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Editorial
This month’s front cover is a thirteenth centu-
ry illumination depicting the Roman God Ja-
nus with his 2 (or 3) faces looking into the
old year and the new (and now). He is Feast-
ing, maybe celebrating Epiphany (the old
Christmas day or still finishing up the left-
overs from Christmas.
Picture below is part of a progress report on the Queen Elizabeth Seat,
generously donated by Cherry Lane Garden Centre. We have a new
concrete slab for foundation instead of the rickety paving slabs and a
pediment for an inscription dedicating it to our dear departed Monarch,
I hope.
I also would like to thank all those who donated towards this asset to
the Village. The previous Diamond Jubilee ie Queen Victoria’s, occa-
sioned the replacement of the Church Clock. Christopher
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CHIRPINGS– Notes on birds and nature in the garden

Back in November I wrote about favourite birds, and mentioned the
long-tailed tit.  The other day I discovered something new about
these birds – well, new to me anyway.  Apparently they are not the
same as all the others of the tit family we see in our gardens
regularly, blue tits, great tits, coal tits.  Longtailed tits are separated
by being the only ones to build an elaborate, domed nest.  Wool and
moss is bound together by spider’s webs, decorated on the outside
with lichen and lined with feathers on the inside.  On average, 1500
feathers in each nest - no wonder it usually takes three weeks to
build.  The nests are wedged between branches or tucked away in a
thorn bush, which has earned the longtailed tit the classification
“bushtit”.  (The other tit which is not a tit at all is the bearded tit,
found in reed beds, and it is actually a “babbler”.  It’s not bearded
either, but has a dramatic drooping moustache.)  Longtailed tits are
not long lived, usually only surviving a year or two, but are notable
for keeping in their family groups so when they visit our gardens we
don’t notice that the older birds have gone.

So now the winter is here and birds are more dependent on whatever
food we can provide for them in our gardens.  One important source
of natural food, in gardens or in the open countryside, is ivy.  Its late
flowers attract pigeons in particular and in autumn the occasional
butterfly.  But they are not the only beneficiaries of the ivy’s
flowering.  A wealth of insects can be found making use of the
plant’s dense foliage and intertwining habits.  Honeybees,
bumblebees and hoverflies  make up half the ivy’s guests in summer,
with wasps and solitary bees adding to the throng, and small insects
and beetles completing the population.  I have to admit I have never
watched a spread of ivy closely,  I think I may be surprised at what
I find in its micro-habitat.
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It was nice to be visited by a couple of red-legged partridges again
recently, I do enjoy seeing the pigeons discomfited by these plump
birds that are more than a match for any bird that tries to bully
them off.  They stayed to explore the whole garden before sitting
side by side on the garage roof for a while, but haven’t been back
since so the menu must not have been to their liking.

Sheila Clark.

Two Long-tailed Tits sharing there meal with a bluetit.
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 NORBURY NATTERS
LIGHTS LIGHTUP

It was good to see the return to the traditional lights switch
on. This year the well deserved honour fell to Pete Pearson
in recognition of his long service to the event, the Parish
Council and currently the activities of the BIG Group . The
latter were also responsible for the latest appearance of the
“Bunnies” which are now an essential part of any event in
the village. As usual, thanks go to the Parish Council and
the Rancliffe for the traditional mince pies and mulled wine.
It was also good to see the return of the decoration of the
tree at the corner of Loughborough Road and Keyworth
Lane. However, sad that at the time of writing the lights are
off due to a burst pipe in the Village Hall.

SUPER SUPPER

Another welcome return was the Parish Supper and 41 sat
down to enjoy the superb hospitality of the Rancliffe. As
usual, it included the “free raffle” with prizes donated by
Parish Councillors, the Rancliffe and others. There was also
the customary last prize of the Bunny. The original had
disappeared down the warren during the pandemic.
However, its cousin was an excellent  replacement. This was
won by Julie Rutter who will keep it fed and watered for the
coming year. There was also a surprise prize in the form of
a sealed gift bag from an unknown donor, which turned out
to contain something rather risqué. A big thank you to
Rachael and the staff at the Rancliffe, to Jenny for her help
with the raffle and to everyone who made it such an
enjoyable evening.

