson44@gmail.com)

Church Bell Ringing
Marilyn 0115 9844081
Church Choir
Heather 0115 9845172
Community Choir
Kate 0115 9847090 (kate.m.hunt@outlook.com)

And that was before anyone had told us about Global Warming!
Our front cover picture is of a Common(Brown)European
Hare. Please be on the lookout for anyone who might be hare
coursing, and report them to the Police. It is illegal.
If the Bulletin seems a little thin this month then it is because I

Fabric Fundraisers
Jan 0115 9841570
Friends of Bunny School
friendsofbunnyschool@gmail.com
Gardeners
Graham 0115 9846253

have had few contributions. If I had only used what I had been
sent by Deadline, then we would only had advertisements(and
not all of those!)
I go to the Library twice a week to pick up my e-mails, and
bring them back to my home PC to read and print them. So do
not expect responses immediately . I return to the Library to
send the compiled mag off as a PDF to the Printer, who then
delivers the copies to my door.

History
Jan 0115 9841570
Lunch Bunch
Jan 0115 9841570

Men’s Institute
Bob 01509 768184 or David 0115 8374922
Messy Church
Joey (joeyhamilton102@gmail.com)
Women's Institute
Angi 07970 801709
angelacharlesworth@hotmail.co.uk

So long as I do not get Covid and the Printer does not, we
should be distributing before the end of the Month. So far the
Mobile Librarian has tested positive, as has my Son and
Daughter-in-law. I just hope that Winter does not give it to us.
Christopher
The Editor
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RSPB
Investigation
How the public
helped bring a
conviction for
illegally killed
buzzards
Gliding overhead with all the majesty and presence of royalty, who can resist
pointing out a bird of prey in the sky above to their companions. They are so
beautiful it can give you a glow of pride just for being the one to spot it first. If a
buzzard or kestrel or red kite soars overhead during a solo journey, it can turn a
moment of loneliness into magical solitude. So the RSPB investigations team were
horrified when they played remote camera footage and saw a gamekeeper ruthlessly
killing a buzzard with a slash hook. The video footage in this case was particularly
shocking but illegal raptor killings are rife.

A shocking act of violence
Back in January 2021, a member of the public reported a buzzard, trapped but alive,
caught in a cage trap in Kneeton, a village 14 miles from Nottingham. When an
RSPB investigations officer followed up on the report, he found the trap on a
pheasant shoot with a different buzzard inside, along with the carcasses of a
pheasant and two stock doves - used as bait to lure the buzzard.
The investigations officer released the buzzard and set up a remote camera to find
out what was happening, and who was responsible. When the investigations team
returned two days later and reviewed the footage, the recording showed visibly
distressed buzzards (two entering the trap on separate, consecutive days likely
attracted to the carrion in the harsh weather), frantically beating their wings as a
green 4x4 pulled up. A man walked out the car, let himself into the cage trap and
bludgeoned the buzzards to death with the long handle of a slash hook.
Tom Grose, RSPB Investigations Officer, said: “When I first saw the footage I was
shocked and sickened. The birds were subject to a repeated torrent of blows before
being thrown into the boot of a vehicle. This was clearly a premeditated operation
and yet again illustrates that the shooting industry has a serious problem that needs
to be sorted.”
Intentionally killing a wild bird is a criminal offence punishable by an unlimited
fine and/or six months in jail.