MARKET MANIA

It was manic on the Saturday of the Ruddington Xmas
Market. Traffic jams leading into the village and both High
and Church Streets packed with people, pushchairs and
dogs. Why anyone would want to inflict the crowds on a dog,
or a Bar Humbug like me, is beyond belief.
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BRIDGE BAFFLEMENT

Objectors to the bridge over the Fairham Brook were baffled
and annoyed to find that the planners had approved the
planning application, despite work having been started
before approval. Unfortunately, applications which are
considered to be agricultural development are not subject to
the same controls as domestic ones.
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BUNNY CHURCH NEWS
New Year greetings from all of us at Bunny Church. We hope that 2023 will be a
peaceful and good year for you.

Bunny School
The children’s carol singing at December’s Chat in Church was fabulous
and much appreciated. Enormous thanks to them, Vicky and and the
teachers.    Aren’t we lucky to have the School in our community?
‘Carols by  Candlelight’ won’t have taken place by the time the Bulletin
goes to print but am sure it will be magical for all.
January Services at  Bunny Church (except where stated otherwise):
Cafe Church at 10.30am on  Sunday 1st January.
Communion Service at 9am on Sunday 8th January at Bradmore Church.
Morning Service at 10.30am on Sunday 8th January.
Benefice Eucharist at 10.30am at on Sunday 15th January at Keyworth Church.
Evening  Communion at 6pm on Sunday 22nd  January.
Candlemas at 10.30am on  Sunday 29th January at Stanton Church.
Chat in Church
Starts again on Wednesday 18th January at 2.30pm to 4.30pm. Do come and
join us when  Chris K will be back with her  wonderful array of tempting cakes.
Many thanks to  Chris B, Sheila W and Lynn (the B team) for stepping in to
cover for Chris with their delicious cakes and to Anne Baker for her amazing
traybakes. Chat in Church has  raised over £400 in  donations since September
2022 thanks to their and your  generosity.
Open Church
Warm up with a toasted tea cake and hot drink in Church on  Saturday 28th
January between 10.30am and 12noon. We hope to see you there. Open Church
has raised £59.70 in   donations   since   September - thanks again to your
generosity.
Lead Rainwater Downpipes Theft
The bottom sections of the remaining lead downpipes have now been stolen.
We are hoping that our  insurers will meet most of the  cost of  replacing them
with an  alternative metal although the Church will still incur a  substantial
excess charge and increased premiums next year - both of which we can ill
afford.

Help at Hand
Do let Fr Tom or either of us know if you or anyone you know are in
need of help.
Best wishes
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The Chat in Church crowd provided an attentive audience for the Bunny
School’s Carol Singing.
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Did you know there's a scholarship to travel to America that's only
open to Nottinghamshire residents?

  It's called the Nottingham Roosevelt Memorial Travelling Scholarship!
It's focused on young people (aged between 21 and 35) so if you are or
you know anyone in this age range please read on.
  The idea behind the scholarship is that the more people travel and meet
other cultures the better we all become. It was set up in Nottingham to
honour President Franklin Delano Roosevelt and so focuses on travel
between Nottinghamshire and the USA. Many cities put up statues to the
President for the role he played in helping end World War 2 but
Nottingham chose to have a living memorial – the scholarship.
  Applicants choose a subject that they are passionate about which will
benefit from development by a visit to the US. This can be any subject,
it does not have to be related to their work. It is hoped that by develop-
ing the project they will bring back new info from the States to benefit
the scholar, their employer and the County.
You can choose the timing of your travel as long as it is completed by the end
of 2023. The scholarship is for 6 weeks and consists of a return flight to New
York plus £1500. To be eligible you need to live or work in Nottinghamshire,
be 21-25 and in employment.
  Applications start in January and are via an on-line form from the website  (
https://rooseveltscholarship.org/how-to-apply/  ). There is then a two stage
interview process in Nottingham and then at County Hall West
Bridgford. The deadline for applications is Friday 3 March.
  Previous scholars have found this a life changing experience. You travel alone
in the States meeting amazing people and becoming immersed in US life. Your
network grows, you learn more about your topic and come back full of energy
and enthusiasm. It builds your self-belief and confidence and looks great on
your CV.
   Further details are on Facebook (NRMTS) or our website (
https://rooseveltscholarship.org  ) and there's an enquiry form if you have
any specific questions.
   Please pass on information about this unique opportunity to friends and
family or apply yourself.

  Russ Blenkinsop 1983 Scholar and NRMTS Secretary
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ALL DEFIBRILLATORS NOW IN SITU

We are thrilled to finally announce that all THREE
defibrillators are now up, working and registered.  They are
situated in the north of the village by the allotment
entrance, in the centre of the village on the Village Hall and
the latest addition is installed, at present, on Dr Ben Lowe’s
container opposite his house at 204 Loughborough Road.

In an emergency situation the user always has to call 999 in
order to access the defibrillator; once activated the
equipment has voice commands which guide the user
through each step of the process, as well as beeps which
indicate the correct rhythm for CPR.

Dr Lowe is willing to run an additional CPR session if there
is sufficient demand.
The use of CPR and a defibrillator gives a person in cardiac
arrest the best chance of survival.

Chris Brown on behalf of the Defibrillator Team
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Here are some pictures of this year's Bunny Village Christmas
Light switch on.   Mr Pete Pearson was nominated to switch on
the lights for our village for all the work he has done over the
years. He is a previous parish council member, regular inspector
and tiding up Fairham Brook Lane with Dorothy,   working with
friends of Bunny improvement Group, village chief flag flyer and
the latest project facilitator for the installation of the bench
overlooking the Fairham Brook and Bunny Moor
.
Thank you to Rancliffe Arms for supplying the Mulled wine and
mince pies.   Thank you for all who has helped to tidy around the
village, decoration of the Christmas tree and festive decoration of
village hall.   Thank you to the ladies who helped to serve food
and drinks for the evening.

Merry Christmas and Happy New Year to you all,
On behalf of Bunny Parish Council.
Izumi Featherstone.
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VILLAGE DIARY FOR JANUARY
Date Time Event Place

1 Sunday 10:30 AM Café Church St Mary's
2 Monday New Year Bank Holiday
4 Wednesday Blue Bin Day

Term Begins Schools
2:30 PM Chat in Church St Mary's

8 Sunday 9:00 AM Communion Service Bradmore
10:30 AM Morning Prayer St Mary's

11 Wednesday Grey Bin Day
12 Thursday 5:30 PM Community Singers Village Hall
15 Sunday 10:30 AM United Eucharist Keyworth
16 Monday 12noon February Bulletin Deadline
18 Wednesday Blue & Green Bin Day

2:30 PM Chat in Church St Mary's
19 Thursday 1:30 PM Mobile Library Hill Top Convent

2:05 PM Mobile Library Church View
2:30 PM Mobile Library Albert Road
5:30 PM Community Singers Village Hall
7:00 PM Parish Council Meeting Village Hall