12

Sagacity still maintains two offices in London, but Anita
decided to look beyond the M25 for somewhere special to live,
and she feels that she’s definitely found this here in Bunny.
She’s been warmly welcomed by the local community and
already feels very much at home in the village.
Since moving to Bunny Anita has been very busy not only with
expanding her business, but also with taking on the considerable
challenges of further restoration of Bunny Hall. She has been
lucky to find local support from Richard and Mark, who’ve
worked wonders in transforming the grounds and gardens, and
Gary, who has added a fresh feel to the beautiful rooms inside
the Hall, bringing in light and making the most of the elegant
floor-to-ceiling bay windows that overlook the ornamental
gardens. The fish ponds have been cleaned, the moss removed
from the paving stones, and a scrub for the tennis court!
New gravel has been added to the paths in both the vegetable
garden and the fleur-de-lis ornamental gardens. The woods
around the lime tree avenue have been tidied up ready for the
daffodils and snowdrops to bloom. The orchard trees have been
trimmed, and Anita is hoping for a bumper harvest of apples,
pears and plums. Jam-making may have to become a hobby!
The deer seem very happy and Anita has discovered that, as
well as hay, they love carrots, which they now eat from her
hand.
Bunny Hall is being enjoyed by all of Anita’s family, friends
and neighbours, which means no “free weekends” for her! Her
family are naturally very proud of her achievements, and
amazed by Bunny Hall. They have to pinch themselves to
believe that a family from such humble beginnings can be
fortunate enough to become part of the history of Bunny Hall.
Her nieces and nephews have made it their second home!!
Anita would like to thank everyone for welcoming her into the
Bunny community.
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THE NEW “LADY OF THE MANOR”
Anita Dougall became the owner of
Bunny Hall in April 2021, moving
from London to make it her new
home.
Originally from Coventry, Anita
graduated from the University of
Greenwich with a degree in Political
Economy, and then began her career
in investment banking before setting
up a data technology consulting
company, Sagacity, in 2005. The
company recently received private
equity investment and has ambitious growth plans for the
future.
Anita’s family was originally from India. Her grandparents, to
whom she was very close, were forced to leave their home
during the unrest resulting from partition in 1947. The family
moved to the Punjab, but then emigrated to England during the
early 1950s. Her father worked for many years at British
Leyland, whilst her mother coped with the demands of running
the family business as a shopkeeper in addition to bringing up
Anita and her three siblings. An ethos of hard work was
instilled into their way of life.
Prior to moving to Bunny, Anita had lived in North West
London since her early-20s, diligently watching every penny
as she saved to buy her first house. Until the Covid lockdown
she had no intention of leaving London, but she found that she
could work effectively from home with the benefit of not having
to travel hundreds of miles every week to meet clients.
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All wild birds are protected by law but the RSPB’s 2021 Birdcrime report (which documents
incidents from 2020) showed the highest number of raptor trappings, shootings and poisonings
recorded in 30 years. Almost two thirds of the incidents were in connection with land managed for
or connected to gamebird shooting. Intentionally killing a wild bird is a criminal offence punishable
by an unlimited fine and/or six months in jail. Nottinghamshire Police swiftly identified the
suspect as John Orrey, 63, of Hall Farm, Kneeton, a gamekeeper on a pheasant shoot on
the land in question, and obtained a warrant to search his premises. The green 4x4 was
found parked in a barn near Orrey’s home with the slash hook stowed in the boot. Later,
forensic examination of the two stock doves - another protected species - confirmed they
had been illegally shot.
Orrey pleaded guilty to all charges in December 2021 and was sentenced on January 28
at Nottinghamshire Magistrates’ Court to receive a total of 20 weeks’ imprisonment
suspended for one year and a £1000 fine.
It would have been easy for the passers-by who first saw the buzzard to ignore their
instinct and justify doing nothing. But with one phone call they joined a team that saw
Orrey held to account and likely save more buzzards. This is just one example of how
saving nature almost always comes down to teamwork.
The RSPB can’t be everywhere, we need people to be eyes and ears for nature. The
sentencing was no isolated case
The BirdCrime report revealed 137 confirmed incidents of bird of prey persecution in 2020.
These numbers are thought to be the tip of the iceberg.
Tom added: “Killing birds of prey has been illegal for decades, and yet it is still
commonplace. Why? Clearly the punishments are no deterrent and the courts must look at
using the full range of sentences available to signal clearly that this sort of behaviour is
simply not acceptable.
“Better regulation is needed too. The RSPB has repeatedly asked for the conditions on
cage traps to be tightened. The UK Government must follow the recommendations of the
recent UN assessment, which calls for stronger regulation of the shooting industry and to
allow for the removal of licences to use these traps.”
Buzzards and stock doves are legally protected by the Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981.
Cage traps can be used legally under license for certain reasons to catch corvids such as
crows and magpies. However the law states that traps must be checked at least every 25
hours, and anything which becomes caught accidentally must be released unharmed.
Orrey pleaded guilty to 5 x WCA and 4 x firearms charges:
• Possession of two dead stock doves.
• Intentionally killing a common buzzard on 8/1/21
• Intentionally killing a common buzzard on 9/1/21
• Using a cage trap to kill or take a wild bird
• Possession of an article (slash hook) capable of being used to commit an offence
• Failure to comply with condition of shotgun certificate (weapon not securely stored)
• Failure to comply with condition of firearms certificate (ammunition not securely stored)
• Failure to comply with condition of firearms certificate (weapons and ammunition not
securely stored)
• Possessing ammunition for a firearm without a certificate
If you find a wild bird of prey which you suspect has been illegally killed, phone the police
on 101, email RSPB Investigations at crime@rspb.org.uk or fill in the online form.
Your report could make the difference for nature.
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Courier Fraud Scam Alert
We have unfortunately continued to receive reports of scammers contacting
individuals via the telephone and pretending to either be Police Officers /
Scotland Yard, or bank staff.
No genuine organisation will EVER send someone to your door to collect cash,
bank cards or other goods.
If someone calls you who claims to be a Police Officer, ask for their collar
number, HANG UP, wait a few minutes, dial 101 and ask for that officer. DO
NOT re dial the number that called you. Scammers use a spoofed dialling tone
to keep the line open. So when you think you've hung up, you're still on the line
to scammers. If possible, call 101 using a different phone.
The same if someone calls claiming to be your bank. Do not share any personal
information. HANG UP, wait a few minutes, and call the number on the back of
your bank card or from your bank statement. Again, use a different phone if
possible. Banks keep a record so they will be able to verify if they have
genuinely called you.
No genuine organisation will be offended if you do this.
Please make your friends, neighbours and relatives aware of this scam.
Fraudsters purposely target vulnerable people via the telephone and tell them to
not tell anybody about the situation. Fraudsters will give their victims a story to
tell bank staff if they are asked the reason for the cash withdrawal, such as
they're buying a new car or giving it to a relative.
The Police will NEVER contact you and ask for your assistance with an
investigation or an undercover operation. Hang up on these calls and report to
Action Fraud on 0300 123 2040 or online at https://www.actionfraud.police.uk/.
If you believe you have lost money to this scam, call Nottinghamshire Police on
101 to report to us as soon as possible.
Be aware of recovery fraud. Once scammers have targeted you for a scam, they
keep contact lists and share this around to other fraudsters, meaning you will be
persistently targeted. If this is happening to you, it's worth installing a call
blocking unit.
Protect yourselves from scam telephone calls by:
• Calling your provider to make your number ex-directory and asking if they
have any scam call shield services.
• Registering your number with the Telephone Preference Service.
• Removing your details from the OPEN Electoral Register and 192.com
• Installing a call blocker / phone with an inbuilt call blocking feature.
• Changing your number if necessary.
• Ensuring your number isn’t publicly available on any of your social media
pages
.Fiona Price(Nottinghamshire Police, Fraud Protect Officer)
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BUNNY BULLETIN I NFORMATION
ONLINE
Editions can be viewed online at www.bunnyvillage.org.uk.
it included in the
DIARY PAGES
If you are holding an event and would like
Village Diary pages, please contact Heather on 0115 9845172.