22 Sunday 9:00 AM Communion Service Bradmore
25 Wednesday Grey Bin Day
26 Thursday 5:30 PM Community Singers Village Hall
27 Friday RSPB Birdwatch Weekend
28 Saturday 10:30 AM Open Church St Mary's
29 Sunday 10:30 AM United Eucharist Stanton
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NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH REPORT
A BUNNY WELCOMEAs you may have noticed, November’s NHW
Report emerged rather the worse for wear as a result of gremlins in the
printing process!  The main casualty was the Bunny Welcome for the new
Head Teacher of Bunny C of E Primary School, Victoria White.
Given the emphasis that NHW places on community engagement, the
Editor has agreed that this welcome be re-printed, so it’s a great pleasure
(once again) to offer a warm welcome to Mrs White.
She was born and bred in Batley, West Yorkshire, which makes her a
proud Tyke, and she lived there until she went to the (then) University of
Humberside where she took a degree in European Studies with French.
Following graduation she moved to Nottingham where she completed her
teaching qualification (PGCE) at Nottingham Trent University.
During her teacher training she undertook a period of teaching practice at
Hempshill Hall Primary School in Bulwell where she was subsequently
delighted to be offered her first full-time teaching job. In this role she
mainly taught in Key Stage 2, enjoying 13 years there, working with a
fantastic team in quite challenging circumstances.
She met her husband, Gavin, at the infants’ school they attended when
they were both aged four.  Some years later, after the arrival of their sons
(Harry & Joe), Mrs White moved from Hempshill to Radcliffe-on-Trent
Infant & Nursery School where she spent 14 very happy years gaining
broad-based experience as Deputy Head Teacher, Early Years Lead,
SENCO (Special Education Needs Co-ordinator), PSHE (Personal, Social
& Health Education) lead, Pupil Premium lead teacher, and safe-guarding
lead. In addition, of course, she had teaching duties, beyond which she
took on responsibilities as a co-opted Governor, staff representative on
the PTA, and played a leading role in organising school events and fund-
raising.
Vicky White brings this wealth of experience to Bunny School, coupled
with great enthusiasm for her new role. She is enjoying getting to know
the children and her staff, as well as meeting lots of members of the local
community to all of whom she is grateful for the warm reception that
she’s received
Other newcomers to the village can receive a Bunny Welcome: please let
me have addresses and I’ll drop invitations through letter-boxes, along
with a free copy of the Welcome to Bunny booklet. Over to you!
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NEW POLICE WEBSITE
You can find lists of current scams and cybersecurity advice on a new
Police website: < eastmidlandscybersecure.co.uk >
If you are a victim of cybercrime, you can report this to Action Fraud
(the  National Fraud & Cyber Crime Reporting Centre) on 0300 123
2040 for investigation.

CRIME STATISTICS
I’ve previously commented on some of the problems relating to the
crime statistics that are circulated by our local Police team – and
especially the fact that they are at best indicative of overall crime
because they only cover reported crime, so please do report all crimes of
which you’re aware in order to give the Police a fuller picture!
Another problem with crime statistics that has raised eye-brows lately is
the practice of some Police Forces to include in the published crime
figures minor acts of incivility and petty disputes. This has the effect of
warping the figures with the risk of causing public anxiety.  I’ve
checked [through Inspector Rob Lawton, who is responsible for
neighbourhood policing across Rushcliffe South] and been re-assured
that this misleading practice is not followed by Nottinghamshire
Constabulary: bravo!

Dick Wilson Lead NHW Coordinator
DickWilson@NottsWatch.co.uk
dick.wilson@bunny.parish.email
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Community Speed Watch Scheme
I am contacting you all on behalf of your local neighbourhood team as

finally the news you have all been waiting for just in time for the cold
winter months, we are looking to re-introduce Community Speed Watch
(CSW) schemes across Nottinghamshire. We are moving away from the
cumbersome Community road safety kit we had and making it simpler
and easier to use similar to the original scheme we ran.

As your local Neighbourhood Police Officer, I am getting in touch as I
know you were all involved previously and I’d like to encourage you take
part in the scheme again as before it is a school that is run by community
volunteers hopefully supported by their respective Parish councils.

The new scheme is a force wide objective so all areas will get the same
training etc and the new scheme is now at a cost to the areas themselves,
as part of our training we are being asked to approach Parish councils for
the funding of £450 but as you are all part of a well-established scheme
already I thought I’d come straight to you and then you can decide how to
move forward if a scheme is wanted. Whether that be you as a team
approach your respective PC or I know there was a mention of some
funding possibly being available through NCC and also some areas may
look at sharing kits.

Once purchased, this equipment would remain the property of your area
for use as agreed by your Police coordinator, to incorporate the
Nottinghamshire police CSW guidelines.

Nottinghamshire police will provide Employers Liability and Public
Liability Insurance for the volunteers taking part. Any additional cover,
for example, personal accident, is for individuals or your local speed
watch group to consider and provide.
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Each scheme requires a minimum of 3 volunteers who must be aged 18
years or over.

Training will be given to volunteers by police and all sites where the
speed checks take place will be risk assessed for suitability. After the
initial training the scheme will be run by a lead volunteer. The
registrations of the speeding vehicles will be passed to police who will
send out warning letters. The data collected will also identify locations
that can be followed up by police speed checks where enforcement can
take place.