COPY
E- mail copy to: editor.bunnybulletin@gmail.com. Please send text
articles as Word97 documents (.doc); spreadsheets as Excel files
(.xls) and pictures as JPEGs (.jpg ). Handwritten items can be
delivered to Erica at 34 Main Street (please include a contact
number
COPY DEADLINE
Deadline for next edition: Mon March 14th noon
Delivery of next edition: Sat March 26 / Sun March 27th

ADVERTISING
Enquiries to cjeanb36@hotmail.com.
DISTRIBUTION
If you have not received your current issue, contact your local
distributor or ring Phil Brown on 0115 9211791.
COMMITTEE
Editor: editor.bunnybulletin@gmail.com.
Invoicing & Minutes: Chris Brown, 36 Main Street,
Diary Editor & Treasurer: Heather Paul, 148 Loughborough Road,
9845172
9211791
Disclaimer:
those of the Editorial Committee, who reserve the right to edit material as and
when it is considered appropriate. articles viewable on the village website.
Please note: Any opinions expressed in the Bunny Bulletin are not necessarily
Articles in the Bunny Bulletin are for circulation to the residents of
This also applies to
Bunny village and for others by subscription only. The information they contain is
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BUNNY ALLOTMENTS VEGETABLE OF THE MONTH
Potatoes
Soil facts – Potatoes can be grown in practically any soil
type. Choose a sunny spot and avoid frosts. Rotate where
you grow potatoes, so the soil is not used again for at least
2 seasons.
Sowing and planting – Place seed potatoes in egg boxes or
wooden trays and keep them in a light frost-free room. In
around 6 weeks there will be several study shoots. Do not
remove these spouts. Chitting is vital for earlies and very
useful for maincrops. Plant in rows with a gap in between
each potato of approx. 12 inches in deep trenches. Earth
up to ensure the growing potatoes are not near the surface
as these green potatoes are poisonous. When harvesting,
insert a flat-tined fork into the ridge well away from the
plant and remove carefully from the soil.
Varieties – Earlies. Duke of York, Rocket, Maris Bard and
Epicure. These are hardy and have great flavour.
Second earlies. Nadine, Stroma, Marfona, Wilja and
Catriona. These are flavoursome and will produce good
yields.
Maincrop. Maris Piper, Desiree, King Edward, Majestic and
Kerr’s Pink. These are very popular varieties with high
yields and great taste.
Potatoes are easy to grow but they do come with challenges
of disease and wireworm. Be sure to buy a variety which is
known to be virus free. Potato blight is the most serious
disease therefore prevention is key. The first signs are
brown patches on the leaves. Spray with mancozeb in July
and repeat fortnightly if the weather is damp. Leaf roll virus
is also serious and attacks potatoes. There is no treatment
and yields will be poor due to stunted growth of the plants.
Using a virus free seed is the best prevention.
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Bunny Parish Council
Name

Address

Phone

John Alldred

42 Loughborough Road

921 2280

David Beckford

2 The Paddock

07414 004494

Kevin Cannon

144 Loughborough Road

984 4955

Izumi Featherstone

17 Albert Road

984 6466

Chris Rogers

11 Victoria Road

07919 593429

Steve Stubbs

23 Moor Lane

07843 052914

Nigel Sutton

1 The Paddock

07860 899585

Maria Webb

30 Moor Lane

921 3561

Dick Wilson

940 6872

Mike Elliott
(Clerk to the Council)

19/21 Main Street,

937 6506

Keyworth

VILLAGE HALL HIRE COSTS
Large and small hall together: £8 per hour (or £9 after 6pm)
Small hall only: £4 per hour
Commercial rate for full hall hire: £12 per hour
To book, please contact Sean Featherstone on
07414 059689 or 0115 984 6466
Email Bunny.villagehall@outlook.com

No More Tops off for Recycling
Plastic drinks bottle tops, sauce bottle tops, toiletry
bottle tops and cleaning bottle tops, including flip
tops are all now accepted in your household
recycling. Please just wash and squash your
bottles and place the top back on before popping
them in your recycling bin.
Trigger spray or pump action (e.g. liquid soap or cleaning spray) bottle tops
are still not suitable for recycling so please remove and dispose of them in
the general waste bin.
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NORBURY NATTERS
Splendid Isolation

Mike’s memories of Coronation Day brought back my own. We went to
the Chilwell Memorial Hall to watch on TVs provided by Alex Owen the
local Radio and TV supplier. On a personal note it was my first trip out
after nearly six weeks isolation in my bedroom due to Scarlet Fever.
During this time I had my 7th birthday, but I was kept well supplied
with books and comics These along with the room had had to be
fumigated afterwards. There were no computer games, or TV’s in those
days so isolation for children was probably a lot harder than with Covid.
Planning Poser
Dick Wilson has discovered that contrary what was said in last month’s
edition, Rushcliffe BC no longer offer pre- planning advice, presumably
this being for staffing and cost cutting reasons. This is unfortunate and
makes it even more important that applicants consider potential
reasons for refusal if they are to avoid additional costs.
Streetwise
On discovering “fly tipping” it is easy to assume that someone else has
reported it to Streetwise. Contacting Streetwise can be via the main
Rushcliffe call centre, or online. A recent call about a dead badger lying
on the verge on the Loughborough Road was dealt with very promptly.
Lamp Light
While on the topic of assuming someone else has reported a problem.
When a light is faulty it should be reported to Notts CC stating the
location and the number shown on the lamp post. This can be done by
phone or on the CC website, although a word of warning the website is
not the easiest to negotiate.
Jubilee Jubilation
It is difficult to believe that it is ten years since the last celebration and
also ten years since the London Olympics. Many of the children who
enjoyed that day are now either at senior school or about to finish at
University. Hopefully the village will put on a similar event this time.

The GPO do not use the sixth letter, but the name is spelt
BUNNEY in the 1950’s on the front of the parish church
magazine – but not inside!
The Nottingham Evening Post ran a story in 1963 under the
heading “The Village that Nobody can spell” and said that
even people who have spent most of their lives in Bunny are
uncertain how to spell its name.
One authority Mr F C Tighe, the Nottingham City Librarian,
after looking through old records, says the name of the village
itself was derived the old English word “Bune” – meaning a
reed or a bush and must have referred to the flat marshland in
the district.
During the reign of Edward the Confessor, the Parish of Bunny
was owned by a Saxon called Levenot. In those days, c100366, the spelling was 'Bune', the Old-English term for reed.
Miss Mary Hill postmistress at Bunny for many years, and an
authority on the history of the village said “Bunny is mentioned
as such on a memorial to Dame Ann Parkyns in 1725 but it is
with an ‘e’ on the wrestling statue of her famous son, Sir
Thomas Parkyns.
Miss Hill said the Post Office always leave out the ‘e’ on their
official mail but was listed several times with an ‘e’ in the
telephone directory of seventy years ago.
In the 1950’s some printed material issued by the parish church
had the ‘e’ included.
Many editions of Home and Country, the national WI magazine,
have the ‘e’ but none of the local organisations now use it
although it appears on the Bunney with Bradmore Mothers’
Union banner in church.
There was no disputing the name in 1966 when the famous
Bunny Girls from the London Playboy Club visited the village at
the invitation of Mr Max Rumph of the Halfway Garage and the
press coverage, including BBC news, was ‘ very clear!

Mike Elliott
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What is in a Name?
Bunny or Bunney. Fifty years ago there was a difference of
opinion for some residents in the village who were not quite sure
where they lived in the village that had two spellings fairly
commonly used.
The Local Authorities seemed to be united in that it should be a
five letter word, but even with them in there was an occasional
slip, and letters to the parish council did sometimes refer to the
longer spelling –Bunney.
Bunny or Bunney? That was the question as a new move was
made by some residents in the village to have the additional
letter included in the spelling.There were people in the village
who did in fact spell the name with the extra letter and the
managers of the then newly-opened village school decided that
the “e” should be included in the spelling and the signboard for
the school showed that.The spelling has caused dispute and
confusion in the village for years.
But whatever the confusion between those two names the
difference goes back several hundred years when Domesday
Book version is studied. According to the Book, which is the bible
as far as historical records go, in the year 1086 the spelling
was then given as BONEI. But then some 130-plus years later in
1225 it had changed to BONEY. That name changed two years
later in 1227 when it appeared as BUNEYA, while by 1576 it had
changed again, to BUNNEY. By 1718 the “e” had been
dropped out, and the spelling was given as Bunny.
Newcomers to the village never use the extra letter, although the
spelling BUNNEY does appear from time to time on some printed
items and grave stones.
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23 million users used 123456 as a password!
Whether it’s your Facebook, Amazon, or Netflix account, the explosion in popularity of

online apps and services means more and more of us have to remember an increasingly
long list of passwords.
Unfortunately, some of us cope with this challenge by resorting to practices that leave our
data, devices and money at risk - by using the same password across multiple accounts, or
by creating simple passwords that could easily be guessed by hackers. Bad password
practice is more prevalent than you might think - the UK’s National Cyber Security Centre
carried out analysis of passwords leaked in data breaches and found that more than 23
million users worldwide used 123456 as a password. You can read more about it here:
https://www.ncsc.gov.uk/news/most-hacked-passwords-revealed-as-uk-cyber-surveyexposes-gaps-in-online-security