In the first instance I am asking if you wish to participate in the CSW
scheme and how you would like to go about funding the required
equipment, I’m happy to hold a meeting with all villages to discuss how
you want to go forward in regard to getting funding,    so get your
thinking caps on and in the meantime I will approach County
Councillor Cottee who mentioned the possibility of some funding as if
this is available we could look at sourcing some kits for the areas to
share.

Kind regards

PC 1530 Kelly Carlile
Rural Beat Manager
Covering East Leake, Gotham, Soar Valley and Stanford Beats.

Telephone 101 Ext 3101530
Mobile 07725925330
Follow us on twitter @LeakeKworthCops
Like our facebook page Rushcliffe South Police
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FATALFOUR | Male arrested, vehicles seized, drugs
seized and TOR’s issued across region on Friday and
Saturday as Operation continues
Officers from Rushcliffe South Neighbourhood Policing Team and
Response have been continuing the Fatal Four operation this weekend
with a number of incidents taking place.

On Friday night officers conducted a operation and stopped
approximately 100 vehicles on Hollygate Lane, Cotgrave, where a
number were also breathalysed, whilst no one blew above the legal limit
a number gave a result close to the legal limit – drivers are encouraged
to remember that any consumption of alcohol has an impact on your
driving and is detrimental to your awareness and ability to react.

Also on Friday evening 2 vehicles were seized by Rushcliffe South
NPT in Cotgrave:

• The first vehicle was seized following the vehicle failing to stop
whereby a lone driver made off from Police.

• The second was a vehicle which was stopped driving whilst having no
valid tax, with the tax expiring over 2 years ago as well as having no
valid MOT!

  On Saturday evening a vehicle was seized in Cropwell Bishop as the
driver had no valid driving licence resulting in the seizure of his vehicle
and is to be reported for summons for relevant traffic offences.

A male was also stopped on Stragglethorpe Road as whilst attempting
to join the A52 he was witnessed by officers using his mobile phone,
the male drive was stopped and was given a Traffic Offence Report.

A male was also stopped by officers from Rushcliffe South NPT and
was subsequently found in possession of a quantity of cannabis on
Flawforth Lane, Ruddington – the cannabis was seized with the male
being interviewed and dealt with.

  Later last night a male was also arrested by Response officers after
crashing his vehicle into a tree on Melton Road, Edwalton. He was
subsequently arrested after providing a sample of breath at the roadside
double the drink drive limit!
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  Later last night a male was also arrested by Response officers after
crashing his vehicle into a tree on Melton Road, Edwalton. He was
subsequently arrested after providing a sample of breath at the roadside
double the drink drive limit!

ARRESTED AND CHARGED | Male arrested on A606 at Tollerton.
Last night officers came across a vehicle parked in a lay-by on the
A606 and the male driver was found in the driver’s seat to be smoking
Cannabis.      The driver and the vehicle were searched, and further
cannabis was discovered. A roadside drugs test was conducted with the
male, and he provided a positive reading for cannabis and was
subsequently arrested and taken to custody.

In custody the male gave false details to hide the fact he had NOT got a
Full UK driving licence. He was further arrested and charged for:-
• Driving without insurance
• Driving otherwise in accordance with a licence
• Obstruct a constable in execution of their duty
• Possession of Cannabis

 The driver stated he had taught himself to drive and had total disregard
for the safety of other road users.      The male was released under
investigation for Driving motor vehicle with a proportion of a specified
controlled drug above the specified limit.

The fatal four are the most common causes of road accidents and
yet, very easy to avoid. Stay within the speed limit, don’t use your
mobile phone, always wear a seat belt and never drive if you plan
to drink alcohol.