Here are some top tips that will make your life easier and your online accounts
more secure:
1: Creating memorable passwords
A good way to create strong, memorable passwords is by using 3 random words. But
remember, don’t use words that can be guessed (like your pet’s name). You can include
numbers and symbols if you need to. For example, “RedPantsTree4!”

2: Saving passwords in your browser
Saving your password in your browser means letting your web browser (such as Chrome, Safari

or Edge) remember your password for you.
This can help:make sure you do not lose or forget your passwords protect you against some
cyber crime, such as fake websites. It is safer than using weak passwords, or using the same
password in more than one place.

Here are some useful links on how you can start saving passwords in your
browser: Google Chrome, Microsoft Edge, Firefox, Safari.
3: Email account passwords
If a hacker gets into your email account, they could:
reset your other online account passwords access personal information you have saved
about yourself or your business
Your email password should be strong and different to all your other passwords. This will
make it harder to crack or guess.

Action Fraud
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Notes From Bunny Wood

Male Chaffinch

Primrose, celandine, cowslip, and in the garden, aconite, forsythia,
primula and of course, daffodil. All yellow. Others such as
dandelions and buttercups, not necessarily associated with spring,
are often in flower. But why now, and why yellow?
At this time of year, numbers of flying insect are low, and it can be
too cold for flight, so plants that flower early must emit a stronger
signal to attract their pollinators. Yellow is the most luminous of all
colours. The human eye processes yellow first, which is why it is
used for high-vis clothing. It is much the same for insects. That is
why warning colours on wasps, and their fly mimics are usually
yellow, and why entomologists use yellow-painted traps to catch
flies; soearly spring flowers are often yellow (or if not, white such as
stitchwort). These species are called “pre-vernal” (before spring or
vernal equinox). They make maximum use of light, and thus more
energy for growth and reproduction before the tree canopy
develops. Thus woodlands have a good show of spring flowers,
including bluebells and wood anemones. Come and see ours at next
month’s Open Day (Sunday 24th April).
From our point of view, yellow is the colour of happiness, and
optimism, sunshine, and spring. That is why I have modelled the
chorus of the poem on “Yellow” by Coldplay, one of their most
famous tracks. Yellow was said to refer to the mood of the band:
brightness and hope and devotion, although some see the piece as
melancholy. Yellow also has a dark side: cowardice and betrayal. It’s
the colour of caution (hence yellow traffic lights) and it may be a
coincidence that the sources of yellow pigments such as cadmium,
lead and chrome are toxic. There is a second continuing theme in
the poem – the wood-wide web – but more about that in the future.

Male Brambling

Finding words that rhyme with yellow is not easy. Hence: impello
(Latin: to push or drive); prunello (a dried plum, in this case the
previous year’s sloes) and bargello (a needlepoint stitch that
produces zig-zag lines)

18

27

CHIRPINGS
Notes on birds and nature in the garden
I had a very special visitor to my garden in the New Year – a brambling.
Like a chaffinch but different. Noticeably wilder than the usual
customers it spent time watching and working out a plan, before moving
to feeding off the ground. It had no interest at all in landing on the
feeders. This was a truly wild bird, forced to seek alternative sources of
food by a run of cold nights and persistent fog.

THE COLOUR OF SPRING
When winter’s chill breath withdraws its
blast,
And bodkins of green salute the sun,
So now stirs the wood as worst is passed,
And new season’s web is deftly spun.
Here comes the spring, with days ever
mellow,
As the petals unfurl,
Make a carpet of yellow.

It is a beautiful bird, with an apricot coloured chest and more black and
white than a chaffinch, and the colours certainly brightened up a very
grey day. A “star” like this is not actually why I feed birds, but it is
certainly part of the rewards. The regulars, blue tit, chaffinch, mobhanded goldfinches and even a perky wren, are all welcomed and
sometimes studied closely with the binoculars, but the unexpected visitor
is always a joy.

Days growing long, as first rose and fellow,
Scatter gold on the green,
Weave a tapestry cello.

This is the 56th bird species I have welcomed into my garden since I
started recording. Most of them were “booked in” during the first 5
years, but a there has been a steady trickle of others since. Looking back,
some of the 1990s visitors don’t come any more – house martins, willow
tits, spotted flycatchers, all of them declining nationally. Perhaps the
biggest success has been the goldfinch, at one time just an occasional
visitor in ones and twos, now they arrive in a flock of up to a dozen at a
time and have their own overflow finch-park in the branches of the apple
tree when the feeder has no more room for them.

Down in the copse, with renewed impello,
Mousey harvests fresh food,
Close rejecting prunello.

Primrose

Now out peeps hedgehog to break his fast,
And wood mouse resumes her shuttle run,
As dunnock strikes up his sweet broadcast,
To impress a spouse that he’s the one.

Prevernal blooms will zig-zag bargello,
As the shadows grow short,
In a season of yellow.

Celandine

Nature moves on, and we do all we can to help the particular bits of it we
can reach. Will that be enough to slow global warming? Probably not
on its own, but at least it is something better done than not.
Sheila Clark.

Dunnock
Chris Terrell-Nield 2021
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The Road Safety Group is sponsored by NottsWatch, and its members are:

·
·
·
·
·
·
·
·

Ian Barrett
Kev Cannon
Tony Croft
Rebecca Ferguson
Catherine Patel
Lucy Perrow
Dick Wilson
Brian Wright

A SHORT QUIZ
Did you know the following?

n our 40th Anniversary year we are delighted to announce the launch of our
Volunteer Recognition Awards and this year’s focus will be to celebrate the
length of service for our volunteers.
We understand the challenge this may bring, as we do not know every
volunteer, as they may have registered locally, and this is where your support
and help would be helpful.
We are celebrating volunteers who have contributed 5+ years, 10+ years, 25+
years and 40 years to volunteering with Neighbourhood Watch, either as a
Coordinator, Committee member, Association Lead or project specific
volunteer.
We want to celebrate them all and send them certificates of thanks, as well as
feature on our specially dedicated website page during our Neighbourhood
Watch Week 30th May – 5th June 2022.
If you are, or know, a Neighbourhood Watch volunteer that you would like to
nominate, please can you complete our online form
ourwatch,org,uk/volunteerawards
The deadline for nominations is 13th March 2022, so please get your
nominations into us as soon as you can.
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1.

Boris Johnson misrepresented the truth in his recent claim that
there had been a decrease in crime of 14% during his
premiership. The Head of the UK Statistics Authority rebuked
him for failing to include figures for fraud and cybercrime,
giving a total increase of 14%, so do be wary!

2.

One in six speeding offences in England & Wales is cancelled
(for reasons such as false number plates and faulty speed
cameras).

3.

Nearly half of fixed speed cameras are not working (largely
for funding reasons).

Dick Wilson, Lead Neighbourhood Watch
Coordinator
Tel: 0115 940 6872
E-mail: DickWilson@nottswatch.co.uk or
dick.wilson@bunny.parish.email.
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NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH REPORT
Once again, the main focus this month is on road safety, but first….