Message Sent By
Cai Kemish
(Nottinghamshire Police, PC, Rushcliffe South NPT - Cotgrave and
Wiverton)
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ONE NIGHT

The night is now, the time is near,
When trees say ‘bye to yesteryear.
Though seems as if we time defy,
Each tick by tick, the seconds fly.
Five

Our limbs reach up from litter drear,
To touch a velvet hemisphere.
With one ring more until we die,
Each orbit will we certify.
Four

We saw the blue of springtime clear,
And celandine and rose appear.
In dark of night, heard vixen cry,
And watched below the roe deer shy.
Three

We saw the sun, whose heat did sear,
Each twig and leaf, each seed we rear.
We played host to a wasp so wry,
Whose apples brown won’t make a pie.
Two

As autumn passed, our green veneer,
Gave way to brown and yellow gear.
Then cooling winds stripped branches
high,
And spread our leaves o’er shrubs
nearby.
One

And now it’s here, chill end of year,
A chink in Janus’ frontier .
The sky lights up, bright stars appear,
As bells ring out with midnight cheer.
We’re standing here, an oaken tier,
Awaiting dawn of bright New Year!

Chris Terrell-Nield 2022

Note: Janus is the Roman God of doors,
gates, and transitions.

Oak leaves and pedunculate
acorn

Oak apple gall

Oak spangle galls
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NOTES FROM BUNNY WOOD
Although dominated by ash and wych elm the Wood has many oaks,
both English (Quercus robur) and sessile (Quercus petraea). The former
is more common, and a long line (“the oaken tier”) marks the southern
edge of the Wood and parish boundary. We think these trees were
planted about 200 years ago. Entering from the A60 you will see a
mature oak by the pond. This, and its fellows are the subject of the
verse. However, the tree that overshadows the gypsum block is far from
normal. On guided tours, Our Question Mark oak, so called because of
its shape, is where we stop to answer questions.

English oak is easy to tell apart from sessile when it has acorns. These
grow on stalks in the former (also called pedunculate oak) but are
attached directly to the twigs in sessile. The leaves also differ.
Somewhat perversely the petioles (leaf stalks) of English oak are short,
those of sessile oak much longer!

Oaks are an important wildlife resource. A 2019 survey* found 2,300
organisms are associated with them, over 300 depending on oak for
survival. Oak supports 31 mammals, acorns  being a main attraction.
They are eaten by badgers, deer, squirrels and woodmice, as well as
wild boar (but not, as far as we know in Bunny Wood). Oak supports
caterpillars of purple hairstreak (seen in the wood in 2019). Over 700
lichen species grow on bark or twigs, of which 12 only occur on oak.

Some insects stimulate oak trees to produce galls. Oak apples are
caused by a tiny wasp, Biorhiza pallida which lays its eggs inside a leaf
bud. These hatch in spring and cause the tree to form an oak gall, the
larval food source. The galls drop off in June, when the wasps are ready
to fly. Spangle galls are caused by another wasp. Pictured are “silk
buttons”, produced by the tree for Neuroterus. numismalis larvae. They
fall with leaves in autumn and overwinter. Females emerge from each
gall in early spring and lay unfertilised eggs in oak leaf buds, forming
blister galls. From these emerge males and females. Larvae from their
fertilised eggs produce button galls.

English oaks can live for over 500 years. The Major oak in Sherwood
Forest may be 1000 years old, but we can’t tell. Trees lay down an
annual ring each year (“Each orbit will we certify”), but the Major oak is
hollow. The Bunny Wood oaks are young in comparison, but they have
seen seasons come and go, have witnessed many New Years, and
continue to support a vast array of wildlife.

*https://www.woodlandtrust.org.uk/trees-woods-and-wildlife/british-
trees/oak-tree-wildlife/
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Oak in Winter

Oak in Spring
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A letter from our previous incumbent

The above missive will be available in full, to those interested, in the
Church..

We also received a survey of the last year as it impinged on the
Rev.Christine (once our prized curate at St Mary’s) and her espoused
Lester. This will also be on view in the Church and deals with life in the
Ilkeston area, and her Cats.
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Bunny Bulletin Committee
Editor: Christopher Paul 148 Loughborough Road 9845172
Diary Editor & Treasurer Heather Paul 148 Loughborough
Road 9845172
Invoicing & Minutes Chris Brown 36 Main Street 9211791

Disclaimer: Any opinions expressed in the Bunny Bulletin are
not necessarily those of the Editorial Committee, who reserve
the right to edit material as and when it is considered apprpri-
ate.
Readers Please Note: The articles in the Bunny Bulletin are for
circulation to the residents of Bunny Village and for others by
subscription only.
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