THE NEW “LADY OF THE MANOR”
A very warm welcome is extended to Anita Dougall and her household at
Bunny Hall. A separate article in this issue provides an intriguing insight
into her journey to this historic house.
HIGHWAY CODE (2022)
Eight new rules have been introduced and 49 changes
made (w.e.f. 29 January 2022 - see

www.gov.uk/government/news/the-highway-code/updates )
The main change is in the priority to be given by other road users to the most
vulnerable – starting with pedestrians, then cyclists, next horse riders –
without removing the requirement for every road user to behave responsibly
and to be aware of the changes. The Official Highway Code (2022 edition)
will be published on 16 April 2022 at £4.99.
BUNNY ROAD SAFETY GROUP
Having established a constructive dialogue with highways officials at Notts.
County Council and Via East Midlands, in late-January I posted an invitation
on the village’s Facebook page for others to join me in creating a new group
with the aim of improving residents’ quality of life by addressing road safety
issues. Within 24 hours seven villagers had volunteered, and the group is now
up and running – but the door remains open for any further volunteers who
may wish to join us, so please step forward!
The group’s first challenge is to identify the full array of road safety concerns
that exists across the village and, in the NHW spirit of community engagement,
to achieve this we need your help! Would you please share with us the
concerns that you have, giving an indication of their importance to you on a
scale of 1 to 5 (where 1= a minor concern and 5 = a very serious concern)? For
example, are you more troubled by motorists speeding on Gotham Lane, by
drivers’ inconsiderate behaviour at drop-off and pick-up times outside the
school, pavement parking, or by the dangers in crossing Loughborough Road
to visit Morrisons?
After you’ve read this request, before you forget, please email your concerns
to: DickWilson@NottsWatch.co.uk
Thank you in anticipation!
If you’d prefer to speak to a member of the group, then please ‘phone either
Tony Croft (0774 501 9605) or me (0115 940 6872).
A straightforward questionnaire will be distributed to every household in the
near future seeking this information from those who’ve not responded to this
initial request.
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VILLAGE DIARY FOR MARCH
Date
1

Time
Tuesday

2.30pm
Thursday

4

Friday

6

Sunday

9

Tuesday

Bell Ringing Practice

7.15pm

Chat in Church
Community Choir

St Mary’s

12:00noon Stations of the Cross
10.30am Café Church
7,30pm Bell Ringing Practice

St Mary’s
St Mary’s
St Mary’s

Wednesday

11

Thursday

12

Friday

12:00noon Stations of the Cross

St Mary’s

13

Sunday

9.00am
10.30am

Communion Service
Benefice Eucharist
12,00noon Bulletin deadline

Bradmore

Monday

16

Wednesday

7.15pm

17 Thursday

18 Friday
20

Sunday

23

Wednesday

24

Thursday

25

Friday

26

Saturday

Grey Bin Day
Community Choir

Village Hall

St Mary’s

Blue and Green Bin Day
2.30pm

Chat in Church

St Mary’s

1.30pm

Mobile library

Convent

2.05pm

Mobile library

Rancliffe Arms

2.30pm

Mobile library

Albert Rd

7.15pm

Community Choir

Village Hall

12:00noon Stations of the Cross

St Mary’s

10.30am

Benefice Eucharist

St Mary’s

11,30am

Annual Parochial Church Meeting

St Mary’s

Grey Bin Day
7.15pm

Community Choir

12:00noon Stations of the Cross

Village Hall

St Mary’s

10.30am Open Church and Book Sale St Mary’s
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Sunday

2,00am

Event

29

Tuesday

30

Wednesday

31

Thursday

7,30pm

Place

British Summer Time Begins

10.30am Benefice Eucharist
Mothering Sunday

Village Hall

10

14

27

Time

St Mary’s

Blue & Green Bin Day

Wednesday

3

Place

Pancake day

7,30pm
2

Event

Date

Bell Ringing Practice

St Mary’s
St Mary’s

Blue and Green Bin Day
2.30pm

Chat in Church

St Mary’s

7.15pm

Community Choir

Village Hall

Annual Parochial
Church Meeting
This will be held on Sunday 20th March after the
Benefice Eucharist. All residents of the Parish of
Bunny and Bradmore are entitled to attend and
elect their choice of Churchwarden.
In order to be eligible to vote for or become the
other members and officers of the Parochial
Church Council, parishioners must apply to the
Electoral Officer(C J Paul) to be put on the
Electoral Roll

St Mary the Virgin Bunny with
Bradmore Parish Church
Churchwardens:
Heather Paul
Penny Wakefield

9845172
07531 903490

Incumbent:

Rev.Tom Meyrick (rector@ksbb.org.uk)
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